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Tidelands and submerged lands are subject to a public trust that, among other  

things, limits their use to navigation, fishing, commerce, public access, water- 

oriented recreation, open space and environmental protection.  At the time Dana  

Point Harbor was first constructed, the Harbor was divided into a number of sub- 

areas that were subject to long-term lease agreements with the developers of the  

facilities located within each leasehold boundary.  Presently, the County of Orange  

(OC Dana Point Harbor) controls all areas of the Harbor with the following 2  

exceptions: the shipyard (located in Planning Area 1) and the Ocean Institute  

(located in Planning Area 6).    

  

Prior to development of the existing buildings in the Harbor, the Ocean Institute site  

was used as a camping area for recreational vehicles and tents (between 1971 and  

1980).  The Ocean Institute began in 1981 as a joint power authority and then re- 

chartered as a nonprofit organization, with the broad objective of increasing  

awareness and understanding of the marine environment (formerly known as the  

Orange County Marine Institute until November 1999).  With a small staff, the  

organization has developed a highly successful science and environmental  

education program with a mission to provide marine-related education to school- 

aged children and adults throughout Orange County.    

  

The Ocean Institute’s programs and exhibits are a destination for school field trips on  

weekdays throughout the school year.  Most visitors are elementary school students  

visiting the exhibits and the bookstore, tall ships or exploring the nearby tide pools of  

the Marine Life Refuge that is located southwest of the Ocean Institute grounds.  On  

weekends, the facilities are open to the public.  

  

In addition to the County’s practice of leasing other properties throughout the  

Harbor to independent merchants, recreational services and equipment vendors  

and restaurateur’s, Dana Point Harbor also provides facilities for the on-going  

activities of a sailing association and two yacht clubs.  As is the case with all Harbor  

lease agreements, facilities are provided on a rental basis that also includes a profit  

sharing component that is based on a percentage of sales receipts.  

  

Under the terms of leases, the sailing association and yacht clubs are specifically for  

the purpose of operating the facilities and conducting the boating, social, youth  

programs and educational activities that are generally associated with the  

operation of such a club or organization.  Each of the leases further stipulates that  

the clubs activities include youth programs and boating education programs  

available to the general public.  Furthermore, the clubs must also make significant  

portions of the facilities available at all reasonable times to the public (member and  
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non-member) groups for banquets, receptions, meetings, luncheons, conferences,  

seminars and other similar events as the size of the facility permits.  

 

Additionally, the lease agreements provide that any boat slip area included as part  

of the leasehold (as applicable) shall be used for small boat rigging, temporary  

berthing of transient/guest boaters and/or slip rental to yacht club or sailing  

association members or the public on a non-discretionary basis and at fair market  

charges based on the prevailing rates in Dana Point Harbor.  Transient/guest boaters  

are permitted to occupy the slips for periods ranging from overnight to seven days  

and may also be made available on a reciprocal basis to members of visiting  

boater clubs for up to three days.  

 

3.2.1  Tidelands Lease -- Policies  
 

3.2.1-1  Administer the use of the tidelands and submerged lands in a manner  

consistent with the tidelands trust and all applicable laws.  

  

3.2.1-2  Promote the use of the Harbor for navigation, fishing, public access, water- 

oriented recreation and the provision of coastal-dependent uses adjacent  

to the water in leasing or re-leasing of publicly owned land.  Commercial  

uses, incidental to the above uses, are also allowed.    

  

3.2.1-3  Evaluate and ensure the consistency of the proposed use with the public  

trust restrictions and the public interest at the time any tideland lease is re- 

negotiated or renewed.  

  

3.2.1-4   

New boating/yacht clubs or associations that require membership and/or  

fees for enrollment/initiation and/or other recurrent fees (e.g. member dues,  

assessments, etc.), or any other facilities that operate similarly, on public  

tidelands, are prohibited.  Any expansion of existing legally established  

boating/yacht clubs, associations and/or such clubs that renew or  

renegotiate their lease on public tidelands shall be required to: 1) allow  

unrestricted public access to and along the bulkhead/waterfront; 2) make  

significant portions of the facilities available at all reasonable times to the  

public (member and non-member) groups for banquets, receptions,  

meetings, luncheons, conferences, seminars and other similar events, and  

shall market the facilities as such; 3) provide activities at the facilities  

accessible to the general public throughout the year such as, but not  

limited to, sailing and navigation classes; sailing and boat racing events,  

and boating safety classes; 4) offer sailing, navigation, and boating safety  

classes and boat use and equipment for free and low cost to economically  

disadvantaged families; 5)  prohibit membership requirements that  

discriminate against anyone on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,  

national origin, sexual orientation or disability.  
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 3.2.1-5  The County shall offer a program to include, but not be limited to, sailing,  

navigation, and boating safety classes, and boat and equipment use, for  

free to youths (up to age 18) of economically disadvantaged families, with  

any proposal to expand or improve County operated facilities (e.g., OC  

Sailing & Events Center) that offer water oriented recreational opportunities  

to the public.  

