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March 4, 2010 
 
To: Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
From: California Coastal Commission 
 San Diego Staff 
 
Subject: Addendum to Item 25a, City of Carlsbad Major LCP Amendment 2-08A 

(Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan), for the Commission Meeting of March 
10-12, 2010 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff recommends the following changes be made to the above-referenced staff report: 
 
1.  Modify the second paragraph of Page 2 as follows: 
 

Staff is recommending approval as submitted for both the land use and implementation 
modifications.  The changes made by the City will remove outdated references and 
replace an older version of the City’s Drainage Plan (Master Drainage Plan), with a 
new, and newly titled (City of Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan) document.  The 
Master Plan is similar to the drainage plan reviewed by the Commission in 2006 (ref. 
LCPA 3-04B), in that there will be no new opportunities for development, or impacts 
to ESHA, through the development of floodplains, etc., associated with any of the 
future/potential  projects identified in the Master Plan.  Therefore, the updated Master 
Plan will not result in any impacts to coastal resources and can be found consistent 
with the Coastal Act.  In general, the Master Plan is a technical document that 
identifies potential future projects and the associated estimated coasts.  The Master 
Plan does not establish any new policy or implementing language.  Further, the Master 
Plan includes, in several instances, language that highlights any upgrades, 
replacements, or other drainage projects that are subject to coastal development 
permits and must be found consistent with the City’s Local Coastal Program (LCP).  
Therefore, the updated Master Plan will not result in any impacts to coastal resources 
and can be found consistent with the Coastal Act. … 

 
2) Modify the third paragraph of Page 2 as follows: 
 

The environmental review associated with the Drainage Master Plan update included 
both a program and project component.  The project component includes the dredging 
of two concrete culverts at Agua Hedionda and Calavera Creeks.  However, the 
Drainage Master Plan approval is not dependent on the approval of the two dredging 
projects.  Furthermore, the coastal development permit associated with the dredging 
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project was appealed to by the Coastal Commission, and the City and Commission 
staff are working cooperatively to address any concerns associated with that project 
(ref. Appeal No. A-6-CII-08-019/ Agua Hedionda and Calavera Creek Dredging)….   

 
3)  Modify the first paragraph of Page 3 as follows: 
 

The appropriate resolutions and motions begin on Page 5.  The findings for approval 
of the Land Use Plan Amendment as submitted begin on Page 6.  The findings for 
approval of the Implementation Plan Amendment as submitted begin on Page 97.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(G:\San Diego\Reports\LCPs\Carlsbad\CAR LCPA 2-08A Drainage Addendum.doc) 
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        February 24, 2010 
 
 
 
 
TO: COMMISSIONERS AND INTERESTED PERSONS 
 
FROM: SHERILYN SARB, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 
 DEBORAH LEE, DISTRICT MANAGER, SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 
 TONI ROSS COASTAL PROGRAM ANALYST, SAN DIEGO COAST 

DISTRICT 
 
SUBJECT: STAFF RECOMMENDATION ON CITY OF CARLSBAD MAJOR LCP 

AMENDMENT 2-08A (Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan) for Commission Meeting 
of March 10-12, 2010 

              
 

SYNOPSIS 
 

The subject Local Coastal Program (LCP) land use plan and implementation plan 
amendment was submitted and filed as complete on December 19, 2008.  A one-year 
time extension was granted on March 11, 2009.  The last date for Commission action on 
this item is March 18, 2010.  The submitted amendment had two components.  The 
second component, LCPA 2-08A (Adams Street Subdivision), is also scheduled for the 
March, 2010 Commission hearing. 
 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT REQUEST 
 
The City is proposing to update its City-wide drainage plan (Drainage Master Plan full 
document available online http://www.carlsbadca.gov/business/building/codes-
standards/Pages/drainage-master-plan.aspx).  In 2006, the Commission certified the 
inclusion of a Master Drainage Plan as a component of the City of Carlsbad’s Local 
Coastal Program through reference in its Land Use Plan (LUP), and added Chapters 
15.12 (Storm Water Management) and 15.16 (Grading and Erosion Control) to its 
Implementation Plan (IP).  The proposed amendment would replace any reference, within 
both the LUP and IP to the “Master Drainage Plan” with the “City of Carlsbad Drainage 
Master Plan”.  The amendment would also include deletion of an outdated reference to 
the Model Grading Ordinance, referenced in the City’s Land Use Plan. 
 
The Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan (Master Plan) is a comprehensive planning document 
that incorporates drainage modeling and serves to assess existing storm drain 
infrastructure and drainage areas, identify anticipated improvements, and identify 
additional infrastructure required to prevent flooding and accommodate storm flows.  The 
Master Plan also provides guidance on developing a fee program to facilitate the 
construction of specific, and/or identified drainage facilities.   
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The Master Plan is a planning and infrastructure document, and it does not establish any 
new LUP or IP policies.  Further, any additional discretionary review, including 
obtaining a coastal development permit, would still be required for any projects identified 
by the Master Plan. 
 
SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff is recommending approval as submitted for both the land use and implementation 
modifications.  The changes made by the City will remove outdated references and 
replace an older version of the City’s Drainage Plan (Master Drainage Plan), with a new, 
and newly titled (City of Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan) document.  The Master Plan is 
similar to the drainage plan reviewed by the Commission in 2006 (ref. LCPA 3-04B), in 
that there will be no new opportunities for development, or impacts to ESHA, through the 
development of floodplains, etc., associated with any of the future/potential  projects 
identified in the Master Plan.  Therefore, the updated Master Plan will not result in any 
impacts to coastal resources and can be found consistent with the Coastal Act.  In 
general, the Master Plan is a technical document that identifies potential future projects 
and the associated estimated coasts.  The Master Plan does not establish any new policy 
or implementing language.  Further, the Master Plan includes, in several instances, 
language that highlights any upgrades, replacements, or other drainage projects that are 
subject to coastal development permits and must be found consistent with the City’s 
Local Coastal Program (LCP).  During the review of previous LCP amendment number 
3-04B in 2006, Commission technical staff reviewed and found the City’s Drainage Plan 
consistent as submitted.  The Commission did, however, include policy language from 
the City’s Open Space and Conservation Elements of the General Plan regarding 
stormwater, grading, erosion, and water quality in general into all segments of the City’s 
LCP.  The suggested language added a requirement that the Pacific Ocean be considered 
an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA), in review of development within 200 feet of 
the ocean and any project that discharges to the ocean.  The City is not proposing to 
modify any of the language included by the Commission in its 2006 review.  Therefore, 
again, in summary, there are no concerns regarding consistency with the Coastal Act. 
 
STAFF NOTES 
 
The environmental review associated with the Drainage Master Plan update included 
both a program and project component.  The project component includes the dredging of 
two concrete culverts at Agua Hedionda and Calavera Creeks.  However, the Drainage 
Master Plan approval is not dependent on the approval of the two dredging projects.  
Furthermore, the coastal development permit associated with the dredging project was 
appealed by the Coastal Commission, and the City and Commission staff are working 
cooperatively to address any concerns associated with that project (ref. Appeal No. A-6-
CII-08-019/ Agua Hedionda and Calavera Creek Dredging).  Thus, while the 
environmental review for the Master Plan and the dredging project were combined, 
revision of the coastal development permit/dredging project will not be included at this 
time. 
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The appropriate resolutions and motions begin on Page 5.  The findings for approval of 
the Land Use Plan Amendment as submitted begin on Page 6.  The findings for approval 
of the Implementation Plan Amendment as submitted begin on Page 7.
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 2004, the City submitted an LCP amendment that resulted in the incorporation of 
Chapters 15.12 (Storm Water Management) and 15.16 (Grading and Erosion Control) 
into the LCP and included a Master Drainage Plan for all land use segments of the City 
(ref. LCPA 3-04B/NPDES Stormwater Regulations).  The Commission certified the 
amendment with suggested modifications in February, 2006.  The suggested 
modifications included adding the Master Drainage Plan as a component of the City’s 
certified LCP, as previously the City had not considered it a component of the LCP, but 
merely a referenced document.  The Commission also included language from the City’s 
Open Space and Conservation Elements of the General Plan addressing stormwater, 
grading, erosion, and water quality in general into all segments of the City’s LCP.  The 
suggested language also added a requirement that the Pacific Ocean be considered an 
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) during review of development within 200 feet of 
the ocean and of any development that discharged to the ocean.   
 
