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CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
SOUTH COAST AREA 

ll245 W. BROADWAY, STE. 380 
P.O. BOX 1450 
tONG BEACH, CA 90802·4416 
(310) 590-5071 

May 23, 1996 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Persons 

FROM: Charles Damm, South Coast District Director 
Teresa Henry, Assistant District Director 
Steve Rynas, Orange County Area Supervisor 

SUBJECT: REVISED FINDINGS ON BOLSA CHICA LAND USE PLAN 
AMENDMENT NO. 1-95/IMPLEMENTING ACTIONS PROGRAM. {For 
Public Hearing and Possible Adoption at Coastal Commission Hearing 
of June 12-14, 1996.) 

SUMMARY OF ST AFE REPORT 

SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION 

At the Commission meeting of January 11, 1996, the Commission reviewed the 
County of Orange local Coastal Program {LCP) Balsa Chica Land Use Plan 
Amendment 1-95, and the initial submittal of the Balsa Chica Implementing Actions 
Program. Extensive public testimony and subsequent Commission discussion 
occurred before the Commission voted on the matter. In its action/ the 
Commission denied, as submitted, then certified with suggested modifications, 
Balsa Chica Land Use Plan Amendment 1-95. Following action on the Land Use 
Plan Amendment, the Commission the') voted to reject the Implementing Actions 
Program as submitted, then approved th'e Implementing Actions Program with 
suggested modifications. 

The fundamental issue involved in the Commission's decision was whether allowing 
residential development in the lowlands, which would result in the loss of over 1 00 
acres of degraded wetlands, was an appropriate means of assuring restoration of 
the remaining Balsa Chica wetlands. The Commission found, pursuant to Sections 
30233 and 30411 of the Coastal Act, that residential development in the lowlands 
is necessary to assure restoration of the remaining 770 acres of lowland wetlands 
that are currently in private ownership, and is the least environmentally damaging 
feasible alternative capable of achieving the objective of wetlands restoration. This 
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decision took into account the provisions of the certified 1986 Balsa Chica Land 
Use Plan, and the 1981 California Department of Fish and Game degraded wetlands 
determination for Balsa Chica. Commission staff has revised its December 21 , 
1995 staff report to reflect the Commission's decision concerning the lowland 
development. The revised findings address lowland development as well as other 
issues that were raised by the LCP. 

COMMISSION VOTE 

Resolution #1 voting (approval of proposed LUPA as submitted): 

YES: None 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, 
Commissioner Flemming, Commissioner Wan, Commissioner Karas, 
Commissioner Pavley, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 

Resolution #2 voting (approval of proposed LUPA as modified): 

YES: Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, Commissioner Flemming, 
Commissioner Karas, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Wan, and Commissioner Pavley 

Resolution #3 voting (approval of proposed IP as submitted): 

YES: None 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, 
Commissioner Flemming, Commissioner Wan, Commissioner Karas, 
Commissioner Pavley, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 

Resolution #4 voting (approval of proposed:IP as modified): 

YES: Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, Commissioner Flemming, 
Commissioner Karas, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Wan, and Commissioner Pavley 
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... DESCRIPTION OF THE SUBMITTAL 

The County of Orange submitted to the Commission a proposed Local Coastal 
Program for Balsa Chica. The submittal consisted of an amendment to the 
Commission certified Land Use Plan of 1986 and an Implementation Program. The 
proposed amendment to the Land Use Plan would totally replace the 1986 Land 
Use Plan. The Implementation Program is a new submittal. The Implementation 
Program consists of a variety of documents. Principal documents of the 
implementation program include the Planned Community Program, the Wetlands 
Restoration Program, and Section 7-9 of the Orange County Zoning Code. 

The proposed Local Coastal Program (LCP) is in support of planned residential 
development at Balsa Chica. The Local Coastal Program proposes to allow 3,300 
homes, build associated infrastructure, provide public recreational facilities, and 
undertake wetland restoration at Balsa Chica which includes a 250 foot wide 
non-navigable ocean entrance. The proposed Local Coastal Program would allow 
the construction of 2,400 residential units on the Mesa. Mesa residential 
development requires the relocation of an environmentally sensitive habitat area 
(ESHA) from Balsa Chica Mesa to Huntington Mesa and some wetland fill. 

The remaining 900 homes would be located in the Lowlands and would require the 
fill of approximately 1 04 to 1 20 acres of wetland depending on the wetland 
delineation methodology used. The Local Coastal Program requires the conveyance 
of 49 acres of land to the County for inclusion into Harriett Wieder Regional Park, 
located on the Huntington Mesa. The Local Coastal Program also requires the 
dedication of approximately 770 acres of the Lowland by the developer. 

SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Commission staff recommends that the Commission adopt the following revised 
findings in support of the Commission's action DENYING the proposed Land Use 
Amendment and Implementing Actions for Balsa Chica, as submitted, and 
APPROVING the proposed local coastal p_rogram for Balsa Chica, as modified. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

For further information, please contact Stephen Rynas at the South Coast District 
Office of the Coastal Commission, at 31 0-590-5071. Copies of the proposed 
amended Land Use Plan and Implementation Program are available for review at the 
Long Beach office of the Coastal Commission or at the Orange County 
Environmental Management Agency, 300 North Flower Street, Santa Ana, CA 
92702-4048. Mr. Tippets is the contact person for the County of Orange and he 
may be reached by calling 714-834-5394. 
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Executive Summary 

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A. SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION AND LCP DESCRIPTION 

On January 11, 1996 the Commission took action to deny the Land Use Plan 
Amendment 1-95 for Bolsa Chica, as submitted. The Commission also denied the 
Implementation Plan, as submitted. Suggested modifications were proposed and 
adopted by the Commission to bring the Land Use Plan into conformance with 
Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act and to modify the Implementation Plan so that 
it conforms with and is adequate to carry out the Land Use Plan, as modified. The 
effect of the Commission's action on January 11, 1996 was to certify the Balsa 
Chica Local Coastal Program, with modifications. To complete the certification 
process the County of Orange (through a resolution passed by the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors) must accept the Balsa Chica Local Coastal Program, as 
certified by the Commission with suggested modifications. 

The Local Coastal Program ("LCP") consists of an amended Land Use Plan {"LUP") 
and an Implementation Program. The amended Land Use Plan is a significant 
revision of the Commission-certified 1986 Land Use Plan for Balsa Chica and 
replaces the former plan in its entirety. The Implementation Program is the first 
implementation plan for Balsa Chica to be submitted to the Commission. The 
Implementation Program consists of a variety of documents, including a Planned 
Community Program, a Wetlands Restoration Program, a Development Agreement, 
and Section 7-9 of the Orange County Zoning Code. 

The Balsa Chica LCP Area is comprised of an upland mesa-top area referred to as 
the Balsa Chica Mesa (hereafter referenced as the "Mesa"), and a wetland 
ecosystem area referred to as the Lowland. There is also a much narrower mesa 
along the southeastern portion of the Local Coastal Program Area referred to as the 
Huntington Mesa. The Huntington Mesa is proposed as a regional park. 

The Department of Fish and Game determined in 1 981 that the Lowland is a 
severely degraded wetland system that is comprised of functioning wetlands, 
functioning but degraded wetlands, and former wetlands which, when viewed in 
relation to its historic and overall function, collectively are in need of major 
restoration. Currently, approximately 900 acres of the Lowlands are wetlands. 
Interspersed among the wetlands are approximately 350 acres of former wetland 
areas. The majority of the Bclsa Chica LCP Area is owned by Koll Real Estate 
Group, Inc. ("Koll"), which owns approximately 200 acres of the Mesa and 903 
acres of the Lowland. Both the Mesa and Lowland are vacant except for oil drilling 
structures to support oil extraction operations that occur in the Lowland. 
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Executive Summary 

The 1986 Land Use Plan for Bolsa Chica allowed for development of a marina with 
associated visitor serving commercial and residential development in a portion of 
the Lowland on condition that the developer restore the remainder of the Lowland. 
Restoration and ocean access to the marina was to be achieved through 
construction of an ocean entrance. The proposed land use plan amendment, when 
compared to the 1 986 plan, has been revised to delete several project elements 
such as: a marina at Bolsa Chica, visitor-serving commercial development, and a 
"cross-gap" connector. The County through its numerous environmental analyses 
concluded that certain project components, such as the marina, were infeasible, 
that more wetlands could be restored, and that lessening the intensity and extent 
of the development would lessen the adverse environmental impacts. 

The amended LUP provides for the construction of 3,300 homes at Balsa Chica --
2,400 on the Mesa and 900 in the Lowland. Mesa residential development would 
occur on 21 5 acres. The Lowland residential development would occur on 185 
acres. The Lowland development will involve the fill of approximately 1 04 to 1 20 
acres of wetlands depending on the wetland delineation criteria used. The LCP 
provides that a permit for Lowland development will be issued upon condition that 
the developer restore the remaining Lowlands through dedicating approximately 
770 acres of the Lowland to a public agency and by funding the restoration 
program. The developer would not be required to provide funding for restoration if 
conditions of the Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 permit or the coastal 
development permit contain conditions not identified in the Local Coastal Program 
that raise the cost of restoration by 1 % or greater (the LCP Wetlands Restoration 
Plan funding program contains a built in 20% contingency fund). The LCP 
establishes the restoration program for the Lowlands. The restoration program 
includes a 250 foot wide non-navigable ocean entrance. Both in 1986 and now, 
the County of Orange has indicated in the amended Land Use Plan that the Lowland 
development is necessary in order to insure sufficient revenue generation to 
guarantee the restoration of the remaining Lowlands not committed to 
development. 

B. SUMMARY OF MAJOR ISSUES AND COMMISSION FINDINGS 

The Commission found in taking action on the Bolsa Chica LCP submittal that 
greater specificity and certain substantive modifications were necessary with 
regards to a number of issues, including but not limited to: wetland dedication 
requirements, building setbacks from the Bolsa Chica Mesa bluff edge, public 
access and recreation LCP policies, mitigation of impacts on cultural resources, 
development standards criteria, and mitigation provisions associated with the 
proposed new ocean inlet. The Commission found that it was necessary to.deny 
the Balsa Chica LCP Land Use Plan Amendment 1-95 and Implementing Actions 
Program as submitted by the County of Orange in order to achieve the necessary 
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Executive Summary 

specificity and certain substantive revisions relating to dedication requirements and 
bluff setback through suggested modifications. While the Commission adopted 
numerous suggested modifications to the County's submittal, the Commission also 
found that the documentation and evidence submitted by the County and majority 
landowner was convincing with regards to the LCP's conformity with the wetland 
preservation, restoration, and ESHA policies of the Coastal Act. The next four 
subheadings summarize the major issues and Commission action regarding: 
Lowland Development, Lowland Dedication, Mesa Development, and the Wetlands 
Restoration Program. 

LOWLAND DEVELOPMENT: Commission staff had recommended that the 
Commission find that the proposed 900 residential units to be built on 1 85 acres of 
the Balsa Chica Lowlands is inconsistent with the Coastal Act. After hearing many 
hours of public testimony and reviewing the evidence, the Commission reached the 
following five conclusions regarding the proposed lowland development: 

1 . The Balsa Chica Lowland was deemed in 1 981 by the California 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG) to be a severely degraded 
wetland system in need of major restoration. 

2. The Commission in certifying the 1986 Balsa Chica LCP Land Use Plan 
affirmed the DFG severely degraded wetland determination for Balsa 
Chica and found that major restoration could be achieved through 
construction of an ocean inlet in connection with a marina and 
associated commercial and residential development. 

3. That the Balsa Chica Lowland wetlands system will continue to 
degrade without a major wetlands restoration program being 
implemented. 

4. That consistent with Sections 30001.5, 30230, 30231, 30233, 
30236 and 30411 of the C~lifornia Coastal Act, in order to enhance 
and restore the wetland values and biological productivity of the Balsa 
Chica Lowlands, it is necessary to construct an ocean inlet and that 
development of 900 residential units on 185 acres of the Lowlands 
will generate the 48 million dollars in revenue necessary to create the 
ocean inlet and insure the major restoration of the remaining 770 acres 
of wetlands still in private ownership. 

5. Because the Balsa Chic a Lowland Wetlands have been deemed a 
severely degraded wetland system in need of major restoration by DFG 
pursuant to Sections 30411 and 30233(a) of the Coastal Act, and 
because construction of a marina in the Lowlands is no longer feasible, 
the Commission found that the proposed residential development in 
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the Lowlands is an allowable use in that it is a feasible way of insuring 
wetland restoration, and is the least environmentally damaging 
alternative for insuring that wetland restoration. 

The Commission concluded that the LCP set forth the least environmentally 
damaging, feasible way of achieving the major restoration of the Balsa Chica 
Lowland wetlands consistent with the California Coastal Act. 

LOWLAND DEDICATION: Commission staff also recommended that the 
Commission find the LCP inconsistent with the Coastal Act because it did not 
require that the Lowland wetlands be dedicated if the majority landowner chose to 
not build in the Lowlands. The Development Agreement between the County of 
Orange and the majority landowner, as submitted, stated that should the majority 
landowner receive an U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 permit and a 
coastal development permit (COP) for Lowlands development but decide not to 
undertake development, the majority landowner is required to dedicate 
approximately 770-794 acres in Lowland Planning Area 1 D and pay seven million 
dollars for restoration of Area 1 C. However, if the majority landowner failed to 
pursue a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 permit/COP, the majority 
landowner would have been required to dedicate 88.7 acres of the Lowlands. 

At the January, 1996 Commission hearing, in response to comments, and prior to 
the Commission vote, the County of Orange and the majority landowner suggested 
a. modification to the LCP which would clarify that should the majority landowner 
voluntarily decide not to pursue a U.S. Army Corps Section 404 permit and coastal 
development permit for Lowland development, the majority landowner will dedicate 
the full 770-794 acres in Lowland Planning Area 1 D and pay the seven million 
dollars for restoration of Area 1 C. The Commission adopted the suggested 
modifications, as recommended by the County, finding that they further restoration 
goals for the Balsa Chica Lowlands by providing an opportunity through public 
ownership in the event the landowner decides not to proceed with Lowland 
development and restoration. 

With this modification suggested by the County, the Commission found that the 
concern over the dedication of the Lowlands in order to insure preservation of 
wetland habitat was resolved. 

MESA DEVELOPMENT: The third major issue the Commission dealt with concerns 
proposed development of the Balsa Chica Mesa. Questions regarding the adequacy 
of building setbacks from the bluff edge, preservation and protection of 
archaeological and cultural resources, parkland, public parking and public trails were 
all raised by Commission staff and members of the public. In response to these 
questions, the Commission found the County submittal lacking in specificity and 
denied the Bolsa Chica LCP as submitted. However, the Commission, as noted 
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previously, then certified the LCP with suggested modifications. Those 
modifications required: a minimum 50 foot building setback from the Mesa bluff 
edge; that archaeological, cultural and paleontological resources be preserved and 
protected through appropriate surveys, research and monitoring of all grading 
activities; and, that the public parkland, public parking and public trails be 
appropriately signed so as to acknowledge their availability for public use. The 
Commission, as discussed in the next section, also found that the filling of several 
small isolated wetlands on the Mesa was allowable and adequately mitigated. The 
Commission concluded that with the suggested modifications the Mesa 
development could be found in conformance with the wetland protection, public 
access and recreation, and land resources policies of the Coastal Act. 

WETLANDS RESTORATION PROGRAM: The last major issue the Commission 
addressed involved the adequacy of the County's proposed Wetlands Restoration 
Program. Once again the Commission found the submittal to be lacking the 
necessary details for certification as submitted. Instead the Commission certified 
with suggested modifications the Wetlands Restoration Program finding that 
additional measures were necessary to insure proper mitigation for the adverse 
impacts that development would have the Lowland Wetlands, that impacts to 
ESHA (the Eucalyptus Grove) be mitigated through proper phasing, and that the 
success criteria and monitoring provisions of the Wetlands Restoration Program be 
improved. Finally, the Commission found that the filling of several small isolated 
wetlands on the Bolsa Chica Mesa was allowable in order to accommodate regional 
traffic needs, and to insure preservation and protection of the Lowland Wetlands 
through, among other means, concentrating development on the Mesa and 
increased building setbacks from the Lowlands. The Commission found that the 
loss of these small isolated wetlands, totaling about three acres, was properly 
mitigated through the suggested modifications which require a 4:1 mitigation ratio. 
The Commission concluded that, with the suggested modifications, the Balsa Chica 
LCP Wetlands Restoration Program was in conformance with and adequate to carry 
out the wetland protection policies of the Bolsa Chica LCP Land Use Pan as 
amended and certified by the Commissipfl with suggested modifications. 

1 1 



Resolution of Adoption 

II. COMMISSION RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTING REVISED 
FINDINGS FOR DENIAL AS SUBMITTED AND APPROVAL. 
OF THE BOLSA CHIC A LOCAl COASTAL PROGRAM 
WITH SUGGESTED MODIFICATIONS 

Following the public hearing, staff recommends that the Commission adopt the 
following motion. Comments from the public concerning the findings will be limited 
to discussing the adequacy of the findings to support the Commission's action of 
January 11, 1996. 

Motion #1 

I move that the Commission adopt the following revised findings in support of the 
Commission's denial of Amendment 1-95 to the Balsa Chica land Use Plan (as 
submitted) and Implementation Plan (as submitted) for Balsa Chica and its approval 
with suggested modifications. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends a YES vote, and the adoption of the following resolution and 
findings. An affirmative vote by a majority of the Commissioners present who 
voted on the prevailing side is needed to pass the motion. 

Resolutions 

Below is the voting summary for each resolution at the January 11, 1 996 
Commission meeting. 

- . 

A. Resolution #1 voting (approval of proposed LUPA as submitted): 

YES: None 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, 
Commissioner Flemming, Commissioner Wan, Commissioner Karas, 
Commissioner Pavley, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 
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B. 

Resolution of Adoption 

Resolution #2 voting (approval of proposed LUPA as modified): 

YES: Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, Commissioner Flemming, 
Commissioner Karas, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Wan, and Commissioner Pavley 

C. Resolution #3 voting (approval of proposed IP as submitted}: 

YES: None 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, 
Commissioner Flemming, Commissioner Wan, Commissioner Karas, 
Commissioner Pavley, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 

D. Resolution #4 voting (approval of proposed IP as modified}: 

YES: Commissioner Calcagno, Commissioner Doo, Commissioner Flemming, 
Commissioner Karas, Commissioner Rick, Commissioner Staffel, 
Commissioner Wolfsheimer, and Chairman Williams 

NO: Commissioner Cava, Commissioner Wan, and Commissioner Pavley 

13 



Procedural Process 

Ill. PROCEDURAL PROCESS 

STANDARD OF REVIEW: The standard of review for land use plan amendments, is 
found in Section 3051 2 of the Coastal Act. This section requires the Commission 
to certify an LUP amendment if it finds that it meets the requirements of Chapter 3. 
of the Coastal Act. Specifically, Section 30512 states: "(c) The Commission shall 
certify a land use plan, or any amendments thereto, if it finds that a land use plan 
meets the requirements of, and is in conformity with, the policies of Chapter 3 
(commencing with Section 30200). Except as provided in paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (a), a decision to certify shall require a majority vote of the appointed 
membership of the Commission. " 

Pursuan.t to Section 30513 of the Coastal Act, the Commission may only reject 
zoning ordinances or other implementing actions, as well as their amendments, on 
the grounds that they do not conform with, or are inadequate to carry out, the 
provisions of the certified land use plan. The Commission must act by majority 
vote of the Commissioners present when making a decision on the implementing 
portion of a Local Coastal Program. 

COMMISSION VOTING PROCESS: Pursuant to Section 13540 of the 
Commission's regulations certification of the local coastal program will be based on 
specific written findings (this report) adopted by majority vote of the members 
prevailing on the motion. 

HEARING LIMITATION: Comments from the public concerning the revised findings 
will be limited to discussing the adequacy of the revised findings to support the 
Commission's action. 

PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS: Pursuant to Section 13551 (b) of the California 
Code of Regulations, a resolution for submittal must indicate whether the local 
coastal program will require formal local. government adoption after Commission 
approval, or is an amendm~nt that will take effect automatically upon the 
Commission's approval pursuant to Public Resources Code Sections 30512, 30513 
and 30519. The County of Orange did not indicate in its submittal resolution that 
this local coastal program would take effect automatically upon Commission 
approval. Further, this certification is subject to suggested modifications by the 
Commission. Therefore, this local coastal program will not become effective until 
the County of Orange formally adopts the suggested modifications and complies 
with all the requirements of Section 13544 including the requirement that the 
Executive Director determine the County's adoption of the Amendment to the Land 
Use Plan and Implementation Program is legally adequate. 
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Background 

IV. BACKGROUND 

A. AREA DESCRIPTION 

Bolsa Chica comprises approximately 1 ,588 acres of unincorporated land within the 
coastal zone of northwestern Orange County (see Figure 1 ). Currently, the land 
exists predominantly as open space containing both upland and wetland habitat. 
The site is dominated by an extensive wetland area located between two· upland 
mesas to the north and south. The Pacific Coast Highway, Bolsa Chica State 
Beach, and the Pacific Ocean border the western side, while urban development 
occurs to the east. Bolsa Chica was formerly part of an extensive coastal 
lagoon/salt marsh system, which was estimated to cover 2,300 acres in 1 894 by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Today, substantial portions of the wetland 
habitat remain in the lowland area. The two mesas consist primarily of non-native 
grasslands. 

Bolsa Chica is a unique place along the California coast. Bolsa Chica has undergone 
substantial degradation caused by human interference with its natural wetlands 
processes commencing in the 1800's. Bolsa Chica has been used for a variety of 
purposes over the years, most notably for on going oil and gas production since the 
1930's. Beginning in the 1960's and continuing through the late 1980's it became 
increasingly recognized that the wetlands at Bolsa Chica were in need of major 
restoration. Initially restoration was proposed to be achieved through construction 
of a new ocean inlet in conjunction with a marina (boating facility). Starting in the 
late 1 980' s the economic feasibility of a marina came into question, as well as 
questions related to potential adverse environmental impacts of a marina. The 
County of Orange determined in 1994 that an ocean inlet with no marina could also 
achieve restoration via a comprehensive development plan. Bolsa Chica is one of 
the largest remaining coastal wetland in southern California and, while it is severely 
degraded, it nevertheless offers a unique .opportunity for dedication into public 
ownership and restoration of these degraded wetland resources in conjunction with 
a comprehensive development plan. Given these unique circumstances as well as 
the long planning history associated with Bolsa Chica, the Commission concludes 
that the proposed Land Use Plan amendment and implementing actions are 
consistent with the Coastal Act, as explained fully in these findings. 

Over the past century, Bois a Chic a has been affected by urban, recreation, and oil 
related development. Three state oil leases occur within the lowlands, which 
currently support 331 oil wells (active and inactive), related oil facilities, and 
improved and unimproved roadways. Although development has markedly changed 
Bolsa Chica, the area currently contains substantial and important natural resource 
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values. Bolsa Chica is one of the largest remaining coastal wetlands in southern 
California. 

Based on topographic features, Bolsa Chica is divided into three subareas, the Bolsa 
Chica Mesa (Mesa), the Bolsa Chica Lowlands (Lowlands) and the Huntington 
Mesa. The Lowland is approximately 1,247 acres. The Mesa is approximately 227 
acres. Huntington Mesa, the smallest subarea, is approximately 58 acres in size. 
Seven acres of the 1, 588 acre Bois a Chica LCP area occur outside the three 
subareas and consist of land occupied by Pacific Coast Highway, and a small parcel 
of land that is owned by the City of Huntington Beach on the seaward size of 
Pacific Coast Highway near the intersection of Pacific Coast Highway and Warner 
Avenue. 

Today, the Lowlands consist mostly of wetland habitat with approximately 900 
acres of wetland. Interspersed throughout the wetlands are approximately 325 
acres former wetlands that are utilized for oil production activities (roads and pads) 
and support upland habitat. Historically, the Lowlands were part of a coastal tidal 
lagoon containing expansive salt marsh habitat with connection to the ocean 
through what is now Huntington Harbour. Prior to 1825, the Santa Ana River 
periodically flowed through the lowlands. During floods in 1825, the river changed 
course and the Lowlands were left with a relict drainage pattern. The Santa Ana 
River now flows into the Pacific Ocean about six miles to the southeast at the 
border between the cities of Huntington Beach and Newport Beach. 

The movement of tidal waters into the interior of the Lowlands ended in 1899 
when the Bolsa Chica Gun Club constructed a tidal dam and the historic tidal 
entrance filled with sand. All ocean water entering Balsa Chica must now arrive 
through Anaheim Bay and Huntington Harbour. Currently, most of the lowlands do 
not receive regular tidal flushing with ocean water. Tidal flushing is currently 
limited to the State Ecological Reserve. 

The western portion of the lowlands, adjacent to Pacific Coast Highway, contains 
Inner and Outer Balsa Bay, which are part of a 306 acre ecological reserve 
managed by the Department of Fish and Game. The ecological reserve was created 
during 1977 and 1978. Adjacent to the Ecological Reserve is Rabbit Island which 
is a sand dune area. Rabbit Island was identified by the California Department of 
Fish and game as an important ESHA, and was shown to be comprised of tertiary 
sand dunes, grasslands, and Baccharis dominated scrub habitat. The dune habitat 
of Rabbit Island supports a wildlife population of birds, mammals, and reptiles. 
Further inland, the Orange County Flood Control District maintains the East Garden 
Grove-Wintersburg Channel, located in the Lowlands adjacent to the Mesa. The 
flood control channel drains into outer Bolsa Bay. The majority of the lowland area 
overlies producing zones of the Huntington Beach oil field. 
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Background 

Though human use of the site has substantially altered the natural character of 
Balsa Chica, significant wetland habitat values remain. In 1981 the California 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG) investigated the status of the Bolsa Chica 
Wetlands. The Department of Fish and Game noted that the existing wetland 
habitat is populated by a diverse assemblage of plants and animals typical of 
southern California's tidal wetlands. The study states that: ~'The 686 acres of 
non-tidal wetland are, for the most part, seasonal in nature. Winter rains inundate 
these areas annually, and produce population explosions in invertebrate forage 
animals such as brine shrimp and salt fly larvae. These invertebrates are fed upon 
by a large variety of waterfowl and shorebirds. The annual Audubon Christmas bird 
counts substantiate heavy winter use of these wetlands (listing over 80 species, 
and between 8,000 and 11,000 individuals, in the past three censuses). The 
endangered Belding's savannah sparrow is known to utilize much of the pickleweed 
dominated saltmarsh contained within the 686 acres of degraded wetland. The 
Department can document either high or moderate wetland habitat values for 
wetland-associated avifauna on at least 80% of these 686 acres." 

Notwithstanding its significant habitat values, the Department of Fish and Game 
determined, pursuant to Section 30411 that the Bolsa Chica wetland ecosystem 
comprises a severely degraded wetlands system in need of major restoration for the 
following reasons: NThe Department finds that there are 686 acres of viably 
functioning but degraded wetlands within the Bolsa Chica lowlands; 70 of these 
acres are within the State Ecological Reserve. These 686 acres of degraded 
wetlands are not severely degraded because they presently provide significant 
wildlife values and in terms of annual net productivity are extremely productive. " 
(from page 2 of the determination). 

"For purposes of Public Resources Code Section 30411 (b), the Department 
specifically finds that while the 686 acres of degraded wetlands are not severely 
degraded, the 1, 000 acre wetland system (consisting of the union of 616 acres of 
existing wetlands and 384 acres of restorable historical wetlands outside of State 
ownership) is, when viewed as a whole; so severely degraded that it is in need of 
major restoration. " (from page 2 of the determination). 

"As has been previously discussed, virtually the entire study area (1,292 acres) 
was historically wetland. This historic wetland was tidal in nature. By virtue of 
tidal influence, these 1,292 acres were populated by a highly diverse complement 
of organisms. .. . Today, these conditions are approximated only within the 166 
acres which are presently under the influence of the tides. These 166 acres are 
therefore essentially non-degraded." (from page 8 of the determination). 

