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  Gary Timm, Supervisor, Regulation & Planning, Los Angeles County Area 
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 SUBJECT: Minor Amendment Request No. 1-08 to the City of Redondo Beach Certified Local 

Coastal Program for Commission Concurrence at its June 11-13, 2008 meeting in 
Santa Rosa. 

 
 
 Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 1-08 (Minor) 
 

The City is requesting that the Commission certify an amendment to the Implementation Plan (IP) 
portion of the City of Redondo Beach certified Local Coastal Program (LCP).  The requested LCP 
amendment would make minor revisions to various sections of the Implementation Plan to 1) 
modify electronic messages displayed for live performance theatres with no less than 1,000 seats, 
and 2) to amend the LCP for clarification and consistency with the current Building and Fire Codes. 
The certified Land Use Plan (LUP) portion of the LCP is not affected by this amendment. 

 
Amendment Description: 

 
The proposed amendment includes the following changes to the LIP: 

 
• Modify electronic message displays in Public and Institutional zones permitted only for live 

performance theatres with a seating capacity of not less than 1000 seats.  The proposed 
amendment would require that a message remain fixed for a period of 8 seconds, and prohibit 
any flashing messages, but allow for the scrolling or fading of text. 

 
• Modifies the permitted setback from the property line for windows and other projections to 

maintain a thirty-six (36) inch to sixty (60) inch setback in accordance with the Building Code. 
 
• Modifies the combined total maximum area for all roof decks and mezzanines serving an 

individual housing unit to be limited to less than 500 square feet.   
 
• Reinforces Building and Zoning Code definitions related to the definition of a basement or 

subterranean level. 
 
• Reinforces Building and Engineering Department requirements regarding driveway slope and 

design. 
 
 
 The proposed revisions were submitted for Commission action pursuant to Resolution #’s CC-0605-

40 and CC-8001-1 and are contained in Ordinance #’s 2983-06-CC and 3008-07. 
 

The City Planning Commission held public hearings for the proposed LCP amendment on March 
16, 2006 and July 19, 2007.  The Redondo Beach City Council held public hearings for the LCP 
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amendment on April 18, 2006, October 16, 2007, November 6, 2007 and January 8, 2008.  The 
public hearings were advertised in local newspapers, which include the Easy Reader-Redondo 
Beach Hometown News and the Beach Reporter and notice was sent to property owners and 
interested parties.  All staff reports were made available for public review in the City of Redondo 
Beach Planning Department offices. 

 
The requested LCP amendment is a “minor” LCP amendment because the proposed changes 
are consistent with the certified LUP, would make the zoning regulations more specific, and 
would not change the kind, location, intensity or density of any uses.  The proposed changes to 
the certified LIP are attached (the proposed new language is underlined). 

 
 Analysis
 
 The Executive Director has determined that City of Redondo Beach LCP Amendment No. 1-08 is a 

minor LCP amendment.  The proposed IP amendment modifies how electronic message displays 
for live performance theatres are displayed, amends the permitted setbacks for windows or other 
projections to be consistent with the Building Code, limits the combined allowable size of roof decks 
and mezzanines to be consistent with the Building Code and recognizes different standards for 
subterranean levels and driveways located in the Building Code for clarification and consistency 
purposes.  

 
 The proposed amendment would modify the existing Public Zone Requirement section (10-5.1814) 

in Article 6 of the IP dealing with sign regulations and would further restrict permitted electronic 
message displays by requiring that a message remain fixed for eight seconds, and restrict how the 
message is animated by permitting fading or scrolling of text, but prohibiting flashing messages. 
Electronic message displays will continue to be permitted pursuant to certain criteria, including only 
being permitted on sites having a live performance theatre with a seating capacity of not less than 
1000 seats and the sign structure shall not be located adjacent to or towards any street other than a 
major arterial. The City notes that the only two existing sites that meet the proposed criteria are the 
Performing Arts Center and the Redondo Union High School auditorium, which are both outside of 
the coastal zone. If a performance theatre seating no less than a 1000 people is built within the 
coastal zone, an electronic message display could be considered for that use. None is proposed at 
this time.  

 
 The proposed amendment would also provide clarification and consistency with the current Building 

and Fire Codes.  A change to Section 10-5.1522 of the Municipal Code would restrict windows or 
other projections from extending to within thirty-six inches of the property line.  An addition to 
Section 10-5.1508 would limit the combined area of roof decks and mezzanines for a single housing 
unit to less than 500 square feet.  Notes to Sections 10-5.402, 10-5.1704 and 10-5.1706 of the 
Municipal Code would provide clarification that other relevant and more restrictive building 
standards exist elsewhere in the Code related to allowed driveway slopes, and 
subterranean/basement level definitions.   

 
 The amendment does not change any other part of the certified LIP. All proposed modifications are 

consistent with LUP policies adopted to preserve the character and scale of existing 
neighborhoods. The changes do not affect required parking, building height or intensity of use.  
Nothing in the proposed amendment changes the procedures or requirements for coastal 
development permits. 
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Procedures 
 
 Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554(a) of the California Code of 

Regulations, the Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is "minor" in 
nature.  Section 13554(a) of the California Code of Regulations defines a minor LCP amendment as 
changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning ordinances, zoning district 
maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not change the kind, location, 
intensity, or density of use and are consistent with the certified LUP. 

 
 The proposed LCP amendment will become effective after report to the Commission of any written 

objections received within ten working days of the mailing of notice unless one-third of the 
appointed members of the Commission request that the LCP amendment be processed and heard 
as a "major" LCP amendment pursuant to Section 13555 of the California Code of Regulations. 
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