Therefore, as of 2006, the City of Carlsbad Implementation Plan includes Chapter 15.12 
and 15.16, and portions of Chapter 18 of the Municipal Code, Chapter 21 (Zoning) of the 
Municipal Code in its entirety and any Master Plans/Specific Plan located in the Coastal 
Zone.  In addition, the City has submitted LCP Amendment #3-08 (HMP Implementation 
Plan); once this submittal is complete and has been reviewed and certified by the 
Commission, it will be included as a component of the City’s Implementation Plan. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Further information on the City of Carlsbad LCP Amendment No. 2-08A may be 
obtained from Toni Ross, Coastal Planner, at (619) 767-2370. 
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PART I. OVERVIEW
 
 A. LCP HISTORY
 
The City of Carlsbad's certified LCP contains six geographic segments, as follows:  Agua 
Hedionda, Mello I, Mello II, West Batiquitos Lagoon/Sammis Properties, East Batiquitos 
Lagoon/Hunt Properties, and Village Redevelopment.  Pursuant to Sections 30170(f) and 
30171 of the Public Resources Code, the Coastal Commission prepared and approved 
two portions of the LCP, the Mello I and II segments in 1980 and 1981, respectively.  
The West Batiquitos Lagoon/ Sammis Properties segment was certified in 1985.  The 
East Batiquitos Lagoon/Hunt Properties segment was certified in 1988.  The Village 
Redevelopment Area LCP was certified in 1988; the City has been issuing coastal 
development permits there since that time.  On October 21, 1997, the City assumed 
permit jurisdiction and has been issuing coastal development permits for all segments 
except Agua Hedionda.  The Agua Hedionda Lagoon LCP segment is a deferred 
certification area until an implementation plan for that segment is certified.   The subject 
amendment requests affect all of the LCP segments except for the Village 
Redevelopment segment.    
 
 B. STANDARD OF REVIEW
 
The standard of review for land use plans, or their amendments, is found in Section 
30512 of the Coastal Act.  This section requires the Commission to certify an LUP or 
LUP amendment if it finds that it meets the requirements of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act.  
Specifically, it states: 
 
 Section 30512
 

(c)  The Commission shall certify a land use plan, or any amendments thereto, 
if it finds that a land use plan meets the requirements of, and is in conformity 
with, the policies of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 30200).  Except as 
provided in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a), a decision to certify shall require a 
majority vote of the appointed membership of the Commission. 

 
Pursuant to Section 30513 of the Coastal Act, the Commission may only reject zoning 
ordinances or other implementing actions, as well as their amendments, on the grounds 
that they do not conform with, or are inadequate to carry out, the provisions of the 
certified land use plan.  The Commission shall take action by a majority vote of the 
Commissioners present. 
 
 C. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
The City has held Planning Commission and City Council meetings with regard to the 
subject amendment request.  All of those local hearings were duly noticed to the public.  
Notice of the subject amendment has been distributed to all known interested parties. 
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PART II. LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM SUBMITTAL - RESOLUTIONS
 
Following a public hearing, staff recommends the Commission adopt the following 
resolutions and findings.  The appropriate motion to introduce the resolution and a staff 
recommendation are provided just prior to each resolution. 
 
I. MOTION: I move that the Commission certify the Land Use Plan 

Amendment for City of Carlsbad LCP Amendment No. 2-08A as 
submitted. 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO CERTIFY: 
 
Staff recommends a YES vote.  Passage of this motion will result in certification of the 
land use plan amendment as submitted and adoption of the following resolution and 
findings.  The motion to certify as submitted passes only upon an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the appointed Commissioners. 
 
 
RESOLUTION TO CERTIFY LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS 
SUBMITTED: 
 
The Commission hereby certifies the Land Use Plan Amendment for the City of Carlsbad 
as submitted and adopts the findings set forth below on grounds that the land use plan 
will meet the requirements of and be in conformity with the policies of Chapter 3 of the 
Coastal Act.  Certification of the land use plan complies with the California 
Environmental Quality Act because either 1) feasible mitigation measures and/or 
alternatives have been incorporated to substantially lessen any significant adverse effects 
of the plan on the environment, or 2) there are no further feasible alternatives and 
mitigation measures that would substantially lessen any significant adverse impacts on 
the environment that will result from certification of the land use plan. 
 
