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TO:    Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM:   Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
  Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager 
  James R. Baskin AICP, Coastal Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Del Norte County LCP Amendment No. DNC-MIN-1-09, Flood Damage 

Prevention Amendment (Updated Floodplain Management Standards).  
(Meeting of December 16, 2010, in San Francisco) 

 
 
1. LCP Amendment Description and Discussion.  
 
The County of Del Norte has submitted a Local Coastal Program (LCP) amendment application 
seeking certification from the Commission modifying the “Flood Damage Prevention” chapter of 
its Implementation Plan (IP) to update its floodplain management regulations consistent with 
those promulgated for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).  All other procedures for the review, authorization, and appeal of 
coastal development and conditional use permits for development within floodplains would 
remain unchanged. 
 
The change in the zoning code would affect development located within flood-prone areas as 
mapped on the set of “Flood Insurance Rate Maps” developed for Del Norte County by FEMA.  
The Flood Insurance Rate Maps are part of a revised Flood Insurance Study dated September 26, 
2008 which, with any subsequent revisions, is incorporated by reference into the ordinance and 
replaces an earlier version of the flood insurance study that had been incorporated by reference 
into the existing ordinance. 
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Numerous new or expanded definitions would also be added to the flood damage prevention 
ordinance, addressing types of development and situations previously undefined or vaguely 
defined, including “accessory structures,” “coastal high hazard area,” “existing manufactured 
home, park, or subdivision,” “expansion to an existing manufactured home, park, or 
subdivision,” “historic structures,” and “lowest floor.”  Moreover, the revised ordinance would 
locally implement many of the new national floodplain management policies including: (a) 
imposing “flood-proofing” design standards for the foundation, wall, utility, and mechanical 
components within the portions of primary and accessory structures which would be inundated in 
flooding events; (b) requiring anchored foundations for manufactured homes; (c) establishing 
variance processes for certain limited circumstances, such as for historic or existing structures; 
and (c) setting procedures for the issuance of “letters of map revision” to correct errant 
floodplain mapping.  
 
Since there is no resulting increase in land use density, the LCP amendment would not create any 
additional demand on coastal resources, would not result in cumulative impacts, and is thus 
consistent with Section 30250 of the Coastal Act.  Furthermore, all affirmative findings required 
under the both coastal development and use permit processes would remain unaltered with 
respect to any proposed placement of improvements within flood-prone areas being found 
consistent with all policies and standards of the LCP.  Moreover, the proposed amendment 
comprises changes in wording of the Flood Damage Prevention zoning ordinance which make 
the allowance for certain uses designated in the ordinance more specific and does not change the 
kind, location, intensity, or density of a use that has been found consistent with the land use plan.  
Therefore, as the proposed zoning code changes meet the criteria of a “minor amendment to an 
LCP” as defined under Section 13554(a) of the Commission’s administrative regulations (14 
CCR §§13001 et seq.), the Executive Director finds the proposed rezoning to be consistent with 
the Coastal Act and minor in nature. 
 
2. Public Participation and Commission Review. 
 
The proposed LCP amendment was the subject of local public hearings before the County 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.  All of these public hearings were properly 
noticed to provide for adequate public participation.  The LCP amendment submittal was filed as 
complete on October 28, 2010 and is consistent with Section 30514 of the Coastal Act and 
Section 13553 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. Copies of the Board of 
Supervisors’ Resolution and Ordinance are attached as Exhibits 3 and 4. 
 
The Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is “minor” in nature 
under Sections 13554 and 13555 of the Commission’s regulations, since the amendment would 
not result in a change to the kind, density, or intensity of use of the land on the subject parcel.  
The Executive Director informed all interested parties by mail of his determination on November 
24, 2010.  The Commission will consider the Executive Director’s determination at the 
December 16, 2010 meeting in San Francisco.  At that time, the Executive Director will report to 
the Commission any objection to the determination that is received within ten days of the posting 
of this notice.  Anyone wishing to register an objection to the Executive Director’s determination 
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that the proposed LCP amendment is “minor” should contact James R. Baskin at (707) 445-7833 
at the Commission’s North Coast District Office in Eureka by December 10, 2010. 
 
If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission so requests, the Executive Director’s 
determination that the proposed amendment is minor shall not become effective and the 
amendment shall be processed as a “major” LCP amendment consistent with Section 13555(b) of 
the Commission’s regulations. In that event, staff recommends that the Commission direct staff 
to bring the proposed updated floodplain ordinance provisions back before the Commission as a 
“regular” LCP amendment before the current time extension for Commission’s action on the 
amendment expires on October 14, 2011.  If the Commission concurs with the Executive 
Director’s determination that the LCP amendment is minor in nature, then the amendment shall 
take effect ten working days after the Commission meeting and notice to Del Norte County 
consistent with Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act. 
 
3. Staff Recommendation. 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director’s determination that 
the LCP amendment is minor. 
 
 
4. Additional Information. 
 
For further information, please contact James R. Baskin at the North Coast District Office (707) 
445-7833.  Correspondence should be sent to the District Office at the above address. 
 
 
EXHIBITS: 
 
1. Excerpt, Title 21, Del Norte County Code – Chapter 21.45 Flood Damage Prevention 

(showing amended text) 
2. County Resolution No. 2009-033 – Submittal of LCP Amendment Application  
3. County Ordinance No. 2009-009 – Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance Text Amendment 
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