 

3.3  Marine Waterways, Marine Services, Education Basin and Harbor Basin  
 

The marinas include the West Marina in Planning Area 9 (west of Island Way, which  

includes the West Turning Basin and the OC Sailing and Events Center docks), the  

East Marina in Planning Area 10 (east of Island Way, adjacent to Dana Wharf,  

including the East Turning Basin, a full-service fuel dock and a bait receiver) and the  

Embarcadero Marina, located in Planning Area 11 adjacent to the public boat  

launch ramp.  The marinas are fully sheltered from the open ocean by  

approximately 8,000 linear feet of federal breakwater plus the Island.    

The West Marina (Planning Area 9) channel connects the marina to the West Turning  

Basin, which contains docks for the Sea Explorer and the two tall ships, the Spirit of  

Dana Point and the Pilgrim.  In addition, a public beach area commonly known as  

Baby Beach is located adjacent to the West Turning Basin.  

  

The East Marina (Planning Area 10) contains the Orange County Sheriff Harbor Patrol  

docks, which are located near the entrance to the East Marina.  Commercial fishing  

slips are located adjacent to the Sheriff Harbor Patrol docks.  The East Marina  

channel connects the East Marina to the East Turning Basin, which contains a full- 

service fuel dock and a bait receiver.  

  

Embarcadero Marina is located in Planning Area 11, northeast of the East Turning  

Basin.  Planning Area 11 also contains the sport fishing docks, charter boat docks,  

the Catalina Express dock, boat rental facilities, the public boat launch ramp and  

docks, as well as the docks used by the shipyard operator.  

  

 The LUP allows for the renovation and/or replacement of the docks and related  

infrastructure to better serve visitors and coastal dependent businesses while  

ensuring that boating and water-oriented recreational uses are protected and  

enhanced.    Additionally, new Embarcadero / dry stack boat storage staging docks  

and dinghy docks are anticipated.   Public access to the existing yacht  

clubs/association will increase with expansion of those facilities as well as the  

provision of free and low cost sailing, navigation, and boating safety classes to  

economically disadvantaged youths with the expansion of certain County facilities  

in the Harbor.    
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Dry storage of vessels is on-land storage of vessels including vessels normally stored in  

open or enclosed rack structures, on trailers, cradles, boat stands or by other means.   

The LUP amendment allows for commercial dry boat storage in a multi-story dry  

boat storage facility with the capacity of housing approximately 400 vessels in the  

Marine Services Commercial (MSC) area and requires that the existing number of  

surface dry storage spaces within the MSC area also be maintained until a dry  

storage facility is built and is open for use.   Also, a minimum of 93 mast up surface  

boat storage spaces will be maintained and additional surface dry boat spaces,  
where feasible.  Additionally, the yacht clubs and associations have facilities for the  

limited storage of members’ boats.    

4.2.1  Vessel Launching -- Policies  

  

4.2.1-1  Protect and where feasible, expand and enhance vessel-launching facilities  

in Dana Point Harbor.  Provide low-cost use of such facilities.  

  

4.2.1-2  Protect, and where feasible, expand and enhance low-cost public boating  

facilities, such as providing a dedicated hand launch area at Baby Beach  

during peak usage periods; make publicly accessible areas of the docks  

available for hand launching; and providing adequate locations for  

vendors renting kayaks, paddleboards or other similar small vessels.  

  
4.2.1-3  As part of a comprehensive Dana Point Harbor Sign Program, provide  

information to assist boat owners/operators and the public in locating  

public launching facilities.  

  

4.2.2  Berthing and Storage -- Policies  

  

4.2.2-1  Provide a variety of berthing opportunities reflecting State and regional  

demand for slip size throughout Dana Point Harbor without reducing the total number of boats 

housed within the harbor unless it can be demonstrated that demand has been reduced.    

