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California Coastal Commission adopts plan to protect the coast, expand access and 

build climate resilient communities through 2030 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 10, the California Coastal Commission unanimously adopted its 
Strategic Plan for 2026 – 2030, which outlines actions to advance the agency’s core 
priorities and values over the next five years. These strategies include efforts to maximize 
public access, plan for sea level rise resiliency, engage communities, safeguard coastal 
resources and maintain the organization. The plan reflects input from the Coastal 
Commissioners as well as the public and tribal representatives. 
 
Some of these objectives and actions are new, as the result of legal mandates and 
evolving priorities. These efforts, while not reflective of the full scope of the agency’s 
activities, are targeted approaches to addressing critical priorities through the end of the 
decade.  
 
The Strategic Plan focuses on five overarching goals:  
 
Goal 1: Ensuring coastal access for all 
  
A significant component of the commission’s work has involved removing both physical 
and non-physical barriers to ensure that everyone can enjoy, and feel welcomed on, the 
state’s coastline. To protect and build on this legacy, the commission must develop new 
tools and strategies that respond to today’s challenges, including climate change, rising 
costs and the need for affordable and workforce housing. 
 
Goal 2: Plan for resilient communities 
 
Adapting to climate change, most notably sea level rise, is one of the most pressing and 
complex challenges of our time, and it will remain a central focus of the commission’s work 
for decades to come. Addressing such impacts requires bold, adaptive planning that 
prioritizes resilience, affordability and long-term sustainability. 
 
Goal 3: Improve external engagement and communication 
 
As California’s social, cultural, and technological landscapes evolve, so too must the 
commission’s approach to public engagement. To fulfill our mission of making the coast 
and the commission accessible to all, we must do more to reach those who are unfamiliar 
with our work and have not had a voice in coastal decision-making. 
 
Goal 4: Protect coastal resources 
 
These protections extend beyond the natural environment, encompassing public access, 
coastal agriculture, coastal communities, and the scenic and cultural landmarks that shape 
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our coastal identity. Similar to built environments, coastal resource areas are vulnerable to 
sea level rise and other climate change impacts. 
 
Goal 5: Build and Maintain a Resilient Organization 
 
These actions focus on the agency itself by aiming to build and maintain a welcoming, 
inclusive and resilient organization that embraces excellence and innovation. 
 
Please see the strategic plan for specific actions, and objectives, which will provide the 
blueprint for fulfilling the Coastal Act’s mandate and our shared vision: keeping California’s 
coast a vibrant, welcoming and lasting part of life in our state — for everyone, now and in 
the future. 

 
For more information, contact Public Information Officer Joshua Smith at 
Joshua.smith@coastal.ca.gov or (415) 971-8957.  
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