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Prepared June 18, 2009 (for July 9, 2009 Hearing) 

To: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Dan Carl, District Manager 
Jonathan Bishop, Coastal Planner 

Subject: Minor Amendment Determination for San Luis Obispo County Local Coastal Program 
Amendment Number 2-07 Part 4 (Condominium Conversions) 

San Luis Obispo County’s Proposed Amendment 
San Luis Obispo County is proposing to amend the certified Local Coastal Program (LCP) 
Implementation Plan (IP, also known as the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance (CZLUO)) to establish 
standards for converting existing development in the Residential Single-Family (RSF) and Residential 
Multi-Family (RMF) land use categories (Section 23.04.028e) into residential condominiums. The 
purpose of the amendment is to accomodate the conversion of existing rental housing into residential 
condominiums in order to maintain a supply of affordable housing units, retain some rental units, reduce 
the impact of conversions on tenants, facilitate resident ownership of converted units, ensure safety and 
quality of converted units, and inform prospective buyers of the physical conditions of the structures; 
see Exhibit A for the Board of Supervisors Resolution and see Exhibit B for the cross-through and 
underline proposed changes. These proposed changes would apply throughout the County’s coastal 
zone.  

Minor LCP Amendment Determination 
Pursuant to California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 13555, the Executive Director may 
determine that a proposed LCP amendment is “minor”. CCR Section 13554 defines minor LCP 
amendments. Among other things, minor LCP amendments include: 

CCR Section 13554(a). Changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning 
ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not 
change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and which are found by the Executive 
Director of the Commission or the Commission to be consistent with the land use plan as 
certified by the Commission. 

If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is minor, that determination must be reported to 
the Commission. If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request that it be processed 
as a major LCP amendment, then the amendment shall be set for a future public hearing; if one-third of 
the appointed members of the Commission do not object to the minor LCP amendment determination, 
then the amendment is deemed approved, and it becomes a certified part of the LCP immediately (in this 
case, on July 9, 2009). 

The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s determination 
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that the proposed LCP amendment is minor.  

The proposed amendment will establish new standards for converting existing rental housing 
(residential) into condominiums (residential), and the standards only apply to property in the RSF and 
RMF land use categories. Thus, the amendment will not change the allowed kind, location, intensity, or 
density of use. Rather, the amendment will simply allow for residential renters to become residential 
owners in single and multi-family residential districts through condominium ownership. The amendment 
does not alter LCP standards otherwise in these residential districts, and thus the amount of such 
development allowed under the LCP in these areas (including mass, scale, density, etc.) will be 
unchanged. The amendment also does not apply to visitor-serving land use designations where it would 
raise issues associated with converting visitor-serving rental units (overnight or otherwise) to residential 
units. Thus, the proposed amendment is consistent with the certified LCP Land Use Plan and qualifies as 
a minor LCP amendment.  

Coastal Commission Concurrence 
The Executive Director will report this minor LCP amendment determination, and any comments 
received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its July 9, 2009 meeting at the San Luis Obispo County 
Government Center, Board of Supervisors Chambers, 1055 Monterey Street in San Luis Obispo. If you 
have any questions or need additional information regarding the proposed amendment or the method 
under which it is being processed, please contact Jonathan Bishop at the Central Coast District Office in 
Santa Cruz. If you wish to comment on and/or object to the proposed minor LCP amendment 
determination, please do so by July 3, 2009. 

Procedural Note - LCP Amendment Action Deadline 
This proposed LCP amendment was filed as complete on July 16, 2008. It is IP only and the original 60-
day action deadline was September 14, 2008. On September 11, 2008, the Commission extended the 
action deadline by one year to September 14, 2009. Thus, the Commission has until September 14, 2009 
to take a final action on this LCP amendment. 

 

 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit A: Board of Supervisor’s Resolution 
Exhibit B: Proposed CZLUO Section 23.04.028e 






