4.2.2-2  Protect, and where feasible, enhance and expand berthing, dry boat  

storage facilities and hand launch vessel storage opportunities.  

  

4.2.2-3  Maintain existing quantity of anchorage space, and where feasible, provide  

new anchorages in areas of the Harbor that minimize interference with  

navigation and where shore access and support facilities are available.  

  

4.2.2-4 Continue to enforce requirements that moored and docked vessels are  
seaworthy and navigable (including, but not limited to, Orange County Codified Ordinance Section 

2-2-52) [this document needs to be attached as the referenced document appears inappropriate], 

thereby preserving the safe and positive image of Dana Point Harbor and promoting public use of the 

water.    

4.2.2-5  Protect, and where feasible, expand and enhance facilities and services for  

visiting vessels, including public mooring and docking facilities, dinghy  
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docks, guest slips, club guest slips, pump-out stations and other facilities. A  

minimum of 42 guest slips shall be maintained in the Harbor.  

  

4.2.2-6  Protect and enhance berthing opportunities in Dana Point Harbor by  

Expanding berthing areas and minimizing the net loss of slips.  The total number of slips may be reduced 

in order to meet the demand of the existing waiting list for larger slips, to reduce the number of boats that 

overhang their current slips by more than 3 feet, and to meet current engineering and ADA design 

requirements.  The Revitalization slip CDP must be issued before implementing any development 

allowed by this LUP that would constrain any possible berthing expansion or retention. The net loss of 

slips shall not exceed 477 slips and the average slip length shall not exceed 34 feet.   

  

4.2.2-7  Design and site new development to avoid impacts to existing coastal- 

dependent and coastal-related developments.  When reviewing new  

development proposals, give full consideration to the impact on coastal- 

dependent and coastal-related land uses including not only the proposed  

development on the subject property, but also the potential to limit existing  

coastal-dependent and coastal-related land uses on adjacent properties.  

  

4.2.2-8  Maintain the Marine Commercial (MC) and Marine Services Commercial  

(MSC) designation in area on or near the water to encourage a  

continuation of coastal-dependent and coastal-related uses.  

  

4.2.2-9  Encourage and maintain marine-related businesses and industries unless the  

demand for such facilities no longer exists.   A shipyard shall be an allowable use in Planning Area 1 

and shall be maintained at no less than 1.6 2.5acres in size. Existing Kayak, Jet Ski, and Stand Up 

Paddle board businesses are to be maintained and expanded if possible. 

  

4.2.2-10  Ensure that the redevelopment of Dana Point Harbor maintains and  

enhances the following coastal-dependent and coastal related uses:  

  

 •  Redesign and if necessary expand the existing boat launch facility to  

maximize the number of vehicle with trailer parking spaces meeting  

Department of Boating and Waterway guidelines (minimum 292 spaces);  

  

•  Retain the existing number of dry boat storage spaces, 683 planning area 1 and 2,  until a  

replacement dry stack storage facility is constructed and open for use.   

Maintain a minimum of 93 283 [explanation: 683-400] mast up surface boat storage spaces within  

the Harbor at all times,  additional spaces shall be provided where feasible;  

  
•  Retain the existing number of slips in the east and west marina until a dry stack storage facility 

and surface boat storage is constructed and open for use within the Harbor while insuring that all 

eliminated small slips (<30’) are accommodated by expanded dry boat storage within the harbor; 

and  
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•  Maintain boater parking at a minimum ratio of 0.7560 parking spaces per  

boat slip in all areas of the Harbor.  

  
4.3  Harbor Support Facilities  

Harbor support facilities are uses, equipment and vessels that provide repair,  

maintenance, new construction, parts and supplies, fueling, waste removal,  

cleaning and related services to vessels berthed in or visiting Dana Point Harbor.  

  
4.3.1  Harbor Support Facility -- Policies  

  

4.3.1-1 Protect public coastal access recreational opportunities through the  

provision of adequate support facilities and services.  
  

4.2.3-2  Ensure the distribution of support facilities and services in Dana Point Harbor  

considers the amount of public use.  

  

4.3.1-3  Protect and where feasible, expand and enhance facilities necessary to  

support vessels berthed or moored in Dana Point Harbor, such as boat haul- 

out and repair facilities.  

  

4.3.1-4  Protect and where feasible, expand and enhance existing harbor support  

uses serving the needs of existing waterfront uses, recreational boaters, the  

boating community and visiting vessels.  