"The remaining 686 acres of non-tidal wetlands have undergone a significant 
reduction in biological complexity in terms of species diversity. The critical factor 
involved in this reduction of species diversity is the loss of tidal influence within 
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these areas. Elimination of tidal influence has resulted in loss of nearly all fish and 
marine invertebrates which once inhabited these 686 acres. Less obvious, perhaps, 
is the fact that the tidal waters which once flowed over these 686 acres were a 
moderating influence which aided greatly in maintaining a much more consistent 
environment than that which presently exists. By denying tidal influence to the 
subject 686 acres, a highly dynamic physical environment has resulted. Salinities, 
temperature, and moisture all fluctuate much more widely than was the case 
historically. Consequently, only those plant and animal species which are adapted 
to cope with such a comparatively dynamic set of physical properties may be found 
within the 686 acres of non-tidal wetland. Because these 686 acres of wetland are 
currently populated by a less complex group of organisms than which previously 
existed, we find that these 686 acres are degraded wetlands pursuant to our 
definition." (from page 8 of the determination). 

"The Department finds that the greatest wetland habitat value to the greatest 
number of wetland-associated species can be attained by maximizing both the 
quality and the diversity of the wetland habitats to be provided. The Department 
further finds that additional study will be needed before a determination can be 
made as to the acreage which should be allotted to each wetland type to be 
established. However, it appears that these wetland types should consist of 
significantly expanded tidally influenced wetlands, brackish water wetlands, 
freshwater wetlands, and seasonal wetlands. Each of these wetland types should 
include both vegetated and non-vegetated areas." (from page 1 0 of the 
determination). 

The California Department of Fish and Game in a letter of December 10, 1992 
reaffirmed its prior finding that the Balsa Chica wetlands continue to provide 
significant wildlife values by stating that: " ... the Department determined that the 
wetlands at Bolsa Chica were, and still are, demonstrably valuable to fish and 
wildlife resources (most especially to migratory and resident shorebirds, waterfowl, 
and endangered birds)." The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in a letter dated April 
14, 1994 stated that: '7he wetlands of Bolsa Chica are used by tens of thousands 
of birds each year, ... ". Six endangered or threatened bird species are known to 
use, or have been reported flying over the site. These birds are the Federally listed 
California least tern, California brown pelican, light footed clapper rail, peregrine 
falcon, and the western snowy plover, and a State listed bird the Belding's 
savannah sparrow. The sparrow population is dependent upon pickleweed habitat. 
Pickleweed habitat occupies an extensive area of the lowland and includes both full 
tidal and muted tidal areas. This does not change the fact, however, that the 
Department of Fish and Game concluded that the Bolsa Chica wetlands, when 
viewed as an overall system is severely degraded. In particular, the report titled 
"Bolsa Chica 1970-1992: Status of Habitats over the Past Twenty Years" 
(MacDonald, Feldmeth, and Henrickson, October 1992) concluded: "Enhancement 
of the State Ecological Reserve (1977 to 1978), which returned tidal flushing to a 
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portion of Balsa Chica Lowland for the first time since 1899, has proved highly 
successful. Marine invertebrates and fish, previously absent from the Lowland, 
have recolonized the Reserve and use of the new muted tidal habitats by water 
associated birds has soared. Lowland habitats and wildlife interior (landward) of 
the Reserve dike have also changed, but there, available evidence strongly suggests 
continuing degradation and decline, not enhancement." {from page ii of the report). 

"Lowland aquatic habitats have changed dramatically, principally in response 
to impoundment by the State Ecological Reserve dike (1977-1978). These 
habitats have become increasingly isolated and now depend more on 
stormwater and urban runoff for their water supply, than on seawater leaking 
into the Lowland from Outer Balsa Bay, as they used to. Seasonal variations 
in the area of ponding have increased, yet the total area of permanent ponds 
has substantially declined (from approximately 96 to 40 acres). Aquatic 
salinity regimes have become both more extreme and more variable; and 
frequent algal blooms suggest declining water quality and increasing 
eutrophication. There has also been a significant decline in the overall 
predictability, from season-to-season and from year-to-year, of Lowland 
aquatic habitat water levels." {from page ii of the report). 

"These changes in physical variables have directly resulted in the extirpation of 
the two most abundant native fish species - topsmelt and California killfish -
landward of the State Ecological Reserve dike. Although both species were 
formerly numerous in these interior habitats, they htiJve been replaced by 
introduced nonnative species, Egyptian mouthbrooder and Mosquitofish, but at 
a much lower level of abundance." (from page ii of the report). 

"Several significant changes in Lowland vegetation have also been 
documented. The Eucalyptus groves bordering Balsa Chica Mesa are in sharp 
decline; and both the North Balsa flats and the open sand flat and dune 
habitats of Rabbit Island have been increasingly colonized by introduced weedy 
species and low value iceplant. . .. " (from page iii of the report) 

''Balsa Chica 's bird populations, while generally flourishing within the tidally 
enhanced State Ecological Reserve system, are doing less well across the interior 
lowlands. Impoundment of the Lowland, and consequently less stable water level, 
has reduced nest-site availability for ground nesting waterbirds and the endangered 
Belding's Savannah sparrow. . .. " (from page iii of the report) 

As cited in the EIR prepared for this LCP submittal, the existing wetlands are 
interspersed with non-wetland areas; resulting in a non-contiguous wetland 
ecosystem. The proposed major restoration would, at a minimum, result in the 
consolidation and reconfiguration of much of the existing wetland ecosystem into a 
contiguous wetland ecosystem. 
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Bolsa Chica Mesa consists primarily of non-native grasslands which have been 
subject to agricultural activities in the past. Additionally Bolsa Chica Mesa contains 
an environmentally sensitive habitat area (ESHAs) consisting of a Eucalyptus grove 
and a wetland area known as Warner Avenue pond. The Eucalyptus grove is 
located at the northwest corner of the Mesa and is approximately 7. 5 acres. The 
Eucalyptus Grove was planted in the early 1 900s. The grove is considered an 
ESHA since it provides habitat and nest sites for a variety of raptors, particularly 
red-tailed hawks. The Department of Fish and Game in their report of 
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas at Bolsa Chica (1982) notes the presence 
of eleven raptor species. Species using the grove include the white tailed kite, 
marsh hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, Cooper's hawk, and osprey. As noted in the 
above excerpt from the report "Bolsa Chica 1 970-1992 ", the Eucalyptus grove 
ESHA is in a state of significant decline. Warner Avenue Pond is approximately 1. 7 
acres and is located on the western edge of the Mesa adjacent to Warner Avenue. 
Warner Avenue Pond provides important wildlife habitat. The pond contains fish 
and is used by fish eating birds. Warner Avenue pond is used by both the 
endangered California least tern and California brown pelican. 

Huntington Mesa contains open space, which is proposed for low-intensity 
recreational use as part of the Harriett Wieder Regional Park under this Local 
Coastal Program. Generally the site can be characterized as a field with a 
vegetative cover consisting of introduced annual weeds and grasses. Birds 
inhabiting the site are primarily seed eating species and carnivores, including several 
species of hawks and a burrowing owl that feed on the small rodents and rabbits. 

Huntington Mesa has been used and is currently being used for oil production. The 
Huntington Beach Company maintains oil wells and support facilities in the 
Edward's Thumb area. Shell Onshore Ventures Incorporated (SOVI) oil processing 
and support facilities, including a helicopter pad, are located on the southwestern 
portion of the mesa adjacent to Pacific Coast Highway. Additionally, Huntington 
Mesa provides the upland drill site for o-ffshore production from State oil leases. 
Figure 1 on the following page shows the location of Bolsa Chica. Figure 2 shows 
existing property ownership at Bolsa Chica. 
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Background 

B. LOCAL HISTORY 

Throughout the 1 800s increasing human use of the surrounding area led to cattle 
ranching and sheep grazing at Balsa Chica. By the late 1 890s most of Balsa 
Chica' s marshlands had been sold and converted to agricultural use. Only the tidal 
marshes along the coastal strip remained relatively unaltered. Extensive alteration 
to the remaining coastal marshes soon followed due to the formation of hunting 
clubs and intensive oil development. 

The largest hunting club was the Bolsa Chica Gun Club which applied to the State 
in 1895 for a concession to reclaim the tidal marshes. In 1899, the Gun Club 
constructed a dam with tide gates extending from the southeast tip of the Mesa to 
the coastal sand dunes in order to reclaim the marshlands. Urbanization of the area 
began in the early 1900s. Small resort communities were established that 
eventually would become the cities of Seal Beach and Huntington Beach. 

In 1904 the Huntington Beach Oil Field was discovered. In 1925 oil was 
discovered beneath Balsa Chica. Refineries and natural gas plants were in 
operation by 1936. The Balsa Chica Lowland remained a waterfowl preserve until 
1940 when drilling rights were signed over to Signal Oil Company. 

During World War II fortifications were built on the Balsa Chica Mesa. Following 
World War II, rapid urbanization of the surrounding area had negligible additional 
impact on Balsa Chica until 1960, when the State acquired the land for Balsa Chica 
State Beach and the Wintersburg Flood Control Channel was constructed. In 
1977-1978, the State Ecological Reserve was created by diking the southwestern 
edge of the project area. 

Today, Balsa Chica remains one of the largest remaining coastal wetlands in 
southern California. The communities of Sunset Beach and Huntington Beach have 
developed up to the edge of Balsa Chica. Balsa Chica State Beach is located along 
the southwest border and provides signmcant recreational benefits. The State 
Ecological Reserve is located just inland of Pacific Coast Highway. Oil production 
on the Lowland and Huntington Mesa is being phased out as the oil reserves are 
depleted. Although development has markedly changed Balsa Chica, the area 
currently contains substantial and important natural resource values and 
recreational opportunities. 
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C. HISTORY OF LAND USE PLANNING 

PLANNING BACKGROUND: The history of land use planning for Bolsa Chica is best 
summarized as complex and controversial. From the beginning the Commission has 
recognized that the complex problems and interrelationships at Bolsa Chica required 
the area to be planned as a single integrated unit. land use planning for Bolsa 
Chica was initiated in the 1960s. In 1964, the United States Congress authorized 
the United States Army Corps of Engineers to study the feasibility of a small craft 
harbor. Additionally, in the late 1960s, the owners of the property began to 
prepare plans for a marina and a residential complex. In 1970 Signal Bolsa 
Corporation acquired the surface rights from the prior owners. Shortly after the 
acquisition of the site by Signal Bolsa, the State of California asserted ownership of 
the land based on the land's characteristics as historic tidelands subject to the 
public trust. A compromise was reached in 1973 to settle these two competing 
claims. The compromise resulted in the State of California receiving 300 acres, 
which is now managed by the Department of Fish and Game as the Bolsa Chica 
Ecological Reserve while Signal Bolsa Corporation retained title to the remainder of 
the site. 

In 1 977, the County of Orange, in response to a proposal by the City of Huntington 
Beach, completed a feasibility study for the creation of a linear regional park (now 
named Harriett Wieder Regional Park) that would connect with Huntington Central 
Park, the Ecological Reserve, and Bolsa Chica State Beach. 

To promote coordinated planning the County of Orange along with other interested 
agencies and groups formed the Bolsa Chica Study Group in 1978 .. The Bolsa 
Chica Study Group reached consensus on three main issues: 1) that the Mesa was 
suitable for development, 2) that a linear park was desirable on Huntington Mesa, 
and 3) that wetland restoration would be appropriate for the lowland. 

Between November 1 980 and December 1 981, nine alternative land use plans were 
developed by Orange County. The alternatives ranged from preservation of almost 
the entire site to intensive urban and recreational development. Ultimately, 
Alternative 1 0 was selected as the adopted plan. Alternative 1 0 consisted of: a 
navigable ocean entrance, a visitor serving marina complex with 1,800 boat slips, 
coastal orientated commercial support facilities, lodging, open space recreation on 
the lowland, 600 acres of salt marsh restoration, and 5, 700 residential units. Of 
the proposed 5,700 residential units, 2,500 were proposed to be constructed on 
335 acres of the Lowland. On January 20, 1982 the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors approved the land use plan. On April 22, 1982, the Commission found 
substantial issue with the Bolsa Chica land Use Plan as submitted and opened a 
public hearing. Additional hearings and Commission discussions took place on June 
18, 1982 and July 30, 1982. Further hearings were scheduled for November 
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1 982, but the County of Orange withdrew the land use plan prior to Commission 
Action. In December 1983, the County resubmitted the land use plan. In addition, 
SB 429 was signed into law as Section 30237 of the Coastal Act to provide for the 
development of a Habitat Conservation plan for Balsa Chica. 

On November 29, 1984 the Commission held a public hearing on the County's 
Land Use Plan and took the following actions: ( 1) approved segmentation of the 
Balsa Chica area; (2) denied the land use plan as submitted; (3) found substantial 
issue with the Habitat Conservation Plan submitted by the Coastal Conservancy 
and the Department of Fish and Game; and (4) certified the land use plan with 
modifications. As a result, the County revised the Land Use Plan to incorporate the 
main body of the suggested modifications. This plan was then recirculated for 
public review and was approved by the Orange County Board of Supervisors on 
May 22, 1985. 

CERTIFIED 1986 LAND USE PLAN: In late May 1985, the County of Orange 
resubmitted the Balsa Chica Land Use Plan to the Commission for certification. The 
Commission held the hearing on the proposed land use plan on October 23, 1985 
and approved the resubmitted land use plan with additional suggested modifications 
and contingent upon the completion of a confirmation process. The confirmation 
process has never been completed. 

In April 1995, the County of Orange submitted to the Coastal staff a document 
titled "Balsa Chica land Use Confirmation Report". This document contains a 
detailed analysis of the actions which the County believes fulfilled the 1 986 LUP 
confirmation stage requirements .. Subsequent to submitting the "Land Use Plan 
Confirmation Report", Coastal staff advised County staff that the submission did 
not satisfy requirements of the confirmation process. Based on these 
consultations, the County determined to proceed with the LUP amendment rather 
then the confirmation stage review. 

The certification of the 1 986 Land Use Plan contained two land use alternatives, 
one of which would be adopted. The first was the navigable ocean entrance 
alternative which depended on the satisfactory completion of the confirmation 
process. The other alternative was for a non-navigable entrance which would take 
effect only if the confirmation standards for the first alternative were not satisfied 
and the County .of Orange formally took action to adopt the second alternative. 
Exhibit A (containing the prior suggested modifications) of the staff report for the 
1 986 final revised findings certifying LUP contained the following: "A detailed 
analysis of the alternative plans for an ocean entrance and channel system, 
including both non-navigable and navigable options, shall be submitted for the 
Commission's review and approval at the Land Use Plan Confirmation stage prior to 
the submission of the Implementation Program. " 
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J'The analysis shall address all alternatives to determine the least environmentally 
damaging feasible alternative. The analysis shall detail the environmental and 
recreation impacts of all alternatives; describe the proposed mitigation measures; 
and detail the costs and financing for construction maintenance, and operation of 
each alternative and its associated mitigation measures. " 

#Both the Preferred Option and Secondary Alternative for the Land Use Plan as 
described herein shall be included as explicit alternative plans in the Corps of 
Engineers Svnset Harbor Study to receive complete analysis and review equal to 
any other alternative considered. " 

Subsequent to the certification of the 1986 LUP, the County proceeded with 
studies of both the Preferred Alternative marina plan and variations on the 
Secondary Alternative non·navigable ocean entrance alternative. The studies 
undertaken and the planning actions pursuant to both alternative are reviewed in 
the April 1995 County of Orange summary titled "Land Use Plan Confirmation 
Report" which was submitted to the Commission staff. None of the identified 
actions necessary for either alternative to become the adopted land use plan were 
ever completed. Principal components of the County preferred Land Use Plan 
alternatives are shown on Figure 3 and include: 

• At least 75 acres of mixed-use marina/commercial area providing boat docks 
and dry storage. Marina uses would total 60 acres. The marina would have 
1 ,300 slips (37 acres). Dry storage for 400 boats (6.5 acres). Other public 
features include: launch ramps (5 acres), marina parking (7 .5 acres), and 
ancillary marina facilities (4 acres). Ancillary marina facilities include boat 
sales, rentals, repairs, chandlery, harbor patrol, and fuel dock. 

• Visitor serving facilities included a 150 room motel, 85,000 square feet of 
specialty retail (including 3 restaurants}, four freestanding restaurants, active 
and passive recreation areas, trails to promote public access, and an option 
for including neighborhood commercial services contiguous to high density 
housing. Visitor serving commereial facilities proposed would cover 15 
acres. Also identified were coastal dependent commercial opportunities for 
commercial fishing, sport fishing, and tour boat facilities. 

• Approximately 500 gross acres of medium, high, and heavy density 
residential development in the lowland and on Balsa Chica Mesa. 

• Realignment of Pacific Coast Highway from the existing PCH/Warner Avenue 
intersection, across Outer Bois a Bay, Balsa Chica Mesa and through the 
proposed marina. 

26 



Background 

• Creation of the 1 30 acre Balsa Chica Linear Regional Park {now named 
Harriett Wieder Regional Park) on Huntington Mesa and the Lowland. The 
trails with the park would connect with Huntington Central Park, Bolsa Chica 
State Beach park, the marina/commercial complex and other regional bicycle 
and hiking trails. 

• 915 acres of restored, high quality, fully functioning full tidal, muted tidal, 
fresh and brackish water wetlands, with emphasis on diversity of habitat and 
the protection and recovery of endangered species. 

• 86 acres of existing or newly created environmentally sensitive habitat. 

• A 600 foot wide fully navigable ocean entrance to provide ocean water to 
the wetlands and recreational boating opportunities. 

• A "Cross Gap Connector" an arterial roadway through the lowland. 

In certifying the 1986 Land Use Plan, the Commission affirmed the 1981 
California Department of Fish and Games determination that the wetland system 
at Balsa Chica was severely degraded, that it was appropriate to treat Balsa 
Chica under Section 30411 of the Coastal Act since the basic goal was to 
insure comprehensive restoration of the Balsa Chica wetland system. 
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Background 

BOLSA CHICA PLANNING COALITION: Certification of the 1986 Land Use Plan, 
however, did not end the planning process. In addition to studies carried out by the 
County and the landowner in response to the land use confirmation stage 
requirements established in the 1986 LUP, the Balsa Chica Planning Coalition 
(Coalition) was formed in November of 1988 as a result of growing public concern 
over the potential adverse impacts of the marina and the navigable ocean entrance. 
The purpose of the Coalition was to develop an alternative land use plan which 
focused on maximizing restoration of the wetlands. The Coalition was composed 
of the County, the City of Huntington Beach, the California State lands 
Commission, the Amigos de Balsa Chica, and the land owner at that time (The 
Signal Bois a Corporation). In May 1 989 the Coalition adopted a conceptual land 
use plan. 

The Coalition conceptual plan deleted the marina and reduced the amount of 
residential development, substituted a non-navigable ocean entrance, increased the 
size of the wetlands to a minimum of 1,000 acres. In consultation with State and 
Federal agencies and other interested parties; the Coastal Conservancy prepared six 
alternatives for wetland restoration in 1990, three of which included lowland 
development and three of which involved no lowland development. The three sets 
of alternatives embodied a navigable ocean entrance, a non-navigable direct ocean 
entrance and a Huntington Harbour tidal option. The Coalition accepted alternative 
3(b) as the least environmentally damaging feasible alternative capable of restoring 
the wetlands. This alternative provided for a 1,081 acre wetland ecosystem 
encompassing full and muted tidal areas, seasonal and perennial ponds, ESHA's and 
buffers. 

The Coalition plan was a concept plan and was never submitted to the Commission 
for certification. Commission staff did brief the Commission on the plan and 
attended the Coalition meetings. From the viewpoint of the County, the Coalition's 
plan and the 1 990 Coastal Conservancy wetlands restoration alternatives built upon 
the Secondary Alternative of the certified 1 986 LUP and became the basis for the 
County's 1995 Balsa Chica LCP submittal to the Coastal Commission. 

7 • 

D. DESCRIPTION OF PRESENTLY SUBMITTED LOCAL 
COASTAL PROGRAM LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

The County of Orange has submitted to the Commission a proposed Local Coastal 
program for Bolsa Chica. The submittal consists of an amendment to the 
Commission certified Land Use Plan of 1 986 and an Implementation Program {titled 
"Implementing Actions Programs" by the County of Orange). The proposed 
amendment to the Land Use Plan would totally replace the 1986 Land Use Plan. 
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The Implementation Program is a new submittal. The Implementation Program 
consists of a variety of documents. Principal documents include the Planned 
Community Program, the Wetlands Restoration Program, a Development 
Agreement, and Section 7-9 of the Orange County Zoning Code. 

The proposed Local Coastal Program is in support of planned residential 
development at Balsa Chica. The developer proposes to construct 3,300 homes, 
build associated infrastructure, and undertake wetland restoration at Balsa Chica 
which includes a non-navigable ocean entrance. The proposed residential 
development would result in the construction of 2,400 homes on the mesa. The 
remaining 900 homes would be constructed on the Lowlands and would require 
filling of approximately 1 04 to 1 20 acres of wetland depending on the wetland 
delineation methodology used. 

A mix of residential densities is proposed with a variety of product types, including 
single family detached homes and multiple family attached homes. The residential 
mix is proposed in two density categories: (1) Medium-Low Density Residential {6.5 
to 12.5 dwelling units per acre) and (2) Medium-High Density Residential (12.5 to 
18.0 dwelling units per acre). In addition, a ten {10) acre Neighborhood 
Commercial area has been proposed for possible development on the Balsa Chica 
Mesa depending on the feasibility of such a development. It is anticipated that the 
site would accommodate up to 1 00,000 square feet of neighborhood commercial 
development, if constructed. 

Infrastructure improvements associated with the project would include the creation 
of an internal road system, utilities, an area traffic improvement plan (A TIP), 
improvements to the Wintersburg Flood Control Channel, a water storage reservoir, 
and a fire station. The non-navigable ocean entrance would be 250 wide with 480 
foot long jetties. 

Recreation and open space improvements associated with the development include 
a 17 acre Mesa Community Park, an 8 acre Lowland Community Park, 290 free 
public parking spaces, the conveyance of- 49 acres of land to the County for the 
Harriett Wieder Regional Park, a Kayak/Canoe interpretive facility, nature trails (2.1 
miles), and bike and pedestrian trails (8.8 miles). 

The proposed project would leave 1 ,098 acres consisting of wetlands, ESHA, and 
buffers designated for Conservation and subject to the Wetlands Restoration 
Program. Additionally, new wetlands will be created within the buffer areas but are 
not counted as part of the restored wetlands system. Twenty acres of ESHA will 
be created within Harriet Wieder Regional Park to mitigate for loss of the 
Eucalyptus grove ESHA. The wetland ecosystem area will be comprised of four 
different hydrologic regimes; ranging from full and muted tidal areas, to perennial 
and seasonal ponds. The resulting wetland ecosystem is anticipated to total a 
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minimum of 1, 1 00 acres. The developer proposes to finance the restoration effort 
through the collection of approximately $48AOO,OOO derived from the sale of 
residential units constructed. Part of the $48,400,000 obligation will be realized 
through a $7,000,000 "Mesa Conservation Fund" derived from the sale of 
residential units located on the Mesa. The remainder ( $41 ,400,000) would be 
funded through Lowland residential development. Specific features of the Wetlands 
Restoration Program, as submitted, include: 

• Eighty-five acres of ESHA consisting of: 
a. the Rabbit Island ESHA, 
b. the sand dune ESHA adjacent to the Pacific Coast Highway, 
c. the replacement of the eucalyptus grove along the Balsa Chica Mesa 

with a recreated ESHA consisting of twenty acres of native trees and 
shrubs on the Huntington Mesa; and 

d. Warner Avenue Pond (Although Warner Avenue Pond is a wetland). 

• Dedication of the undeveloped portion of the Lowland designated for 
wetlands restoration and conservation to a public agency or conservation 
trust. The Offer to Dedicate will be granted by the landowner upon the 
issuance of Section 404 Permits from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

• Residential development areas would be separated from habitat areas by 
publicly owned 1 00 foot wide buffer areas. Buffer acreage is included 
within the 1 098 acres designated for wetland, as is ESHA. 

• Removal of existing oil production related infrastructure as oil production is 
phased out through natural depletion. Anticipate to take approximately 22 
years. 

• Grading of the Lowland area to construct berms, drainage facilities, and 
basins for the new wetland and upland areas, in accordance with the 
Wetlands Restoration Plan's phgsing program. Approximately 66% of the 
degraded wetland system will b·e· restored under Phases 1 and 2 of the 
Wetland Restoration Program. 

• Developer will monitor, maintain, and undertake required remedial actions in 
the wetland ecosystem to guarantee the success of the restoration effort. 

• Should Lowland residential development not occur, the developer will 
dedicate 88.7 acres of the Lowland and fund wetland restoration of 
Restoration Area 1 C through the Mesa Conservation Fund. 
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Table 1 on the next page is a summary of the proposed land use designations. 
Figure 4 on the page following Table 1 is a graphic of the proposed land use. A 
graphic depicting the wetland restoration plan appears as Figure 10. 
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TABLE 1 

LAND USE SUMMARY 
Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan 

LAND USE CATEGORY PLANNING AREA 

CQNSEB.V ATIQN; 

c Existing Ecological Reserve lA, 18, lC 

c Central Lowland lD 

TOTAL CONSERVATION --

B.ECREA TIQN; 
R Bolsa Chica Regional Park 2A, 28 

R Mesa Community Park 3A, 38 

R Beach Entry 3C 

R Lowland Community Park 3D 

R Trail (Boardwalk) 3E 

TOTAL RECREATION --

~UBLIC EACILIT:Y; 
PF EGGW Flood Control Channel 4A 

PF Water Storage Reservoir 48 

PF Fire Station 4C 

TOTAL PUBLIC FACILITIES --

B.ESIUEI'SIIAL 
80LSA CHICA MESA: 

ML Medium Low (6.5 12.5 DU/Ac.)<al 5, 7, 9 

MH Medium High ( 12.5 - 18 DU/ Ac.)<al 6fbi, 8 

NORTHEAST LOWLAND: 

L Low Density (3.5- 6.5 DUlAc.) 10, II 

TOTAL RESIDENTIAL1
c --

PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY --
GRAND TOTAL ALL 

GROSS ACRES 

307 

791 

1,098 Acres 

57 

17 

4 

8 
1 

87 Acres 

6 
2 
1 

9 Acres 

144 

71 

176 

391 Acres' 

3 Acres 

1,588 Acres 

••• Categories of r~sidential density are based upon gross acres. including roads. cnmmon r~creation facilities. slopes. and landscape 
areas. 

'"' Neighborhood Comm<.:rcial fadlities. nm to exceed 10 acres. may be inclUlkd within Medium High Density Residential Planning Area 
6. consistent with Chapter 5 of the Bo!sa Chica Planned Community Program. Zoning Code Section 7-9-89, and the Orange Cl)unl)' 
G.:neral Plan. 

t<) Th.: maximum total number of dwelling units for the Bnlsa Chica LCP Land Use Plan shall be 3,300. 
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•. Public Participation 

V. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The County of Orange held eight public hearings. Seven of the hearings were held 
before the Planning Commission. The eighth hearing was held before the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors. The hearings were for both the proposed Balsa Chica 
Local Coastal program and EIR No. 551 on the proposed development. The public 
review period for the Revised Draft EIR (August 22, 1994) was for 45 days and ran 
from August 23, 1994 to October 6, 1994. Comments received from the public on 
the Revised EIR No. 551 and the responses from the County of Orange are 
contained in the Final version of Revised EIR No. 551. The public comment period 
on the proposed LCP was for 45 days and ran from September 30, 1994 to 
November 14, 1994. Listed below in Table 2 are the hearing dates for both the 
Local Coastal Program and the EIR. 

