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To: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Dan Carl, District Manager 
Susan Craig, Coastal Planner 

Subject: De Minimis Amendment Determination for Santa Cruz County Local Coastal Program 
Amendment Number 2-08 (Wireless Communication Facilities) 

Santa Cruz County’s Proposed Amendment 
Santa Cruz County is proposing to amend its certified Local Coastal Program (LCP) Implementation 
Plan (IP) to: 1) apply a visual impact buffer between roof-mounted wireless communication facilities 
(WCF) and residential areas; 2) limit the number of WCF antennas and equipment shelters/enclosures 
on a single parcel to nine and three respectively; and 3) require a buffer between WCFs and public 
schools (see Exhibit B for the proposed changes). 

De Minimis LCP Amendment Determination 
Pursuant to Coastal Act Section 30514(d), the Executive Director may determine that a proposed LCP 
amendment is “de minimis.” In order to qualify as a de minimis amendment, the amendment must meet 
the following three criteria: 

1. The Executive Director determines that the proposed amendment would have no impact, either 
individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, and that it is consistent with the policies of 
Chapter 3;  

2. The local government provides public notice of the proposed amendment at least 21 days prior to 
submitting the amendment to the Commission, by one of the following methods: posting on-site and 
off-site in the affected area, newspaper publication, or direct mailing to owners and occupants of 
contiguous property; and 

3. The amendment does not propose any change in use of land or water or allowable use of property. 

If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is de minimis, that determination must be 
reported to the Commission. If three or more commissioners object to the de minimis LCP amendment 
determination, then the amendment shall be set for a future public hearing; if three or more 
commissioners do not object to the de minimis determination, then the amendment is deemed approved, 
and it becomes a certified part of the LCP 10 days after the date of the Commission meeting (in this 
case, on February 15, 2009). 

The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s determination 
that the proposed LCP amendment is de minimis. 
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Each of the de minimis criteria is discussed briefly below: 

1. No impact to coastal resources and consistency with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act: The 
County’s certified wireless communication facilities (WCF) ordinance prohibits installation of 
WCFs within particularly sensitive areas of the County (such as between the first public road and the 
shoreline, in certain residential and agricultural zoning districts, and on school grounds).  Within 
other sensitive areas of the County (the right-of-way of the first public road, and in specific 
residential and other zoning districts) WCFs are restricted and criteria have been established 
regarding how and where these facilities could be constructed in these areas.  In all other non-
prohibited and non-restricted areas, WCFs are allowed subject to specific application and siting and 
design criteria.  The proposed amendment to the WCF ordinance would retain the above prohibitions 
and restrictions while adding further visual protections by: 1) applying a visual impact buffer 
between roof-mounted WCFs and residential areas; 2) limiting the number of antennas at co-
location/multi-carrier WCF sites to no more than nine antennas and no more than three separate 
equipment shelters/enclosures on any single parcel to limit cumulative impacts; and 3) requiring a 
buffer between WCFs and public schools (see Exhibit B for proposed amendment language).  The 
proposed changes will reduce the visual impacts of WCFs at multi-carrier sites, and near residences 
and schools. 

The proposed changes will reduce potential impacts on visual resources within the coastal zone. 
Thus, the proposed amendment will not have an adverse impact, either individually or cumulatively, 
on coastal resources, and it is consistent with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. 

2. Provision of public notice: The County provided public notice in advance of both the Planning 
Commission hearing (held on September 10, 2008) and the Board of Supervisor’s hearing (held on 
October 21, 2008). For the Planning Commission hearing, a newspaper advertisement notice was 
printed on August 23, 2008. For the Board hearing, a newspaper advertisement notice was printed on 
October 11, 2008. In addition, the proposed text was made available at the Planning Department 
front counter, at the office of the Clerk of the Board, and at the Santa Cruz County library, all in 
advance of the County’s hearings; the text was also made available on the County’s website in 
advance of the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors’ hearings. The amendment submittal 
was subsequently received by Commission staff on December 23, 2008, thus satisfying the 21-day 
requirement.  

3.  No change in use of land or allowable use of property: No change in use is proposed by this 
amendment. 

Coastal Commission Concurrence 
The Executive Director will report this de minimis LCP amendment determination, and any comments 
received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its February 5, 2009 meeting at Huntington Beach City 
Hall City Council Chambers, 200 Main Street in Huntington Beach. If you have any questions or need 
additional information regarding the proposed amendment or the method under which it is being 
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processed, please contact Susan Craig at the Central Coast District Office in Santa Cruz. If you wish to 
comment on and/or object to the proposed de minimis LCP amendment determination, please do so by 
January 30, 2009. 

LCP Amendment Action Deadline:  
This proposed LCP amendment was filed as complete on January 7, 2009. It is IP only and the 60-day 
action deadline is March 8, 2009. Thus, unless the Commission extends the action deadline (it may be 
extended by up to one year), the Commission has until March 8, 2009 to take a final action on this LCP 
amendment. 

 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit A: Board of Supervisors’ Resolution  
Exhibit B: Proposed Changes to LCP Sections 13.10.661 and 13.10.663 
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