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ORDINANCE NO. 470 

"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL Of THE CITY 
OF CARPINTERIA AMENDING SECTION 12.24.090 OF 

MUNICIPAL CODE, AS AMENDED, RESTRICTING 
PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE SEAL HAUL-OUT AREA EASTERLY 

AND WESTERLY OF THE CHEVRON PIER DURING THE 
HARBOR SEAL PUPPING SEASON, AS AN URGENCY MEASURE" 

The City Council of the City of Carpinteria does hereby ordain as 
follows: 

SECTION I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Urgency Ordinance is to provide immediate and 
readily enforceable restrictions on public access to and adjacent to the 
beach area where harbor seals regularly give birth to and nurture their 
young until such time as the youn~ are able to fend for themselves. By 
enacting such restrictio·ns, the C1ty Council is supporting the spirit and 
i ntent of the Federal Ma.rine Mammal Protection Act which prohibits the 
harassment or touching of harbor seals and other marine mammals~ and 
on-going -public interest research directed toward protecting marine 
mammals. 

SECTION 2. FINDINGS 

Pursuant to Government Code Sections 36934 and 36937, the following 
finding s are made in support of this urgency ordinance: 

1. Harbor Seals are protected under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act and harassment of such mammals is a 
federal felony and it is in the public interest to 
prevent harassment of such harbor seals. · 

2. Authoritative studies confirm that harbor seals 
give birth to their young on the Carpinteria b~ach 
easterly and westerly of the Chevron Pier during 
the period of December 1 through May 31 of each 
year and such activity is presently in progress. 

3. If disturbed, harbor seals can bite and inflict 
serious injury to humans and other animals. 

4. Harbor seals are known to carry diseases 
communicable to humans. 

5. The presen·ce of humans and/or dogs or other 
animals in the near proximity of harbor seals 
known to cause stress and injury to the seals 
their young. Mature harbor seals weigh 
approximately 250 pounds. It is common for 
frightened mature harbor seals to escape from 
humans and/or dogs. 

is 
and 

6. If humans touch or disturb seal pups on the beach 
while their mothers are fishin~ at sea, such pups 
may be abandoned and left to d1e . 

7. The presence of humans and/or dogs has been known 
to cause a reduction in the number of pups born. 
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ORDINANCE NO . 470 

SECTION 6. PUBLICATION 

This Ordinance, within fifteen (15) days after its adoption and 
approval, shall be published once in the Carpinteria Herald, a newspaper 
of general circulation within the City of Carpinteria, together with the 
names of the Members of the City Council voting for and against the same . 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 9th day of December, 1991, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBER: STEIN, WULLBRANDT, KING, JORDAN, lEDBETTER 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ATTEST: 

COUNCILHEMBER: NONE 

COUNCILMEMBER: NONE 

~:c11?irca~eii~ 
I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was duly and re~ularly 
introduced and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Counc1l of the 
City of Carpinteria held the 9th day of December, 1991. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

• 

• 

• 






































































































































