• September 21, 1 994 (historical background and overview) 
• September 28, 1994 (public comments on the LCP and EIR) 
• October 1 2, 1 994 (wetland restoration) 
• October 24, 1 994 (tidal inlet and transportation) 
• November 9, 1994 (schools and archaeology) · 
• November 21, 1 994 (all EIR issues) 
• · November 30, 1994 (EIR certification and LCP approval) 

• December 14, 1994 

Numerous comments were received from the public during both the EIR and LCP 
public comment periods. Comments received were highly divergent and varied 
from those highly in favor of the project to those adamantly opposed. The public 
comments received are summarized below. 
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Those in SUPPORT of the proposed development expressed the following: 
• Restoration of the wetlands would occur at no cost to the public. 
• Economic growth through job creation from construction and tourism. 
• Improved housing. 
• Improved parks and recreational opportunities. 
• Balances economic growth and environmental protection. 
• The non-navigable ocean entrance would provide the ocean water 

necessary to restore historical tidal action and to ensure wetland 
restoration. 

Those OPPOSED to the proposed development expressed the following: 
• Not consistent with Federal and State policies advocating no net loss of 

wetlands and prohibitions on the fill of wetlands for residential 
development. 

• Loss of open space that should be preserved as natural habitat instead of 
urban development. Development of the site would destroy the integrity 
of the ecosystem and would adversely alter the distribution and diversity 
of the affected species. Additionally the introduction of household pets 
would have an adverse impact on the remaining wildlife. 

• The biological analysis and proposed mitigation measures are inadequate. 
• Tidal inlet would pose a health hazard by allowing contamination from the 

flood control channel to affect Balsa Chica State Beach. 
• Development would result in the destruction of significant cultural 

resources, such as cogstones and human remains, which have been 
discovered on the site. 

• The site has significant geohazards since the Newport-Inglewood fault 
extends through the site and the site is near sea level. Potential 
geohazards include: flooding, liquefaction, and seismic activity. 

• Lack of adequate infrastructure. This includes: vehicular overloading of 
Pacific Coast Highway, possible congestion on other existing roads, lack 
of schools, and lack. of public libraries. 

• Alternatives exist which are environmentally superior and accomplish the 
same project objectives. Theie alternatives include a land swap, 
acquisition of the lowlands, establishing a mitigation bank for the 
lowlands. 

Additionally two hearings were held on the Development Agreement. One hearing 
on the Development Agreement was with the Planning Commission on March 22, 
1995. The public was notified of this hearing on March 1 1, 1995. The other was 
with the Orange County Board of Supervisors on April 18, 1995. The public was 
notified of this hearing on April 7, 1995. 
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VI. LAND USE PLAN SUGGESTED MODIFICATIONS 

Suggested Modifications: The Commission certifies the following, with 
modifications as shown. language proposed by Orange County is shown in 
straight type. language recommended by the Commission for deletion is shown in 
line out. language proposed to be inserted by the Commission is shown in 
boldface italics. 

The addition of new policies or the deletion of proposed policies to the County's 
local Coastal Program submittal will result in the renumbering of subsequent 
policies. Policies which must be simply renumbered and do not otherwise require 
any modifications are not be shown. The County of Orange has modified the policy 
numbers for the applicable policies. To assist the reader, after each suggested 
modification, the Commission has referenced the applicable County land Use Plan 
Policy number. In cases were policy numbers have changed both the new and old 
policy number have been shown. Below are the suggested modifications. 

A. RESOURCE RESTORATION AND CONSERVATION COMPONENTS 

CHAPTER 3 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

1. WETLANDS/BIOLOGICAL RESOURCE POLICIES 

Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas !ESHAs) Policies 

1. The Wetlands Restoration Program shall provide for the planting of a minimum 
20-acre native tree and shrub ESHA along the Huntington Mesa to 
compensate for the loss of raptor habitat provided by a eucalyptus grove on 
the Balsa Chica Mesa. 

Prior to issuance of the first Coastal Development Permit that results in the 
elimination of the Eucalyptus grove, the twenty (20) acres native tree and 
shrub ESHA shall be implemented. . The mitigation plan shall be prepared in 
coordination with the Department of Fish and Game prior to implementation. 
Roosting poles and nesting boxes may be used during the initial 
implementation period to augment tree plantings. The roosting poles and 
nesting boxes are only an interim measure to mitigate short-term habitat loss 
until the ESHA becomes fully functioning. 

Maintenance of the replacement ESHA shall be guaranteed by the Master 
Developer for a period of five years after initial implementation. At the end 
of the five year maintenance period, the mitigation shall be evaluated by the 
County Arborist, in consultation with the Department of Fish and Game, to 
determine if the native tree and shrub ESHA is fully functioning. 
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Should the ESHA not be fully functioning, an LCP amendment in the form of 
a of a remediation plan shall be required. For purposes of this policy, the 
ESHA shall be considered fully functioning as a raptor habitat when the 
number and size of trees planted have reached an 80% survival rate and the 
native trees and shrubs cover at least 16 acres of the planned 20 acres. 
(County Policy 3.1.2.5) 

2. COASTAL/MARINE RESOURCES POLICIES 

General Marine Policies 

2. Marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, and where feasible, 
restored. Special protection shall be given to areas and species of special 
biological or economic significance. Uses of the marine environment shall be 
carried out in a manner that will sustain the biological productivity of coastal 
waters and that will maintain healthy populations of all species of marine 
organisms adequate for long-term commercial, recreational, scientific, and 
educational purposes. (Now County Policy 3.2.2.13) 

3. Revetments, breakwaters, groins, harbor channels, seawalls, cliff retaining 
walls, and other such construction that alters natural shoreline processes 
shall be permitted when required to serve coastal-dependent uses or to 
protect existing structures or public beaches in danger from erosion, and 
when designed to eliminate or mitigate adverse impacts on local shoreline 
sand supply. (Now County Policy 3.2.2.14) 

Tidal Inlet and Hydrology Policies 

4. The Tidal Inlet and the hydraulic regimes for the Wetlands Ecosystem Areas 
shall be designed to: 

d. mitigate, to the e>Etent feasible, any adverse impacts on upcoast and 
downcoast beaches to a level of insignificance. 
(County Policy 3.2.2.1) 
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A maintenance and monitoring program shall be a condition of project 
approval for the Coastal Development Permit, directly authorizing 
construction of the Tidal Inlet (any project proposed in the Commission's 
area of original permit jurisdiction shall require a Coastal Development Permit 
from the Commission) and shall: 

a. provide for the removal of accumulated sediment f.A. from the Tidal 
Inlet and Full Tidal areas of the wetlands with disposal of all beach 
quality sediment on the beach areas adjacent to the Tidal Inlet; 

b. fully compensate mitigate for the increased operation and maintenance 
costs for the Tidal Inlet that otherwise would accrue to the County or 
other managing agency-approved organization; aA4 

c. determine specific responsibilities for operation, maintenance and 
liability for the Tidal Inlet and related mitigations-:-; 

d. provide for the long term successive operation of all water control and 
conveyance structures required as part of the Wetlands Restoration 
Program; 

e. monitor shoreline change to identify areas of sand loss caused by the 
Tidal Inlet, separate from that presently occurring along Huntington 
Cliffs, to determine the best locations for deposition of material 
removed from the Tidal Inlet and Full Tidal areas. 

A minimum. of six monitoring locations shall be established and used to 
determine effects to the shoreline from the Tidal Inlet. Monitoring 
locations shall be established at locations 500 yards and 1,500 yards 
north of the proposed Tidal Inlet, 500 yards south of the Tidal Inlet, 
and at existing U.S. Army Corps of Engineers survey stations 
307+88, 367+85 and 427+ 74. ·If the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers continues to undertake shoreline surveys at stations 
247 + 88 and 502 + 87, data from these survey locations shall be 
analyzed along with the data from the six previously identified survey 
locations. Locations of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers profile sites 
are specified in the Coast of California Storm and Tidal Wave Study, 
Orange County Region. 

Within one year prior to the beginning of construction of the Tidal 
Inlet, all six survey locations shall be monitored, with profiles 
extending from a stable back beach location (or a U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers established baseline) seaward to -30 feet mean lower low 
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water (MLL W). Monitoring at these six locations shall continue 
annually for at least five years following completion of the Tidal Inlet. 

Annual surveys can be undertaken at profiles to -30 feet MLL W. 
Every other year, wading surveys to approximately -6 MLL W can be 
substituted for the profiles to -30 feet MLL W. The wading surveys 
shall be along the same profile lines as the profiles to -30 feet MLL W 
and shall occur during the same season. If U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers continues to undertake biennial profiles to -30 feet MLL W, 
this monitoring effort shall undertake profiles to -30 feet MLL W 
concurrently with those of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

After a minimum of five years of post-construction survey data has 
been acquired and analyzed, the monitoring program can be 
reexamined. If a detectable and regular pattern of shoreline change 
from the inlet is identified from this assessment, the monitoring 
program can be completed. If no regular shoreline pattern is detected, 
monitoring shall either continue or be modified in frequency and spatial 
extent depending on the results of the data analysis. Monitoring, 
however, shall not be required to extend for more than ten (10) years 
from the date of inlet completion. 

Any modifications to the monitoring program must be based on 
monitoring data and must be approved either as a Coastal 
Development Permit amendment or a new Coastal Development 
Permit. Should proposed revisions to the monitoring program not be 
consistent with the monitoring guidelines of this policy, a minor LCP 
amendment shall be certified by the Commission before the revisions 
can become effective; and 

f. establish a program of beach sand replenishment to mitigate beach 
and shoreline sand supply lost through Tidal Inlet construction and any 
subsequent erosion attributable to the Tidal Inlet. 
(County Policy 3.2.2.2) 

Water Qyality Management Policies 

6. The biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams, 
wetlands, estuaries, and lakes appropriate to maintain optimum populations 
of marine organisms and for the protection of human health shall be 
maintained and, where feasible, restored through, among other means, 
minimizing adverse effects of waste water discharges and entrainment, 
controlling runoff, preventing depletion of ground water supplies and 
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substantial interference with surface water flow, encouraging waste water 
reclamation, maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas that protect riparian 
habitats, and minimizing alteration of natural streams. 
(Now County Policy 3.2.2.9) 

7. Sediment basins (e.g., debris basins and/or silt traps) shall be installed in 
conjunction with all initial grading operations, and shall be maintained 
throughout the development/construction process their intended lifetimes to 
remove sediment from surface runoff. (County Policy 3.2.2.6) 

8. Turbidity barriers shall be used during construction of Full Tidal Areas to limit 
the impacts of turbidity on ocean waters. A barrier may shall be used as 
required., if feasible, in the vicinity of the Tidal Inlet during its construction to 
limit turbidity in the sea. {County Policy 3.2.2.8) 

9. Protection against the spillage of crude oil, gas, petroleum products, or 
hazardous substances shall be provided by the oil field operators in relation 
to any development or transportation of such materials. Effective 
containment and cleanup facilities and procedures shall be provided for 
accidental spills that do occur. (Now County Policy 3.2.2.1 0) 

3. PHYSICAL RESOURCES POLICIES 

10. Structures for human occupancy, which are located in areas of liquefiable 
soils, shall conform with all design mitigations required by the County of 
Orange to minimize risk to life and property. Where appropriate, mitigation 
should include foundation designs and measures to increase the resistance of 
the underlying soils to liquefaction. (County Policy 3.3.2.1) 

11. In accordance with California's A!quist-Priolo Special Studies Zone Act, all 
development within Balsa Chica shall be consistent with the site planning 
and engineering guidelines and real estate disclosure requirements for the 
Earthquake Hazard Special Study Zones established for the Newport
Inglewood fault zone that traverses Balsa Chica. (County Policy 3.3.2.2) 

1 2. The 25- to 60-foot-high northeast-facing bluff below the Huntington Mesa 
shall be preserved and restored as set forth in Policy 13 of this Land Use 
Plan's Public Access and Visitor Serving Recreation Component. the County 
adopted General Development Plan/Resource Management Plan for Harriett 
'Nieder Regional Park. This shall include the ESHA restoration set forth in 
the Wetlands Restoration Program. Any areas requiring remedial grading or 
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slope stabilization shall be recontoured and revegetated with native plant 
material to restore the natural landform appearance. (County Policy 3.3.2. 7) 

13. The coastal bluff facing Outer Bolsa Bay and the steep bluff below the 
Huntington Mesa shall both be protected from human intrusion. Where 
bluff-top trails are permitted, they will be set back from the edge of the bluff 
and planted and signed to discourage pedestrians from leaving the trails. 
(County Policy 3.3.2.8) 

14. Pursuant to the County adopted Resource Management Plan for ~arriett 
\AJieder Regional Park, a 1 0 to A 1 00-foot-wide ESHA/wetlands buffer zone 
shall be designated the length of tRe Harriett Wieder Regional Park f**"k- and 
provide separation between the park's equestrian trail on the Mesa and the 
ESHAs along the bluff and the Seasonal and Perennial Pond areas below. 
Exception to the 1 00-foot-wide buffer shall be allowed where the park 
property is too narrow to accommodate a buffer of this width. Pursuant to a 
Coastal Development Permit for park development, a buffer of less than 100 
feet in width and/or the placement of the equestrian trail within the buffer, 
may be allowed. The Resource Management Plan for Harriett Wieder 
Regional Park shall incorporate and implement this policy. 
(County Policy 3.3.2.9) 

15. Development shall be sited and designed to minimize the alteration of natural 
land forms and shall not require the construction of protective devices that 
would substantially alter natura/landforms except for the initial mass 
grading. Grading of the bluff face shall not be allowed beyond that 
necessary to lower the bluff as proposed in the initial mass grading and to 
allow construction of a public bicycle/pedestrian trail on the bluff face on the 
south end of the So/sa Chica Mesa. Bluff stabilization shall be allowed if the 
unstable bluff possess a public safety risk, if bluff stabilization is designed to 
minimize land form alterations, and if the bluff is restored to a natural 
appearance through landscaping consisting of native, drought-tolerant 
vegetation. (Now County Policy=3.2.2.11) 

4. CULTURAL RESOURCES POLICIES 

1 6. An archaeological research design for Bolsa Chica shall be completed prior to 
approval of the first Coastal Development Permit for land use development 
and submitted along with the first Master Coastal Development Permit 
application for land use development within any planning areas as required by 
the Planned Community Program. The research design shall: 
(County Policy 3.4.2.3) 
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17. A County·certified paleontological field observer, working under the direction 
of a County-certified paleontologist, shall monitor all grading operations on 
the Balsa Chica Mesa and Huntington Mesa. If grading operations uncover 
significant paleontological resources, the field observer shall divert equipment 
to avoid destruction of significant resources until a determination can be 
made as to the significance of the paleontological resources. If found to be 
significant, the site(s} shall be tested and preserved until a recovery plan is 
completed to assure the protection of the paleontological resources. 
(County Policy 3.4.2.5) 

5. VISUAL AND SCENIC RESOURCES POLICIES 

18. The scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and 
protected as a resource of public importance. Permitted development shall 
be sited and designed to protect views to and along the ocean and scenic 
coastal areas, to minimize the alteration of natural/and forms, to be visually 
compatible with the character of surrounding areas, and, where feasible, to 
restore and enhance visual quality in visually degraded areas. New 
development in highly scenic areas shall be subordinate to the character of 
its setting. The purpose of this policy is to protect Existing existing views of 
the coast from public areas. shall be preserved. (County Policy 3.5.2. 1) 

19. To the e><tent feasible, continuous public Public viewing opportunities shall 
be provided from all trails within Balsa Chica, including: 
(County Policy 3.5.2.4) 

20. The existing State Ecological Reserve overlook and exhibit area at the 
southerly corner of the Bolsa Chica Mesa shall be replaced with a new facility 
designed in consultation with the California Department of Fish and Game, 
State Coastal Conservancy, and tne Amigos de Balsa Chica. 
(County Policy 3.5.2. 7) 

21. The two (2) existing State Ecological Reserve parking areas and scenic 
overlooks {one along Pacific Coast Highway across from the State Beach and 
the other near the intersection of Pacific Coast Highway and Warner Avenue) 
shall be improved in consultation with the California Department of Fish and 
Game, State Coastal Conservancy, and the Amigos de Balsa Chica. 
(County Policy 3.5.2.8) 

22. To create a visually cohesive backdrop for the Wetlands Ecosystem Area, 
landscaping within development areas of Balsa Chica shall predominantly 
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utilize trees used in the regional and local parks, and in the Buffers. 
Landscaping in buffer areas shall consist of native drought tolerant plants. 
{County Policy 3.5.2.9) 

23. The planting of trees within l=larriett \11/ieder ~egional Park shall be eonsistent 
with provisions of the County adopted General Development Plan (i.e., the 
Landscape Character Plan 'lv'hich defines tree plantings of appropriate heights 
and densities) and Resouree Management Plan (i.e., the Visual Resources 
Seetion), in partieular to protest views from existing and planned adjacent 
residences toward the VVetlands Ecosystem Area and Paeific Ocean, and to 
ensure a landscape maintenance program which utilizes tree trimming to 
maintain vie\•ls. (County Policy 3. 5.2. 13) 

24. The Planned Community Program shall limit and regulate signage within all 
Recreation, Public Facility, and Conservation Planning Areas so that it is only 
a minor visual element essential for public safety, welfare, afl-d-convenience, 
and to inform thepublic of the availability of the public recreational 
amenities. Signage shall be of a consistent coastal theme. 
(Now County Policy 3.2.2.13 was County Policy 3.5.2. 14) 

B. PUBLIC ACCESS/VISITOR SERVING RECREATION COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 4 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

COMPREHENSIVE POLICIES 

25. Public coastal access and recreational opportunities, including opportunities 
for wetlands observation and passive recreation such as picnicking, shall be 
established within new recreation and visitor-serving facilities. Recreational 
facilities and uses shall be located and designed in such a manner that there 
will be no adverse impacts to we!lflnd or ESHA resources. 
(County Policy 4.2.1) 

26. Adequate public parking shall be distributed throughout the Bolsa Chica LCP 
area in a manner which encourages public use of the various recreational 
facilities. (Now County Policy 4.2.3) 

2 7. Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities shall be protected, encouraged, 
and where feasible, provided. Developments providing public recreational 
opportunities are preferred. (Now County Policy 4.2.4) 

46 



28. 

Land Use Plan Modifications 

A comprehensive signage program for all public access/visitor serving 
recreation facilities shall be provided and implemented with the construction 
of these facilities and shall inform the public of the availability of, and 
provided direction to, the on-site recreation amenities of the So/sa Chica LCP 
area. (Now County Policy 4.2.5) 

TRAILS POLICIES 

29. A comprehensive network of bicycle and pedestrian trails shall be provided 
for public access. This network shall link Huntington Central Park, Harriett 
Wieder Regional Park, Balsa Chica Wetlands Ecosystem Area, Balsa Chica 
State Beach, -aM Balsa Chica State Ecological Reserve, and the So/sa Chica 
Mesa bluff trail to surrounding residential, recreation, and public parking 
areas. It shall include an elevated boardwalk {i.e., Lowland Trail Corridor) 
through the Seasonal Ponds, connecting Harriett Wieder Regional Park with 
the Northeast Lowland provided such a trail is found to be consistent with 
wetlands restoration. (Now County Policy 4.2.6 was County Policy 4.2.3) 

30. Opportunities for wetlands observation shall be provided by overlooks 
provided along public trails in Buffers between the residential areas and the 
restored wetlands. Consistent with Policies 8 and 9 of the 
Wetlands/Biological Resources Component, limited access interpretive trails 
shall be provided along berms within the Wetlands Ecosystem Area. Public 
use of such trails shall be controlled to protect wildlife and habitat values. 
the remaining trails shall not be limited. 
(Now County Policy 4.2. 7 was County Policy 4.2.4) 

PUBLIC PARKING AND STAGING AREA POLICIES 

31. +fle Harriett Wieder Regional Park, local parks, and other visitor-serving 
recreation facilities shall include appropriate adequate on- and off-street 
public parking and bicycle racks. 
(Now County Policy 4.2.1 0 was County Policy 4.2. 7) 

HARRIETT WIEDER REGIONAL PARK POLICIES 

32. The approximately 49 acres of land owned by the Landowner/Master 
Developer on the Huntington Mesa, shall be irrevocably dedicated to the 
County of Orange for inclusion within the proposed 1 06-acre Harriett Wieder 
Regional Park upon final certification of the LGP prior to issuance of the first 
Master Coastal Development Permit for the Balsa Chica Mesa. 
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(Now County Policy 4.2.13 was County Policy 4.2.1 0) 

33. Harriett Wieder Regional Park, as described in the County approved General 
Do'le,opment Plan and Resoureo Management Plan, shall provide a variety of 
interpretive and recreational opportunities for the public. Interpretive areas 
which emphasize the ecology and history of Bolsa Chica shall be the focal 
point of Regional Park facilities. 
(Now County Policy 4.2.14 was County Policy 4.2.11) 

34. The Harriott Wieder (formerly Balsa Chico) Regional Pari< General 
Development Plan and Resource Management Plan is incorporated b'; 
reference in the LGP, and may be updated by the County of Orange 
consistent '.vith the Balsa Ghiea LUP polieies. Harriett Wieder (formerly Bolsa 
Chica) Regional Park shall be devoted to open space/park use. Development 
shall minimize thE! alteration of land forms, be landscaped in a manner 
compatible with the adjacent wetlands and ESHAs, and provide adequate 
off-street public parking. Any General Development Plan and Resource 
Management Plan prepared for the regional park shall be in conformance with 
the land resources protection policies (i.e. wetlands and ESHA, 
archaeological resources, landform alteration) and the public access policies 
(i.e. public parking) of the Coastal Act. The General Development Plan and 
Resource Management Plan may be incorporated into this Bolsa Chica LUP 
only through an LCP amendment certified by the Coastal Commission. 
(Now County Policy 4.2. 1 6 was County Policy 4.2. 13 

INTERPRETIVE KAYAK/CANOE fACILITY I?OLJCIES 

35. A small boat dock, small quiet 'A'ater S\"limming beaeh, and related facilities 
shall be provided at an appropriate location within the Reereation and/or 
Conservation Planning Areas of the Balsa Chica Planned Community to 
facilitate a ranger-managed interpretive kayak/canoe program of the wetlands 
for the general public provided issues of public safety due to water velocities 
in the vicinity of the ocean inlet can be resolved. Interpretive kayaks/canoes 
shall be restricted to the Full Tidal Area under the jurisdiction of Orange 
County or other managing agency. 
(Now County Policy 4.2.17 was County Policy 4.2.14) 
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60LSA CHICA STATE BEACH POLICIES 

36. All recreation and circulation planning for the Tidal Inlet area of Bolsa Chica 
State Beach shall be done in coordination with the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation, the California Department of Transportation, and the 
City of Huntington Beach. 
(Now County Policy 4.2.20 was County Policy 4.2. 17) 

3 7. Only the portion of Balsa Chica State Beach affected by the Tidal Inlet is 
addressed by this LCP. The California Department of Parks and Recreation 
may prepare a separate "Public Works Plan" (or other LUP/IAP 
documentation) for any and all portions of Bolsa Chica State Beach, and this 
State plan may be certified b'r the Coastal Commission '<Nithout amending 
this LCP. (Now County Policy 4.2.21 was County Policy 4.2.18) 

38. Any displacement of coastal dune habitat areas due to the construction of 
the Tidal Inlet or associated structures shall be fully mitigated. 
(Now County Policy 4.2.22) 

l.,OCAL PUBLIC PARKS POLICIES 

39. The Landowner/Master Developer shall prepare a Local Park Implementation 
Plan (LPIP) so as to fully satisfy the County's Local Park Code. 

At a minimum, the LPIP shall require that: (1} the Balsa Chica Mesa 
Community Park area at Warner Avenue be no less than 11 (eleven) acres in 
size and be developed as an active park; and (2) the portion of the Balsa 
Chica Mesa Community Park located at the southwesterly edge of the Mesa 
shall be no less than 6 (six) acres in size and be developed as a passive park. 
Public parking for the six acre portion of the community park may be 
provided along the Mesa Connec~or roadway. Adequate public parking, shall 
be provided off-street for the active community park area. Signage visible 
from Warner Avenue shall be provided to direct the public to the on- and 
off-street parking areas. 
(Now County Policy 4.2.23 was County Policy 4.2.19) 

40. All local public parks required by the LPIP shall be irrevocably offered for 
dedication to the County of Orange as a condition of subdivision approvals, 
in accordance with the County's Local Park Code. All local parks shall be 
improved by the Landowner/Master Developer or the subsequent developer. 
(Now County Policy 4.2.24 was County Policy 4.2.20) 
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C. REGIONAL CIRCULATION AND TRANSPORTATION COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 5 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

REGIONAL CIRCULATION POLICIES 

41 . An Area Traffic Improvement Program (A TIP} shall be created and include the 
following elements: 

d. a traffic improvement phasing plan which ensures that road 
improvements are phased in conjunction with residential and 
commercial development. (County Policy 5.2.1) 

ATIP fiNANCING POLICIES 

42. An A TIP funding program for those all Full Construction and Fair-Share 
Partit;ipation A TIP improvements shall be submitted with the Coastal 
Development Permit application for approval of the first tentative tract map, 
except a map for financing and conveyance purposes. phases in eluded within 
a subdivision shall be established at the time of tentative map approval. The 
funding program shall be satisfactory to the Director/EMA. 
{County Policy 5.2. 7) 

43. Security for all "Full Construction" A TIP improvements within an A TIP phase 
shall be provided before the issuanoe of the first building a required condition 
of approval of the first Coastal Development Permit for a residential unit 
within that phase. Security may consist of a bond, letter of credit, or 
establishment of a funding mechanism such as an assessment district or 
community facilities district. Security shall be provided prior to issuance of 
the first building permit for residential development. 
(County Policy 5.2.8) 

44. If not inoluded '#lithin a finanoing distriot, a fee program to fund the "Fair 
Share Participation" ATIP improvements .. -.·ithin an ATIP phase shall be 
established at the time of the approval of the first tentative traet map 
ineluding units within that ATIP phase. Fees for residential units within an 
A TIP phase shall be fTtade established before recordation of the final map 
which includes the residential unit. Payment of the fee shall be a special 
condition of approval of the first Coastal Development Permit for residential 
development within that A TIP phase which must be met prior to issuance of 
the building permit. (County Policy 5.2.9) 

50 

.... 

.. 



.... 
Land Use Plan Modifications 

45. An advisory committee will be established to monitor the implementation of 
A TIP. The County of Orange will be the lead agency and committee 
members will include representatives of the cities of Huntington Beach, 
Fountain Valley, Seal Beach, and Westminster along with representatives 
from, Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTAl and the t 

Landowner/Master Developer. Non-participation or lack of cooperation by 
public agency members in implementing A TIP improvements shall not result 
in the County withholding development approvals. 

