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Prepared February 19, 2009 (for March 12, 2009 Hearing) 

To: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Dan Carl, District Manager 
Susan Craig, Coastal Planner 

Subject: Minor Amendment Determination for Santa Cruz County Local Coastal Program 
Amendment Number 1-08 Part 4 (Wells and Groundwater Protection) 

Santa Cruz County’s Proposed Amendment 
Santa Cruz County is proposing to amend the certified Local Coastal Program (LCP) Implementation 
Plan’s (IP) water well ordinance (Chapter 7.70) to provide for increased protection of groundwater 
resources and to clarify issues regarding environmental review and groundwater emergencies. See 
Exhibit A for the Board of Supervisors’ Resolutions and see Exhibit B for the cross-through and 
underlined proposed changes. These proposed changes would apply throughout the County.  

Minor LCP Amendment Determination 
Pursuant to California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 13555, the Executive Director may 
determine that a proposed LCP amendment is “minor.” CCR Section 13554 defines minor LCP 
amendments. Among other things, minor LCP amendments include: 

CCR Section 13554(a). Changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning 
ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not 
change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and which are found by the Executive 
Director of the Commission or the Commission to be consistent with the land use plan as 
certified by the Commission. 

If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is minor, that determination must be reported to 
the Commission. If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request that it be processed 
as a major LCP amendment, then the amendment shall be set for a future public hearing; if one-third of 
the appointed members of the Commission do not object to the minor LCP amendment determination, 
then the amendment is deemed approved, and it becomes a certified part of the LCP immediately (in this 
case, on March 12, 2009). 

The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s determination 
that the proposed LCP amendment is minor.  

The proposed amendment would provide additional specificity to LCP Chapter 7.70 to ensure that wells 
are constructed and deconstructed in a manner that protects water quality, including by: 1) requiring that 
wells only be constructed on an existing legal lot of record; 2) allowing construction of a replacement 
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well less than 100 feet from a septic system only if there is no other alternative and the well is 
constructed in a manner to prevent contamination (e.g., through the use of a sanitary seal); 3) requiring 
evaluation by an appropriately qualified professional when a new well is proposed to be located in 
proximity to a hazardous materials facility or site of known soil or groundwater contamination; 4) 
providing additional procedures specific to construction and destruction of monitoring wells; 5) 
providing more explicit requirements for the abandonment and destruction of wells generally; 6) 
prohibiting wells that would provide a conduit for contamination or pollution between aquifers in the 
Pajaro groundwater protection zone; 7) requiring basic water quality testing whenever a new or 
replacement well is constructed; 8) requiring water use efficiency measures for wells serving more than 
four residential connections or serving nonresidential uses that consume more than two acre-feet of 
water per year; 9) modifying wording to provide the Board of Supervisors greater discretion to declare a 
groundwater emergency, depending on whether adequate actions are being taken to alleviate the 
overdraft condition, and; 10) other minor corrections and clarifications. 

The proposed amendments to the LCP’s water well chapter would provide greater groundwater 
protection specificity, and have been reviewed by the Well Ordinance Technical Advisory Group, the 
Water Advisory Commission, the Soquel Creek Water District, and the City of Santa Cruz Water 
Department.  The expected effect of the proposed amendment would be to further ensure groundwater 
protection in the County’s coastal zone.   

Coastal Commission Concurrence 
The Executive Director will report this minor LCP amendment determination, and any comments 
received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its March 12, 2009 meeting at Portola Hotel and Spa, Two 
Portola Plaza in Monterey. If you have any questions or need additional information regarding the 
proposed amendment or the method under which it is being processed, please contact Susan Craig at the 
Central Coast District Office in Santa Cruz. If you wish to comment on and/or object to the proposed 
minor LCP amendment determination, please do so by March 6, 2009. 

Procedural Note - LCP Amendment Action Deadline 
This proposed LCP amendment was filed as complete on December 19, 2008. It is IP only and the 
original 60-day action deadline was February 17, 2009. On February 5, 2009, the Commission extended 
action deadline by one year to February 17, 2010.  Thus, the Commission has until February 17, 2010 to 
take a final action on this LCP amendment. 

 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit A: Board of Supervisors’ Resolutions 
Exhibit B: Proposed Changes to LCP Chapter 7.70 
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