II. MOTION: I move that the Commission reject the Implementation Program 

Amendment for the City of Carlsbad LCP Amendment No. 2-08A 
as submitted. 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION OF CERTIFICATION AS SUBMITTED: 
 
Staff recommends a NO vote.  Failure of this motion will result in certification of the 
Implementation Program Amendment as submitted and the adoption of the following 
resolution and findings.  The motion passes only by an affirmative vote of a majority of 
the Commissioners present. 
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RESOLUTION TO CERTIFY IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM AS 
SUBMITTED: 
 
The Commission hereby certifies the Implementation Program Amendment for the City 
of Carlsbad Implementation Plan as submitted and adopts the findings set forth below on 
grounds that the Implementation Program conforms with, and is adequate to carry out, 
the provisions of the certified Land Use Plan, and certification of the Implementation 
Program will meet the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, 
because either 1) feasible mitigation measures and/or alternatives have been incorporated 
to substantially lessen any significant adverse effects of the Implementation Program 
Amendment on the environment, or 2) there are no further feasible alternatives or 
mitigation measures that would substantially lessen any significant adverse impacts on 
the environment that will result from certification of the Implementation Program. 
 
 
PART III. FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL OF THE CITY OF CARLSBAD LAND 

USE PLAN AMENDMENT, AS SUBMITTED
 

A. AMENDMENT DESCRIPTION  
 
The City is proposing to update its City-wide drainage plan.  In 2006, the Commission 
certified the inclusion of a Master Drainage Plan as a component of the City of 
Carlsbad’s Local Coastal Program through reference in its Land Use Plan (LUP), and 
added Chapters 15.12 (Storm Water Management) and 15.16 (Grading and Erosion 
Control) to its Implementation Plan (IP).  The proposed amendment would replace any 
reference, within both the LUP and IP from the “Master Drainage Plan” to the “City of 
Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan”.  The amendment would also include deletion of an 
outdated reference to the Model Grading Ordinance, referenced in the City’s Land Use 
Plan. 
 
 B. APPLICABLE POLICIES OF THE COASTAL ACT
 
The following Coastal Act policies are relevant to the proposed amendment: 
 
Section 30230. 
 
 Marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, and where feasible, restored.  
Special protection shall be given to areas and species of special biological or economic 
significance.  Uses of the marine environment shall be carried out in a manner that will 
sustain the biological productivity of coastal waters and that will maintain healthy 
populations of all species of marine organisms adequate for long-term commercial, 
recreational, scientific, and educational purposes. 
 
 
 
 



   Carlsbad LCPA 2-08A 
Drainage Master Plan 

Page 7 
 
 
Section 30231. 
 
 The biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams, wetlands, 
estuaries, and lakes appropriate to maintain optimum populations of marine organisms 
and for the protection of human health shall be maintained and, where feasible, restored 
through, among other means, minimizing adverse effects of waste water discharges and 
entrainment, controlling runoff, preventing depletion of ground water supplies and 
substantial interference with surface water flow, encouraging waste water reclamation, 
maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas that protect riparian habitats, and minimizing 
alteration of natural streams. 
 
 Section 30236  
 
 Channelizations, dams, or other substantial alterations of rivers and streams shall 
incorporate the best mitigation measures feasible, and be limited to (l) necessary water 
supply projects, (2) flood control projects where no other method for protecting existing 
structures in the flood plain is feasible and where such protection is necessary for public 
safety or to protect existing development, or (3) developments where the primary 
function is the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat. 
 
 
Section 30240. 
 
 (a) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against any significant 
disruption of habitat values, and only uses dependent on those resources shall be allowed 
within those areas. 
  
  (b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas and 
parks and recreation areas shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts which would 
significantly degrade those areas, and shall be compatible with the continuance of those 
habitat and recreation areas. 
 
Section 30253. 
 
 New development shall: 
 
 (1)  Minimize risks to life and property in areas of high geologic, flood, and fire 
hazard. 
 