Modifications to the A TIP phasing program within the Coastal Zone shall 
require an amendment to the Bolsa Chica LCP certified by the Commission. 
Modifications to the A TIP phasing program outside of the Coastal Zone shall 
not require an amendment to the Balsa Chica LCP provided that findings are 
made by the County that the revision to the A TIP phasing plan will not 
adversely affect coastal access and that the revisions still mitigate adverse 
traffic impacts in the Coastal Zone resulting from buildout of the Bolsa Chica 
development. (County Policy 5.2.1 0) 

ATIP PHASING POLICIES 

46. ATIP shall be phased as described iA Table 6.1 . A detailed phasing plan shall 
be submitted to the Director of EMA at the time of submittal of the Coastal 
Development Permit application for the approval of the first tentative tract 
map, except a map for financing and conveyance purposes. prior to 
reeardatioR of a fiAal map far resideAtial developmeAt. Detailed phasing 
plans shall be developed in accordance with the County Growth Management 
Plan and the Congestion Management Plan, and identify the specific 
improvements necessary to accommodate new development and provide a 
schedule for completing the improvements and shall be consistent with the 
Phasing Plan as described in Table D-4 of the Balsa Chica Development 
Agreement. (County Policy 5.2.11} 

I.OCAL CIRCULATION POLICIES 

4 7. Non-auto circulation shall be provided within the Planned Community 
including Class I and Class II bicycle, equestrian, and hiking trails linking 
community parks, Bolsa Chica State Beach, and tRe Harriett Wieder Regional 
Park. Pedestrian connections from residential subdivisions to these trails 
shall be provided. Surrounding communities shall also have access to these 
trails to facilitate non-vehicular access to local and regional recreational 
opportunities. Safe and secure bicycle racks shall be provided at appropriate 
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locations within the community and regional parks, along the trails and 
within the visitor-serving and neighborhood commercial development on the 
Bolss Chics Mess. (County Policy 5.2. 1 4) 

AIR 0UALITY eol!CIES 

48. Project-level Coastal Development Permits shall, where feasible, incorporate 
vehicular trip reduction strategies including the following: 

c. Bicycle Parking: Bicycle commuting shall be encouraged through the 
inclusion of amenities that address unique aspects of the bicycle 
commuter, including Class I and Class II Bicycle Trails and the 
provision of safe and secure bicycJe racks within the visitor-serving 
and Neighborhood Commercial development, along the trails and 
within the community and regional park areas of Bolsa Chica·. (County 
Policy 5.2.1 7) 

.. 
D. DEVELOPMENT COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 6 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

Residential eo!icjes 

49. Residential development adjacent to the Wetlands Ecosystem Area shall be 
designed to avoid adverse impacts on habitat resources to the maximum 
extent feasible. (County Policy 6.2.3} 

Local eark and Community Facility eotjcjes 

50. Community parks, trails and an i~tf!rpretive kayak/canoe facility shall serve 
the recreational needs of local residents, and shall also supply public coastal 
access and staging areas for visitors to Bolsa Chica where appropriate. 
(County Policy 6.2. 7} 

Local Road and lnfrastryctyre eo!jcjes 

51. Consistent with sound civil engineering practices, utilities shall be principally 
located in road rights-of-way or, where necessary and feasible, in recreation 
and open space areas not primarily required for wildlife habitat. Any utilities 
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located within recreation or open space areas shall be placed below grade 
where feasible. Where undergrounding is infeasible, utilities shall be 
designed in a manner which will not reduce useable recreation or parking 
area or be visually intrusive. New utilities shall not be located within the 
Wetlands Ecosystem Area unless except to the extent the location of ~he 
utilities in this area constitutes an incidental public service, and in accordance 
with Coastal Act Section 30233(a)(5}, there are no other feasible, less 
environmentally damaging alternatives as defined in the Coastal Act. 
Mitigation measures shall be provided to minimize adverse environmental 
effects of any new utilities located in this area. (County Policy 6.2.15) 

52. New utilities to serve development shall be located outside of the Wetlands 
Ecosystem Area unless except to the extent the location of the utilities in 
this area constitutes an incidental public service, and in accordance with 
Coastal Act Section 30233(a)(5}, there are no other feasible, less 
environmentally damaging alternatives as defined in the Coastal Act. 
Mitigation measures shall be provided to minimize adverse environmental 
effects of any new utilities located in these areas, including utilities directly 
related to petroleum production, wetlands restoration and maintenance, and 
water quality and flood control. (County Policy 6.2.16) 

53. A 50-foot-wide development setback shall be established within the 
development Planning Areas along the edge of the Bolsa Chica Mesa. The 
development setback shall be landscaped primarily with native and drought
tolerant plant material that provides habitat value and a naturally appearing 
visual transition between the Wetlands Restoration Area and 
residential/community park areas of the Planned Community. The planting 
design shall avoid visually abrupt and artificially engineered changes in the 
type and density of plant material. Public trails required by the LCP may be 
included within the development setback. (County Policy 6.2.22) 

E. OIL PRODUCTION COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 7 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

54. An Oil Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (OSPCCP) and an 
Oil Spill Contingency Plan (OSCP) has been prepared by the current oil 
operators, and approved by the California State Lands Commission, the 
California Department of Oil Spill Prevention and Response, and the California 
Department of Fish and Game. The Wetlands Restoration Program shall 
incorporate the requirements of the OSPCCP and OSCP that are not 
inconsistent with the Wetlands Restoration Program and the protection of 
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biological resources. As the Wetlands Restoration Program is implemented, 
the OSPCCP and OSCP shall be updated to reflect each implementation 
phase. Both initial incorporation of requirements and subsequent updates 
shall be accomplished without requiring an amendment to the Balsa Chica 
LCP. (County Policy 7 .2.9) 

55. To the maximum extent feasible, new or expanded oil production facilities 
shall be consolidated, unless consolidation will have an adverse 
environmental consequence and will not significantly reduce the number of 
producing wells or support facilities. In the context of this policy, "new or 
expanded" applies to development occurring outside of the graded edge of 
existing oil roads and the footprint of existing production pads. 

· (County Policy 7 .2. 1 0) 

F. FINANCING AND PHASING COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 8 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

56. The e>Ej9eAaiture of 19ublie fuAas to 19ro·,iae serviees iA eonjuAetioA.with 19ub:ie 
oommunity faeilities shall be maae oAI'f for these servieo areas whore 
ae'w'eloj9meAt 19lans are fully ooAsisteAt with this LGP. (Was County Policy 
8.2.2) 

WETLANDS RESTORATION PHASING AND fiNANCING POLICIES 

57. The finaAeial assuraAoo for the wetlaAas restoratioA shall be 19roviaea as set 
forth iA Table 8 1. Prior to issuance of the Coastal Development Permit for 
each residential unit on the So/sa Chica Mesa the developer shall pay the 
County of Orange $2,000 per unit to be held pursuant to the Mesa 
Conservation Fund. {Now County Policy 8.2.5 was County Policy 8.2.6) 
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VII. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN SUGGESTED MODIFICATIONS 

Suggested Modifications: The Commission certifies the following, with 
modifications as shown. Language proposed by Orange County is shown in 
straight type. Language recommended by the Commission for deletion is sh9wn in 
line out. Language proposed to be inserted by the Commission is shown in · 
boldface italics. 

The addition of new regulations or the deletion of submitted regulations will result 
in the renumbering of subsequent regulations. Regulations which must be simply 
renumbered and do not otherwise require any modifications will not be shown. The 
Planned Community Program document will be revised by the County of Orange 
and thereafter confirmed by the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission to 
incorporate the Bolsa Chica LUP Modifications certified by the Coastal Commission. 
Below are the suggested m0difications. 

A. PLANNED COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

2.2.6 Local Park Implementation Plan 

A Bolsa Chica Local Park Implementation Plan (LPIP) shall identify 
requirements and locations for local park sites and recreation are·as within 
the planned community, and include an implementation program. 

The Local Park Implementation Plan shall be submitted to and approved 
by the Orange County Planning Commission in conjunction with the first 
Master Coastal Development Permit, as set forth in Chapter 1 0. 

The LPIP will implement all applicable local park policies set forth in the 
Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan, fully satisfy Orange County's Local Park Code 
requirements (i.e., County Ordinance No. 3518), and be consistent with 
the Orange County Recreation Element's "Master Plan of Local Parks." 

The location and size of the loc;,al community parks shall be approximately 
as shown on the Development Map and Statistical Table for the Bolsa 
Chica Planned Community. At the same time, it is recognized that the 
final configuration of Recreation Planning Areas 3A and 38 (the Mesa 
Community Park and Lowland Community Park) may be significantly 
revised to reflect site planning considerations and the specific park and 
recreation facilities set forth in the approved LPIP. Park facilities shall be 
designed to minimize the impacts of recreational activities (noise, lighting, 
etc.) on surrounding residential areas. Impacts may be reduced by 
locating high activity areas away from residences, and through the use of 
landscaping, setbacks, walls, fencing and/or other screening methods 
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intended to achieve compatibility between the residential and recreational 
land uses. 

At a minimum, the LPIP shall require that: (1) the north end of Bolsa 
Chica Mesa Community Park be no less than eleven (11) acres in s(ze and 
be developed as an active park; and (2) the portion of the So/sa Chlca 
Mesa Community Park area at the southwesterly edge of the mesa be no 
less than six (6) acres in size and be developed as a passive park. Public 
parking for the six-acre portion of the community park may be provided 
along the Mesa Connector roadway. Adequate public parking shall be 
provided off-street for the active community park area. Signage visible 
from Warner A venue shall be provided to direct the public to the on- and 
off-street parking areas. 

All local public parks required by the LPIP shall be irrevocably offered for 
dedication to the County of Orange as a condition of subdivision 
approvals, in accordance with the County's Local Park Code. All local 
parks shall be improved by the Landowner/Master Developer or the 
subsequent developer. 

. 
2.2.11 Off-site Roadway Improvements/ Area Traffic Improvement Program 

The off-site roadway improvements outlined in Chapter 5, Circulation/ 
Transportation Component, of the Balsa Chica LCP Land Use Plan shall be 
constructed in accordance with the Balsa Chica Area Traffic Improvement 
Program (ATIP). 

The A TIP f~::~lly iFRraleFReRts shall be consistent with So/sa Chica LCP Land 
Use Plan Policies 5. 2. 1 through 5. 2. 11, and shall fully implement the 
LUP's Regional Circulation/Transportation Policies in order to mitigate 
development traffic impacts within the context of the larger regional area. 

2.2.12 Grading Plans 

Grading Plans for all projects within the Balsa Chica Planned Community 
shall be consistent with So/sa Chica LCP Land Use Plan Policies 3. 3. 2. 11, 
3.5.2. 1, and 4.2.16; and the Orange County Grading and Excavation 
Code, and Orange County Zoning Code Section 7-9-139, "Grading arid 
Excavation," with the following provisions: 
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2.2. 13 Protection of Archaeological and Paleontological Resources 

1 . A comprehensive archaeological research design for the Balsa Chica 
Planned Community shall be prepared and submitted along with the 
first Master Coastal Development Permit for land use development 
within any planning area to the County of Orange prior to approval 
of the first Coastal Development Permit for land use development, 
consistent with Section 3.4, Cultural Resources Component, of the· 
Bois a Chica LCP. 

2. Prior to the approval of a Tentative Subdivision Map, except a map 
for financing or conveyance purposes, detailed mitigation programs 
for archaeological and paleontological resources, established in 
accordance with the Board of Supervisors' Archaeological/ 
Paleontological Policies and consistent with Section 3.4, Cultural 
Resources Component, of the Bolsa Chica LCP, shall be submitted 
to and approved by the Manager, Orange County EMA-Harbors, 
Beaches and Parks/Program Planning Division. 

2.2.15 Public Infrastructure and Utilities Permitted .. 
Public infrastructure and utility buildings, structures, and facilities 
including, but not limited to, electrical, gas, water, sewage, drainage, 
telephone, and cable television, and their storage, distribution, treatment, 
and/or production required to carry out development are permitted in all 
Planning Areas of the Planned Community, subject to a Coastal 
Development Permit approved pursuant to Orange County Zoning Code 
Section 7-9-118, "Coastal Development" District Regulations. Public 
infrastructure and utilities shall be located consistent with Chapter 6, 
Development Component, of the Balsa Chica LUP. 

Utilities must also conform to the following regulations: 

1. Consistent with sound -civil engineering practices, utilities shall be 
principally located in road rights-of-way or, where necessary and 
feasible, in recreation and open space areas not primarily required 
for wildlife habitat. 

2. Any utilities located within recreation or open space areas shall be 
placed below grade where feasible. Where undergrounding is 
infeasible, utilities shall be designed in a manner which will not 
reduce useable recreation or parking area or be visually intrusive. 
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New utilities shall not be located within the Wetlands Ecosystem 
Area except to the extent the location of the utilities in this area 
constitutes an incidental public service and, in accordance with 
Coastal Act Section 30233{a)(5), there are no other feasible, less 
environmentally damaging alternatives as defined in the Coastal 
Act. Mitigation measures shall be provided to minimize adveliSe 
environmental effects of any new utilities located in this area~ 

4. New utilities to serve development shall be located outside of the 
Wetlands Ecosystem Area except to the extent the location of the 
utilities in this area constitutes an incidental public service, and in 
accordance with Coastal Act Section 30233(a){5), there are no 
other feasible, less environmentally damaging alternatives as 
defined in the Coastal Act. Mitigation measures shall be provided 
to minimize 11dverse environmental effects of any new utilities 
located in these areas, including utilities directly related to 
petroleum production, wetlands restoration and maintenance, and 
water quality and flood control. 

2.2.25 Warner Avenue Pond Mitigation: 

'. 
The fill of Wamer Avenue Pond on the Bolsa Chica Mesa· shall be_ allowed 
only if it is found consistent with Section 30233 of the Coastal Act. 
Wetland impacts to Warner Avenue Pond and the isolated pocket 
wetlands shall be mitigated at a ratio of 4: 1 (square footage of wetlands 
to square footage of fl71). The County shall require, as a special condition 
of approval for a C011stal Development Permit that would 111/ow the fill of 
Warner A venue Pond or the pocket wetlands, that mitigation be 
implemented prior to or concurrent with the development creating the 
adverse impact. · 

The mitigation site shall be within the So/sa Chica Lowlands unless the 
Lowlands are sold to 11 new l11ndowner and the new landowner is 
unwilling to 111/ow the proposed mitigation to proceed. In such a case the 
Master Developer shall find an~ alternative mitigation site. 
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2.2.26 Bluff Protection 

Development shallbe sited and designed to minimize the alteration of 
natura/landforms and shall not require the construction of protective 
devices that would substantially alter natura/landforms except for fhe 
initial mass grading. Grading of the bluff face shall not be allowed· 
beyond that necessary to lower the bluff as proposed in the initial mass 
grading and to allow construction of a public bicycle/pedestrian trail on 
the bluff face on the south end of the Bolsa Chica Mesa. Bluff 
stabilization shall be .allowed if the unstable bluff poses a public safety 
risk, if bluff stabilization is designed to minimize landform alterations, and 
if the bluff will be restored to a natural appearance through landscaping 
consisting of native, drought-tolerant vegetation. 

2. 2. 2 7 Amended CDP Noticing Requirements 

The following amended paragraphs (f), (h), and (i) of Section 7-9-118.6, 
Coastal development permit procedures, together with new paragraph (j) 
below, of the Orange County Zoning Code shall apply to the Bolsa Chica 
LCP Area, until such time as the County of Orange/Coastal Coi1Jmission 
adopt equivalent procedures as a more comprehensive amendment to the 
Orange County Zoning Code: · 

(f) Notice of final decision. 

{1) The following section shall not apply to development which is 
exempt or categorically excluded pursuant to Section 7-9-118.5 
of the Orange County Zoning Code. 

(2) Within seven (7) calendar days of the final County decision, a 
notice of the final County action shall be sent by first class mail 
to the Coastal Commission district office having jurisdiction over 
the County and to any person or group requesting notice of 
such action. The notice shall be sent after all rights to appeals 
before the Planning Commission and County Board of 
Supervisors have been exhausted. The notice shall include 
conditions of approval and written findings. For decisions on 
developments which are appealable to the Coastal Commission, 
the notice shall include procedures for appeal of the County 
decision on the coastal development permit to the Coastal 
Commission. (Coastal Act/30333, 30620; 14. Cal. Code of 
Regulations/13571 (a)) 
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{h) Effective date. 

The County's final ~ecision on an application for an appealable 
development shall become effective after the ten {10) working day 
appeal period to the Coastal Commission has expired. The appeal 
period begins on the date of receipt by the Coastal Commission of the 
Notice of Final County Action. However, the County's final decision 
shall not become effective if either of the following occur during the 
appeal period: 

(1) The notice of final local government 11ction does not meet the 
requitements of Section 7-9-118. 6(f) above; 

(2) An appeal is filed in accordance with Section 7-9-118.6{g) of the 
Orange County Zoning Code; 

When either of the circumstances i'n Section 7-9-118. 6(g) or 7-9-
118. 6(f) above occur, the Executive Director of the Coastal 
Commi'ssi'on shall, within five (5) calendar days of receiving notice of 
fins/local government action, notify the County that the effective date 
of the County action has been suspended. (Coastal Act/30333, 
30620; 14 Cal. Code of Regulations/13572} 

{i) Final determination. 

The County's decision on the Coastal Development Permit application 
shall be considered final when both the following occur: 

(1) all required findings have been adopted, includi'ng specific 
factual findings supporting the legal conclusions that the 
proposed development is or is not in conformity with the 
certified local coastal program and, where applicable, with the 
public access and recreation policies of Chapter Three of the 
Coastal Act; and ~· • 

(2} all rights to appeals before the Planning Commission and County 
Board of Supervisors have been exhausted. {Coastal 
Act/30333; 30620; 14 Cal. Code of Regulations/13570). 
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(j) Failure to Act-Notice. 

(1) Notification by Applicant of Failure to Act 

If the County has failed to act on an application within the time 
limit set forth in Government Code Sections 65950-65957.1 
and thereby approving the development by operation of law, the 
person claiming a right to proceed pursuant to Government 
Code Sections 65950-65957. 1 shall notify, in writing, the 
County and the Coastal Commission of his or her claim that the 
development has been approved by operation of law. Such 
notice shall specify the application which is claimed to be 
deemed approved. (Coastal Act/30333; 30620; 14. Cal. Code 
of Regulations/13751(b)(1)) 

(2) Notification by County of Failure to Act 

If it is determined by the Director of the Environmental 
Management Agency that the time limits established pursuant to 
Government Code Sections 65950 through 65957. 1 have 
expired, and the notice required by Jaw has occurred, ·the 
Director of the Environmental Management Agency shall, within 
seven (7) calendar days of such determination, notify the 
Coastal Commission and any persons or group entitled to 
receive notice pursuant to Section 7-9-118. 6(d) of the Orange 
County Zoning Code that the application has been approved by 
operation of law pursuant to Government Code Sections 65950-
65957. 1 and, if applicable, that the application may be appealed 
to the Coastal Commission pursuant to Section 7-9-118. 6(g) of 
the Orange County Zoning Code. This section shall apply 
equally to a determination by the County that the development 
has been approved by operation of law and to a judicial 
determination that the development has been approved by 
operation of law. (Co.astal Act/30333; 30620; 14. Cal. Code 
of Regulations/13571 (b)(2JJ 

2. 2. 28 Development Setback Along the So/sa Chica Mesa 

The 50-foot development setback from the edge of the So/sa Chica Mesa, 
as required in Sections 4. 5. 3, 5. 5. 1, 5. 5. 2, and 5. 5. 3 of this Planned 
Community Program, is illustrated in Figures 2. 1 and 2. 2. The 
development setback shall be landscaped primarily with native and 
drought-tolerant plant material that provides habitat value and a naturally 
appearing visual transition between the Wetlands Restoration Area and 
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residential/community park areas of the Planned Community. The 
planting design shall avoid visually abrupt and artificially engineered 
changes in the type and density of plant material. 

Portions of the 50-foot setback will occur along the south-facing slope of 
the Mesa (Figure 2. 1) and along the slope which adjoins Outer Bolsa Bay 
(i.e., Section 2.2, where the State ownership is 50 feet or less from the 
edge of the bluff). Public trails required by the LCP may be included 
within the setback. Public use of the trails shall be ensured in perpetuity 
by the dedication of either fee ownership or an appropriate trail easement, 
as determined in Coastal Development Permits for Mesa development . 

.. 
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2.2.29 A TIP Financing 

1. An A TIP funding program for all Full Construction and Fair-Share 
Participation A TIP improvements shall be submitted with the 
Coastal Development Permit application for approval of the fi[st 
tentative tract map, except a map for financing and conveyance 
purposes. The funding program shall be satisfactory to the 
Director/EMA. 

2. Security for all "Full Construction" A TIP improvements within an 
A TIP phase shall be a required condition of approval of the first 
Coastal Development Permit for a residential unit within that phase. 
Security may consist of a bond, letter of credit, or establishment of 
a funding mechanism such as an assessment district or community 
facilities district. Security shall be provided prior to issuance of the 
first building permit for residential development. 

3. Fees for residential units within an A TIP phase shall be established 
before recordation of the final map which includes the residential 
unit. Payment of the fee shall be a special condition of approval of 
the first Coastal Development Permit for residential development 
within that A TIP phase which must be met prior to issuance of the 
building permit. 

4. An advisory committee will be established to monitor the 
implementation of A TIP. The County of Orange will be the lead 
agency and committee members will include representatives of the 
cities of Huntington Beach, Fountain Valley, Seal Beach, and 
Westminster along with representatives from the Orange County 
Transportation Authority (OCTAJ and the Landowner/Master 
Developer. Non-participation or lack of cooperation by public 
agency members in implementing A TIP improvements shall not 
result in the County withholding development approvals. 

Modifications to the A TIP phasing program within the Coastal Zone 
shall require an amendment to the Sols a Chica L CP certified by the 
Coastal Commission. Modifications to the A TIP phasing program 
outside of the Coastal Zone shall not require an amendment to the 
Bolsa Chica LCP provided that findings are made by the County 
that the revisions to the A TIP phasing plan will not adversely affect 
coastal access and that the revisions still mitigate adverse traffic 
impacts in the Coastal Zone resulting from bui/dout of the So/sa 
Chica development. 
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2.2.30 WRP is Regulatory Document 

The Balsa Chica Wetlands Restoration Program (WRP} is a regulatory 
document and, with this Planned Community Program (PCP}, part of the 
Implementing Actions Program for the So/sa Chica Land Use Plan (First 
Amendment). All land uses and development permits shall be consistent 
with all components of the Balsa Chica Local Coastal Program including 
the WRP as well as this PCP .. 

2.3 CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

The following Conditions of Approval were adopted by the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors as part of Resolution No. 94-1341 for the Bolsa 
Chica Local Coastal Program. Subsequent revisions were made to 
Conditions 8, 13, 29, 37, 39, 53, and 71 to incorporate the Suggested 
Modifications to the LCP approved by the Califomia Coastal Commission 
on January 11, 7 996. The Bois a Chica Planned Community Program is an 
Implementing Actions Program of the Local Coastal Program, and these 
Conditions shall regulate all land uses and development permitted within 
the community. .. 

8. Prior to the issuance of each coastal development permit and 
building permit for each residential unit on the Balsa Chica Mesa 
aonstrt:~etien, the applicant shall pay a fee ef $2,800 per dwelling 
unit consistent with Sections 1.2, 1.2.1, or Section 1.4 of 
Appendix D of the Bolsa Chica Development Agreement, as 
appropriate at the time of permit issuance. These fees will be 
deposited into a "Mesa Conservation Fund" established by the 
County. The funds will be used for construction, restoration, 
operations and maintenance of Wetland Restoration Area IC and/or 
other areas within the Recreation/Open Space or Wetlands 
Restoration Program. All funds collected in the Mesa Conservation 
Fund may be credited toward a $7 million applicant obligation 
referenced under Tabfe!D-1 in a proposes the Balsa Chica 
Development Agreement if saia AgreeFRent is eHeet:~ted by the 
Board of St:~pOF\'ieors . The fee of $2,800 per dwelling unit shall be 
subject to an annual inflationary factor as described in the Southern 
California Real Estate Research Council Construction Cost Index. 
Adjustments to the fees should occur on January 1 of every year 
based on the previous four quarters' inflation. 

13. Prior to the issuance of any grading permit, the applicant shall 
provide to the Manager, EMA Environmental Resources Division, in 
coordination with oil field operators, any necessary amendment to 

66 



... 

. 2.3.9 

Implementation Program Modifications 

the Oil Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (OSPCCP) 
and Oil Spill Contingency Plan (OSCP) enacted between the oil field 
operators and appropriate state agencies to prevent the oil spill and 
ensure the compatibility between oilfield oil field and proposed 
residential, wetlands and other developments, and, as required to 
be consistent with LCP Land Use Plan Policy 7.2.9 and WRP 
Section 5. 6, incorporation of Oil Spill Plan Requirements . 

Water Quality 

29. Prior to the issuance of any grading permit the project applicant 
shall obtain a State General Construction Activity Stormwater 
Permit from the State Water Resources Board and provide evidence 
to this effect to the Manager, EMA Development Services Division. 
As part of this permit, the applicant shall prepare a Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), which shall establish Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) for: proper storage, handling, use, 
and disposal of fuels and other toxic materials; establishing fuel and 
maintenance areas away from drainage ways; and erosion, 
sediment and construction site chemical contracts, incluqing those 
measures recommended by EMA document "Evidence Specifying 
Management Measures for Services of Non/~ point Poilution in 
Coastal Waters" ( 1993) (SC/1) 

2.3. 12 Terrestrial Biology 

37. Prior to the issuance of any grading permit in the lowland, the 
project applicant shall provide financial security for the approval of 
Manager, EMA Environmental Planning Division in consultation with 
Manager, EMA Project Planning and Manager, EMA Coastal 
Facilities to ensure that the approved Wetlands RestoratiOT1 Plan be 
fully implemented to satisfy, but not limited to Construction 
Monitoring & Maintenance as described in the WRP, and Five-Year 
Post-Construction Monitoring and Maintenance, Long-Term 
Monitoring and Maintenance, 20 acres of nati·wre woodland habitat, 
in the l-larriett Wieder Regional Park, a plan to control the presence 
of invasive and/or feral pets into wildlife areas, retention of a 
minimum of 200 acres of pickleweed on-site during all construction 
and restoration phases, and all other terrestri.al provision of the 
Balsa Chica LCP Wetland Restoration Program. 

Prior to the issuance of the first Coastal Development Permit in 
Planning Area 5, the 20-acre native trees and shrubs ESHA 
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adjacent to and/or in Harriett Wieder Regional Park shall be 
implemented. 

39. Prior to the issuance of any building permit, the applicant shall 
consult with California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG~ and 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and prepare a relocation 
program for any raptors found to prey upon nesting sensitive target 
species or other sensitive species, to the approval of Manager 
Environmental Planning in consultation with Manager of Project 
Planning and Manager, HBP Program Planning Division. This 
program shall be implemented prior to issuance of the first Coastal 
Development Permit in Planning Area 5. (Mitigation Measure 4.8-2} 

2.3.17 Cultural Resources 

53. Prier te the issiJaAee ef SAV grading ~erlTiit In conjunction with the 
submittal of the first Master Coastal Development Permit for land 
use development within any Planning Area, the applicant shall 
complete, to the approval of Manager, HBP Coastal Facilities 
Division the research design for recovered material analysis for the 
Bolsa Chica Region currently in preparation. The research. design 
shall contain a discussion of important research ·topics for 
recovered material analysis that can be addressed employing data 
from the Bolsa Chica sites. The research design shall be reviewed 
by at least three qualified archaeologists, as required by California 
Coastal Commission (CCC) guidelines. (PDF-1) 

2.3.21 Recreation 

71 . Prior to the issuance of aAy gradiAg ~erlTiit er reeerdatieA ef aAy 
SIJbdivisieA !Tiap, whiehever eo!Ties first the first Master Coastal 
Development Permit for the So/sa Chica Mesa, the applicant shall 
dedicate to the County of Orange in a manner meeting the approval 
of the Manager, HBP Program Planning Division, 49 acres of land 
within the Bolsa Chica Project Area required for completion of the 
1 06-acre Harriett Wieder Regional Park as identified in the Sols a 
Chica Local Coastal Program and (PDF-1 } 
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Principal Permitted Uses requiring a Project Coastal Development 
Permit Per Chapter 1 0 (Discretionary Permits And Procedures) 

4. Public facilities for small non-motorized boats (kayaks and/or 
canoes), and facilities for boats and dredges necessary to operate 
and maintain the Wetlands Ecosystem Area provided issues of 
public safety due to water velocities in the vicinity of the ocean 
inlet can be resolved. Permitted ancillary uses shall accommodate 
dry storage for kayaks and/or canoes, a launching ramp, and other 
necessary related facilities (e.g., hoists, stacking and staging areas) 
to provide safe public access to, and use, of coastal waters. 

6. Public works, maintenance roads, drainage improvements, flood 
control improvements, and other infrastructure and/or utilities 
necessary for the permitted development of any Planning Area, 
provided such utilities are consistent with Section 2.2.J5, Public 
Infrastructure and Utilities Permitted. 

