
 

 

PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN THE 
COASTAL ZONE 

 
 

Does the Agricultural Activity meet the exception to the 
definition of development in section 30106 of the Coastal Act 

because it is the “harvesting of major vegetation for 
agricultural purposes”? 

 

Is agricultural development excluded from CDP 
requirements by a Categorical Exclusion approved by the 

Commission pursuant to 30610(e) and 30610.5(b)? 

If YES 

Does not meet definition of 
development and No CDP 

is required pursuant to 
30106 

If YES 

Development Exempt and 
No CDP is required 

pursuant to 30610 and 
13250-13253 

Has the person obtained a vested right in development prior 
to the effective date of the Coastal Act or obtained a permit 

under the Coastal Act’s predecessor statute?  

Is agricultural development exempted by 30610 including 
as either an exempt improvement to an existing structure or 

a repair and maintenance activity that does not involve a 
risk of adverse environmental effect under 30610 of the 

Coastal Act or 13250 – 13253 of the Commission’s 
regulations?  

Development Excluded and 
No CDP is required 

pursuant to 30610(e) and 
30610.5(b) 

If CDP is Required by Commission because no 
certified LCP or development proposed is 

outside Certified Area, does development qualify 
for expedited processing as a waiver, administrative 
permit or consent calendar item? (30624, 30624.7) 

If CDP is Required by Local Government with 
Certified LCP, does development qualify for expedited 
processing by the certified Local Coastal Program as a 
waiver, administrative permit, consent calendar item or 

minor development? (30624, 30624.7, 30624.9) 

If YES – 
Expedited 
Process 

If NO –  
Full CDP 

hearing before 
Commission 

If YES – Full 

CDP Hearing 
may not be 

required 

If NO – Full 
CDP hearing 
before local 
government 

Is CDP required by Commission or Local Government? 

If YES 

If NO 

If NO 

If NO 

If NO 

If YES 

See 
Section 

4.1 

See 
Section 

4.2 

See 
Section 

4.5.1 
and 

4.5.2 

See 
Section 

4.4 

See 
Section 

4.3 

Not new development and 
No CDP is required 
pursuant to 30608 


