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TO:  COMMISSIONERS AND INTERESTED PERSONS 
 
FROM:  SHERILYN SARB, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 
  GABRIEL BUHR, COASTAL PROGRAM  MANAGER 
  RICK CASSWELL, COASTAL PROGRAM ANALYST, SAN DIEGO AREA 
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SUBJECT:  PROPOSED MINOR AMENDMENT #LCP-6-CII-15-0012-1 (CARLSBAD 

 RANCH SPECIFIC PLAN) TO THE CITY OF CARLSBAD LOCAL COASTAL 
 PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

 
The City of Carlsbad is requesting that its certified Local Coastal Program 
Implementation Plan (IP) be amended through minor revisions to the Carlsbad Ranch 
Specific Plan to increase the allowed number of stories from three to four for the 
habitable portions of buildings within Planning Area 5 of Carlsbad Ranch (See Exhibit 
A).  This amendment would not result in a change to  the allowed building height or total 
number of rooms permitted within this planning area.. This amendment was filed on 
June, 15, 2015, pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13553 of the 
Commission’s Code of Regulations.  
 
Procedure 
 
Pursuant to Section 30514 (c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554 (a) of the 
Commission’s Code of Regulations, the Executive Director has determined that the 
proposed amendment is “minor” in nature. Section 13554 (a) defines a minor amendment 
as changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning ordinances, maps 
or other implementing actions more specific and which do not change the kind, location, 
intensity or density of use and are consistent with the certified land use plan.  
 
Pursuant to Section 13555, the Executive Director will report this determination to the 
Coastal Commission at the following date and location: 
 
DATE and TIME: Thursday, August 13, 2015   LOCATION:    Chula Vista City Hall 
 9:00 a.m.         276 Fourth Avenue 
          Chula Vista, CA 91910 
       
At that time, any objections to this determination, received within ten days of the 
transmittal of this notice, will also be reported to the Commission. This proposed minor 
amendment will be deemed approved unless one-third of the appointed members of the 
Commission request that it be processed in accordance with Section 13555 (b) of the 
Code of Regulations as a major amendment. Otherwise, the minor amendment will 
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become effective ten days from the date the Commission concurs with the Executive 
Director’s designation. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information regarding this proposed 
amendment, please contact Gabriel Buhr at the above office. Any objections to the 
“minor” amendment determination must be received within ten working days of the date 
of this notice. 
 
Amendment Description  
 
The subject request is to add new text to the Planning Area 5 (Resort) section of the 
Carlsbad Ranch Specific Plan (part of the City’s IP) to increase the allowed number of 
habitable building floors from three to four, without changing the allowed building height 
limit (45-feet, with an additional 10-feet allowed for architectural features only) or total 
number of rooms (700) for Planning Area 5 only. Planning Area 5 is a 52.8-acre site 
located in the northeast corner of Carlsbad Ranch (an approximately 448-acre property 
north of Palomar Airport Road, south of Cannon Road, east of Paseo Del Norte, and west 
of the Crossings golf course; which is divided into 9 Planning Areas under the Carlsbad 
Ranch Specific Plan), and is designated as a full-service destination resort. Currently, this 
site is developed with the Mar Brisa and Sheraton Carlsbad resorts. The intent of this 
amendment request is to create more design flexibility, greater room density per building 
(without impacting the overall Planning Area density), and potentially improved visual 
access to the coast from upper level rooms. The proposed changes would be limited to 
only Planning Area 5 of the Carlsbad Ranch Specific Plan (a component of the City’s IP), 
which is located within the Mello II segment of Local Coastal Program (LCP). These 
proposed IP changes must be consistent with the Mello II Land Use Plan (LUP) policies.  
 
Planning Area 5 is designated as Travel/Recreation Commercial (T-R) and the subject 
amendment: (1) does not propose changes to the “destination resort” land use, or (2) 
density of Planning Area 5 (which will remain limited to 700 rooms); (3) will not alter 
existing parking ratios; and (4) will require Site Development Plan approval by the City 
Council for any new habitable space above 35 feet in height. The proposed modification 
to the development standards to allow four habitable levels within the previously 
approved building envelope will not change any of the approved physical limits of the 
site such as building bulk, height, number of allowed rooms, required parking, 
circulation, or allowed land uses. 
 
Therefore, as proposed, the amendment would improve and protect coastal visitor-serving 
facilities and public access to the Carlsbad coastline. The amendment would not change 
any underlying zoning or affect the density, intensity, location, or type of use within 
Planning Area 5, and can be found in conformance with the certified Mello II LUP as 
amended herein.  
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