7. Remedial grading requireci to resolve geotechnical/soils engineering 
problems associated with the permitted development of any .. 
Planning. Area and/or to satisfy engineering requirements for related 
infrastructure and other development-related improvements, 
provided such grading is consistent with Section 2. 2. 12, Grading 
Plans. 

Directional and Identification Sign Program identification signs per Chapter 
8, in particular, Section 8. 2. 3 (Sign Programs) and Section 8. 5 (Signage 
for Public Access/Visitor-Serving Recreation Facilities) of this Planned 
Community Program. 

Landform alterations are allowed in Conservation Planning Area 1 D to the 
extent required to accommodate flood control improvements. Grading 
shall be consistent with Section 2. 2. 12, Grading Plans. 

4.1 PURPOSE AND INTENT 

(2) Orange County's Any approved General Development Plan and 
Resource Management Plan for Balsa Ghiea Harriett Wieder 
Regional Park; 
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Principal Permitted Uses requiring a Coastal Development Permit per 
Chapter 10 (Discretionary Permits and Procedures): 

1 . All activities and facilities necessary to implement #I.e any approved 
General Development Plan and Resource Management Plan fer 
Balsa Ghiea Hal!iett Wieder Regional Park prepared consistent with 
So/sa Chica LUP Policy 4.2.16, except as modified below by 
4.2.1 (4). 

2. Open space and passive recreation areas, provided such utilities are 
consistent with Section 2.2.15, Public Infrastructure and Utilities 
Permitted. 

4. Active recreation areas, including tennis courts, basketball courts, 
volleyball courts, turf playfields, and tot-lots, except not within 
Recreation Planning Areas 2A and 28 (Balsa Chiea (Hal!iett Wieder 
Regional Park). 

-
15. Public utility lines and facilities, provided such utilities are 

consistent with Section 2. 2. 15, Public Infrastructure and Utilities 
Permitted. 

1 8. Remedial grading required to resolve geotechnical/soils engineering 
problems, associated with development Planning Areas and/or to 
satisfy engineering requirements for related roads, infrastructure, 
and other development-related improvements. Grading shall be 
consistent with Section 2. 2. 12, Grading Plans. 

Directional and identification signs per Chapter 8, in particular, Section 
8.2.3 (Sign Programs) and Section 8.5 (Signage for Public Access/Visitor· 
Serving Recreation Facilities) of this PC Program. 

Building setbacks: ~ .... 

1. General: All buildings and/or structures shall be set back from 
property lines a distance at least equal to the height of the building 
or structure, and not less than thirty (30) feet from any adjacent 
development Planning Area. 

2. So/sa Chica MIISB: A minimum fihy (50) foot development setback 
shall be maintained from the edge of the So/sa Chica Mesa as 
explained in Section 2. 2. 28. 
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4.5.6 Off-street parking: Shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 7 {Off-
Street Parking Regulations). An adequate number of bicycle racks shall 

, be provided in each Recreation Planning Area. 

4.5.8 Signs: Shall be permitted in accordance with Chapter 8 (Sign 
Regulations). A comprehensive signage program for all public 
access/visitor-serving recreation facilities shall be provided and 
implemented with the construction of these facilities, and shall inform the 
public of the availability of, and provide direction to, the on-site recreation 
amenities of the So/sa Chica L CP area. 

4. 5. 11 Public coastal access and recreational opportunities, including 
opportunities for wetlands observation and passive recreation such as 
picnicking, shall be established within new recreation and visitor-serving 
facilities. Recreational facilities and uses shall be located and designed in 
such a manner that there will be no adverse impacts to wetlands or ESHA 
resources. 

4.5.12 Mesa and Lowland Community Park Standards: 

1. Design: Community Park design shall be consistent witlr Land Usa 
Plan Policies 4. 2. 1 through 4. 2. 5, 4. 2. 11, 4. 2. 12, 4. 2. 23-, and 
4.2.24, Policy 6.2. 7, and the Local Park Implementation Plan 
prepared pursuant to Section 2. 2. 6. 

2. Buffers: Landscaping within buffer areas adjacent to the 
Community Parks shall consist of native, drought-tolerant plants. 

4. 5. 13 Harriett Wieder Regional Park Standards: 

1. Desjgn: Regional Park design shall be consistent with Land Use 
Plan Policies 3.3.2. 7 and 3.3.2.9, and Policies 4.2. 1 through 4.2.5, 
4.2.10, and 4.2.13 through 4.2.16, and any approved General 
Development Plan and flttsource Management Plan prepared for the 
park. 

2. Buffers: Landscaping within buffer areas adjacent to the Regional 
Park shall consist of native, drought-tolerant plants. 
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5.5.1 Single-Family Detached Developments: 

5. Building setbacks: 

d. So/sa Chjca Mesa -- A minimum fifty (50) foot development. 
setback shall be maintained from the edge of the So/sa Chica 
Mesa as explained in Section 2.2.28. 

5.5.2 Single-Family Attached Developments: 

5. Building setbacks: 

e. Bolo Chjcs Mesa -- A minimum fifty {50) foot development 
setback shall be maintained from the edge of the So/sa Chica 
Mesa as explained in Section 2.2.28. 

5.5.3 Multi-Family Developments: 

8.5 

8.5.1 

8.5.2 

6. Building setbacks/separations: 

d. Bolsa Chjcs Mesa - A minimum fihy (50) foot developriient 
setback shall be maintained from the edge of the So/sa Chica 
Mesa as explained in Section 2.2.28. 

SIGNAGE FOR PUBLIC ACCESS/VISITOR-SERVING RECREATION 
FACILITIES 

A comprehensive signage program for all public access/visitor-serving 
recreation facilities shall be provided and implemented with the 
con~truction of these facilities, and shall inform the public of the 
availability of, and provide·direction to, the on-site recreation amenities of 
the Bolsa Chica LCP area. 

Signs within Recreation, Publlt:--Facility, and Conservation Plannlng Areas 
shall be designed so they are only a minor visual element essential for 
public safety, welfare, convenience, and to inform the public of the 
availability on the public recreational amenities. 

10.2.2 Coastal Development Permits in General 

All Coastal Development Permits shall be approved pursuant to 
Section 7·9- 1 18, CD "Coastal Development" District Regulations, of the 
Orange County Zoning Code and as set forth in this Planned Community 
Program, in particular with Section 2.2.27, Amended CDP Noticing 
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Requirements, either by the Zoning Administrator or the Planning 
Commission. 

B. WETLANDS RESTORATION PROGRAM 

Note: The Wetland Restoration Program regulations repeats policies previously 
stated in the amended Land Use Plan to serve as a policy reference for each 
regulation. Changes to Land Use Policies have not been duplicated in this 
section since they appear as Land Use Plan suggested modification in 
Chapter VI of this staff report. Further, the Wetlands Restoration Program 
as submitted contained two regulations that were numbered "3". The 
second regulation numbered "3" has been corrected to "4" and all 
subsequent regulations were renumbered. Regulations which only involve a 
change to the number are not been shown below. Regulations which 
involve more than a revision to the number are shown below with the 
regulations corrected number. 

4.4 BUFFERS AND TRANSITIONS 
.. 

Buffer Pesign Criteria 

Consistent with LUP policy, the Bolsa Chica Wetlands Ecosystem Area will 
include 1 00-foot-wide buffers between hydrologic regimes and adjacent 
development areas. The buffer areas will contain natural vegetation, 
landscaped areas, open water and mudflats, rip rap riprap and/or other 
shoreline protection, open unvegetated areas, and public interpretive trails 
within the first fifty (50) feet adjacent to the development area. Figure 
4.4, Alternative Buffer Treatments, demonstrates how the design criteria 
will be utilized to conform buffer con'figuration to natural conditions, and 
provide maximum protection of the restored area from intrusion by humans 
and domestic/feral animals. CoAceptual design of buffer conditions for 
specific areas of the restoration plan area are described below. 

WRP Regulation =1-Q 11 flUP 3.1.2. No. 51: 

To implement LUP Policy 3.1.2, No. 5, a 20.5-acre ESHA on the Huntington 
Mesa shall be planted with native trees and shrubs to compensate for the 
loss of raptor habitat provided by a eucalyptus grove on the Sol sa Chica 
Mesa as shown on the Wetlands Restoration Plan. l=uture Prior to issuance 
of the first Coastal Development Permits shall require that this Permit that 
will directly result in the elimination of the eucalyptus grove, the replacement 
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habitat, ineh:Jding reesting pales and nesting BaKes, will shall be installed 
before removal of the eucalyptus grove, and satisfy the following standards: 

a. Roosting poles and nesting boxes shall be installed as an interim 
measure until such time as the ESHA is fully functioning, 

b. The .20.5-acre ESHA shall be implemented in conjunction witt). or prior 
to the implementation of Harriett Wieder Regional Park on the 
Huntington Mesa; 

& c. The 20.5-acre ESHA shall be restricted to the slope areas of the 
Huntington Mesa, within or adjacent to the Regional Park; 

e. The d. • The mitigation plan for the 20.5-acre ESHA shall be appreveel (in terMs 
ef the eletailea plantiAg elesign) By prepared in coordination with the 
California Department of Fish and Game; and 

e. The specific requirements set forth in LUP Policy 3.1.2, No .• 5, as 
restated above. 

WRP Regulation ao 21{LUP 3.1 .2. No. 101: 

c. Conformance with Planned Community Program Section 1 0.3.1 (4), Master 
Oil Facilities Plan, and Section 1 0.3.2(3), Oil Facilities 
Relocation/Consolidation Plan (if applicable); and 

d. As part of the COP submittal, the following WRP technical considerations 
shall be evaluated to determine if any further action is necessary: 

(1) The success criteria'outlined ln the WRP shall be evaluated to 
determine H any additional, or diHerMt, success criteria are 
appropriate; r ~ 

(2) The success criteria shall be directly linked to the goals and objectives 
defined during the restoration planning process; 

(3) The success criteria shall be directly linked to the numerical habitat 
objectives set forth in the Land Use Plan; 

(4) The success criteria shall be dlrectly linked to the appropriate elements 
of the Monitoring and Maintenance Program; 
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(5} The Monitoring and Maintenance Program shall be evaluated to 
determine if an additional, or different, efforts are appropriate. 

WRP Regulation 24 25, (LUP 3.2.2, No. 2): 

To implement LUP Policy 3.2.2, No. 2: 

a. The WRP requires the preparation of a Sediment and Shoreline Control 
Plan prior to construction of RPA Phase 1 B. The Sediment-afTG 
Shoreline Control Plan shall include provisions to dredge the Tidal Inlet 
and nourish the beach as needed. The sediment deposited in the inlet 
during a major storm shall be relocated as soon as reasonably feasible 
to the south (downcoast) side of the jetties. 

&:. The Sediment and Shoreline Control Plan shall contain a monitoring 
and maintenance program for the removal of seaiment through minor 
hyaraulie Eireage operations, ana plaeement of the material in the 
fillets north ana south of the Tiaal Inlet when 40,000 to 96,000 eubic 
yaras of material has accumulates in the inlet ana floes bar areas 
(estimates to be every a to 6 ;•ears). It shall require that the inlet be 
Eireagea when one or more of the following occur: to implement all of 
the conditions of LUP Policy 3. 2. 2, No. 2. 

i. The volume of sana in the floes tiaal delta reaches between 
40,000 to 56,000 eubio yaras; 

ii. The tiaal range within the Balsa Ghiea wetlanas Eiecreases by 
0.26 feet; ana/or 

iii. 0b¥ious beach erosion has oecurrea. 

e b. Prior to construction of RPA 1 B, an Oil Spill Response Plan shall be 
prepared that includes provisions requiring an inflatable boom be 
placed in the new Tidal Inlet to prevent large amounts of oil from 
entering the Wetlands Ecosystem Area in the event of an off-shore oil 
spill. 

a c. Specific responsibilities for operation, maintenance, and liability for the 
Tidal Inlet and related mitigations including the increased operation 
and maintenance costs that otherwise would accrue to the County or 
other managing agency because of the Tidal Inlet, shall be provided 
for in a Development Agreement or other agreement(s). 
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The specific provisions of the above-reiterated LUP Policy 3.3.2, No. 
2, shall be implemented as a regulation. 

WRP Regulation 26. fLUP 3.2.2. No. 141: 

The specific provisions of the above-reiterated LUP Policy 3. 2. 2, No. 14, shall be 
implemented as a regulation. 

WBP Regulation 27. fLUP 4.2. No. 221: 

The specific provisions of the above-reiterated LUP Policy 4.2, No. 22, ·shall be 
implemented as a regulation. 

MODIFICATIONS TO CHAPTER 5 OF THE WETLANDS RESTORATION PROGRAM 

5. 6 INCORPORATION OF OIL SPILL PLAN REQUIREMENTS 

An Oil Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (OSPCCP} and an 
Oil Spill Contingency Plan (OSCPJ has been prepared by the current oil 
operators, and approved by the California State Lands Commission, the 
California Department of Oil Spill Prevention and Response, and the 
California Department of Fish and Game. 

Consistent with LCP Land Use Plan Policy 7.2.9, prior to issuance of the 
first Coastal Development Permit to implement the Wetlands Restoration 
Program, the Wetlands Restoration Program shall be refined to incorporate 
the requirements of the OSPCCP and OSCP that are not inconsistent with 
the Wetlands Restoration Program and the protection of.biological 
resources. 

As the Wetlands Restoration Program is implemented, the OSPCCP and 
OSCP shall be updated to reflect each implementation phase. Both initial 
incorporation of requirements 1md subsequent updates shall be 
accomplished without requiring an amendment to the So/sa Chica LCP. 
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MODIFICATIONS TO APPENDIX C OF THE WETLANDS RESTORATION PROGRAM 

5.4.3 

1. 

Reporting Proeedures Requirements 

Survey Report 

A letter report summarizing the activities completed and any potential 
problems or areas of concern, will be prepared by the field biologists 
(Marine Biologist, Ornithologist, Mammalogist/Herpetologist, and 
Botanist) and submitted to the Project Manager within two weeks of 
each survey effort. 

2. Year-end Report 

At the end of each monitoring year, a comprehensive year-end report will 
be prepared by the Project Manager and submitted to the landowner (or 
its assignees), resource agencies, and regulatory agencies for review and 
comment. The system-wide year-end report will include a compilation of 
all monitorfng/maintenance information collected for each RPA. The 
report will also identify field methods and results, discuss mortitoring and . 
maintenance activities, rate the level of mitigation success according to 
specified performance criteria, and propose recommendations and 
remedial actions if performance criteria are not being met. 

3. Final Project Report 

The Project Manager will prepare a final report analyzing the long term 
success of the projeot, and any need for continued mitigation, 't't'ill be 
prepared at the end of the five year mitigation monitoring and 
maintenance period. 

The Project Manager will prepare a final report at the end of the five-year 
mitigation monitoring and maintenance period, analyzing the long-term 
success of the project, and any need for continued mitigation. 

C. COUNTY OF ORANGE ZONING CODE 

Section 7-9-118.6 Coastal Development Procedure 

Portions of Section 7-9-118.6 of the Orange County Zoning Code have been 
amended through the Commission's Action on January 11, 1996. These changes 
are now located in Section 2.2.28 of the Implementation Program Suggested 
Modifications of this report. Since they have been relocated, they are not shown in 
this section of the report. The Orange County Zoning Code applies to all portions 
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of Orange County. The Commission's action on January 11, 1996 applied to only 
Bolsa Chica. To limit confusion, the County requested that modifications to the 
Orange County Zoning Code be placed in the Implementation Plan to clearly 
distinguish the revised coastal development permit regulations which apply only to 
Bolsa Chica from other County certified areas. 

D. DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

1 .3.1 Failure to Receive Permits jn Timely Manner. 

a. Penial of Permit. OWNER's applications for either (I) a Section 404 
Permit or (ii} Coastal Development. Permits needed to implement 
Lowland residential development are "denied." An application shall be 
deemed "'denied" if : 

b.-e-. 

e.-G,. 

i) conditions of approval of the application increases the cost of 
wetland creation/restoration on site by more than one percent 
(1 %) of the projected costs as determineg by OWNER and 
COUNTY, and .• 

ii) ow~~&R eennet er sees net ir=nplaFAent Lewlane eevelepFAent 
aria resteratien. 

Eailwre te Pwrswe Seetjen 404 PerMit am:Ver cop. 
TF!ree years after tF!e ifteeti,,e Date, 0\6/~~iR (i) F!ae net F!ae a Seetion 
404 Perr=nit a19talieatien eitF!er €Jrantoe er eeniee ana (ii) fer reasens 
witl:lin ow~~iR'e suejeetive eentrol, ne len€jQF F!as a Seetien 404 
PerMit atatalieatien fifoneing fer Lewlane resieential eevelef3Mont (er F!as 
witF!erawn its eensent to a penein€J atatalieatien fier wF!iel:l tf:le COU~iTY 
is a ee &f3J3Iieant). 

Failure to Recejye Permits Within Ejye Years. 
Five years after the Effective Date, OWNER bas applications pending 
for either or both of the Section 404 Permit and the COP, but one or 
more of those applications has not been granted or denied. 

Conseguences for Failwre to Pwrsue. Oenjal. and Failure to Timely 
Recejye. 
Should OWNER fail to J3Ursue, be "denied," or fail to timely receive 
either or both of the Section 404 Permit and the COP, as described in 
Paragraphs 1.3.1 .a. r&:-r and b-e-. above, within six months after the 
occurrence of such an event: 
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d.-e. OWNER agrees that Restoration Phasing Area 1 C, or the agreed upon 
designated acreage, may be used as a mitigation bank under the sole 
discretion of COUNTY. 

1 . 3. 2 Reinstatement Upon Implementation. 

Should OWNER obtain those permits necessary to implement the WRP after the 
imposition of the "consequences" described in Paragraph c a above, any lands 
dedicated or funds paid pursuant to this section shall be credited to OWNER's total 
dedication and restoration obligations. 

1.3.3 Failure to Pursue. Failure to Implement Section 404 Permit/COP. 

A "failure to pursue" a Section 404 Permit and a CDP for Lowland residential 
development shall be deemed to exist if three years after the Effective Date, 
0 WNER (i) has not had a Section 404 Permit application either granted or denied 
and (ii) for reasons·within OWNER's subjective control, no longer has a Section 404 
Permit application pending for Lowland residential development (or has withdrawn 
its consent to a pending application for which the COUNTY is a co-applicant). 

A "failure to implement" a Section 404 Permit and a COP for Lowland retidential 
development shall be deemed to exist when both a Section 404 Permit and a COP 
are issued, but OWNER, for its own subjective business reasons, does not 
implement Lowland residential development AND the permits have expired and no 
bona fide revised applications or bona fide applications for extensions are pending. 

A "failure to pursue" or a "failure to implement" shall not include any transaction 
described in Paragraph 1.4 of this Exhibit D. 

a) Consequences for Failure to Pursue or Implement. 

Where a "failure to pursue" or a "failure to implement" has occurred, 
then, in addition to the dedication of Planning Area 1 D described in 
Exhibit D, eemplying ·.-..ith Par:.agraph 1.1 above, OWNER shall pay 
COUNTY seven million dollars ($7,000,000) to be used to restore 
Restoration Phasing Area 1 C as that restoration is described in "Option 
A" in Revised EIR No. 5 51 . This payment shall be made within six 
months after the occurrence of the failure to pursue or implement. All 
funds collected in the Mesa Conservation Fund described in Paragraph 
1.2.1 above shall be credited toward this $7,000,000. 
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1.3.4 Failure to Proyjde Offer. 

Except as provided in Paragraphs 1.6.1.d(i) 1.3.1.c.(iJ and 1.3. 7, if OWNER is 
required by this Agreement to make an offer of dedication to COUNTY of any 
portion of the Lowland but fails to make that offer, COUNTY may (i) suspend or 
terminate this Agreement, (ii) refuse to approve any subdivision maps or issue any 
grading, building, or occupancy permits for Lowland development, (iii) suspend the 
issuance of grading, building or occupancy permits for Mesa development, and/or 
(iv) pursue any other remedy provided by this Agreement. If OWNER is unable 
through no fault of OWNER, to convey title by the date on which COUNTY has the 
right to and accepts OWNER's offer of dedication, said date may be extended as 
agreed by OWNER and COUNTY. 

.. 
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• Fails te PI:IFS\,le Receives 404 and COP, Receives 404 and COP Sells Owner's entire 
4Q4 aRel~eF c;gp but Does Not Implement and Implements Lowland Lowland Residential 

Lowland Residential Residential Development Site Area to Public 
• Has 404 Permit or Development Agency and all or Part 
COP HDenied"1 of Planning Area 1 on 

Fails to Pursue 404 
• Five Years After snd/or CDP 
Effective Date, Has 
404/CDP Applications 
Pending But No Final 
Action 2 

OWNER Dedicate 88.7 Acres in Dedicate Approximately Dedicate Approximately Dedicate 88.7 Acres 
MUST ... lowland (Restoration 770-794 Acres in 770· 794 Acres in in lowland 

Area 1Cl Lowland (Planning Area Lowland (Planning Area (Restoration Area 1 Cl 
101 101 

On the Fifth Within Six Months after Implement the WRP Pay $2000 Per Unit 
Anniversary of Failure to Pursue or (Approximate Cost $48 (Max $5 Million) for 
Effective Date, Pay $7 lmplement6 

, Pay $7 Million) Wetlands/Flood 
Million for Restoration Million for Restoration Control Improvements 
Area 1 C3 

Area 1 C3 

Construct/Fund A TIP Construct/Fund A TIP Construct/Fund A TIP Construct/Fund A TIP 
Improvements for Improvements for Improvements for Improvements for 
Required Phases (see Required Phases (See Required Phases {See Required Phases !See 
table D-41 Table 0·41 Table 0-41 Table D-41 

Dedicate 49 Acres for Dedicate 49 Acres for Dedicate 49 Acres for Dedicate 49 Acres for 
inclusion Within inclusion Within Harriett inclusion Within Harriett inclusion Within 
Harriett Wieder Wieder Regional Park4 Wieder Regional Park4 Harriett Wieder 
Regional Park4 Regional Park4 

Contribute $20 per Unit Contribute $20 per Unit 
Contribute $20 per for Child Care Facilities for Child Care Facilities Contribute $20 per 
Unit for Child Care Unit for Child Care 
Facilities Facilities 

AND ..• The Term of the The Term of the The Term of the The Term of the 
Development Development Agr.f!ement Development Agreement Development 
Agreement is Reduced is Reduced from 2 5 to Remains at 25 Years Agreement is 
from 25 to 1 5 Years 15 Years Reduced from 25 to 

15 Years 

Note: Footnotes 1·6 not included in the revised findings since they were not modified. 

7. A ~failunt to pursue" a Section 404 Permit and a CDP for Lowland residential development shall be deemed to exist if 
three years after the Effective Date. OWNER fiJ has not h11d a Section 404 Permit application either granted or denied 
and (ii) fot reasons within OWNER's subjective control. no longer h11s 11 Section 404 Permit application pending for 
Lowland residential development for has withdrawn its consent to a pending application for which the COUNTY is a 
co-applicant}. 
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VIII. ERRATA MODIFICATIONS 

Suggested Modifications: The Commission certifies the following, with 
modifications as shown. Language proposed by Orange County is shown in 
straight type. Language recommended by the Commission for eeletien is shown in 
line eut. Language proposed to be inserted by the Commission is shown in 
boldface italics. If there is a difference in language between the certified LUP 
Modifications and the Errata, the LUP Modifications shall take precedence. Below 
are the suggested modifications. 

A. PLANNED COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

5. RESIDENTIAL PLANNING AREA REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS 

1. Changes to 5.5.1 (1) Building site coverage within Medium Low and Medium 
High Density Residential Planning Areas (Pages 5-1 2) 

, 5.5 SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS (ML AND MH PLANNING AREAS) 

5.5.1 Single-Family Detached Developments: 

1. Building site coverage: ~Sixty percent (eQq~) (60%) 
maximum. 

B. WETLAND RESTORATION PROGRAM 

1. Changes to 4.4.11 Public Trail Through Seasonal Ponds (Page 4-33) 

4.4.11 Public Trail Through Seasonal Ponds 

The public trail within the lowland/wetlands buffer will continue across the 
seasonal ponds area to the Regio~al Park. This segment of the trail will 
consist of a "boardwalk" structure raised above the wetlands so as to 
minimally impact this area (see Section 12, Figure 4. 1 6) and serve as an 
emergency/service access to the So/sa 8" gas line and/or the Long Beach Gas 
Company 14" dry gas sales line. 
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2. Changes to TABLE 4-2 (Page 4-5) 

TABLE 4-2 

PROPOSED NET CHANGE IN HABIT AT TYPES 
Bolsa Chjca Wetlands Restoration Program 

HABITAT TYPE EXISTING 
ACRES 1 

PROJECTED 
ACRES WITH 
WETLANDS 

RESTORATI~N 
PROGRAM 

345.0 
---66 4.4 .,;,s6 31 . 0 

57.8 

cres 

NET ACREAGE 
GAIN(+) OR 

LOSS{-) 

+ 14.6 
---QY,.:+1 -3.4 

+54.2 

cres 

* Source: Williamson & Schmid 

2 

3 

4 

Acreages are rounded and therefore approximate. 

This designation describes the upland native ESHA habitat proposed along Huntington Mesa. Additional ESHAs. both 
existing and proposed. are included in other habitat acreages above. 

Includes Tidal Inlet- Jetty toe to Jetty toe and that portion of PCH between sheet piles. 

The Total Project Area includes the County LCP Area (1,588.3 Ac.l and 27.5 acres within the City of Huntington 
Beach jurisdiction. 
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3. Changes 6.1.4( 1 a) Funding of Restoration Improvements (Pages 6-4 and 6-5) 

6.1.4 Funding qf Restoration Improvements 

1 . The Development Agreement shall provide that: 

a. Within a reasonable period after all entitlements necessary to 
implement Lowland development as contemplated by the LCP 
have been obtained from all Federal, State, and local agencies 
(including a Section 404 Permit for Lowland residential 
development and restoration on terms consistent with the 
Landowner/Master Developer's application for that permit), 
the Landowner/Master Developer shall provide security in an 
amount sufficient to pay for all costs of completing 
Restoration Phases 1 A, 1 B, 1 C, 1 D, 1 E, (consistent with the 
natural oil depletion for 1A and 1C described in Section 6.2.3 
Detailed Wetlands Phasing Plan) and the EGGW Flood Control 
Channel improvements. The form of the security may be a 
bond, letter of credit, or other security instrument reasonably 
satisfactory to County. 

4. Changes to 6.2.2(1.) Overview of the Wetlands Phasing Plan (Page 6-12) and 
the updated Wetlands Grading Plan, Figure 6.5 (Revised 1 /19/95) 

1 . Restoration Phase 1 

+Ae Restoration of the Seasonal Pond Area will begin in the south central 
portion of the Lowlands (see Figure 6.5) will be restored during as the 
first phase of restoration activities (RPA 1 A) because cleaning and 
weeding of the sjte can be underway prior to the natural depletion of oil 
operations in that area is scheduled for natural depletion in 1 998 2005. 
Excavation and grading activities will be conducted in an early phase 
(RPA 1 B) of wetlands restoration to create a full tidal system. When full 
tidal flushing has become est~blished in RPAs 1 B, muted tidal habitat 
will be created in RPA 1 C by removing the culvert plugs connecting 
RPAs 1 Band 1 C. As with the previous RPAs, oil producing wells and 
associated oil facilities will also have been removed. Sand from RPA 1 B 
will be used for the restoration of dune and associated coastal strand 
habitat on Rabbit Island (RPA 1 D). Restoration activities will include 
sand replenishment, weed eradication, and debris removal. The existing 
Full Tidal Area in·Outer Bolsa Bay will, in large part, be preserved (RPA 
1 E). Construction activities will be limited to grading existing and 
degraded habitat at the corner of PCH and Warner Avenue. 
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5. Changes to Wetlands Grading Plan (Figure 6.5) of the Wetlands Restoration 
Program 

Figure 6.5 of the Wetlands Restoration Program, which depicts the 
WETLANDS GRADING PLAN shall be modified to include the revised version . 
of the Wetlands Grading Plan dated January 19, 1995. ' 

6. Changes to Section 6.2.3 Detailed Wetlands Phasing Plan (Pages 6-13 to 6-
23) of the Wetlands Restoration Program 

6.2.3 Detailed Wetlands Phasing Plan 

Construction activities are projected to be conducted between 
September 1996 and December 1996, excluding the area around South 
Balsa Oil \IIJell 6 84. Construction aetivities around South Balsa Oil \"/ell 
S 64 are projoetod to be conducted bet'Neon September 2000 and 
December 2000. Tho Balsa 8" y.•et gas line and tho active commercially 
productive oil wells, associated injector wells and active pipelines. 
Roads not being used to service wells and pipelines will be removed. 
The removal of the remaining wells and pipelines will depend on natural 
oil depletion estimated to occur between 1998 and 2005. The Long 
Beach Gas Company 4-4-!!- 14" dry gas sales line will be relocated;-as 
necessary, te allow after construction of the associated northerly berm 
and buffer separating the Lowland development &REi from the wetland 
restoration af&a5 area. 