 (2)  Assure stability and structural integrity, and neither create nor contribute 
significantly to erosion, geologic instability, or destruction of the site or surrounding area 
or in any way require the construction of protective devices that would substantially alter 
natural landforms along bluffs and cliffs. […] 
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C. SPECIFIC FINDINGS FOR CONFORMITY WITH CHAPTER 3
 
The Drainage Master Plan (Master Plan) is a comprehensive planning document that 
serves to assess existing storm drain infrastructure and drainage areas, identify 
anticipated improvements, and identify additional infrastructure required to prevent 
flooding and accommodate storm flows.  The Master Plan also provides guidance in 
developing a fee program to facilitate the construction of specific, and/or identified 
drainage facilities.   
 
The 2008 Master Plan is an update to the version submitted in 2004, dated 1994.  Both 
drainage plans are similar in that they contain the results of an assessment of the drainage 
areas in the City, outline the existing storm drain system, and identify needed 
improvements required to accommodate storm water flows, as projected by the City’s 
General Plan.  The 2008 version also includes cost estimates, and recommendations for 
developing a mechanism to ensure adequate funding for the future drainage facilities.  As 
such, the 2008 version provides no new or significant concerns regarding resource 
protection and can be found consistent with the Coastal Act as submitted. 
 
As previously discussed, the Commission reviewed a previous LCP amendment in 2006 
that included the Master Drainage Plan as part of the LCP (LCPA 3-04B/NPDES) and 
approved that amendment with suggested modifications.  These modifications, however, 
were not associated with the proposed Master Drainage Plan, but with the storm water, 
NPDES/discharge, erosion policies in general.  The subject LCP amendment does not 
propose any revision to the suggested modifications certified by the Commission in 2006.  
Again, the proposed LCP amendment thus provides no new or significant concerns 
regarding resource protection and can be found consistent with the Coastal Act as 
submitted. 
 
The Master Plan is a technical document addressing infrastructure and does not establish 
any new LUP or IP policies.  No development is involved in the proposed amendment.  
Further, all projects processed pursuant to the Drainage Master Plan update also require a 
coastal development permit, and, as such, they must comply with all applicable 
provisions and policies contained in the City’s certified LCP.  The amendment does not 
modify any standards that will impact the City’s provision of public services.   
 
Finally, although subject to additional review, as the Master Plan projects are 
implemented, drainage facilities in the City of Carlsbad will be improved.  As such 
implementation of the Master Plan should benefit water quality and marine resources in 
general. 
 
It is important to note, however, that sea level rise was not addressed with this Drainage 
Master Plan update.  That being said, the intent of the Master Plan was modeling the 
upland watershed, which eventually leads to the City’s lagoons and the ocean.  As such, 
this type of modeling would not be significantly different with the inclusion of the 
predicted increase to sea level.  However, changes in weather associated with climate 
change (more intense, frequent storms, followed by long drought periods) have the 
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potential to significantly influence the dynamics of drainage and flows within the City’s 
watershed.  However, to date, there have been no estimations on change in rain fall 
patterns, amounts, etc.  Should such information become available, it would be prudent of 
the City to incorporate such values into future planning efforts. 
 
In conclusion, the proposed LCP amendment will only replace any reference in the City’s 
LUP to the “Master Drainage Plan” with “The City of Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan.”  
The Master Plan does not provide any policy language, nor will it facilitate any 
development that will result in impacts to sensitive resources, and, as such, it can be 
found consistent with the Coastal Act as submitted. 
 
 
PART IV. FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL OF THE CITY OF CARLSBAD 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AMENDMENT, AS SUBMITTED
 
The standard of review for LCP implementation submittals or amendments is its 
consistency with and ability to carry out the provisions of the certified LUP. 
 

A. AMENDMENT DESCRIPTION  
 
The City is proposing to modify Chapter 21.38, 21.203, and 21.205 of their 
Implementation Plan to remove any outdated references to the “Model Erosion Control 
Ordinance contained in the Master Plan”, “Master Drainage Plan” and “Master Drainage 
Plan dated 1994” with “City of Carlsbad Drainage Master Plan, dated July 2008,” for a 
total of seven times throughout the three chapters.  An additional modification includes a 
change to Chapter 21.38 which replaces section 21.38.141(c)(6) – “Model Erosion 
Control Ordinance contained in the master drainage plan” with “City of Carlsbad 
Engineering Standards and provisions of the Local Coastal Program.”  The purpose of the 
amendment is to allow the implementing ordinances to uniformly reference the City’s 
updated Drainage Master Plan. 
 