  

4.3.1-5  Maintain the ability to distribute, remove and relocate support facilities and  

services in Dana Point Harbor in response to changes in land uses and  

recreational interests while continuing to provide comparable facilities and  

levels of service.  

  

4.3.1-6  Coordinate with the California State Department of Parks and Recreation to  

expand and enhance support facilities and access opportunities between  

Dana Point Harbor and Doheny State Beach.  

  

4.3.1-7  As part of a comprehensive Dana Point Harbor Sign Program, provide  

information to direct the public to parking areas, restrooms and other  

support facilities in and adjacent to Dana Point Harbor.  

  

4.4  Marine Commercial (MC) and Marine Services Commercial (MSC)  

  

The Harbor Patrol Facility is contemplated to be expanded from 6,000 sq. ft. to 7,500  

sq. ft.  A potential seasonal water taxi may be provided, with pick-up/drop-off  

locations at the Harbor Patrol Facility, at one or more locations in Island Park and at  

the Dana Point Yacht Club.    
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To aid and enhance water quality improvements a materials and recycling disposal  

station would be installed within Planning Area 4 to facilitate boater drop-off of  

materials such as oil absorbing bilge pads.  Plans also contemplate enhancements  

in visitor parking availability and the replacement of existing turn-around at each  

end of Dana Drive to resolve large vehicle and emergency access constraints.   

Additional public parking may also be provided through the reconfiguration of  

Dana Drive.   

  

The Land Use Plan amendment would provide enhancements to the Marine  

Services Commercial area by allowing one (1) dry stack boat storage facility  

building with a capacity to store up to 400 boats generally ranging in size from 20 to  

40 feet.  Currently, County maintenance buildings occupy a portion of this Planning  

Area.    

  

The dry stack facility would offer enhanced boater services, including valet launch  

and retrieval services  and may also include new offices, marine retail sales and  

boater lounge area, a hoist, boat maintenance area and other support space.    

  

The provision of surface boat storage and parking for the boat launch (i.e. vehicle  

with boat trailer) is a priority in the Marine Services Commercial area. At full build- 

out, the marine services area parking will include 326 513 [explanation 683 * 

.75]vehicle parking spaces, approximately 93 283 [explanation 683-400] surface boat 

storage spaces and 292 vehicles with trailer parking spaces.  

  

  

4.4.1   Marine Commercial (MC) and Marine Services Commercial (MSC) – Polices    

4.4.1-1  Facilities serving the commercial fishing and recreational boating industries  

shall be protected and where feasible, upgraded.  Existing commercial  

fishing and recreational boating shall not be reduced unless the demand  

for those facilities no longer exists or adequate substitute space has been  

provided.  Proposed recreational boating facilities shall, where feasible, be  

designed and located in such a fashion as not to interfere with the needs of  

the commercial fishing industry. (Coastal Act Section 30234)  

  

4.4.1-2  Renovation of the southern portion of the Marine Services Commercial area  

of the Harbor (southern portion of Planning Area 1) may include reconfiguration of the only 

areas presently used for non-shipyard relatedrecreational boating activities such as boat 

storage, boat brokerages, jet-ski rentals and sales and kayak rentals to include a future boat 

storage area.  

  

4.4.1-3  To provide enhancements to boater facilities and services in the Marine  

Services Commercial area (Planning Area 1) construct one (1) dry stack  
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boat storage facility building with a capacity to store up to 400 boats  

generally ranging in size from 20 to 40 feet. Other services may include  

ancillary marine-related administrative, professional and business offices,  

marine retail store, a boater lounge area, a hoist, boat maintenance area,  

and potentially other boat maintenance and support space. The existing  

public launch ramp and associated vehicle and trailer parking facilities shall  

be enhanced and maintained.  The existing vehicle with trailer parking  

spaces shall be reconfigured such that all spaces meet California  

Department of Boating and Waterways guidelines.  30% shall be of 10 x 40 

feet 50% shall be 45 x 12’ and 20% shall be 51 x 12’.  Maximum number of 

spaces should be pull through but not less than 50% of each size category.   

4.4.1-4  To aid and enhance water quality improvements a materials and recycling  

disposal station will be installed to facilitate boater drop-off of materials  

such as oil absorbing bilge pads.  

  

4.4.1-5  Renovation of the Marine Commercial area (Planning Area 4) may include  

the potential expansion of the two existing yacht clubs, restaurant upgrades  

and modifications to the Harbor Patrol offices to provide additional meeting  

rooms and staff office space.  Additional new private (membership) yacht  

clubs are prohibited.  