1 . Phasing Area 1 A: Seasonal Ponds 

Restoration operations consisting of site cleanup and weeding will 
proceed prior to and in association with the natural depletion of oil 
operations in this area. 

The timing of the completion of this The timing of the following 
phase will depend on natural oil depletion and removal of 
associated oil facilities by the oil operator. 

Construction activities are projected to be conducted between 
September 1 998 and December -+Q..Q.8. 2005: 

a. South Balsa oil wells 554, 564, ~. S52A, and injectors S611, 
5F3 and associated oil production facilities have been removed, 
will be phased out and the roads removed commencing in the 
year 1998 until 2005 or until a buyout of oil or the wells 
become economically viable. 
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2. Phasing Area 1 B: Full Tidal 

Construction activities are projected to be conducted between 
September 1998 and February 2000, with an interruption between· 
March 1999 and August 1999. The Bolsa 8" wet gas line anei the 
Long 8oach Gas Company 1 4" eiry gas saleslino will have boon 
rolooateei prior to eenstruotion: 8" gss line will hsve been removed 
from the So/sa Mesa, Wintersburg crossing, snd the proposed 
rerouting of the Wintersburg chsnnel into the Full Tidsl Area. The 
Long Beach Gss Compsny 14" dry gas ssles line will be relocated in 
phases and will have been relocsted from the Full Tidsl Ares prior 
to completion of the wetlands phssing area. 

a. Remove an idle producing well (State PRC 163 No. 1011 ), 
two idle wells (State PRC 163, Nos. 1006 and 1 007), and 
associated oil production facilities at the proposed Tieial Inlet 
Tidal Inlet location. 

b. Remove 8 injector and 4-8 18 oil producing wells along with 
associated oil production facilities. The injector wells to be 
removed are: South Bofsa Wells 5134, 51331, 593, 591, 
SC1, SC2, SC3, and S03. The oil producing wells to be 
removed are: South Bolsa Wells S 133, S 1 24E, S 1 22, 
S1120, SC103,SC102, SC101, S92-1,S92E, S91E, S83, 
S82, S82A, 581 A, 5081, and North Bolsa Strip Well 80, and 
North Bolsa 131 snd 131 A. 

c. · Realign pipelines onto Paoifie Coast 1-!ighway bridge across 
the Tidal Inlet. 

d. Construct Tieial Inlet Tidal Inlet leaving entrance plugged until 
all other improvements are completed Tidal Inlet construction 
includes PCH Bridge, traffic detour, bridge approaches, 
pipelines, revetments, sheetpife walls, jetties, dredging, and 
excavation. 

3. Phasing Area 1 C: Muted Tidal 

c. Reme•ve ~Jerth Salsa oil wells 1 a 1 , 1 a 1 A, 1 4 1 ana 1 4 1 A 
along with asseeiateei oil preeiuetien facilities, lo;•,·er oil roaeis, 
anei eliminate the oil brieige crossing at the EGGW Channel 
North So/sa wells 141 snd 141 A will continue to produce 
within the Muted Tidal sres snd pipelines rerouted scross the 
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flood gates until natural depletion or until oil buyout occurs. 
• Natural depletion is expected to occur in 2005. Oil buyout by 

the developer will occur when the access road is abandoned 
due to housing development on the northern portion of the 
So/sa Mesa. Cost will be born by the developer. 

7. Phasing Area 3A: Muted Tidal 

a. North 8olsa oil wells 122, 121 H, 121 A, 121 E, 111 E, and 
111 G, and 11 aA and associated oil production facilities have 
been removed. 

8. Phasing Area 38: Seasonal Ponds 

a. Oil well operator will have removed North 8olsa oil wells 50E, 
30, 30A, and· 20, along with South 8olsa oil wells SF-1, 
S61-E, S61-1, S41, S31, S31-E, S20A, aR&-SF5, S71 and 
S71A and associated oil production facilities. 

12. Phasing Area SA: Muted Tidal -. 
a. North 8olsa oil wells 111 A, 102M, 102, 1 02A, 1 02W, 101 H, 

101, 101A, 101E, 91E, 91A, 91, 81E, 81A, 8lF, 81, 71F, 
71H, 72, 72A, 71, 71A, 71E, 61A, 61G, 618, 61P, 61, 62E 
and 62A and associated oil production facilities have been 
removed. 

14. Phasing Area 5C: Seasonal Ponds 

The timing of the following phase will depend on natural oil 
depletion and removal of associated oil facilities by the oil operator. 

Construction activities are projected to be conducted between 
September 2015 and December 2015: 

a. North 8olsa oil wells 13, 13A, 12, 12A, 11 A, 11 8, 1 OA, 
10C, ~ 218, 21A, 21P, 21, 22A, 208, 30F, 31C, 31M, 
31 8, 31 A, 31, ~32P, 32G, a 2M, 32A, 338, 40F, 41 8, 
41 A, 41 M, 428, aM--41, 508, 51 A, 518, 51 E, 52E, 538, 60, 
608, and 60F and associated oil production facilities, will 
have been removed. 
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7. Changes to Section 4.1.6( 1.} Petroleur11 Resources (Page 21) of Appendix c. 

4. 1 . 6 Petroleum Resources 

1 . Monitoring Activities 

All active oil facilities, including, but not limited to, pipelines, 
connections, valves, well heads, cellars, vessels, pumps, and 
separators, will be inspected by the oil operator for potential oil 
spifls or leaks. Removal of the oil facilities (including wells, 
pumps, cellars, pads, pipelines, and electrical equipment), 
removal of oil service roads, and removal or remediation of any 
oil-impregnated soil will occur prior to the initiation of 
construction for each RPA. This will be the responsibility of the 
oil operator (or the restorer, if restoration is accelerated), 
depending upon the well and the construction schedule. £Juring 
the removal process, a qualified oil professional will be present 
to ensure that no foreign fluid is introduced into the RPAs. 

8. Changes to 5.1.2 Petroleum Resources {Page 34) of Appendix C 

5.1.12 Petroleum Resources 

1 . Monitoring Activities 

All active oil facilities, including, but not limited to, 
pipelines, connections, valves, well heads, cellars, 
vessels, pumps, and separators, will be inspected by the 
oil operator for potential oil spills and leaks. Removal of 
the oil facilities (including wells, pumps, cellars, pads, 
pipelines, and electrical equipment), removal of oil service 
roads, and removar or remediation of any oil-impregnated 
soil will occur prior to the beginning of construction for 
each RPA. This will be the responsibility of the oil 
operator or tt:.e restorer, depeneling upon tt:.e ;•,·ell and the 
oonstruetien sot:.edule. During the removal process, an oil 
professional will be present to ensure that no foreign fluid 
is introduced into the RPAs. 
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9. Changes to Mitigation Monitoring Program {from EIR 551) located in Appendix 
E (Pages 5 and 28). 

MM. Mitigation Measure, Project Design Feature or Standard Method of Timing of Responsible 
PDF or Condition Verification Verification Person 
SC No. ' 

Geology and Seismicity 

sc 2·5 The Proposed Project shall avoid construction of habitable Plan Check Prior to Manager, 
structures within the Alquist-Priolo S13eaial StCJEiiee ZaRes Recordation Development 
Exclusionary Zone. of the Final ServicesiEMA 

Tract Map 

Cultural Resources 

PDF +l:le PFejeaf ,o,I!IPiiaaAI! '"'•ill l:laYe ~l:le fwa pateAtial Field Prior to Manager, 
12·6 arel:laeelef~iaal sites iR tl:!e bewlaRel, ORA 1 aos aRel Monitoring Issuance of Harbors, 

1609, aAel t7he Lowland component of ORA·86,.wi// be Grading Beaches and 
tested by a County-certified archaeologist to determine Permit Parks/Program 
whether they represent unique or important cultural Planning 

If they are determined to be unique or important deposits. 
deposits, the County-certified archaeologist will 

Division 

recommend appropriate measures to be implemented by 
the Project Applicant which shall be implemented at the 
expense of the Project Applicant. If a data recovery 
program is required, it shall be completed prior to issuance 
of a grading permit for Lowland wetlands restorations . 
activities or Lowland urban development activities for 
these sites. The test program and the data recovery 
program shall be monitored by a qualified Native 
American. Reports on both the test program and the data 
recovery program, if one is required, will be prepared by a 
County-certified archaeologist documenting the testing 
and excavations that were performed, the cultural 
materials, if any, discovered, and analyzing the 
significance of the site. The report will be submitted to 
the UCLA Archaeological Information Center where they 
will be kept on file for reference by other archaeologists. 
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IX. FINDINGS FOR DENIAL OF THE COUNTY OF ORANGE'S 
LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 1-95, AND APPROVAL 
WITH MODIFICATIONS 

The Commission hereby finds and declares as follows. By reference the 
Commission hereby also adopts as findings the Background Section (Chapter IV) of 
this staff report. The following pages contain the specific findings for denial of the 
County of Orange's Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan Amendment 1-95, as submitted, 
and approval with modifications. 

A. RESOURCE RESTORATION AND CONSERVATION COMPONENTS 

CHAPTER 3 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

1. WETLANDS/BIOLOGICAL RESOURCE POLICIES 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

( 1 ) . 1986 Land Use Plan 

The 1 986 Land Use Plan (the "1986 LUP") allowed the construction of a marina in 
conjunction with restoration of degraded wetlands. The Plan provided for the 
establishment of 91 5 acres of fully functioning wetlands, 86 acres of 
environmentally sensitive habitat areas, and protective buffers between 
development and wetlands. Tidal influence for the wetlands was to be provided 
either throu~h a navigable ocean entrance near the intersection of Warner Avenue 
and Pacific Coast Highway or a non-navigable ocean entrance. If the non-navigable 
ocean entrance was constructed, ocean access for boats was to be through 
Huntington Harbour. The 1 986 LUP provided that the marina could include 
associated visitor serving commercial f~cilities and ancillary residential units. The 
1986 LUP allowed for ongoing oil production to continue if managed in a manner 
consistent with protection of biological resources. The phasing of wetland 
restoration would also have been influenced by the phase-out of existing oil 
production facilities in the Lowland. 

The 1986 LUP provided that wetlands restoration would be funded by the marina 
developers. The restoration program was to be developed in cooperation with the 
California Department of Fish and Game. Specific wetland restoration criteria 
included: 1) No habitat of endangered species could be disturbed until an 
equivalent area of high quality, fully functioning habitat had been established and 
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its maintenance assured; 2) the area of high functioning pickleweed saltmarsh 
could not be less than 200 acres at any time; 3) lowland development could not be 
initiated until the wetland restoration program was approved by all parties; 4) the 
area of functioning wetland could not fall below 852 acres, which was the number 
of wetlands acres that were degraded but viably functioning. Prior to any . 
development within the 852 acres, new wetlands had to be created and fully 
functioning (for each impacted acre 1.5 new acres would be created}; and 5} Prior 
to any land division or issuance of any grading permits or building permit on the 
Bolsa Chica Mesa, the landowner was required to either dedicate the lowland area 
or provide financial security in an amount sufficient to assure acquisition when 
restoration was initiated. 

(2). Land Use Plan Amendment 

The amended Land Use Plan provides for the establishment of an approximately 
1, 1 00 acre wetland ecosystem that includes approximately 998 acres of fully 
functioning wetlands, 65 acres of environmentally sensitive habitat area, and 37 
acres of buffer. Tidal influence is to be provided by construction of a non-navigable 
ocean entrance near the south end of the Balsa Chica Lowland. .. 
The wetlands restoration plan provides that the area of fully functioning wetlands 
shall not be less than 852 acres at any time and that fully functioning 
environmentally sensitive habitat shall not be less than 65 acres at any time. When 
development would adversely impact an environmentally sensitive habitat area, 
replacement habitat would be created. The Rabbit Island ESHA would not be 
adversely impacted by the proposed development. 

The Developer proposes to dedicate approximately 770 to 794 Lowland acres upon 
receipt of a Section 404 Permit from the Army Corps of Engineers; or, if the 
landowner voluntarily decides not to proceed with Lowland development (i.e. the 
landowner fails to pursue a Section 404 Permit and Coastal Development Permit}. 
Should the developer have the Section 404 Permit denied, Lowland dedication 
would not occur; however, Mesa development would be allowed. Financing 
wetland restoration of the wetlands would be accomplished through Lowland 
residential development. 

The wetland restoration program would be phased and would consist of six phases. 
Restoration Phases 1 and 2 would be initiated one year prior to initiating 
construction of residential development in the Lowland. Phases 1 and 2 would 
restore approximately 41 3 acres. Phase 3 through Phase 6 of the restoration effort 
would be linked to the natural depletion of oil reserves. Phases 3 through 6 would 
restore approximately 529 acres. 
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(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

Applicable Coastal Act policies for analyzing the conformance of the amended Land 
Use Plan are Section 30233, Section 30240, and Section 30411. These poljcies 
pertain to the protection of coastal marine and wetland resources. Section 3'o233 
restricts development in wetlands to eight limited uses. Section 30240 requires 
the preservation of environmentally sensitive habitat. Section 30411 authorizes the 
Department of Fish and Game to study degraded wetlands and to identify those 
degraded wetlands that can be feasibly restored in conjunction with a boating 
facility or other feasible means of restoration. 

(4). Coastal Act Consistency 

(a). Inadequate Development Setback on the Bolsa Chica Mesa 

Sections 30231 , 30233 and 30240 mandate that biological productivity of 
wetlands be maintained and where feasible enhanced. Urban development adjacent 
to wetland areas impairs the biological productivity of wetlands. In this case, 
2,400 residential units will be constructed on the Bolsa Chica Mesa adjacent to 
existing wetlands in the Lowlands. Impacts from residential development -that tend 
to impair biological productivity of wetlands include: disturbances to wildlife fro'm 
human activity, disruptive noise and lights, introduction of pollutants, loss of 
peripheral terrestrial habitat, introduction of non-native plants that reduce habitat 
value, and domestic pets. 

Buffers, transition zones, and development setbacks protect biological productivity 
from nearby urban development by providing the spatial separation necessary to 
preserve habitat values and transitional terrestrial habitat area. Spatial separation 
minimizes the adv~rse effects of human use and urban development on wildlife 
habitat value through physical partitioning. Buffers, transition zones, and 
development setbacks are upland open space areas that retain certain habitat 
values but also permit limited use such as passive recreation, and minor 
development such as trails and fences. 

As submitted, the amended Land Use Plan purports to provide a horizontal 100 foot 
buffer between the wetlands and the Mesa development. The Commission in its 
"Statewide Interpretive Guidelines" recommends a buffer which is at least 100 feet 
wide to provide the spatial separation necessary to maintain wetland values. 
However, the 100 foot buffer designated in the LCP in some areas includes 
wetlands. The area designated as buffer is measured through two different 
techniques. For the portion of the Mesa facing outer Bolsa Bay the buffer is 
calculated from the shared property line between the Koll Real Estate Group and the 
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Department of Fish and Game for a distance of 1 00 feet towards Outer Balsa Bay 
(see Figure 4.5 of the Wetlands Restoration Program). For the portion of the Mesa 
facing the Balsa Chica Lowlands, the buffer is measured from the Mesa's 5 foot 
MSL line towards the Lowland for a distance of 100 feet (see Figure 4.6 of the 
Wetlands Restoration Program). In some instances, Mesa residential develop,ment 
would be closer than the recommended 1 00 foot separation. Allowing ' 
development to encroach closer than the recommended 1 00 foot separation would 
allow the new urban development to adversely impact existing wetland habitats. 

However, the proposed development on the Mesa would be vertically separated 
from the Lowland wetlands because of the bluff. The Balsa Chica Mesa's bluff 
face is a variable slope that slants inland from it's base and ranges from 
approximately 20 to 50 feet in height. Vertical separation aids in limiting adverse 
impacts to the wetlands from urban development on the Mesa. Vertical separation 
achieves this by making travel up and down the bluff difficult. The elevation 
separation further shields the wildlife in the wetlands from disturbances created by 
noise and lighting generated on the Mesa. Moreover, the bluff face is sloped, 
which provides horizontal separation. This horizontal separation is variable as the 
angle of the slope is variable. The vertical component of the bluff face itself is not 
a sufficient buffer between the wetlands and the Mesa development. Further, since 
the amount of buffer at the base of the bluff is uncertain, a horizontal setback from 
the blufftop edge is_ necessary in combination with the vertical separation created 
by the bluff and the existing horizontal buffer to protect the existing and restored 
wetlands from residential development. Therefore, the Commission finds that 
Section 3.1.2 of the amended Land Use Plan is inadequate, as submitted, to 
implement the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act regarding the provision for the 
maintenance of habitat values. 

{b). Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Values Compromised 

Sections 30240 mandates that environmentally sensitive habitat be protected 
against any significant disruption of habitat values. The amended Land Use Plan, 
as submitted, allows the habitat values :Of the existing Eucalyptus grove ESHA on 
Balsa Chica Mesa to be relocated through establishment of a native tree habitat on 
the Huntington Mesa. This proposed habitat relocation to Huntington Mesa was 
also part of the 1986 Land Use Plan. 

The Eucalyptus grove is considered an ESHA solely because it provides habitat and· 
nest sites for a variety of raptors, particularly red-tailed hawks. The Department of 
Fish and Game in their report of "Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas at Bois a 
Chica" ( 1982) notes the presence of eleven raptor species. Species using the 
grove include the white tailed kite, marsh hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, Cooper's 
hawk, and osprey. Many of these raptors are dependent on the wetlands to obtain 
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their food. Bloom (1982) considered the Eucalyptus grove significant because it 
provided the only nesting habitat for tree nesting raptors in the vicinity of the 
wetlands. In 1985 the California Department of Fish and Game designated the 
Eucalyptus grove as an ESHA based on its value for nesting and roosting for a 
variety of raptors. 

Policy 1 of the amended Land Use Plan proposes the relocation of the Eucalyptus 
grove ESHA functions to Huntington Mesa by establishment of a 20 acre native 
tree and shrub ESHA on the Huntington Mesa. In its certification of the 1986 Land 
Use Plan, the Commission found that relocation of the habitat values of the 
Eucalyptus grove to the Huntington Mesa is consistent with Section 30240. The 
amended Land Use Plan does not change the plan to relocate the habitat values of 
the Eucalyptus grove. Though consistent with the 1 986 Land Use Plan, as 
submitted, Policy 1 fails to specify when the twenty acre native tree and shrub 
ESHA is to be created. A significant disruption of habitat values will occur if the 
Eucalyptus grove is removed before the twenty acre native tree habitat has been 
established. Bloom (1982) stated that the loss of the hunting perches used by both 
resident and migratory species would probably result in the loss of most of the 
breeding raptor population at Balsa Chica. Unless these raptor habitat functions are 
re-created on the Huntington Mesa prior to the removal of the Eucalyptu~ grove 
there will be an interim loss of habitat function. This loss will temporarily _adversely 
affect the value of Balsa Chica to provide habitat to support biodiversity and 
productivity. Therefore, the Commission finds that, as submitted, Policy 1 of the 
amended Land Use Plan is inadequate to implement Section 30240 of the Coastal 
Act regarding the preservation of habitat value. 

(c). Inadequate Mitigation For The Fill of Mesa Wetlands 

Bolsa Chica Mesa contains nearly 3 acres of wetlands according to Table E-2 of the 
Wetlands Restoration Program. The wetlands located on the Mesa consist of 
Warner Avenue Pond which is 1. 7 acres in size and small isolated pocket wetlands 
which total about .3 acres. Warner Avenue Pond contains some pickleweed and 
provides habitat for shallow feeders such' as mallard, American coot, and various 
herons. The Commission found the isolated pocket wetlands to qualify as wetlands 
under Coastal Development Permit 5-90-1143 due to the presence of wetland 
vegetation. Though, the Commission defines the pocket wetlands as wetlands 
based on the Commission's wetland delineation methodology, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, in 1 994, deleted the pocket wetlands as qualifying for "waters of the 
United States" designation based on their methodology which required the presence 
of all three wetland characteristics. The proposed construction of 2,400 residential 
units and the widening of Warner Avenue will result in the fill of these wetlands. 
This wetland fill raises concerns with Section 30233 of the Coastal Act. 
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Section 30233 of the Coastal Act mandates that habitat values shall be maintained 
and that mitigation be provided to minimize adverse environmental effects. The 
proposed fill of Mesa wetlands raises two concerns with Section 30233 of the 
Coastal Act. First, the anticipated fill of Warner Avenue Pond can be found 
consistent with Section 30233{a)(5) of the Coastal Act. The fill of Warner Avenue 
Pond can be found to be an allowable use under Section 30233(a)(5) since Warner 
Avenue (a public road) is proposed to be widened. Widening of an existing road to 
accommodate traffic is an incidental public service. The Bolsa Chica Local Coastal 
Program states that Warner Avenue will need to be widened with or without the 
buildout of Bolsa Chica Mesa. Regional growth is the driving force for widening of 
Warner Avenue. Following residential buildout of the Mesa, Warner Avenue Pond 
will become an isolated wetland area adversely impacted by adjacent urban 
development. Further, consistent with Section 30233, the widening of Warner 
Avenue when compared to building the Cross-Gap connector through the Lowlands 
is clearly preferable as the least environmentally damaging alternative. The 
Cross-Gap connector was approved in the 1 986 Land Use Plan as an arterial road 
to accommodate area traffic. The Cross-Gap connector, however, would have 
been built through the Bolsa Chica towlands which would have adversely affected 
the wetlands. By not building the Cross-Gap connector the integrity of the Bolsa 
Chica lowlands as wetland habitat is preserved and adverse impacts by adjacent 
urban development are minimized. However, adequate mitigation has not been 
proposed under the current Land Use Plan amendment to minimize the adverse 
environmental effects of Mesa wetland fill. 

Second, the fill of the remaining pocket wetlands on the Mesa for residential 
development is not an allowable use under Section 30233. These isolated pocket 
wetlands total approximately .3 acres. Fill of these isolated wetland can be found 
consistent with the Coastal Act utilizing the balancing provision of Section 30007.5 
of the Coastal Act. This finding is possible since buildout of the Mesa will leave 
very little remaining biological values for these small isolated wetlands due to the 
proximity of the residential buildings and the adverse environmental impacts 
associated with the homes; that is, human intrusion, domestic pet intrusion, 
introduction of pollutants from nearby development, noise and lighting. Further, 
concentrating residential development qn. the Mesa avoids adverse impacts to the 
Lowland and allows the Lowlands to be maintained as a wetland ecosystem. 

Though Section 30007.5 can be used to sanction the fill of the isolated pocket 
wetlands, a finding that the fill of the wetlands is the least environmentally 
damaging alternative and that adequate mitigation must still be made. If left on the 
Mesa, the wetlands would become isolated and would suffer loss of value for the 
reasons previously described. Therefore, the least environmentally damaging 
alternative requires that the wetland values be recreated in a site where wetland 
values can be recreated and would not be subject to the adverse impacts of urban 
development. Mitigating the adverse wetland impacts adjacent to another wetland 
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would be an alternative that would allow the maintenance of wetland valu~s. If the 
adverse impacts are mitigated by locating the mitigation site to an area adjacent to 
an existing wetland, mitigation will further the functioning of the wetland 
ecosystem by increasing its size. Section 30007.5 of the Coastal Act states: 

The Legislature further finds and recognizes that conflicts may occur between 
one or more policies of the division. The Legislature therefore declares that in 
carrying out the provisions of this division such conflicts be resolved in a 
manner which on balance is the most protective of significant coastal 
resources. In this context, the Legislature declares that broader policies 
which, for example, serve to concentrate development in close proximity to 
urban and employment centers may be more protective, overall, than specific 
wildlife habitat and other similar resource policies. 

Therefore, the Commission finds and determines under Section 30007.5, that on 
balance, concentrating development on the Mesa and mitigating the adverse 
impacts to the Mesa wetlands, in another location adjacent to an existing wetland, 
is more protective for the preservation of wetland values. 

Though the fill of Warner Avenue Pond can be found consistent with Section 
30233(a)(5) of the Coastal Act and the fill of the Mesa wetlands can be·found 
consistent with the Coastal Act by utilizing Section 30007 .5; the amended Land 
Use Plan, as submitted, lacks policies which assure that adverse impacts resulting 
from development will be mitigated. Missing are policies which would assure that 
the loss of the wetland habitat values would be mitigated through the creation of 
replacement wetland. Further, the Wetlands Restoration Program which is an 
implementing action of the amended Land Use Plan does not specifically identify 
mitigation sites for the Mesa wetlands nor does it identify minimum performance 
standards to assure that adequate mitigation has been provided. · 

Therefore, for the reasons cited above the Commission finds that, as submitted, the · 
amended Land Use is inadequate to implement the applicable policies of the Coastal 
Act regarding the provisions for adequate mitigation to minimize the adverse 
impacts of development. 
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b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

(1 ). Development Setback Resolves The Conflicts Between-Proposed 
Residential Development And The Wetlands 

The Commission has typically found that development must be setback at least 
1 00 feet from wetlands to insure that the wetlands are protected from the adverse 
impacts of adjacent urban development. The Commission established this policy 
with the adoption of the "Statewide Interpretive Guidelines" on December 16, 
1 981. The purposes of buffers, transition zones, and development setbacks are to 
minimize disturbance created by urban development on wetlands through spatial 
separation, to provide a transitional zone between natural habitat areas and urban 
development, and to provide visual screening. 

The Land Use Plan amendment, as submitted, purports to provide a horizontal 1 00 
foot, buffer. However, as described in the denial findings, the purported 100 foot 
buffer would not provide adequate spatial separation of Mesa development from the 
existing wetlands because the area designated as buffer contains wetlands and 
therefore the designated buffer does not establish _a 100 foot upland area between 
the wetlands and the Mesa development. The Bolsa Chica Mesa's bluff :face is a 
variable slope that slants inland from it's base and ranges from approximately 20 to 
50 feet in height. Vertical separation aids in limiting adverse impacts to the 
wetlands from urban development on the Mesa. Vertical separation achieves this 
by making travel up and down the bluff difficult. The elevation separation further 
shields the wildlife in the wetlands from disturbances created by noise and lighting 
generated on the Mesa. Moreover, the bluff face is sloped, which provides 
horizontal separation. This horizontal separation is variable as the angle of the 
slope is variable. A fifty foot horizontal setback from the blufftop edge in 
combination with the vertical separation created by the bluff will adequately buffer 
the Mesa from the existing wetlands. Accordingly, the biological productivity of 
the restored wetland areas will be protected from Mesa development. Thus the 
buffer functions provided by the LCP, with incorporation of the 50 foot blufftop 
setback, may be summarized as follows: 

• Visual Buffer to Minimize Visual Presence to Wildlife: vegetation screening 
and bluff elevations combine to protect nearby wildlife in the lowlands from 
the visual perception of human presence while still allowing more distant 
views from the public trail for educational/passive recreation purposes. 

• Physical Buffer to Minimize Human and Domestic Animal Intrusion into the 
Lowlands: fencing, slope and vegetation barriers . 
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• Noise Buffer: No adjacent roads, elevation and bluff setback, Mesa Park 
active use and parking areas located away from the bluff edge. 

