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DATE:  August 26, 2010 
 
TO:  Commissioners & Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
  Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager 
  Melissa B. Kraemer, North Coast District Planner 
 
SUBJECT: HUMBOLDT COUNTY LCP AMENDMENT NO. HUM-MAJ-3-09  

(Race Investments, LLC Zoning Amendment) 
Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination that the action of 
Humboldt County accepting the Commission’s certification of LCP Amendment 
No. HUM-MAJ-3-09 is legally adequate (for Commission review at the meeting 
of September 16, 2010 in Eureka). 

 
 
A. BACKGROUND: 

The Commission acted on Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-3-09 on March 
11, 2010. As submitted, Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-3-09 would have 
amended the current zoning designation of approximately 45 acres of land east of Eureka shown 
on Zoning Map F-16, certified as Section 311-7 of the Coastal Zoning Regulations, from 
“Coastal Commercial Timberland” (TC) to “Timber Production Zone” (TPZ). The existing 
“Flood Hazard Area” (F) and “Streams and Riparian Corridor Protection” (R) Combining Zone 
designations that currently apply to the subject site would not have changed.  There would have 
been no changes to the text of the Implementation Program (IP), and the existing designation of 
the property in the certified Land Use Plan (LUP) as TC would have remained unchanged. 
 
The subject site is located approximately one mile south of the intersection of Mitchell Road and 
Myrtle Avenue, east of Eureka in Humboldt County.  The site is surrounded by agricultural and 
timberland resources as well as areas planned and zoned for rural residential development. 
 
The Commission rejected the IP amendment as submitted but certified the proposed IP 
amendment to the LCP if modified with one suggested modification. The suggested modification 
included retaining the existing Coastal Commercial Timberland (TC) zoning designation over 
the approximately 6 acres of prime agricultural land on the subject site, that are centered around 
the tributary to Ryan Creek.  Retaining the TC zoning district on this portion of land, which, 
according to the County has been used for grazing purposes in the past, will maintain “General 
Agriculture” as an allowable and principally permitted use in the area, thereby protecting the 
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agricultural resources of the site and avoiding a conversion of prime agricultural land to other 
uses inconsistent with the certified LUP.  The TC land use designation that applies to the site 
under the certified LUP includes the “General Agriculture” use type as a principal permitted use. 
In addition, the agricultural policies of the LUP incorporate the agricultural conversion policies 
of the Coastal Act, Sections 30241 and 30242, which require that the maximum amount of prime 
agricultural land be maintained in agricultural production, and these policies greatly limit 
conversions of agricultural lands to non-agricultural uses.  Furthermore, LUP Policy 3.24-B-1-a 
also requires that prime agricultural lands outside the urban limit line, such as the subject site, be 
planned for continued agricultural use. The Commission found that with this suggested 
modification, the zoning amendment would conform with and adequately carry out the policies 
of the LUP, as the prime agricultural lands on the subject property could continue to be used for 
agricultural use in the future, consistent with the agricultural protection policies of the LUP, 
while the timberlands on the property could continue to be used for timber production, consistent 
with the standards of the TC land use designation. 
 
B. EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION: 

On May 11, 2010, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing and adopted 
Resolution No. 10-39 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution of certification, 
accepting and agreeing to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreeing to issue permits in 
conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approving the necessary changes to the 
County’s Implementation Program (see Attachment B).  The Board also adopted Ordinance No. 
2435 which amended pertinent sections of the Coastal Zone Zoning Regulations portion of the 
Implementation Program to comport with the Coastal Commission’s modifications (see 
Attachment C). 
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment to 
become effective, the Executive Director must determine that Humboldt County’s actions are 
legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  Unless the Commission 
objects to the determination, the certification of Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-
MAJ-3-09 shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCP 
amendment with the Secretary of Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 
2180.5(2)(V). 
 
C. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director 
that the actions of the County of Humboldt to accept the Commission’s certification of Humboldt 
County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-3-09 to adopt the necessary changes to the County’s 
Implementation Program are legally adequate, as noted in the attached letter, Attachment A (to 
be sent after Commission concurrence). 
 
Attachments: 
1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter 
2. Board Resolution No. 10-39 
3. Ordinance No. 2435 














	FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director
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