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DATE: April 29, 2016
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons
FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director

Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager
Melissa Kraemer, Supervising Analyst

SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination that the action of the
County of Humboldt accepting the Commission’s certification of LCP
Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1 is legally adequate.

For the Commission meeting of May 11, 2016 in Newport Beach

BACKGROUND

The Commission acted on County of Humboldt LCP Amendment (LCPA) Application No. LCP-
1-HUM-15-0004-1 on March 9, 2016. As submitted, the LCP amendment involves changing the
development phasing requirements of the portion of the certified Humboldt County LCP that
covers redevelopment of the historic timber mill company town of Samoa on the north spit of the
Samoa Peninsula adjacent to Humboldt Bay. By a series of unanimous votes, the Commission:
(1) rejected the amendment to the LUP as submitted; (2) approved the LUP amendment with 15
suggested modifications; (3) rejected the amendment to the IP as submitted; and (4) approved the
IP amendment with three suggested modifications.

The suggested modifications relate to the phasing and development process for lands within the
Samoa Town Master Plan (STMP) planning area and include several changes to development
phasing requirements, including requirements that any affordable housing that occurs in new
Master Parcel 2 would be allowed to occur prior to: (a) the comprehensive subdivision of STMP
lands; (b) the development of various public access and recreational improvements; (c) the
development of low-cost visitor serving improvements; and (d) the renovation of the existing
residences in the historic town. The suggested modifications to the submitted land use plan
(LUP) amendment were necessary to clarify the scope of required upgrades and improvements to
the wastewater facilities and to ensure the LUP’s consistency with the pertinent requirements of
Sections 30230, 30231, 30240, 30244, 30250, 30251, and 30253 of the Coastal Act. The
suggested modifications to the submitted implementation plan (IP) amendments were necessary
to ensure that the IP will conform with its LUP counterpart and adequately carry out all
applicable LUP policies as modified.



LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1 (Samoa Town Plan Modifications)

EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION

On April 26, 2016, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing and
adopted Resolution Nos. 16-48 and 16-49 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution
of certification, accepting and agreeing to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreeing to
issue permits in conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approving the necessary
changes to the County’s LCP (Exhibit 2). Additionally, at the same hearing, the Board adopted
Ordinance No. 2549 amending the Coastal Zoning Regulations consistent with the accepted
suggested modifications (Exhibit 3).

As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment to
become effective, the Executive Director must determine that the County of Humboldt’s actions
are legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission. Unless the Commission
objects to the determination, the certification of LCP Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1
shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCPA with the
Secretary of Natural Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 2180.5(2)(V).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director
that the actions of the County of Humboldt to accept the Commission’s certification of LCP
Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1 to adopt the necessary changes to the County’s Local
Coastal Program are legally adequate, as noted in the attached letter, Exhibit 1 (to be sent after
Commission concurrence).

EXHIBITS

1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter
2. Resolution Nos. 16-48 & 16-49
3. Ordinance No. 2549
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May 12, 2016

Robert Wall, Interim Director

Humboldt County Planning & Building Dept.
3015 H Street, Suite 110

Eureka, CA 95501

RE: Effective Certification of Humboldt County Local Coastal Program (LCP)
Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1 (Samoa Town Master Plan phasing
changes)

Dear Mr. Wall:

The Executive Director of the Coastal Commission has reviewed Board of Supervisors
Resolution Nos. 16-48 and 16-49 and Ordinance No. 2549 for effective certification of the
Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1. The County’s resolution
indicates that the County acknowledges receipt of and accepts the Commission’s resolution for
certification and that the County agrees to issue permits in conformance with the modified
certified local coastal program.

The Executive Director has found that the County’s resolution fulfills the requirements of
Section 13544(a) of the California Code of Regulations. In accordance with Section 13544(b) of
the regulations, the Director has determined that the County’s actions are legally adequate. The
Coastal Commission concurred with this determination at its meeting of May 11, 2016 in
Newport Beach.

Commission approval and the amendment process are now complete. If you have any questions,
please contact me at (707) 826-8950.

Sincerely,

Melissa B. Kraemer
Supervising Analyst

Cc: Dan Johnson, Samoa Pacific Group

EXHIBIT NO. 1
APPLICATION NO.
LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1
(Samoa Town Plan
Modifications)
Notification of Effective
Certification Letter
(draft)
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EXHIBIT NO. 3
APPLICATION NO.
LCP-1-HUM-15-0004-1
(Samoa Town Plan Modifications)
ADOPTED ORDINANCE
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