• Access Regulation: Well-defined trail system with clear public use 
regulations, including limiting access near sensitive species sites during 
nesting season. : 

For the reasons cited above, the Commission finds that if the amended Land Use 
Plan is modified to include a 50 foot development setback from the blufftop edge 
both existing and restored wetlands will be protected consistent with Sections 
30231, 30233, and 30240 of the Coastal Act. 

To incorporate the bluff protection concepts discussed above, a new Policy 53 has 
been inserted to require that urban development on the Mesa will be setback fifty 
feet as measured horizontally inland from the bluff edge. This policy will also 
protect the bluff face by restricting urban development on the bluff face itself. 
Further, landscaping vegetation within the transition zone and development setback 
will be limited to drought tolerant native vegetation that will provide habitat value 
and visual compatibility with the adjacent wetlands. Public trails and low-intensity 
interpretive signage will be allowed on the bluff face. These two uses ar!! • 
consistent with maintenance of the bluff face as a buffer since it provides a 
transition zone with limited urban development in an open space area which retains 
some habitat value. 

The Commission finds that, only as modified is the Resource Restoration and 
Conservation Components chapter of the amended Land Use Plan consistent with 
the applicable Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act. 

(2). Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Values Preserved 

Section 30240 mandates that environmentally sensitive habitat be protected 
against any significant disruption of habitat values. The Eucalyptus grove is 
considered an ESHA because it provides -raptor habitat. Habitat value of the 
Eucalyptus grove are based on: areal extent, species diversity, nesting sites, and 
roosting opportunities. These same values can be provided by native trees and 
shrubs, which, therefore, can also function as raptor habitat. Policy 1 of the 
amended Land Use Plan has been modified to guarantee that the process of 
recreating the ESHA habit values on the Huntington Mesa by establishment of a 20 
acre native tree habitat is initiated prior to the removal of the Eucalyptus grove on 
the Balsa Chica Mesa. Policy 1 has been modified to require that the twenty acre 
native tree ESHA on Huntington Mesa will be planted prior to the issuance of the 
first coastal development permit that results in the elimination of the Eucalyptus 
grove. This includes the provision of roosting poles for raptors as an interim 
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measure to mitigate the short-term habitat loss until the native trees planted have 
time to grow. The native tree and shrub habitat planted will cover 20 acres which 
is nearly three times the areal extent of the existing 6.5 acre Eucalyptus grove, 
which is continuing to shrink in size and decline in habitat value. When fully 
functioning the 20 acre native tree and shrub habitat will provide significantly 
superior raptor habitat to the declining habitat values of the existing Eucalyptus 
grove, in addition to providing habitat for other species. 

To assure that habitat values are recreated, Policy 1 has also been modified to 
include the preparation of a mitigation plan. The mitigation plan will be prepared in 
coordination with the California Department of Fish and Game. Section 30411 of 
the Coastal Act designates the Department of Fish and Game as the State's 
principal agency responsible for the establishment and control of wildlife and 
fisheries management programs. Maintenance of the replacement ESHA will be 
guaranteed by the Master Developer for a period of five years. If the mitigation is 
deficient a remediation plan will be developed and implemented to resolve the 
deficiency. 

Implementation of this ESHA relocation is also consistent with the 1 986 Land Use 
Plan which provided for relocation of the ESHA values of the Eucalyptus grove to 
the Huntington Mesa. Further, relocation of the ESHA to Huntington Mesa is 
beneficial for three principal reasons. First, the Eucalyptus grove's suitability as 
habit is in decline. The trees in the Eucalyptus grove are dying. The grove is 
therefore losing habitat value. The ESHA originally covered 20.5 acres and is now 
down to 6.5 acres. As a consequence, "preservation" of the area in which the 
grove is located will not achieve long-term protection of habitat values pursuant to 
Coastal Act Section 30240. Second, Eucalyptus trees are not native to California 
and posses limited habitat value. The creation of a native tree and shrub habitat 
would restore historical habitat values. For example, upland passerine (song birds) 
are associated with wooded habitats such as those found in Huntington Central 
Park. Third, the relocated ESHA will be in Harriet Wieder Regional Park. The park 
would have significant open space adjacent to the wetlands which would be 
separated from urban development thereby minimizing adverse impacts to raptors 
and providing replacement foraging habitat lost through Mesa development. 

!" ,,. 

Therefore, the Commission finds for the reasons cited above that, as modified, 
Policy 1 of the amended Land Use Plan is adequate to implement Section 30240 of 
the Coastal Act regarding the preservation of ESHA habitat values. 
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(3). Mesa Wetland Fi'l Adequately Mitigated 

The denial findings discussed that, as submitted, the amended Land Use Plan 
policies allowing for fill of Warner Avenue Pond and the 0.3 acres of isolated 
pocket wetlands are inconsistent with Coastal Act Section 30233 because they do 
not insure that the fill is adequately mitigated. As discussed previously, the fill of 
Warner Avenue Pond is an allowable use under Section 30233{a)(5) because the fill 
is necessary to expand Warner Avenue in order to accommodate current traffic 
demands. Further, accommodating traffic without fill of Warner Avenue Pond · 
would require construction of the Cross-Gap Connector, which was included in the 
1 986 Land Use Plan and which would require fill of additional wetlands in the 
Lowland. Thus, the fill of Warner Avenue Pond is the least environmentally 
damaging alternative. The Land Use Plan policies allowing fill of Warner Avenue 
Pond are inconsistent with Coastal Act Section 30233 only to the extent that they 
do not insure that the fill of Warner Avenue Pond is adequately mitigated. 
Similarly, the fill of the isolated pocket wetlands is justified by balancing the 
Section 30233 prohibition of fill of wetlands with Section 30253 policy of 
concentrating development. Allowing the fill of these 0.3 acres of isolated 
wetlands, allows for development to be concentrated on the Mesa, thus preserving 
much of the Lowland wetlands. The policies of the Land Use Plan allowing fill of 
these isolated wetlands is inconsistent with the Coastal Act only to the extent th£t 
they do not provide for adequate mitigation of the fill of these wetlands. To bring 
the amended Land Use Plan into conformance with Coastal Act policies, 
modifications must be made to the amended Land Use Plan to provide adequate 
mitigation. To assure that adequate mitigation is provided for the fill of Mesa 
wetlands three performance standards must be provided. 

First, that mitigation be undertaken in close proximity to the wetlands that will be 
adversely impacted since it is easier to re-create habitat values in an adjacent site. 
Second, that the wetlands filled be mitigated at a ratio of 4:1 . The basis for 
imposing the 4: 1 ratio is that restoration is a less than perfect science, the 
restoration of full biological productivity usually takes many years, ant;f the 
additional acreage minimizes interim habitat loss. Thus the 4:1 mitigation ratio 
assures that habitat values are restored and that there is no net loss of wetland 
acreage. Third, that mitigation be undf:rtaken prior to or concurrent with the 
development creating the adverse impact to assure that the loss of interim habitat 
values is minimized and to assure that full restoration is achieved. 

To assure that the adverse impacts of Mesa Wetland fill are mitigated the 
Commission has added a new Land Use Plan policy to incorporate the provisions of 
Section 30233. This has been added as Policy 6 (County Policy 3.2.2.9). 
Additionally, a new regulation 2.2.25 has been added to the Planned Community 
Program to implement Policy 6 in such a manner that it clearly specifies that the 
adverse impacts of wetland fill will be mitigated at a ratio of 4: 1 and that mitigation 
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will be provided prior to or concurrent with the development creating the adverse 
impact. Further, this regulation requires that the restoration area for mitigation will 
be in the adjacent Lowlands, unless the Lowlands are sold and the new owner does 
not wish to make the site available. Should a new owner of the Balsa Chica 
Lowlands not allow the Lowlands to be used for Mesa wetland mitigation, a new 
mitigation site must be found. Regulation 2.2.25 also requires that the fill of 
Warner Avenue Pond will only be allowed if it is found consistent with Section 
30233 of the Coastal Act. This regulation reflects that the Commission has found 
that the fill of Warner Avenue Pond is an allowable use under Coastal Act Section 
30233(a)(5) but is consistent with the Coastal Act Section 30233 only if the fill is 
adequately mitigated. 

Only as modified to insure that the fill of Warner Avenue Pond and the isolated 
pocket wetlands are adequately mitigated is the Resource Restoration and 
Conservation Components chapter of the amended Land Use Plan consistent with 
the applicable Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act. 

(4). Lowland Residential Development Necessary To Fund The Wetlands 
Restoration Program · • 

Section 30233 and Section 3041 1 of the Coastal Act define the development and 
restoration opportunities that can be undertaken in wetlands. Section 30233 of the 
Coastal Act defines eight wetland uses that can be undertaken provided that there 
is no feasible less environmentally damaging alternative, and that feasible mitigation 
measures have been provided to minimize adverse environmental effects. Further, 
Section 30411 {b) of the Coastal Act, in conjunction with Section 30233(a)(3), 
allows development in a degraded wetland identified by the Department of Fish and 
Game provided that a substantial portion of the wetland is restored and maintained 
as highly productive wetland. The Department of Fish and Game, in 1 981 found 
that Balsa Chica Lowlands were a severely degraded wetland system in need of 
restoration ( see excerpts form the 1981 Fish and Game Determination on Section 
30411 on page 1 03). The amended Lamd Use Plan proposes to achieve substantial 
restoration through the construction of 900 residential units in the Lowland to fund 
the $48 million dollar restoration effort. Sections 30230 and 30231 of the Coastal 
Act mandate that marine resources, biological productivity, and water quality be 
maintained and where feasible restored. Discussed below is the analysis which 
demonstrates that the amended Land Use Plan satisfies the requirements of 
Sections 30230, 30231, 30233 and 30411 of the Coastal Act. 
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(a). Section 30233 and Section 30411 Analysis 

Section 30233(a)(3) of the Coastal Act. states: 

(a) The diking, filling, or dredging of open coastal waters, wetlands, estuaries, and 
lakes shall be permitted in accordance with other applicable provisions of this division, : 
where there is no feasible less environmentally damaging alternative, and li,'here 
feasible mitigation measures have been provided to minimize adverse environmental 
effects. and shall be limited to the following: ... (3) In wetland areas only, entrance 
channels for new or expanded boating facilities; and in a degraded wetland. identified 
by the Department of Fish and Game pursuant to subdivision {b) of Section 304!1, for 
boating facilities if, in conjunction with such boating facilities, a substantial portion of 
the degraded wetland is restored and maintained as a biologically productive wetland. 
The size of the wetland area used for boating facilities, including berthing space, 
turning basins, necessary navigation channels, and any necessary support service 
facilities, shall not exceed 25 percent of the degraded wetland.... · 

Section 30411 (b) of the Coastal Act states: 

(b) The Department of Fish and Game, in consultation with the commission and the 
Department of Boating and Waterways, may study degraded wetlands and identify 
those l-rhich can most feasibly be restored in conjunction with development of a 
boating facility as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 30233. Any such study shall 
include consideration of all of the following: 

(1) Whether the wetland is so severely degraded and its natural processes so 
substantially impaired that it is not capable of recovering and maintaining a high 
level of biological productivity without major restoration activities. 

(2) Whether a substantial portion of the degraded wetland, but in no event less than 75 
percent, can be restored and maintained as a highly productive wetland in conjunction 
with a boating facilities project. 

(3) Whether restoration of the wetland's ncttural values, including its biological 
productivity and wildlife habitat features, can most feasibly be achieved and 
maintained in conjunction with a boating facility or whether there are other feasible 
ways to achieve such values. 

The Commission can certify the amended Land Use Plan policies allowing the 
residential development in the Lowlands only if it finds that it conforms with the 
Coastal Act. Section 30233(a)(3) and Section 30411 (b) are the two Coastal Act 
Sections which apply. These policies work in conjunction with each other. The 
requirements of Section 30233(a)(3) and 30411 (b) are summarized below. 
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• That there is no feasible less environmentally damaging 
alternative. 

• That feasible mitigation measures that minimize adverse 
impacts hove been provided. 

• That the wetland be identified as degraded by the 
Deportment of Fish and Game and that the wetland is so 
severely degraded and its natural processes ore so 
substantially impaired that it is not capable of recovering 
and maintaining a high level of biological productivity 
without a major restoration effort. 

• That a substantial portion of the degraded wetland be 
restored and maintained as a biologically productive 
wetland. Whether restoration of the wetland's natural 
values can be most feasibly achieved in conjunction with a 
booting facility, or whether there are other feasible ways to 
achieve such values . 

• 

Wetland Designated as Degraded: The California Department of Fish and Game 
released on December 11 , 1 981 its report NDepartment of Fish and Game 
Determination on the Status of the Bolsa Chica Wetlands". This report meets the 
requirements specified in Section 30233(a)(3) and Section 30411 (b) for a 
determination that the Balsa Chica Lowland is a wetland system that is so severely 
degraded and its natural processes are ~'? substantially impaired that it is not 
capable of recovering without a major restoration effort. The report states "For 
purposes of PRC Section 30411 (b), the Department specifically finds that while the 
686 acres of degraded wetlands are not severely degraded, the 1,000 acre wetland 
system (consisting of the union of 616 acres of existing wetlands and 384 acres of 
restorable historical wetlands outside State ownership) is, when viewed as a whole, 
so severely degraded that it is in need of major restoration. " Though the study 
identified that 384 acres were restorable, it also identified that 440 acres of historic 
wetlands are so severely degraded that their natural processes were impaired to the 
point that they no longer function as wetlands. The 440 acres of historic wetlands. 
consist of 250 acres of roads and pads, 70 acres of agricultural land, and 120 
acres of upland. 
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In October 1992 Macdonald, Feldmeth, and Henrickson issued a report titled "Bolsa 
Chica 1970-1992: Status of Habitats Over the Past Twenty Years". This study . 
confirmed that the physical environment and biology of the Bolsa Chica Lowland 
have changed in the past twenty years. In general, changes have been beneficial 
seaward of the Ecological Reserve dike and detrimental landward of the dike.! The 
decline in habitat value landward of the dike, according to the report, is attributable 
to the creation of the Fish and Game dike which has prevented the movement of 
fresh ocean water. As a consequence, the inland habitats have become 
increasingly isolated, have been invaded in some cases by non-native plants, and 
are now dependent on stormwater and urban runoff for their water supply. This 
has lead to declining water quality and increasing eutrophication. These physical, 
chemical, and biological changes, in turn, have had other biological consequences 
such as the extirpation of two native fish species, a decline in the size of the 
Eucalyptus grove, and reduced nest-site availability for ground nesting waterbirds. 
The report concluded that without remedial action, further habitat degradation can 
be expected to continue into the future. 

Based on the Department of Fish and Game's severely degraded wetlands 
determination and the follow-up study by Macdonald, Feldmeth, and Henrickson; 
the Commission finds that the Bolsa Chica Wetlands are degraded and th-at their 
natural processes are so substantially impaired that they are not capable of 
recovering without major restoration. 

Resjdentja! Development js Another Other Feasible Method of Achjeyjng 
Restoration: The issue that the Commission must address in approving wetland 
restoration concerns the two part requirement of Section 30411 (b)(3). The first 
part of Section 30411 (b)(3) allows restoration to be undertaken in conjunction with 
a boating facility. The second part of Section 30411 (b)(3) allows other feasible 
ways to achieve restoration. 

The proposed a!'llended Land Use Plan does not authorize construction of a marina. 
Section 30411 (b)(3) states, in part, "can most feasibly be achieved and maintained in 
conjunction with a boating facility or whether-there are other feasible ways to achieve such 
values". Instead the wetland restoration program will be funded through the 
construction and sale of 900 residential units in the Lowland. Section 30411 (b)(3) 
clearly requires that restoration must be achieved in conjunction with a boating 
facility unless there are other feasible means of achieving restoration. Section 
30108 of the Coastal Act defines "feasible" to mean capable of being 
accomplished in a successful manner with a reasonable period of time, taking into 
account economic, environmental, social, and technological factors. 

To address the feasibility of a marina serving as the basis for restoration, the 
County of Orange from 1986 to 1990 reviewed a variety of studies and 
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participated in various planning efforts. The Bolsa Chica Planning Coalition 
(Coalition) was organized in 1988 to review the development options at Bolsa 
Chica. Executive members of the Coalition were the Amigos de Bolsa Chica/ the 
California State Lands Commission, the City of Huntington beach, The County of 
Orange, and Signal Landmark (the major landowner at the time}. In May 1989, the 
Coalition, (after consultation with a wide variety citizen groups) adopted a land use 
plan concept. The adopted concept plan, eliminated the marina and navigable 
ocean entrance. ·The Coalition concluded that the marina development was no 
longer economically or technically feasible, that the boating facility would have 
greater environmental impacts than residential development alone, and that less 
intense development would result in greater restoration with less adverse 
environmental consequences. Based the follow-up studies prepared for the 
confirmation requirements of the 1986 Land Use Plan, the County of Orange 
determined that the construction of a major marina, either through a direct ocean 
entrance or through a Huntington Harbour connection was economically and 
socially infeasible. 

The County of Orange re-evaluated the marina concept in its CEQA environmental 
review ( 1 994) and concluded that the marina would be economically and 
technically infeasible as well as infeasible because of political and community 
opposition to the density of urban development and various commercial and 
residential uses proposed. The County formalized the infeasiblity of a marina 
through adoption of Resolution 94-1341 passed on December 14, 1 994. 
Resolution 94-1 341 related to the submission of the Bolsa Chic a Local Coastal 
Program and stated that: NWHEREAS, as a result of the subsequent studies the 
County has determined that the marina element approved in the 1986 Land Use 
Plan is no longer feasible and that a wetlands restoration plan incorporating a 
non-navigable tidal inlet similar to the Secondary Alternative approved by the 
Coastal Commission in 1986 would have less environmental impacts and be more 
feasible than the 1986 Land Use Plan Preferred Alternative with the marina;". 
Accordingly, the Commission finds that construction of a marina in the Lowlands is 
infeasible. 

Given the infeasibility of a marina, the residential development qualifies as a more 
feasible method of achieving restoration with fewer environmental impacts. The 
proposed residential development is a feasible method of achieving restoration since 
the construction and sale of the Lowland residential units would fund the 
restoration program and allow it to be implemented. The dredging operation would 
create the conditions necessary to restore tidally influenced habitat values. This 
dredging operation and the non-navigable tidal inlet (including the submission of a 
wetlands restoration program) complies with Sections 30230 and 30231 of the 
Coastal Act which promote the maintenance and restoration of marine resources, . 
water quality, and biological productivity. The dredged fill would then have a 
secondary use as a foundation material for the residential development. The failure 
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to implement a restoration program would result in continued degradation of the 
Bolsa Chica wetlands. 

The current proposal, when compared to the two alternatives certified by the 
Commission in 1986, is environmentally superior for three principal reasons. First, 
it eliminates some uses that are incompatible with wetland restoration objectives. 
The C!Jrrent proposal would eliminate project elements such as the Cross-Gap 
Connector and the relocation of Pacific Coast Highway and their attendant impacts 
on wetlands and ESHAs. The 900 foot wide navigable ocean inlet under the 1986 
Plan would have resulted in a significant loss of recreational beach because of its 
width and its location in a prime area of the beach. The current proposal will have 
less adverse impacts to the beach since it places the non-navigable ocean inlet 
away from the heavily used portion of Balsa State beach and it is narrower being 
only 250 feet wide. 

Under the 1986 Plan, Rabbit Island would have been removed to make room for the 
navigable ocean inlet and the marina commercial development. The Rabbit Island 
ESHA encompasses approximately 51 acres. Rabbit Island is considered an ESHA 
based on the fragile nature and rarity of undisturbed coastal dunes, the presence of 
wetland habitats, and baccharis scrub all of which supports upland and some 
wetlands species of birds. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (1982) stated that 
Rabbit Island provides valuable resting, roosting, foraging, and nesting habitat for a 
number of species. These species include the great blue heron, black-crowned 
night heron, short-eared owl, northern harrier, Belding's savannah sparrow, and 
mallard. Passerine species seen in the grasslands include the western meadowlark 
and song sparrow (Chambers Group 1992). Rabbit Island is·the only area within 
Bolsa Chica that provides suitable nesting habitat for the short-eared owl and the 
northern harrier. In contrast with major impacts on the Rabbit Island ESHA 
necessitated by the relocation of Pacific Coast Highway under the 1 986 Land Use 
Plan. The current proposal preserves Rabbit Island as an ESHA. 

Second, the reduction in development density allows this alternative to be 
environmentally superior since it would result in greater wetland restoration. Under 
the 1986 Land Use Plan, the wetland restoration program would result in 91 5 acres 
of wetlands. The amended Land Use Plan proposes to establish a larger wetland 
containing a minimum of 1 ,000 acres. The total wetland ecosystem when restored 
will total approximately 1 , 1 00 acres. 

Third, it is environmentally superior since the adverse impacts associated with high 
density urban development would be reduced through less intensive urban 
development with a corresponding reduction in collateral adverse environmental 
impacts. Less intensive urban development results in both less hardscape and less 
human intrusion and use of the wetlands. Less intensive residential development 
allows the placement of the Lowland residential homes to be located primarily on 
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severely degraded inland areas adjacent to existing residential development, thereby 
maximizing contiguous wetland habitat. In contrast, the "1986 Land Use Plan-. 
would have allowed a major marina, commercial recreation facilities and residentia_l 
development in the Lowlands. 

When compared to the current proposal, human use of the wetlands in assoCiation 
with a marina would have adverse impacts attributable to boating, such as: habitat 
interference, water quality problems associated with boating (anti-fouling paint and 
fuel), adverse impacts to shoreline processes, and litter. Increased human use of 
the area would generate adverse impacts in the form of light, noise, air pollution, 
pets, and increased traffic. The EIR estimates that a marina development would 
generate approximately 66,500 vehicle trips per day on an average workday. This 
increase in vehicle trips per day is approximately 1 00% more than the proposed 
project. The amended Land Use Plan, through less intensive development, 
minimizes these adverse impacts. 

Further, the proposed Land Use Plan amendment, since it would be less dense than 
a commercial marina development, would have fewer impacts on visual resources 
and -less land form alterations. This would minimize the adverse impacts associated 
with urban development by creating opportunities to m~nimize the development 
footprint and concentrate residential development area adjacent to existing 
development. Since the proposed plan will not maximize urban development at the 
expense of the environment, the proposed Land Use Plan amendment is superior at 
integrating human use of the area with the preservation of habitat values in the 
wetlands. Further, the Koll Real Estate Group states that the proposed 
development is the minimum development necessary to fund the wetland 
restoration program. 

The reduction in the intensity of development and the increased restoration to be 
accomplished is clearly beneficial to the Balsa Chica Lowlands. The Commission 
finds that the amended Land Use Plan is a superior alternative and qualifies as 
another "feasible way" under Section 30411 {b) to achieve the goals of Coastal Act 
for promoting the restoration of wetland~_and maximizing the wetlands to be 
enhanced. This determination is also consistent with the Commission's Statewide 
Interpretive Guidelines (pages 55-56) which describes the requirements applicable 
to restoration of degraded wetlands using projects other than a boating facilities. 

Substantial Restoration Is Achieved: Section 30411 (b){2) requires that a 
substantial portion (but in no event less than 75 percent) of the degraded wetland 
be restored and maintained as a highly productive wetland. Under existing 
conditions the total wetland acres (as waters of the United States) is estimated at 
approximately 903 acres based on the 1 989 Environmental Protections Agency's 
study. However, approximately 236 acres of wetland are in the State Ecological 
Reserve under the jurisdiction of the Department of Fish and Game. This leaves 
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approximately 667 acres under the ownership of the developer who is proposing· 
the residential development in the Lowland.· This figure (667 acres) will be used as 
the basis for determining if a substantial portjon of the wetland is proposed for 
restoration. 

Lowland residential development will result in the fill of between 1 04 to 1 20: acres 
of wetland depending on the wetland delineation criteria used 1

• Based on the 104 
acre fill, approximately 84 percent of the wetlands would not be impacted by 
Lowland development. Based on the 120 acres of wetland fill, 82 percent of the 
wetlands would not be impacted by the Lowland development. Wetland impacts 
will range from 1 6 to 18 percent. Further, the developer proposes to replace the 
filled wetlands and to convert approximately 127 acres of upland to wetland. This 
would result in an increase of 1 9 percent in total wetland area based on the 667 
acres owned by the developer. Based on the entire 903 acres of existing wetland 
the 127 acre increase would be a 14 percent increase. Based on these figures, the 
County of Orange clearly meets the criteria of limiting wetland loss to a maximum 
of 25 percent of the impacted wetland since less than 25 percent of the wetland is 
impacted. 

To meet the substa_ntial restoration and nTaintenance objectives of Section 
30411 (b), the County of Orange has pledged to enhance and maintain ttie wetland 
and associated upland to provide a highly productive wetland system just over 
1,100 acres. This involves the removal of filled material which will restore tidal 
influence to historic wetlands. The Department of Fish and Game in their 1 981 
study concluded that the removal of 384 acres of fill in historic wetlands 
constituted substantial restoration. The developer has also agreed to dedicate the 
portion of the Lowland not used for residential development to a public agency 
which will place the wetlands into public ownership. 

Consistent with the overall wetlands restoration goals of the 1986 LUP, the goals. 
of the Wetlands Restoration Plan defined in the LCP are as follows: 

• Halt the decline in wetland habitat. t- .... 

• Re·create the historic ocean inlet and tidal influence, with resulting habitat 
benefits as articulated in the 1981 COFG determination 

• Increase the diversity and quality of natural habitats. 

The difference between the 104 and 120 acreage figure is based on different wetland delineation methodologies. . 

The 1 04 acre figure is based on using the presence of all three wetland delineation criteria to define a wetland 

area. This method is used by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The 120 acre figure is based on using any one of 

the three wetland delineation criteria for defining a wetland area. This method is used by the Coastal Comm•ssion. 
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• Expand habitat for rare and endangered species. 

• Improve water quality. 

• Provide opportunities for managed public educational/passive recreation 
access. 

To guide implementation of the restoration program, the County of Orange 
submitted a wetland restoration program. This plan contains a wide variety of 
performance objectives, a maintenance program, and monitoring requirements to 
insure that the goals of the restoration program are achieved. This implementation 
plan would be funded through the construction and sale of Lowland residential 
housing. When complete, the restoration effort would result in just over 1,100 
acres of fully functioning wetlands with associated ESHAs at Rabbit island, the 
dune area and the ESHA creation area in Harriet Wieder Regional Park (additional 
upland habitat support areas will be provided by the Regional Park.). See Figure 9 
on pa·ge 114 which summarizes the changes in habitat resulting from the Wetlands 
Restoration Program. The Wetlands Restoration Plan consists of five major 
elements, each of which provides for major habitat protection, enhancell'\ent and 
restoration benefits: 

• A new direct ocean outlet to restore tidal action, with major benefits for 
water quality. 

• The restoration of a tidally influence coastal wetland system will restore 
historic tidal estuarine conditions to large areas of the Balsa Chica lowlands. 

• Pickleweed habitats will be restored 

• Seasonal ponds and wetlands wifl be enhanced 

• ESHA's will be protected and provided with physical contiguity with the 
existing ecological reserve as a result of the flood control channel relocation. 

The central element of the restoration program which insures that substantial 
restoration would be achieved and maintained is the construction of a tidal inlet. 
The tidal inlet will provide substantial improvement through the introduction of 
ocean water to the interior of the wetland. Currently the residence time for water 
subject to tidal action is estimated to be 28 days. The new tidal inlet will reduce 
the residence time of water (in the tidally influenced wetlands) to about 3 days. 
According to Dr. Michael Josselyn, a residence time of about seven days or less 
must be achieved in tidally influenced wetlands to promote biological productivity. 
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Thus the proposed tidal inlet, since it will provide the ocean water to promote 
biological productivity, will be a substantial project component for restoring and 
maintaining the wetlands (see E~hibit B). 

