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PERMIT AMENDMENT 

APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 

PROJECT LOCATION: Pacific Coast Highway between Sunset Blvd. and Potrero 
Canyon, Pacific Palisades 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT PREVIOUSLY APPROVED: Demolish existing underground 
Sunset Pumping Plant and construct new 4.5 mgd pumping plant to include 0.56 
mg emergency storage facility, 11,000 foot force main, new gravity sewers, 
rehabilitation of two pumping plants and decommission one pumping plant. 

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT: Delete the segment of sewer line that is located 
within Pulga Canyon. The amendment also includes deleting Special Conditions 
that address development impacts of the Pulga Canyon portion of the project. 

PROCEDURAL NOTE: The Commission's regulations provide for referral of permit 
amendment requests to the Commission if: 

1) The Executive Director determines that the proposed amendment is a 
material change, 

2) Objection is made to the Executive Director's determination of 
immateriality, or 

3) the proposed amendment affects conditions required for the purpose of 
protecting a coastal resource or coastal access. 

In this case, the Executive Director has determined that the proposed 
amendment is a material change because it affects special conditions of the 
underlying permit. If the applicant or objector so requests. the Commission 
shall make an independent determination as to whether the proposed amendment 
is material. [14 California Code of Regulations Section 13166] 

SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

The staff recommends that the Commission determine that the proposed 
amendment, as conditioned, is consistent with the requirements of the Coastal 
Act. 
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SUBSTANTIVE FILE DOCUMENTS: (1) Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR). SCH 
#91051026 dated October. 1992 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

(2) Final Revised Project Feasibility Report 
dated February. 1991 
(3) Geotechnical Report prepared by GEOFON 
Environmental dated December 21. 1992 
(4) Coastal Development Permit No. 5-93-096 

Staff recommends that the Commission adopt the following resolution: 

1. Approval with Conditions 

The Commission hereby grants an amendment to the permit on the grounds that 
the proposed amendment. as conditioned. is in conformity with the provisions 
of Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act of 1976. will not prejudice the 
ability of the local government having jurisdiction over the area to prepare a 
Local Coastal Program conforming to the provisions of Chapter 3 of the Coastal 
Act. and will not have any significant adverse impacts on the environment 
within the meaning of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

II Special Conditions: 

The Special Conditions. as modified below. shall now apply to Coastal 
Development Permit No. 5-93-096: 

1. Beach Parking and Access 

Prior to issuance of the permit the applicant shall agree to carry out a 
construction schedule and other measures to minimize impacts on beach 
access routes (route 1) and beach parking. Pursuant to this requirement 
the applicant shall provide a construction schedule and beach parking 
management program that provides. at a minimum: 

a. Construction shall. as much as possible. occur after Labor Day 
and before Memorial Day. 

b. Access to all County parking lots shall be preserved during 
construction. 

c. The applicant shall identify road shoulder parking areas on the 
seaward side of Pacific Coast Highway located in project area. No 
more than ten (10~) of such area(s) may be disrupted or removed from 
parking at one time. and in no event shall such area be disrupted 
during Memorial Day. Fourth of July and Labor Day holidays. 

2. Assumption of Risk 

By acceptance of this Coastal Development Permit. the City agrees that: 
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(a) the applicant understands that the project site may be subject to 
extraordinary hazard from landslides; and (b) the applicant hereby 
waives any future claims of liability against the Commission or its 
successors in interest for damage from such hazards. 

3. Safety of Adjacent Property/Risk Management 

Prior to issuance of the permit, the applicant shall provide for the 
review and approval of the Commission, a program assessing specific 
hazards to property adjacent to the project due to earth movement caused 
by construction at or near canyon bottoms or at the toes of slides. The 
risk management program shall include detailed maps showing the routing of 
the pipeline and its relationship to mapped landslides, construction 
methods, and other methods proposed to avoid activating landslides. After 
the Commission approves the plan, the program shall be required in 
contracts and as plan notes on construction drawings. Any additional 
measures necessary to avoid damage shall be reported to the Executive 
Director to determine whether a coastal development permit or amendment to 
this permit is required. 
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4. 11 Siltation 

Prior to issuance of permit the applicant shall provide for review and 
approval of the Executive Director a siltation and erosion control plan to 
prevent siltation into streams and the Pacific Ocean. 