  

4.4.1-6  Access to the Marine Services Commercial areas shall be maintained during  

all construction phases.  A Construction Management Plan shall be  

prepared identifying the configuration of construction staging areas,  

temporary access routes and parking areas and will be submitted with  

development permit applications.  

  

4.5 Public Facilities  

  

The Land Use Plan policies for the Dana Point Harbor related to the location of  

public facilities are in furtherance of the following Coastal Act policy:  

  

 Coastal Act §30212.5 provides:  
  

 Wherever appropriate and feasible, public facilities, including  
parking areas or facilities shall be distributed throughout an area  

so as to mitigate against the impacts, social and otherwise of  
overcrowding or overuse by the public of any single area.  

  
Lands designated for public facilities that are on or adjacent to the shoreline are  

primarily used for public parking for access to the beach and open space areas,  

public safety facilities and educational facilities.  In Dana Point Harbor, these  

facilities include Baby Beach, Island Park, the Ocean Institute, Harbor Patrol and the  

OC Sailing and Events Center.  
  

Exhibit #30
8 of 17
Bruce Heyman Comments



 

                                

                                California Coastal Commission                     DPT-MAJ-1-08 

                          Suggested Modifications (Entire Document)                   EXHIBIT 17 

   City of Dana Point LCPA MAJ-DPT-01-08  
05.26.2009 Version  

 

    CHAPTER 4    
   DANA POINT HARBOR REVITALIZATION PLAN  
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4.5.1  Dana Point Harbor Public Facility -- Policies  

  

4.5.1-1  Wherever appropriate and feasible, public facilities, including parking areas  

or facilities shall be distributed throughout an area so as to mitigate against  

the impacts, social and otherwise, of overcrowding or overuse by the public  

of any single area. This is to include Planning Areas 1 and Two. (Coastal Act 

Section 30212.5)    
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5.0  Visitor-Serving Commercial Development  

  

This chapter sets forth the Land Use Plan policies for Dana Point Harbor related to the  

location of visitor serving commercial and related development which are in  

furtherance of the following Coastal Act policies:  

  
 Coastal Act §30213 provides:  

   Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities shall be protected,  

encouraged and where feasible, provided.  Developments  

providing public recreational opportunities are preferred.  

  
Coastal Act §30221 provides:  

  
 Oceanfront land suitable for recreational use shall be protected  

for recreational use and development unless present and  

foreseeable future demand for public or commercial recreational  

activities that could be accommodated on the property is already  
adequately provided for in the area.  

  

Coastal Act §30222 provides:  

   The use of private lands suitable for visitor serving commercial  
recreational facilities designed to enhance public opportunities  

for coastal recreation shall have priority over private residential,  
general industrial or general commercial development, but not  

over agriculture or coastal-dependent industry.  

  
Coastal Act §30223 provides:  

  

 Upland areas necessary to support coastal recreational uses shall  

be reserved for such uses, where feasible.  

Coastal Act §30250 (c) provides:  

  
 Visitor Serving facilities that cannot feasibly be located in existing  
developed areas shall be located in existing isolated  

developments or at selected points of attraction for visitors.  

  

  
5.1  Visitor Serving Commercial (VSC) and Day Use Commercial (DUC)  

  

In order to insure that Coastal Act priorities are accommodated in the Day Use  

Commercial Planning Area, extensive site planning has been undertaken, balancing  

the need for boater services and parking, visitor serving retail and restaurants,  

coastal access, etc.  All these land uses, when combined, play a significant role in  

ensuring that the policies in this Section can be met and Coastal Policies ensured.  
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  5.1.1  Visitor Serving Commercial (VSC) and Day Use Commercial (DUC) --  

Policies  

  
5.1.1-1  Future visitor serving facilities shall be located in those areas designated as  

Visitor Serving Commercial and Day Use Commercial by the Dana Point  

Harbor Land Use Plan.  

    
5.1.1-2  Continue to provide commercial uses, including eating and drinking  

establishments, recreation and entertainment establishments as a means of  

providing public access to the waterfront.  

  
5.1.1-3  The Commercial Core area shall include a public Pedestrian Promenade,  

located immediately adjacent to the waterfront and extending from  

Casitas Place to Dana Wharf that will vary in width from 15 to 50 feet.  

  

5.1.1-4  Design of the Commercial Core buildings and facilities shall improve the  

water orientation of these visitor serving land uses through the integration  

with the Festival Plaza, the Pedestrian Promenade and the merchants  

located on Dana Wharf.  

