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Th9a 
 
DATE:  January 21, 2010 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
  Robert S. Merrill, District Manager – North Coast District 
  James R. Baskin AICP, Coastal Program Analyst – North Coast District 
 
SUBJECT: CITY OF CRESCENT CITY LCP AMENDMENT NO. CRC-MAJ-1-09 

(COASTA NORTE): Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination 
that the action of the City of Crescent City accepting the Commission’s 
certification of LCP Amendment No. CRC-MAJ-1-09 is legally adequate.  (For 
Commission review at the meeting of  February 11, 2010 in Oceanside) 

 
 
A. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Commission acted on City of Crescent City LCP Amendment No. CRC-MAJ-1-09 on June 
12, 2009.  The proposed amendment as submitted would have amended the City’s Land Use Plan 
(LUP) text and maps and corresponding Implementation Program (IP) text and maps to 
accommodate the development of the residential condominium at the site of the former Del 
Norte Community Health Center, located at the intersection of Second and “A” Streets.   As 
submitted, Crescent City’s LCP Amendment No. CRC-MAJ-1-09 consisted of: (1) proposed 
revisions to the text of the Coastal Element of the City’s General Plan (LUP) providing specific 
policies intended to guide the types and densities of multi-family residential land uses and 
concurrent compatible visitor-serving facilities within the City’s planning area to allow common 
wall residential development at greater than six units per acre and compatible visitor-serving 
uses in a manner that creates a transition from adjoining single-family residential uses to 
commercially designated property; (2) an associated change to the text of the Coastal Zone 
Zoning Regulations (CZZR) Residential-Professional zoning district standards to modify the lot-
area-per-dwelling requirements; (3) an amendment to the land use plan map to redesignate a 
1.24-acre parcel currently identified for medical-related professional office and duplex 
residential development to instead provide for multi-family and non-conflicting visitor-serving 
facility development; and (4) an amendment to the zoning map to redesignate the subject 1.24-
acre parcel to Residential-Professional zoning. 
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The amendment as submitted affects the Coasta Norte project site (APN 118-020-34), all 
properties presently designated Multi-Family land use designation or Coastal Zone Residential 
Professional Zoning District (APN 118-030-09, APN 118-030-24, APN 118-030-25, APN 118-
030-24, APN 118-030-25, APN 118-030-26, and APN 118-030-27), and any other lands within 
the coastal zone portions of the City which may be designated MF or CZ-RP at some time in the 
future as certified by the Commission.  
 
The Commission rejected the amendment as submitted, but certified the proposed amendment to 
the LCP if modified with nine suggested modifications.  The suggested modifications included: 
(1) identifying flooding as a hazard for which risks of exposure of persons and property thereto 
are to be avoided and/or minimized;  (2) requiring that all new permanent residential units have 
their floor elevations set one foot above modeled tsunami inundation depths and that the 
buildings incorporate design features to prevent catastrophic failures due to tsunami wave strike 
or back scour; (3) requiring all new structures intended for human occupancy to prepare and 
submit for the Executive Director’s approval a tsunami safety plan; (4) requiring the 
consideration of the best available, most recent scientific information with regard to sea level rise 
in the preparation of  technical analyses; (5) renumbering policies for sequential consistency; (6) 
conditionally requiring the dedication of certain site-specific access and access support facilities; 
(7) requiring the provision of a site-specific view corridor in the approval of development at a 
specific site;  (8)  revisions to clarify the types of development allowed within the Multi Family 
land use designation; and (9) various revisions to the IP definitions and Residential-Professional 
zoning district standards to provide for the development of high-density condominium residential 
projects. 
 
 
B. EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION: 
 
On October 19, 2009, the  City of Crescent City Council held a public hearing and adopted 
Resolution No. 2009-038 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution of certification, 
accepted and agreed to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreed to issue permits in 
conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approved the necessary changes to the City’s 
Implementation Program (see Attachment No. B). 
 
On December 7, 2009, the City of Crescent City Council held a public hearing and adopted 
Ordinance No. 749 which amended pertinent sections of the Coastal Zone Zoning Regulations 
portion of the Implementation Program to comport with the Coastal Commission’s modifications 
(see Attachment No. C). 
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment to 
become effective, the Executive Director must determine that the City of Crescent City’s actions 
are legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  Unless the Commission 
objects to the determination, the certification of City of Crescent City LCP Amendment No. 
CRC-MAJ-1-09 shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCP 
amendment with the Secretary of Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 
2180.5(2)(V). 
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C. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director 
that the actions of the City of Crescent City to accept the Commission’s certification of Crescent 
City LCP Amendment No. CRC-MAJ-1-09 to adopt the necessary changes to the City’s Land 
Use Plan and Implementation Program are legally adequate, as noted in the attached letter, 
Attachment A (to be sent after Commission concurrence). 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter 
2. Resolution No. 2009-38 
3. Ordinance No. 749 






















	FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director