5. li State Lands Commission Review 

Prior to issuance of the coastal development permit, the applicant shall 
obtain a written determination from the State Lands Commission that: 

a) No state lands are involved in the development; or 

b) State Lands are involved in the development, and all permits required 
by the State Lands Commission have been obtained; or 

c) State Lands may be involved in the development, but pending a final 
determination of state lands involvement, an agreement has been made 
by the applicant with the State Lands Commission for the project to 
proceed without prejudice to the determination. 

d) The applicant shall provide for the review and approval of the 
Executive Director. an agreement with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) for managing traffic during construction. 
The project will as far as possible protect beach traffic (north 
bound morning traffic and south bound afternoon traffic) during 
summer weekends, in addition to protecting business & commuter 
traffic as required by Department of Transportation. 

6. 11 Evidence of Legal Ability to Use Property 

Prior to issuance of the coastal development permit, and subject to the 
review and approval of the Executive Director. the applicant shall provide 
evidence of its legal ability to develop on all affected properties on the 
project site. fntl~dfni/Ma~ffaf/teifefiffen/ai/t0ndfff0ned/Mefefn1 
Such legal evidence shall include either, 1) written easements, 2) letters 
of agreement from the affected property owners. including State of 
California, accompanied by evidence satisfactory to the Executive Director 
that signees of the letter either own the property and have the legal 
ability to give permission for development, 3) or have appropriate court 
orders, granting the City the right to develop, 4) City•s title to the 
property. 

III. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS 

The Commission hereby finds and declares as follows: 

A. Amendment Description and Background 

On December 15, 1994 the Commission conditionally approved Coastal Development 
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Permit No. 5-93-096. The applicant's original proposal was to demolish an 
existing underground Sunset Pumping Plant and construct a new 4.5 mgd pumping 
plant to include 0.56 mg emergency storage facility, 11,000 foot force main, 
new gravity sewers. rehabilitation of two pumping plants and decommission one 
pumping plant. The previously approved development includes four main 

·components i.e .• the conveyance system, the Sunset pumping· plant, the Sunset 
emergency storage facility and pressurized laterals extending up Temescal and 
Las Pulga Canyons and Bel Air Bay Club Road (See Exhibit B).The pumping plant 
and emergency storage facility will be located below the ground. The pipeline 
along Pacific Coast Highway will be located on the seaward side of the 
right-of-way. The proposed project was developed to reduce the potential for 
sewage spills and other malfunctions along a portion of the Coastal 
Interceptor Sewer and was mandated by a 1987 Settlement Agreement between the 
City of Los Angeles and the State Regional Hater Quality Control Board. 

The Commission's previous conditional approval included Special Conditions 
regarding public access, natural habitat, water quality and natural hazards. 
As noted above, the original project included three lateral lines in Temescal 
Canyon, Pulga Canyon and Bel Air Bay Club Road. 

B. Pulga Canyon 

The applicant has requested an amendment to delete the Pulga Canyon segment of 
the project. Because this portion of the project had potential adverse 
impacts on coastal sage scrub, the Commission imposed Special Conditions 
addressing environmentally sensitive habitat. The applicant has found 
performing the studies and mapping and obtaining the easement required by the 
special conditions to be time consuming. In order to enable the remainder of 
the project to proceed, the applicant is proposing to delete the portion of 
the project that requires habitat mitigation. Only the Pulga Canyon feeder 
line has potential habitat impacts and only that portion of the project 
triggers the open space and mitigation conditions. If applicant removes this 
portion of the project, the habitat special conditions are no longer 
necessary. Therefore, the applicant is requesting that the corresponding 
environmentally sensitive habitat Special Conditions also be eliminated from 
the permit approval. 

The applicant is not requesting any modifications to the special conditions 
required on the remaining portion of the original permit approval. The Pulga 
Canyon environmentally sensitive habitat special conditions, which addressed 
habitat mitigation and a deed restriction for open space and habitat 
preservation will no longer apply. The remaining special conditions regarding 
public access, water quality and natural hazards will remain in effect. In 
the original permit approval, the Commission found that those conditions were 
necessary in order to find the project consistent with the relevant provisions 
of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. Therefore, the Commission finds that 
deleting the Pulga Canyon lateral sewer line fromm the original project, along 
with the previously imposed relevant special conditions, will have no adverse 
impacts on coastal resources and is consistent with the Commission's original 
permit approval. 
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