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Date: July 6, 2015

To: COMMISSIONERS & INTERESTED PERSONS

From: SOUTH COAST DISTRICT STAFF

Subject: Coastal Development Permit Application 5-14-0017 (City of Long Beach, Kite
Boarding), Long Beach, Los Angeles County, for Commission Meeting of July
9,2015

Staff recommends the following changes be made to the staff report dated June 25, 2015. The
proposed changes modify and clarify the conditions under which the vendors are authorized to
operate; the recommended changes are generally proposed for clarification. Additions are shown in
underline text and deletions are shown in strike-eut text.

1. Special Condition Three on page 4 of the staff report, section 3 C shall be revised as follows:

C.  PRIOR TO LESSEE(S) OPERATION of the designated kite boarding lesson area, kite
boarding launch and exit areas, and three kite boarding vendor areas, the applicant shall
submit documentation indicating that the lessor City has incorporated all the above terms
of in section 3.A.(1)-(iv) this-eendition in the lease with the lessee(s) and that the lessee(s)
has aeeepted acknowledged and agreed to those the terms efthiscondition.

2. On page 5 of the staff report, the third paragraph shall be revised as follows:

The City of Long Beach held a public meeting on the matter on April 28, 2015. The City’s
Municipal Code Sections 16.12.120 (Vessels Restricted from Swimming Area), 16.12.130
(Launch from or Landing on Beach), and 16.16.030 (Sale of Solicitation Permit) were
reviewed as they pertain to kite boarding and stand-up paddle boarding activities and
operations on the beach and in the water. The City determined that kite boarders and
authorized kite boarding vendors must abide by all laws and regulations related to marine
vessels, that boating and navigational “rules of the road” apply to kite boarding and must be
observed, that kites being flown must remain at least one line length away from the pedestrian
and bike paths, and that kite boarding and stand-up paddleboard vendors providing lessons
and/or rentals must obtain a concession permit from the City. The City is requesting
Commission authorization to issue three concession permits for kite boarding lesson and
rental operations only. The City is not requesting or authorizing sales of any equipment or
sundry items by the vendors in conjunction with the vendor permits.
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3. On page 5 of the staff report, the second, third, and fifth bullets shall be revised as follows:

e Permitted operators may supply kite boarding and/or stand-up paddleboard lessons
andserviees rentals.

e Permitted operators may provide lessons; and rental services only;and; the sales of related
equipment and sundry items_is prohibited.

e The operators will be able to park one (1) vehicle (per permitted operator) on the
Claremont Launch Ramp (EXHIBIT 2) or in the Claremont or La Verne Parking Lot as
part of the operation. The vehicles_are authorized to remain on the launch ramp for vendor
set-up and take-down only. The vehicles may not impede launch ramp activities and may
not remain on the launch ramp or in the parking lots overnight.

4. On page 7 of the staff report, Public Access and Recreation Findings are supplemented as follows:

Nearby residents have raised concerns that the existing parking supply for beach goers does not
meet the current demand and that parking spaces in adjacent residential neighborhoods will serve
as overflow parking for beach goers when the beach parking lots are full. Public parking for beach
goers currently exists along Ocean Boulevard and within several beach parking lots near the
proposed project site. The area proposed to be designated for kite boarding lessons and rentals is a
popular recreation area that is already heavily used for kite boarding activities. As such, the City is
requesting to regulate an activity that is already occurring. Additional impacts to public parking
are not expected to be significant. In any case, the proposed recreational activity is a pilot project
limited to eighteen months as described in Special Condition 1. Additionally, the proposed
project is priority use that will increase public recreation opportunities along the coast and is
encouraged by the Coastal Act. The proposed project is located on the public beach and, as
conditioned, will enhance public recreational activities and conforms with Sections 30210, 30211,
30212.5, 30213, 30220, and 30221 of the Coastal Act.

5. Two letters of opposition to the proposed project were received on July 3, 2015 (attached).
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To: California Coastal Commission
South Coast District Office
200 Oceangate, 10" Floor
Long Beach, CA 90802-4416

From: Donald R. Bissing, PhD %/
5381 East Ocean Bivd. #
Long Beach, CA 90803

Date: June 6, 2015

Sirs:

In general, 1 have no objections to this proposed project. However, | do have strong reservations in two
areas that if not met by the applicant would cause me to object strenuously to its approval by the
Commission. My objections and rationales for them are as follow:

