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Addendum 
 
June 8, 2015 
 
To: Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
From: California Coastal Commission 
 San Diego Staff 
 
Subject: Addendum to Item W12c, final Commission action on Port of San Diego 

Port Master Plan Amendment #6-PSD-MAJ-45-13 (Convention Center 
Expansion III), for the Commission Meeting of June 10, 2015 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff recommends the following changes be made to the above-referenced staff report: 
 
1. On Page 2, the following shall be added after the final paragraph under Findings 
and Declarations: 
 
Commission staff has received correspondence requesting that the Commission not certify 
the Port’s acceptance of the Commission’s action approving the Port Master Plan 
Amendment (PMPA) because the Convention Center no longer holds a lease interest in 
the land area (known as Fifth Avenue Landing), where the Convention Center Expansion 
was approved to be located.  The letter concludes that, for this reason, the Port Master 
Plan Amendment is no longer viable. 
 
A second letter states that the Commission should take no action on the certification until 
it can be scheduled for a meeting in the San Diego region, because the financing 
mechanism for the Convention Center expansion has been held illegal by the Court of 
Appeal, and because the objections raised by the commenter regarding the original PMPA 
approval have not been addressed. 
 
There is no need to postpone or deny Commission action on this item for the following 
reasons.  The subject certification simply confirms that the Port governing body has taken 
a formal action adopting the PMPA as certified by the Commission; it is not a reevaluation 
of the merits of the amendment. The Port District is the property owner of all Port land, 
and the policy language and goals contained in the PMP are not dependent on the status of 
any particular tenant’s lease agreement or associated litigation. In addition, the approved 
PMPA covers a variety of improvements unrelated to the Convention Center expansion, 
including construction of a new 500-room hotel tower, associated ballrooms, and various 
public access improvements. Thus, the Commission should accept the Board of Port 
Commissioners’ action to adopt the Commission’s certification to allow other elements of 
the PMPA to move forward, as feasible. 
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2. The attached Commissioner ex parte communication and letters of opposition shall 
be added as Exhibits #1 and #2 to the staff report.  
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May 28, 2015 
 
TO:  COMMISSIONERS AND INTERESTED PERSONS 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
  Sherilyn Sarb, Deputy Director 
  Diana Lilly, Senior Planner, San Diego District 
 
SUBJECT: Final Commission action on Port of San Diego Port Master Plan 

Amendment #6-PSD-MAJ-45-13 (Convention Center Expansion III) 
to revise text, graphics, and project list to provide for the construction of 
an approximately 720,000 sq.ft. addition to the Convention Center; 
construction of a 5-acre rooftop park/plaza atop the Center, realignment 
and narrowing of Convention Way bayward, construction of a 1,900 sq.ft. 
public plaza and public parking next to the relocated water transit center; 
improvements to the existing pier for use as a public recreational 
viewpoint; removal of the landscape mounds blocking water views next to 
the existing Hilton hotel tower; pedestrian scale furnishings and public art, 
approximately 15,000 sq.ft. of visitor-serving uses such as retail, 
museums, and display cases on the bayward façade of the Center; 
construction of a new 372-foot high, 500-room hotel tower and associated 
ballrooms. For Commission consideration at the meeting of June 10, 2015.  

 
 
I. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

The staff recommends the Commission adopt the following motion: 
 
MOTION:  I move that the Commission accept the Port of San Diego’s 

adoption of the Commission’s certification of Port Master Plan 
Amendment No. 6-PSD-MAJ-45-13. 

 
The staff recommends a YES vote on this motion.  A majority vote in the 
affirmative will result in adoption of the following resolution: 

 
  ACCEPTANCE 
 

The Commission hereby accepts the Board of Port Commissioners’ adoption on 
March 4, 2014, of Coastal Commission certification of the Port of San Diego Port 
Master Plan Amendment No. 6-PSD-MAJ-45-13.  
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II. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS. 
 

The Commission finds and declares as follows: 
      
A.  Port Master Plan Amendment Certification.  California Code of Regulations, 
Title 14, Section 13632(e) states that: 

 
The certification of a port master plan [or amendment] shall not become 
effective until the port governing body takes formal action adopting such 
plan [amendment] as certified by the commission and the commission has 
received notice of such action, including the final EIR adopted for such 
action and the commission has accepted the formal action as consistent 
with its certification.  

 
On October 11, 2013, the Commission certified the Port of San Diego Port Master Plan 
Amendment No. 6-PSD-MAJ-45-13.  On March 4, 2014, the Board of Port 
Commissioners of the San Diego Unified Port District adopted the Commission’s 
certification of plan Amendment No. 6-PSD-MAJ-45-13.  Therefore, the Commission 
staff recommends that the Commission accept the Board’s March 4, 2014 action. 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment:  San Diego Unified Port District Board of Port Commissioner’s resolution 

2014-56 adopting the Coastal Commission’s certification of Port Master 
Plan Amendment No. 6-PSD-MAJ-45-13. 
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