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De Minimis LCP Amendment Determination 
Pursuant to Coastal Act Section 30514(d), the Executive Director may determine that a proposed LCP 
amendment is “de minimis.” In order to qualify as a de minimis amendment, the amendment must meet 
the following three criteria: 

1. The Executive Director determines that the proposed amendment would have no impact, 
either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, and that it is consistent with the 
policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act;  

2. The local government provides public notice of the proposed amendment at least 21 days 
prior to submitting the amendment to the Commission, by one of the following methods: 
posting onsite and offsite in the affected area, newspaper publication, or direct mailing to 
owners and occupants of contiguous property; and 

3. The amendment does not propose any change in use of land or water or allowable use of 
property. 

If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is de minimis, that determination must be 
reported to the Commission. If three or more Commissioners object to the de minimis determination, the 
amendment shall be set for public hearing; if three or more Commissioners do not object to the de 
minimis determination, then the amendment is deemed approved, and it becomes a certified part of the 
LCP 10 days after the date of the Commission meeting, in this case, on November 22, 2008. 

Each of the de minimis criteria is discussed briefly below: 

1. No impact to coastal resources and consistency with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act: The 
proposed amendment increases the minimum parcel size necessary to allow a rezoning to the TP 
zoning district from the current 5 acres to 40 acres.  The primary effect of this proposed change will 
be to reduce the number of acres in the County that can be subject to commercial timber harvest 
logging activities.  Approximately 522 acres of land in the coastal zone will be directly affected by 
the proposed amendment, i.e. this land will not available for rezoning to TP and will not be subject 
to future timber harvest logging activities because it would not meet the minimum parcel size 
criteria. 

Commercial timber harvest logging activities can have many impacts on coastal resources, including 
land disturbance and associated erosion, removal of forest habitat with resultant impacts to a variety 
of plant and animal species, neighborhood impacts due to tree removal activities and the presence of 
logging trucks, visual impacts to surrounding areas due to tree removal, etc.  The LCP contains a 
myriad of policies that provide for: 1) protection of plant and wildlife habitats; 2) protection of 
visual resources, including wooded forests and mountain hillside views; 3) the control and 
abatement of erosion due to development activities, and; 4) protection of the aesthetic character of 

California Coastal Commission 



LCP Amendment SCO-1-08 Part 2 
Minimum Parcel Size in TP Zone 

Page 3 

local communities. The proposed amendment likely will result in less commercial logging activity in 
the coastal zone, which should reduce the number and intensity of associated impacts to habitat, 
visual resources, land disturbance, and community aesthetics. Thus, the proposed amendment will 
not have a detrimental impact on coastal resources, and is consistent with the policies of Chapter 3 
of the Coastal Act.  

2. Provision of public notice: The County provided public notice in advance of both the Planning 
Commission hearing (held on October 24, 2007) and the Board of Supervisors hearing (held on June 
10, 2008).  For the Planning Commission hearing, a newspaper publication notice was printed on 
October 10, 2007.  For the Board hearing, a newspaper publication notice was printed on May 31, 
2008.  In addition, the County staff reports and proposed implementation plan changes were also 
made available on the County’s website in advance of the Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors hearings.  The amendment submittal was subsequently received in the Commission’s 
Central Coast District Office on July 3, 2008, thus satisfying the 21-day requirement.   

3.  No change in use of land or allowable use of property: No change in use or allowable use of 
property is proposed by this amendment. Instead, the proposed amendment imposes a more stringent 
requirement for rezoning of property to TP by raising the required parcel size from 5 to 40 acres.   

The Executive Director will report this de minimis determination, and any comments received regarding 
it, to the Coastal Commission at its November 12, 2008 meeting at the Long Beach City Hall City 
Council Chambers, 333 W. Ocean Boulevard in Long Beach.  If you have any questions or need 
additional information regarding the proposed amendment or the method under which it is being 
processed, please contact Susan Craig at the Central Coast District Office in Santa Cruz.  If you wish to 
comment in writing on the proposed de minimis amendment determination, please do so by November 
6, 2008. 

 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit A: Proposed LCP Amendment 
Exhibit B: Santa Cruz County Resolution 147-2008 Adopting Proposed LCP Amendment 

California Coastal Commission 