1) The use of electronically amplified speech or music must be prohibited. The landward side of Ocean
Boulevard that would be impacted if this application is approved unconditionally is a wholly
residential area. Some of the residents are shift workers or work from home while others
simply wish to exercise the quiet enjoyment of their home or apartment. There are no
intervening buildings or landforms between the proposed site of activity that would serve to
dampen or muffle amplified sounds, hence, no practical means of ameliorating the impact on
the facing residential areas. 1want to note also that the use of decibel meters to “prove”
compliance with the city’s noise abatement ordinance would be a mere palliative unless carried
out by professionals with appropriate equipment, i.e., capable of measuring the decibel level of
all frequencies emitted by the ampilified sound in question. Low frequency (bass) sounds travel
farther and impact with greater acoustic energy than higher frequency sounds, and, therefore,
should be taken into account. In my experience with other activities permitted in this area by
the City of Long Beach, this has not been considered. However, regardtess of the care with
which amplified sound coming from the proposed beach activities is measured, it is the extent
of intrusion of these sounds into the living quarters of the residents that is of concern. Sinceitis
clearly impractical to measure decibel levels inside the homes and apartments of the residents,
the simple solution is to prohibit electronically amplified speech or music for the proposed
activity.

2) The City of Long Beach in the past has not seen fit to require sufficient parking facilities to
accommodate the residents of the apartment buildings along Ocean Boulevard. Finding a
parking slot is problematic throughout the year, but it is especially severe during the summer.



The City of Long Beach maintains two large pay parking lots in the immediate vicinity of the
proposed project. | propose that the City be required to set aside portions of one or both lots
for the exclusive use of the participants in the kiting activity. This would be pay-to-park for
“kiters”. Alternatively, the City should set aside a portion of one or both lots for the exclusive
use of residents on a no-fee basis. Either action would serve, in an already congested area, to
ease the increased parking space demand that this project would entail.

if my objections can be addressed by the applicant to the satisfaction of the Commission, | would favor
approval of this project.
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To: California Coastal Commission
Ms. Effie Turnbull-Sanders

Ms. Dayna Bochco

Ms. Jana Zimmer

Ms. Wendy Mitchell

Ms. Mary K. Shallenberger

Mr. Mark Vargas

Ms. Martha McClure

Mr. Steve Kinsey

Ms. Carole Groom

Mr. Erik Howell

Mr. Roberto Uranga

Mr. Gregory Cox

Mr. John Laird or Ms. Janelle Beland
Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom or Ms. Jennifer Lucchesi/Mr. Kevin Schmidt
Mr. Brian P. Kelly or Mr. Dale Jones
Ms. Belinda Faustinos

Ms. Terri Bowman

Mr. Steve Kram

Mr. Randy Pestor

Dr. Paul Song

Ms. Maricela Morales, Alternate

Ms. Sarah Glade Gurney, Alternate
Ms. Olga Diaz, Alternate

Dr. Charles Lester

Ms. Shannon Vaughn

Dear Commissioners, Alternates and Non-Voting Members,

We are vehemently opposed to the City of Long Beach obtaining a permit to
“Establish a designated kite boarding lesson area, kite boarding launch and exit area,
and three kite boarding vendor areas on the beach between Claremont and La Verne
Avenue.” (source: California Coastal Commission, Important Public Hearing Notice

Coastal Permit Application, dated June 25, 2015.)




Approval of this permit would be a gross, private, commercialization of public space,
an mappropriate use of the public beach as well as the creation of additional traffic
and parking issues in an already heavily parking impacted residential neighborhood.

We are opposed to any additional (and existing) commercial beach activity. It appears
that the City of Long Beach adds venues with little thought to the impact upon traffic,
parking and the consequential negative impact upon quality of life for residents. If the
City (or individuals responsible for these decisions) were to feel the impact of the
additional beach activity personally, themselves, after a long day’s work, circling the
block or blocks over and over trying to find a space to squeeze their car into with
other motorists tailgating, honking and shouting, I expect their views might be
somewhat different.

In the 37 years that we have lived in Long Beach’s Belmont Shore neighborhood,
there has been virtually no addition to parking in this part of town. There has however
been a significant increase in beach related activities resulting in traffic congestion
with parking becoming a nightmare.

Beachgoers and current kite boarders leave trash and debris on the beach, sidewalks,
front yards and street including fast food bags, cups, plastic bottles, dirty diapers, ete.

Please do not conclude that we are simply old people ranting at progress. That is not
our position. We feel that the City would serve its residents and beachgoers far better
if there were some sort of balance applied to beach activity growth. At least
understand that it is the residents that pay the price for the benefits that accrue the
City in terms of revenue and the beachgoers in terms of activities and general beach
fun.

Kind regards,

Louise Guest

562-756-2078
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