  

5.1.1-5  As a part of planned new development, visitor serving commercial and  

restaurant uses may be integrated into a two-level podium structure, with  

visitor serving commercial and restaurant uses and parking on each level.  

  

5.1.1-6  The two-level parking deck in the Commercial Core area shall be designed  

to provide direct access from the Street of the Golden Lantern and  

adjacent Harbor surface parking areas.  

  

5.1.1-7  Cluster and phase new commercial development in the Harbor to minimize  

significant adverse individual or cumulative impacts on public recreational  

areas and the ability to provide adequate land area and support facilities  

for higher priority public access, public recreational and coastal dependent  

uses.  

  

5.1.1-8  Phase new commercial development such that sufficient parking for higher  

priority uses (e.g. slips, boat launch, surface boat storage) is provided prior  

to construction of the new commercial development.  

  

5.1.1-9  The quantity of boat slips to be provided in the Harbor shall be identified  

through issuance of required CDP(s) for boat slip replacement prior to 

approval of any new commercial development in the Harbor to ensure that 

adequate land area is reserved to provide parking for the boat slips.  
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CCC SUGGESTED MODIFICATION: REMOVE BUILDING FOOTPRINTS  

FROM GRAPHIC 

 05 - 200 9    

Recommend that building foot prints be left so that Commissioners and 

General Public can understand magnitude and location of Intensification. 
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    CHAPTER 6    
   DANA POINT HARBOR REVITALIZATION PLAN  
  

     PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATION  

  

  

  

6.1.1-4 Existing, new or improved public access shall be well posted.  A  

Comment: Modify the Dana Point  

Harbor Coastal Access Map to  

remove the anticipated  

foot prints/locations of new   

buildings.   

comprehensive signage plan shall be implemented in conjunction with new  

development to inform the public of the availability of and provide  

direction to coastal access ways, on-site recreational amenities, and public  

parking areas.  The County shall coordinate an access signing system to  

facilitate regional access from Interstate 5 and Pacific Coast Highway.  

  
6.1.1-5  Public access will continue to be provided to the marine life refuge.  

  6.1.1-6  Existing access trails will be managed for controlled access if use is  

excessive and contributing to the deterioration of highly sensitive habitat  

areas.  Management mechanisms shall be maintained, and where  

necessary mo dified, in conjunction with the State Department of Fish and  

Game.  

  
6.1.1-7  Development shall not interfere with the public’s right of access to the sea  

where acquired through use or legislative authorization, including, but not  

limited to, the use of dry sand and rocky coastal beaches to the first line of  

terrestrial vegetation. (Coastal Act Section 30211)  
  

6.1.1-8  Public access from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline and along  

the coast shall be provided in new development except where it is  

inconsistent with public safety, military security needs, or the protection of  

fragile coastal resources, or where adequate access exists nearby. (Coastal  

Act Section 30212)  
  

6.1.1-9  Public access, which shall be conspicuously posted, and public recreational  

opportunities, shall be  provided to the maximum extent feasible for all the  

people to access the coastal zone area and shoreline consistent with public  

safety needs and the need to protect public rights and natural resource  

areas from overuse. (Coastal Act Section 30210)  
  

6.1.1-10 Public access and views of the waterfront shall be enhanced through the  
creation of a large, centralized outdoor Festival Plaza (approximately 35,000  

sq. ft.), and located at the southern terminus of the Street of the Golden  

Lantern that provides a combination of landscaping, special paving and  

informal seating opportunities, serving as a central gathering place for  

events, activities and celebrations.   

  

6.1.1-11 Wherever appropriate and feasible, public facilities including parking areas  

or facilities, shall be distributed throughout an area so as to mitigate against  
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    CHAPTER 6    
   DANA POINT HARBOR REVITALIZATION PLAN  
  

     PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATION  

  

  

To minimize the disruption of traffic and parking facilities in and around the Harbor  

for marina users and visitors during construction activities, a Construction  

Management Plan would provide alternative strategies that include use of a  

combination of on- and off-site parking areas to be utilized for the temporary  

storage of boats, vehicles and employee parking.  During significant special events  

or periods of peak Harbor usage, Harbor visitors and guest parking at off-site  

locations would be linked by using regularly scheduled shuttle transportation.  
  

 Dana Point Harbor Parking -- Policies  

     
6.2.5-1  All parking facilities shall be designed to include safe and secure parking for  

bicycles.  

