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SLR POLICY GUIDANCE 
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Maximize protection of public 
access, recreation, & sensitive 

coastal resources 

Minimize coastal hazards through 
planning & development standards 

Use science to guide decisions 

Maximize agency coordination and 
public participation 



SLR POLICY GUIDANCE 
PLANNING STEPS 
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1. Identify SLR scenarios 
 Multiple SLR scenarios 

x planning horizons 

2. Evaluate physical 
impacts 
 Storm v. non-storm 

3. Assess impacts to 
coastal resources 

 

 
 

 
 

SLR POLICY GUIDANCE 
ASSESSING VULNERABILITY 



SLR POLICY GUIDANCE 
ADAPTATION PLANNING 
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ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
PROTECTION 

Humboldt Bay Sea Level Rise Adaptation Planning Project: 
Phase II Report (Laird, 2015) 

Diked shoreline at Humboldt Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge  



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
PROTECTION 

       
         

Humboldt Bay Shoreline Inventory, Mapping and Sea Level 
Rise Vulnerability Assessment (Laird, 2013) 

Fortified shoreline at Hookten Slough  



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
PROTECTION 

Humboldt Bay Shoreline Inventory, Mapping and Sea Level 
Rise Vulnerability Assessment (Laird, 2013) Tide gate at Elk River Slough 



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
PROTECTION 

Humboldt Bay Shoreline Inventory, Mapping and Sea Level 
Rise Vulnerability Assessment (Laird, 2013) Foredune forming on Humboldt Bay shoreline 



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
PROTECTION 
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Center for Coastal Resources Management, VIMS Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership 



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
PROTECTION 
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The Bay Institute 



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
ACCOMMODATION 
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ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
ACCOMMODATION 

California Department of Water Resources 



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
ACCOMMODATION 

Seal Beach National Wildlife Refuge 



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
RETREAT 

Hamilton-Bel Marin Keys Wetland Restoration Project 
State Coastal Conservancy  



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
HYBRID 
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The Bay Institute 



ADAPTATION OPTIONS 
HYBRID 
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THANK YOU! 

coastal.ca.gov/climate/slr 
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