B. PURPOSE AND INTENT OF THE ORDINANCE  
 
Chapter 21.38 – Planned Community Zone 
 
The purpose and intent of the Planned Community Zone is to provide a method for and to 
encourage the orderly implementation of the general plan and any applicable specific 
plans by the comprehensive planning and development of large tracts of land under 
unified ownership or developmental control so that the entire tract will be developed in 
accord with an adopted master plan to provide an environment of stable and desirable 
character. 
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Chapter 21.203 - Coastal Resource Protection Overlay Zone
 
The purpose and intent of the Coastal Resource Protection Overlay Zone is to provide 
additional resource protective regulations within designated areas to preserve, protect and 
enhance the habitat resource values of Buena Vista Lagoon, Agua Hedionda Lagoon, 
Batiquitos Lagoon, and steep sloping hillsides, including protecting biological resources 
and deterring soil erosion. 
 
Chapter 21.205 – Coastal Resource Overlay Zone Mello I LCP Segment 
 
The purpose and intent of the Coastal Resource Overlay Zone Mello I LCP Segment is to 
supplement the underlying zone with additional resource protection policies for the 
Batiquitos Lagoon watershed and agricultural uses. 

 
C)  ADEQUACY OF THE ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE CERTIFIED 

LUP SEGMENTS. 
 
As discussed in the previous sections, the proposed LCP amendment is comprised of 
replacing the reference to the City’s “Master Drainage Plan” with “The City of 
Carlsbad’s Drainage Master Plan”.  The new Master Plan is analogous to the previous 
one, and the intent of the plan is for it to be used for future planning efforts, .  The City 
intends to use the document to identify those areas within its watershed that may need 
maintenance or improvement.  The document further identifies the cost estimates for 
these improvements and then develops a system by which it can collect funds associated 
with development projects that would assure that the projects identified as necessary are 
completed.  The document does not contain any policy language, and any project 
identified by the Master Plan would be subject to the review and approval of a coastal 
development permit.  Thus, the updated Master Plan will not result in any impacts to 
coastal resources inconsistent with the City’s certified Land Use Plan(s). 
 
The revision to Chapter 21.38 removing the reference to the “Model Erosion Control 
Ordinance” does not raise any concerns in that this ordinance was proposed in the 1980’s 
and was never adopted.  Currently, provisions for grading and erosion control are now 
found in the grading ordinance (15.16 - Grading and Erosion Control), and storm water 
ordinances (15.12 - Storm Water Management and Discharge Control); thus, the removal 
of that reference does not raise any concerns regarding consistency with the certified 
LUP, and instead brings the LUP and IP into consistency with one another. 
   
 
PART V. CONSISTENCY WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY ACT (CEQA)
 
Section 21080.5 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exempts local 
government from the requirement of preparing an environmental impact report (EIR) in 
connection with its local coastal program.  The Commission's LCP review and approval 
program has been found by the Resources Agency to be functionally equivalent to the 
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EIR process.  Thus, under CEQA Section 21080.5, the Commission is relieved of the 
responsibility to prepare an EIR for each LCP. 
 
Nevertheless, the Commission is required in an LCP submittal or, as in this case, an LCP 
amendment submittal, to find that the LCP, or LCP, as amended, does conform with 
CEQA provisions.  The proposed project will not result in any impacts to coastal 
resources or public access, and in fact, the ultimate implementation of the Master Plan 
will improve the drainage facilities within the City, potentially improving coastal 
resources. The Commission finds that there are no feasible alternatives or feasible 
mitigation measures available which would substantially lessen any significant adverse 
effect which the LCP amendment may have on the environment.  Therefore, in terms of 
CEQA review, the Commission finds that approval of the LCP amendment will not result 
in any significant adverse environmental impacts. 
 
 
(G:\San Diego\Reports\LCPs\Carlsbad\CAR LCPA 2-08A Drainage approval as submitted.doc) 












































