    

6.2.5-2  Encourage the use of shared parking facilities where feasible to improve public 

access to the coast. Coastal Development Permit to be issued defining shared 

parking rules, process monitoring and modifications before implementation. 

(Coastal Act Sections 30212.5 & 30252) 

 

    
6.2.5-3  Adequate parking will be provided in close proximity to all facilities. Too Vague    

  6.2.5-4  Maintain public access to the coast by providing better transit and parking  

opportunities. (Coastal Act Section 30252)  

  6.2.5-5  Provide sufficient off-street parking. (Coastal Act Section 30250)  

  

6.2.5-6  Dedicated boater parking areas shall be located within a maximum of  

1,00030-feet of the head of docks they serve.  

  
6.2.5-7 Provide opportunities for shared parking facilities in the Harbor. See 6.2.5-2 above. 

  

6.2.5-8  Create a parking management program which assesses parking demand and 

requirements based on seasonal variations in the use of Harbor facilities, while 

prioritizing dedicated boater parking opportunities. Need to specify enforcement 

process as City/County have ignored for last 40 years.     

6.2.5-9  Off-street parking requirements for uses shall be provided consistent with the ratios 

required in Section 14 of the Harbor District Regulations Off-Street Parking 

Standards and Regulations as certified by the California Coastal Commission on 

[insert date].  Changes to these requirements require a Local Coastal Program 

Amendment. How is it possible for us to evaluate this without Section 14 published 

and agreed to?  Grossly undercounting commercial slips. 
 
6.2.5-10 Separate pedestrian sidewalks will be provided as part of the ramp design  

to minimize pedestrians using parking aisles to access the Commercial Core  

area businesses.  
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    CHAPTER 6    
   DANA POINT HARBOR REVITALIZATION PLAN  
  

     PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATION  

  
6.2.5-11 Prioritize construction of proposed parking facilities in new development to 

augment parking for Harbor visitors and boaters while insuring that no 

recreational boating resources are compromised by the construction of said 

parking facility.. 

 

 

6.2.5-12 Dedicated boater drop-off areas and parking shall be provided in the  

Commercial Core.  
  
6.2.5-13 Existing surface parking may be re-striped to improve efficiencies in parking  

stall configuration.  

    
6.2.5-14 Prior to the approval of any Coastal Development Permit or Grading Permit  

for Revitalization Plan improvements, OC Dana Point Harbor shall prepare a  

Parking Management Plan (PMP) that ensures public access will be retained  

and to reduce construction congestion / conflicts.  

  
6.2.5-15 OC Dana Point Harbor shall prepare a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) to  

include a provision for use of off-site locations for parking for peak Harbor  

use periods.  
  

  
6.2.6  Arterial Highways, Local Roads and Circulation  

  

The overarching goal of ensuring that new development maintains and enhances  

public access to the coast, as required by Coastal Act §30212, is carried out through  

the planned regional circulation improvements required by the affected agencies.   

Exhibit 6-1, Dana Point Harbor Arterial Highways, shows the roadway system serving  

the Dana Point Harbor and surrounding land uses.  Access to Dana Point Harbor is  

provided principally from Pacific Coast Highway via Dana Point Harbor Drive and  

the Street of the Golden Lantern.  Pacific Coast Highway is classified as a Major  

Arterial Highway and both Dana Point Harbor Drive and the Street of the Golden  

Lantern are Primary Arterials.    

  

Dana Point Harbor Drive is a four-lane divided roadway trending in an east-west  

direction to the turn-around located adjacent to the OC Sailing and Events Center,  

where the road transitions to a 2-lane, non-divided roadway; on-street parking is  

provided in some locations.  The posted speed limit is 25 mph for the segment  

between Cove Road and the Street of the Golden Lantern and 30 mph on the  

divided segment between Street of the Golden Lantern and Pacific Coast Highway.   

Street of the Golden Lantern is a four to six-lane divided roadway trending in a  

north-south direction; on-street parking is provided north of Dana Point Harbor  
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    CHAPTER 6    
   DANA POINT HARBOR REVITALIZATION PLAN  
  

     PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATION  

  

6.3.1-6  Maintain, enhance, and where feasible, expand places to hand launch  

small non-motorized watercraft and provide necessary parking; as well as  

opportunities to rent and store such watercraft.  
  

