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           W12a 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
FROM: John Ainsworth, Deputy Director 
  Charles Posner, Coastal Program Supervisor 
  Shannon Vaughn, Coastal Program Analyst 
 
RE:  Minor Amendment Request No. 1-14 (LCP-5-HNB-14-0093-1) to the City of 

Huntington Beach LCP, for Commission Action at its March 12, 2014 meeting in 
Long Beach.  

 
Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 1-14 (Minor) 

 
The City of Huntington Beach is requesting that the Commission certify an amendment to the 
City of Huntington Beach certified Local Coastal Program (LCP). The LCP amendment would 
amend the Downtown Specific Plan (DTSP) to prohibit the sale of alcohol for off-site 
consumption in District 1 (Downtown Core) pursuant to Section 2.6 of the DTSP. The 
amendment would apply to any permitted use in District 1. The proposed amendment would 
apply to new establishments. Existing businesses that have off-sale licenses would be allowed to 
operate as they currently do. The LCP amendment request affects the Implementation Plan (IP) 
portion of the certified LCP.  
 
Local Coastal Program Amendment Request No. 1-14, submitted with City Council Resolution 
No, 2014-01 and City Council Ordinance No. 4005, does not propose any rezoning or land use 
changes. The Huntington Beach City Council held public hearings for the LCP amendment on 
September 24, 2013 and October 21, 2013. The City Council adopted Ordinance No. 4005 on 
November 4, 2013 and on January 29, 2014 submitted it to the Commission’s South Coast 
District office for certification.  
 
ANAYLSIS 

 
The Executive Director has determined that the City of Huntington Beach LCP Amendment 1-14 
is a minor LCP amendment. The LCP amendment has been determined to be a “minor” LCP 
amendment because the proposed changes to the text for District 1 of the DTSP would make the 
zoning ordinances and the certified IP more specific and would not change the kind, location, 
intensity or density of any uses. The proposed changes to the certified LCP are attached in 
Exhibit #1. The proposed LCP amendment includes the addition of text that refers to the 
prohibition of the sale of alcohol for off-site consumption in District 1 when referring to “Eating 
and Drinking Establishments” and “Food and Beverage Sales.” Further, the proposed 
amendment deletes “retail markets with alcohol sales,” including the corresponding note 11, 
from the Land Uses and Development Standards as a permitted Use in District 1.  
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The proposed changes will clarify the City’s development regulations and will not result in any 
changes in the kind, location, intensity or density of uses allowed in District 1. 
 
Procedures 
 
Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554(a) of the California Code of 
Regulations, the Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is 
“minor” in nature. Section 13554(a) of the California Code of Regulations defines a minor LCP 
amendment as changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning ordinances, 
zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not change the 
kind, location, intensity or density of use and are consistent with the certified LUP.  
 
The proposed LCP amendment will become effective after report to the Commission of any 
written objections received within ten working days of the mailing of notice unless one-third of 
the appointed members of the Commission request that the LCP amendment be processed and 
heard as a “major” LCP amendment pursuant to Section 13555 of the California Code of 
Regulations.  
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