6.3.2  Recreational and Education Programs  
  
Dana Point Harbor, through the operations of several independent businesses and  

non-profit organizations presently offer a variety of low-cost boating opportunities  

including: ferry passenger service to Catalina Island, guest docks, jet ski, kayak,  

paddleboard and boat rentals, whale watching excursions, sports fishing charters  

and tours of historic tall ships.  Additionally, a number of the boater-related  

organizations in the Harbor offer instructional classes on sailing and boating  

throughout the year that are available to anyone who is interested.  The Ocean  

Institute and OC Sailing and Events Center both conduct an extensive number of  

recreational and educational programs for groups ranging in age from toddlers and  

elementary school students to adults, including summer and school break youth  
programs.  Public watercraft launching is available at the boat launch ramp facility  

and hand launching of canoes, kayaks and paddle boards can be done at Baby  

Beach, the public dock at the fishing pier, the boat launch ramp and from the dock  

areas throughout the Harbor.   

  6.3.3 Temporary Events  
  
Dana Point Harbor has long recently becomebeen the venue for temporary events, including film  

productions, runs, races, water-related sporting events, concerts, boat shows,  

holiday observances and other such events.  Presently, the County and the City of  

Dana Point regulate these events by requiring special event permits.  
  

Temporary Event -- Policies  

  

6.3.3-1  Temporary events shall minimize impacts to public access, recreation, recreational boating 

resources and coastal resources. A Coastal Development Permit shall be required for all 

temporary events that meet all of the following criteria: 1) held during and between Memorial 

Day and Labor Day weekends or on any holiday; 2) occupy any portion of a public sandy 

beach; and 3) involve a charge for general public admission where no fee is currently charged 

for use of the same area.  A Coastal Development Permit shall also be required for temporary 

events that do not meet all of these criteria, but have the potential to result in significant 

adverse impacts to public access and/or coastal resources. (Coastal Act/30212)   

 

 6.3.3-2  Special event permits and Coastal Development Permits (as required  

above) for temporary events shall be required to provide details on event  

characteristics, including duration (from set up/assembly to break- 

down/dismantling and clean-up times), event hours, per day estimated  
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    CHAPTER 6    
   DANA POINT HARBOR REVITALIZATION PLAN  
  

     PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATION  

  

attendance, parking management and shuttle arrangements, plan to minimize 

disruption to recreational boating resources, traffic control, noise control,  

waste removal, insurance, equipment to be used, food service, entertainment, 

sponsorships and advertising/marketing plans.  
  6.3.3-3  A Special Event Permit shall be required for all events that necessitate the  

temporary closure of a public roadway and shall be reviewed and  

approved by the Orange County Sheriff’s Department prior to permit  

issuance.  

  

6.3.3-4   Shuttle service from off-site parking areas and available to the public free of  

charge shall be required to serve any temporary event requiring a Coastal  

Development Permit.    

  

6.3.4  Access for Persons with Disabilities  
  
People with disabilities that limit their mobility require special improvements in order  

to be afforded access to coastal resources.  Dana Point Harbor continues to ensure  

that persons with disabilities have access to coastal areas through implementation  

of an ongoing retrofitting of the existing facilities and the enhancements proposed  

as part of the Dana Point Harbor Revitalization Plan improvements to land and  

waterside areas.  

  

  
 Access for Persons with Disabilities -- Policies  

  
6.3.4-1  Ensure accessibility of pedestrian facilities to the elderly and disabled.  

  
6.3.4-2  Ensure that planned public facilities include provisions for adequate access  

for persons with disabilities and that to the extent feasible, existing facilities  

are appropriately retrofitted to include such access as required by the  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in a manner consistent with the  

protection of coastal resources.  

  6.3.4-3  Design guardrails on piers, trails and public viewing areas to take into  

consideration the views at the eye level of persons in wheelchairs.  

  6.3.4-4  Provide appropriately located handicap parking spaces in designated  

boater parking areas to allow access to gangways and boat docks  

designed to accommodate wheelchairs.  
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Exhibit No. 38 
 
All e-mail and correspondence received by the Commission in conjunction with 
its scheduled hearing on Dana Point LCPA 1-08 that was to be held on June 11, 
2009, but was subsequently postponed, are incorporated herein by reference.  
However, those materials have not been reproduced again for the staff report for 
October 2009.  If you wish to review those letters, please use the following link to 
the June 11th staff report which contains reproductions of those letters and email: 
 
http://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2009/6/Th22.5a-6-2009.pdf
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2009/6/Th22.5a-6-2009.pdf