Finally, it should noted that under Section 30411 (b)(2) the County of Orange could 
impact a total of 25 percent of the wetland provided that the remainder of tl!e 
wetland was fully restored. The County of Orange has not proposed to impact the 
full 25 percent of the wetland, but only about 16-18 percent. Further, the County 
of Orange has proposed to create ari additional 1 27 acres of new wetland out of 
upland so that there would be a net increase in the quantity of wetlands. The 
following specific habitat benefits result from the restoration of direct tidal action: 

• Significant restoration of habitat and water quality conditions for marine and 
estuarine fish. 

• Significant increase in biodiversity. 

• Creation of an aquatic regime that promotes a self-sustaining and resilient 
ecosystem. 

• Improvement in water quality by providing the highest water quality feasible, 
with a significaQt improvement in the residence time of tidal waters in the 
existing CDFG Ecological Reserve and optimal residence times in the newly 
restored wetland areas. 

Bird Species will also benefit from the Wetlands Restoration Plan. Habitat benefits 
provided by the Wetlands Restoration Plan for the following species are set forth in 
Section 3.1 of the LCP under "Endangered Species Considerations:" California 
least tern, California Brown Pelican, Western Snowy Plover, Elegant Tern, Light
Footed Clapper Rail, Peregrine Falcon and Belding's Savannah Sparrow. 

For the reasons described above, the Commission finds, as required by Section 
30411 (b)(2) that a substantial portion ot lhe degraded wetland will be restored and 
maintained as a high quality biologically productive wetland. The LCP program for 
restoring tidal flushing in the Bolsa Chica lowlands and thereby restoring and 
maintaining historic marine habitat is supported by and furthers the policies of 
Coastal Act Sections 30230 and 30231. Accordingly, the LCP Wetlands 
Restoration Plan constitutes "major restoration" for purposes of Coastal Act 
Sections 30411 and 30233. 

No Feasible Less Environmentally Damaging Alternative Exists: Section 
30233(a)(3) requires that a project involving wetland fill demonstrate that there are 
no feasible less environmentally damaging alternatives. To evaluate potential 
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alternati"!'e development proposals, the County of Orange prepared an 
environmental impact report in 1994. As a first step, the County of Orange 
identified a total of 35 development scenarios. Twenty-five of the development 
alternatives were dropped from further consideration. Many of these alternatives 
were dropped because they were considered variations of the ten remaining . 
alternatives, or because they were not considered feasible. The ten remaining 
alternatives included the proposed Land Use Plan, a llno-projectll alternative, plus 
eight alternatives that ranged from restoration only to more intensive urban 
development than currently proposed. Following is a brief discussion of why the 
proposed Land Use Plan amendment is the most feasible less environmentally 
damaging alternative. 

The llno project" alternative is not feasible since remedial action is needed to 
restore the degraded wetlands. In 1 981 the Department of Fish and Game 
determined that the Bolsa Chica Wetlands were degraded and in need of major 
restoration. Follow-up studies support the need for initiating restoration as soon as 
possible. For example, the study by Macdonald, Feldmeth, and Henrickson ( 1992) 
concluded that the Bolsa Chica Wetlands are continuing to degrade and are in need 
of restoration. Macdonald, Feldmeth, and Henrickson believe that the decline in 
habitat value at Bois a Chica is the result of diking which has cut off tidal _influence. 
In the report ""Comparative Analysis of the Balsa Chica LCP Direct Tidal ln[et 
Alternative and The Huntington Harbour Connection Alternative for Wetlands 
Restoration at Balsa Chica" by Josselyn (April 1995) the report states that the 
maximum residence time for healthy water quality in an estuarine environment is 
seven days. The existing residence time .is approximately 28 days or 4 times longer 
than what is considered healthy for supporting wetland habitat. Finally, the 
submitted Land Use Plan amendment states that the Eucalyptus grove has declined 
from 17 acres in 1970 to 6.5 acres in 1992 thus reducing its habitat value. Since 
the uno-project~~ alternative would result in continued degradation of the wetlands, 
the wetlands would not be transferred into public ownership, and the objective of 
restoring the wetlands would not be achieved, the Commission believes that the 
"no-project" alternative is not a feasible alternative that should be sanctioned . . 
Several alternatives evaluated in the EIR were less intense in terms of urban 
development than the current Land Use Plan amendment under evaluation. These 
alternatives included preserving the lowlands in open space and limiting residential 
development to the Mesa. These alternatives {like the "no-project" alternative) are 
not feasible since the objectives of wetland restoration and the transfer of the 
Lowlands into public ownership would not be achieved. The alternatives that avoid 
Lowland development, though they would maintain the wetlands in open space, are 
not feasible since a funding source for implementing wetland restoration does not 
exist and these alternatives would not result in the wetlands being transferred into 
public ownership. For example, in late 1995 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles proposed to buy the Bolsa Chica 
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. . 
Lowlands from the Koll Real Estate Group, but the funds necessary for acquisition 
were not .available. · For the reasons cited above, the Commission ftnds that 
alternatives which do. not involve development on the Lowlands, even though they 
would preserve the lowlands in open space, are not feasible since the wetlands 
would continue to degrade as described in the "no-project" analysis. Further, none 
of these alternatives would result in the transfer of the Lowland to public ownership 
which is a necessity to achieve preservation in perpetuity. 

Several alternatives evaluated in the EIR were more intense in terms of urban 
development than the current Land Use Plan amendment under evaluation. Though 
feasible, alternatives proposing greater urban development would result in 
unnecessary adverse environmental impacts. One alternative analyzed by the EIR 
was Alternative G which proposed the construction of a marina and 4,286 
residential dwelling units. This project is very similar to the previously certified 
1986 Land Use Plan. 

Increased adverse impacts would be derived from increased development density, 
greater human use of the area, incompatibility with adjacent development, and 
adverse impacts to the wetlands. For example, increased development ·density 
would result in a greater population density and urban development surrounding the 
fragile wetlands. The marina would create adverse impacts through boating 
activities that could disturb wildlife, discharge toxic hydrocarbons into the· 
wetlands, and litter thrown overboard. This alternative would also adversely effect 
local recreational opportunities since the proposed park acreage would fall 1 0.4 
acres short of County requirements. 

The lowland residential development allowed in the LCP will have much less 
environmental impacts than a marina, comparable to that in the 1986 Land Use 
Plan, with associated commercial and residential development while at the same 
time providing for restoration of the wetlands. The major landowner has identified 
the level of residential development necessary to fund the wetlands restoration. 
Since higher density alternatives are not environmentally superior, they do not 
comply with Coastal Act mandates for preserving ahd enhancing environmental 
values. Environmental benefits from a scaled back development proposal 
represented by the current LCP include: a smaller tidal inlet with less loss of 
recreational sand to Bolsa Chica State Beach, less impact on shoreline process, and 
preservation of Rabbit Island. Thus the adverse impacts associated with high 
density development are not required to achieve restoration ·of the wetlands. 
Therefore, the Commission finds that high density development is not the least 
environmentally damaging feasible alternative. 

The Commission compared the land use and habitat components of four restoration 
alternatives with a direct tidal inlet: ( 1) the 1986 LUP Coastal Commission 
Secondary Alternative; (2) the 1 989 Bolsa Chica Pl~nning Coalition Concept Plan; 
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(3) the 1990 Coastal Conservancy Wetlands Restoration Plan 38 ; and (4) the 1996 
County of Orange Balsa Chica LCP. These. plans are shown in Chapter Two of the 
Land Use Plan amendment. The 1996 County LCP distinctly resembles, builds 
upon and improves upon the prior three alternatives. The Commission finds that 
the 1996 LCP provides for the least amount of lowland development, the greatest 
amount of wetland protection and restoration and the greatest level of protection 
and restoration of ESHAs. 

For the reasons cited above, the Commission finds that, the amended Land Use 
Plan, as conditioned through suggested modifications, is the most feasible less 
environmentally damaging alternative since it is the minimum development 
necessary to achieve substantiaL comprehensive wetland restoration and dedication 
of the Lowland into public ownership. 

Feasible Mitigation Measures Have Been Provided: Section 30233(a){3) requires 
that a project involving wetland fill document that feasible mitigation measures 
have been incorpo.rated into the project design to minimize adverse impacts created 
by the project. The proposed residential development will result in adverse 
environmental impacts such as the fill of between 1 04 to 1 20 acres of wetland 
(depending on the wetland delineation criteria used2

) To meet the obligation of 
providing feasible mitigation measures, the County of Orange has proposed a 
wetlands restoration program to address this concern. This plan contains ·a wide 
variety of performance objectives, a maintenance program, and monitoring 
requirements to insure that the goals of restoration program are achieved. This 
implementation plan would be funded through the construction and sale of Lowland 
residential housing. When complete, the restoration effort would result in just over 
1, 1 00 acres of fully functioning wetlands and associated upland habitat. See 
Types below. Principal elements of the wetlands restoration program meeting this 
obligation include: the restoration of filled wetlands, the creation of approximately 
127 acres of new fully functioning wetlands, enhancing existing habitat values, and 
constructing an ocean inlet to provide ocean water to the tidally influenced 
wetlands. For the reasons stated in the previous section, the ocean inlet would 
substantially improve water quality and water quantity for the restored wetlands. 

2 

!·-

The difference between the 104 and 120 acreage figure is based on different wetland delineation methodologies. 

The 104 acre figure is based on using the presence of all three wetland delineation criteria to define a wetland 

area. This method is used by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The 120 acre figure is based on using any one of 

the three wetland delineation criteria for defining a wetland area. This method is used by the Coastal Commission. 
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Figure 9: PROPOSED NET CHANGE IN HABITAT TYPES 

Bolsa Chica Wetlands Restoration Program 
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The Wetlands Restoration Program also provides mitigation of potential adverse 
effects from the restoration actions themselves through a funded "Monitoring and 
Maintenance Program" including the following: 

• Baseline conditions have been documented to establish habitat and species 
parameters for LCP monitoring. 

• Construction monitoring and habitat/species protection measures have been 
incorporated. 
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• Post-construction monitoring will: ( 1) following the implementation of each 
phase of restoration; (2) incorporate hydrologic, water quality and biological 
components and (3) provide a long-term restoration data base. 

• Provisions are made for assuring the implementation of necessary remedial 
actions. 

• Provisions are made for "adaptive management". 

Pursuant to Coastal Act Sections 30230, 30231, 30411 and 30007.5 any conflict 
between the actions necessary to carry out the Wetlands Restoration Program and 
the specific dredging requirements of Coastal Act Section 30233 are resolved in 
favor of the long-term restoration benefits of the Program carrying out the policies 
of Coastal Act Sections 30230 and 30411. 

Additionally, the Commission has provided suggested modifications to the Land Use 
Plan amendment and the lmplementc;~tion Plan to insure that adverse impacts 
created by the proposed development are mitigated. The suggested modifications 
mandate that adverse impacts to environmentally sensitive areas be mitigated by 
requiring that the replacement habitat be created prior to the existing habitat being 
destroyed; that the tidal inlet be monitored and that any adverse impact to sand 
supply be mitigated, that the biological productivity and quality of coastal waters be 
protected, that development shall be sited and designed to minimize the alteration 
of natural land forms, and that development be setback fifty feet from the bluff 
edge. 

The Commission finds that the proposed wetland restoration program plus the 
.suggested modifications ensures that feasible mitigation measures have been 
provided and will be implemented to minimize and mitigate any adverse impacts 
resulting from the proposed development. 

(b). Section 30230 and Section 30231 Analysis 

Section 30230 of the Coastal Act mandates that marine resources shall be 
maintained, enhanced, and where feasible restored. Section 30231 of the Coastal 
Act mandates that the biological productivity and quality of coastal waters and 
wetlands shall be maintained and where feasible restored. To meet these goals, 
the County of Orange has submitted a Wetlands Restoration Program as an 
implementation action of the amended Land Use Plan. Policies 3.1 .2.2, through 
3.1 .2.12 of the amended Land Use Plan provide the guidance for the wetland 
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restoration program which is a part of the Implementation Program. {Policy 3. 1'.2.5 
has b~en modified throwgh a suggested modification; see Policy l.) 

Through the Wetlands Restoration Program the County has pledged to enhance and 
maintain the wetlands and associated upland to provide just over 1 , 1 00 acres of 
highly productive habitat. This plan contains a wide variety of performance 
objectives, a maintenance program, and monitoring requirements to insure that the 
goals of the restoration program are achieved. The developer has also agreed to 
dedicate the portion of the Lowland not used for residential development to a public 
agency which will place the wetlands into public ownership. This. implementation 
plan would be funded through the construction and sale of Lowland residential 
housing. When complete, the restoration effort would result in just over 1,100 
acres of fully functioning wetlands with associated upland habitat. See Figure 9 on 
page 114 which summarizes the changes in habitat resulting from the Wetlands 
Restoration Program. 

One element of the restoration program which insures that biological productivity 
and water quality for promoting the enhancement of marine resources would be 
achieved and maintained ·is the tidal inlet. The tidal inlet will provide substantial 
improvement through the introduction of ocean water to the interior of the wetland. 
Currently the residency time for water subject to tidal action is estimated to be 28 
days. The new tidal inlet will reduce the residence time of water (in the tidally 
influenced wetlands) to about 3 days. According to Dr. Michael Josselyn, a 
residence tir;ne of about seven days or less must be achieved in tidally influenced 
wetlands to promote biological productivity. Additionally, the mouth of the East 
Garden Grove Wintersburg Channel will contain a sediment basin to trap heavy 
urban contaminants before they enter the restored wetlands. The sediment basin 
will be periodically cleaned out. 

For the reasons described above, the Commission finds that the Wetlands 
Restoration Program, as modified, assures that the marine resources and biological 
productivity of the Bolsa Chica wetlands will be provided for and that it is 
consfstent with the applicable Chapter 3rP-olicies of the Coastal Act. 

(5}. Conclusion 

The proposed development is necessary to fund wetland restoration and is the 
amount ,of development necessary to guarantee wetland restoration. The 
Department of Fish and Game has determined that the wetland is degraded to the 
point that its natural processes are so substantially impaired that it is not capable of 
recovering without major restoration. Further there are no other feasible less 
environmentally damaging alternatives, substantial restoration has been proposed, 
and adequate mitigation has been provided. To achieve the restoration goals, the 
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wetland, biological resource, and environmentally sensitive habitat policies of the 
amended Land Use Plan have been modified to conform tp the Chapter Three 
policies of the Coastal Act. As modified, the Commission finds that the amended 
Land Use Plan is in conformance with and adequate to carry out the wetland, 
marine resource, and environmentally sensitive habitat protection policies of the 
Coastal Act. 

2. COASTAL/MARINE RESOURCES POLICIES 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

( 1 ). 1986 Land Use Plan 

The 1986 Land Use Plan proposed to create 915 acres of fully functioning 
wetlands that would be connected to the Pacific Ocean. To connect the wetlands 
to the ocean, the Land Use Plan called for the creation of either a navigable ocean 
entrance near the intersection of Warner Avenue and Pacific Coast Highway or a 
non-navigable ocean entrance. Additionally, there would be interior navigable 
waterways providing navigation connections to the Marina, waterfront residential 
housing, and· Huntington Harbour. 

The non-na~igable ocean entrance would have allowed ocean access for boats 
through Huntington Harbour. The navigable ocean entrance would have been 900 
feet wide. The decision on which alternative ocean entrance would be 
implemented was to be made following completion of a study and other actions 
concerning whether the navigable ocean entrance was the least environmentally 
damaging alternative. None of the identified actions necessary make this 
determination were completed. 

(2). Land Use Plan Amendmenf · 

The amendment to the Land Use Plan proposes to create a wetland ecosystem of 
1,100 acres within the LCP area. To connect the wetlands to the ocean, the Land 
Use Plan amendment calls for the creation of a non-navigable ocean entrance. The 
ocean channel is estimated to be 250 feet wide and would be graded to -5 feet 
mean sea level. The entire width of the ocean inlet, including the jetties, is 
estimated to be 420 feet. The non-navigable ocean entrance would be located at 
the south end of Bolsa Chica. 

To improve fresh water flows into the wetlands and to provide up-stream flood 
control, the East Garden Grove Wintersburg (EGGW) Channel would be upgraded to 
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handle a 1 00 year flood event and would be relocated so that it would empty into 
the full tidal wetlands. 

(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

Applicable Coastal Act policies for analyzing the conformance of the amended Land 
Use Plan are Section 30230, Section 30231, Section 30232, and Section 30235. 
These policies pertain to the protection of marine resources. Section 30230 calls 
for the protection and enhancement of marine resources. Section 30231 calls for 
protecting and enhancing biological productivity of coastal waters and the 
protection of human health. Section 30232 calls for the protection against the 
spillage of petroleum products, and Section 30235 allows jetties only for coastal 
dependent uses when designed to eliminat~ or mitigate adverse impact on local 
shoreline sand supply. 

{4}. Coastal Act Consistency 

The Coastal Act mandates that marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, 
and where feasible restored to protect biological productivity and water quality. 
Additionally, these Coastal Act policies mandate that proposed allowable 
development minimize adverse impacts to coastal processes. The Land Use Plan 
amendment.as submitted lacks policies which fully implement these mandates. The 
policies contained in the Coastal/Marine Resources Section of the Land Use Plan 
amendment contain project specific policies concerning the tidal inlet and 
hydrology. Broad policies which call for the maintenance and enhancement of 
marine resources and the protection of human health are lacking. 

Without policies similar to Sections 30230, 30231, 30232, ariq 30235 the Land 
Use Plan amendment would not be in conformance nor adequate to carry out these 
sections of the Coastal Act. For example, this section of the Land Use Plan 
amendment does not contain policies which specifically call for the protection and 
enhancement ·at biological productivity, enhancement of coastal water quality, nor 
the protection of human health. The necessity of the Land Use Plan amendment to 
incorporate these policies relate to urban run-off and the continued production of 
petroleum products. 

Balsa C~ica is a known oil producing area; but, as submitted, there is no policy 
which mandates the protection against the spillage of petroleum products in the 
Resource Restoration and Conservation Component. As an oil producing area there 
is always the potential for an oil spill. The spillage of a hazardous substance into 
the wetlands or into tidal waters would have a significant adverse impact on water 
quality and the biological resources. During restoration activities the potential for a 
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spill would be increased from grading operations accidentally dislodging old pipes. 
Consequently, policies must exist in the Land Use Plan amendment to prevent and 
contain petroleum spills. The Wetlands Restoration Program does contain 
regulations which address this issue. However, the umbrella Land Use Plan policy 
which justifies the presence of these regulations contained in the Wetlands 
Restoration program is lacking. 

The East Garden Grove Wintersburg Channel is a flood control channel which drains 
a 27.3 square mile urban watershed into Bolsa Chica. The channel currently 
deposits storm water and other urban runoff into Outer Bois a Bay. During storms, 
debris and contaminants that have accumulated during the summer dry months are 
washed down the channel and into Outer Bois a Bay. Storm runoff, according to 
the environmental documentation is generally characterized by increased coliform 
counts, trash, turbidity and trace metals, oil, and grease. In a letter of September 
20, 1995 Moffatt and Nichol Engineers stated that total coliform levels were 
strongly correlated to rainfall events. 

Water column measurements between 1973 and 1987 for the EGGW Channel at 
the Golden West Street Bridge were evaluated in the environmental impact report. 
The environmental impact report documented, in the past, consistently high levels 
of copper in the channel and sporadic high pulses of zinc, lead, cadmium, and 
mercury. Urban runoff via the EGGW Channel may thus be the source of these 
metals in Bois a Bay. Recent water quality data between 1 982 and 1 991 shows 
that water quality standards for lead, zinc and copper are periodically exceeded . 

• > 

The submitted Bolsa Chica Local Coastal Program proposes to reconfigure the 
channel so that urban runoff would empty into the restored wetland and then 
discharge through the tidal entrance. Some citizen groups and public agencies 
oppose this reconfiguration asserting that the urban runoff directly into the 
wetlands would adversely affect the biological productivity of the restored wetland. 
These groups and public agencies also assert that recreational opportunities at 
Bolsa Chica State Beach would be adversely affected through increased bacterial 
contamination passing through the tidal entrance. Moffatt and Nichol, in their letter 
of September 20, 1995 acknowledge that reconfiguration could result in an 
increase in bacterial concentrations at the tidal inlet and adjacent beach. However, 
they also concluded that this increase is expected to be limited to storm events and 
would be ameliorated through: 1) rapid dilution, 2) the wetland serving as a filter, 
and 3) accelerated decay of bacteria from contact with saline water. Additionally 
to lessen the entrants of contaminates into the wetlands, the Wetlands Restoration 
Program contains provisions for the preparation of a water quality management plan 
including a sediment basin at the mouth of the EGGW channel. This sediment 
basin will be periodically cleaned out. Though the LCP contains some very specific 
procedures to address water quality, the local coastal program as submitted does 
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not contain umbrella policies which would guide ~he formulation of implementing 
actrons to assure that these water quality issues are resolved. 

The lack of umbrella policies similar to those found in the Coastal Act (mandating 
the protection and enhancement of water quality for biological productivity and for 
the protection of human health) makes the submitted local coastal program 
inadequate to carry out the policies of the Coastal Act. Policies which have been 
submitted are specific in nature. Examples include policies which call for the 
preparation of a Water Quality Management Plan, and that urban runoff shall 
comply with all existing laws. However, umbrella policies similar to Coastal Act 
Sections 30230 and 30231 are required to guide proposed and future development 
to assure biological productivity and quality of coastal waters to maintain optimum 
populations of marine organisms, to enhance marine resources where feasible, and 
for the protection of human health. 

Therefore, for the reasons cited in the preceding paragraphs, the Commission finds 
that, as submitted, the Land Use Plan amendment is not in conformance with nor 
adequate to carry out the coastal and marine policies of the Coastal Act regarding 
water quality, biological productivity, and human health. 

Furthermore, the local coastal program, as submitted, lacks a policy similar to 
Section 30235 of the Coastal Act which limits shoreline development that alters 
natural shoreline processes. A policy consistent with Section 30235 is necessary 

· since the loc.al coastal program proposes to allow the construction of a tidal inlet. 
The non-navigable ocean entrance would be 250 wide with 480 foot long jetties. 
The proposed jetties will extend seaward approximately 480 feet. These jetties 
have the potential to adversely affect the littoral drift of sand. The submitted local 
·coastal program states: "These jetties will partially block the downcoast flow of 
sand, causing sand to accumulate along the upcoast jetty. Also, sand may 
accumulate in an ebb-tidal bar near the mouth, in a flood-tidal bar in the lagoon, and 
eventually within the inlet channel." As submitted, Policy 5 does not fully 
guarantee that adverse impacts would be mitigated. Further, umbrella policies for 
guiding future development are lacking. Based on proposed development that 
would affect shoreline process, the Commission finds that the lack of a policy 
which limits shoreline development that alters natural shoreline process makes the 
Coastal/Marine Resources Policies of the submitted Bolsa Chica Local Coastal 
Program not in conformance with nor adequate to carry out the Coastal Act and 
must be denied. 
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b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

Several of the proposed policies have been modified to bring this section of the 
Land Use Plan amendment, as submitted, into conformance with the Coastal Act. 
Since general policies regarding the maintenance and enhancement of marine 
resources were lacking in the submittal, Sections 30230 and 30231 of the Coastal 
act have been incorporated into the Coastal/Marine Resources Policies Section. 
Section 30230 has been incorporated as Policy 2. Section 30231 has been 
incorporated as Policy 5. 

Similarly, Section 30235 of the Coastal Act has been incorporated into the 
Coastal/Marine Policies Section (as Policy 3) since this section lacked polices which 
would minimize the adverse impact of a proposed development on coastal process. 

Balsa Chica is an oil producing area. The Land Use Plan amendment, as submitted, 
did not contain a policy in the Coastal/marine Resources Policies section that 
mandate the protection against the spillage of hydrocarbon products. Section 
30232 of the Coastal Act has been incorporated as Policy 9 of the Coastal/Marine 
Policies section to assure that the marine resources within Balsa Chica are 
protected from the spillage of hydrocarbon products. 

Additionally, two policies (as submitted) have been modified to strengthen the 
intent of m.inimizing adverse impacts to coastal and marine resources. Policy 4(d), 
as originally submitted, has been modified to require that any adverse impacts to 
coastal reso.urces be mitigated to a level of insignificance. Policy 5 has been 
modified to require that shoreline changes be monitored and that adverse impacts 
to the sand supply shall be mitigated. Policy 8, as originally submitted, has been 
modified to require that turbidity barriers shall be used when construction of the 
tidal inlet is under way. 

. 
The modifications to this section, will provide guidance to the Wetlands Restoration 
Program. The Wetlands Restoration Program is part of the Implementation Program 
for this amended Land Use Plan. Specifit:·project components contained in the 
Wetlands Restoration Program can be potentially amended in response to 
unexpected events or problems associated with implementation. The lack of 
policies relating to the preservation of water quality and promoting biological could 
result in amendments to the Wetland Restoration Program that would not further 
these goals. In the event that amendments to the Wetland Restoration Program are 
contemplated, the broad land use policies added in this section will provide the 
criteria for determining if amended project components are in conformance with the 
amended Land Use Plan regarding the preservation of water quality and promoting 
biological productivity. The inclusion of this marine resource policies into the 
amended Land Use Plan makes it possible for the Commission to also accept the 
Wetlands Restoration Program. 
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Therefore, as modified, the Commission finds that the Land Use Plan amendment is 
in conformance with and adequate to carry out the coastal and marine resource 
policies of the Coastal Act. Finally, regarding the realignment of the EGGW flood 
control channel, this issue was addressed by the County and the consultants for 
the major landowner. The consultants, Moffatt and Nichol Engineers and Dr. 
Michael Josselyn, stated that the realigned channel would benefit water quality 
through eliminating low flows into Outer Bois a Bay and Anaheim Bay, by the 
increased tidal prism created by the new tidal inlet and its positive effects on 
diluting and neutralizing any pollutants, and by eliminating the need for expensive 
and environmentally damaging upgrading of Outer Bolsa Bay and Huntington 
Harbour to accommodate the flood waters of a 1 00 year storm event. Finally, by 
relocating the Flood Control Channel, the benefits of direct tidal action will be 
brought to the existing CDFG Ecological Reserve, decreasing residence times from 
28 days to 4-6 days. 

Exhibit B, attached to this staff report, provides a comparison of the proposed flood 
control channel relocation with tidal exchange under restored tidal action 
conditions. As that chart indicates under normal conditions (97. 7% of the time), 
the Flood Control Channel discharge represents only 2-3% of the total volume of 
tidal exchange. That percentage increases only slightly for small storms that occur 
2.2% of the time. The percenta.ge does increase for major storms, but these 
storms only occur 0.1 o/o of the time, and equally importantly, the residence time of 
flood control discharges decreases significantly during major storm events ... 
Additionally, as submitted (except for Policy 5}, the tidal inlet is consistent with a 
variety of policies of the Coastal Act. First, the tidal inlet will provide the ocean 
water necessary to revive the wetlands to biological productivity. Thus the tidal 
inlet is consistent with Sections 30230 and 30231 of the Coastal Act. Section 
30230 of the Coastal Act mandates that marine resources shall be maintained, 
enhanced, and were feasible restored·. Section 30231 of the Coastal Act mandates 
that the biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, wetlands, and 
estuaries maintain optimum populations ef. marine organisms. The tidal inlet will 
accomplish these goals by providing the ocean water necessary to restore tidal 
influence into the wetlands. Further, the tidal inlet was previously found consistent 
in this staff report, as modified for a monitoring program by Policy 5, with Section 
30235 which state that revetments, breakwaters, and other such construction that 
alters shoreline processes will be permitted when required to serve coastal 
dependent uses. Restoration of the Bolsa Chica Wetlands is a coastal dependent 
use. These wetlands were historically tidal wetlands and they are dependent on a 
source of ocean water. Thus, and ocean inlet is necessary for the restoration and 
long term maintenance of these wetlands. Therefore, the jetties, which are 
necessary to keep the ocean inlet open are necessary to serve a coastal dependent 
use. Section 30001 .5 of the Coastal Act states that coastal dependent uses are a 
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high priority use within the coastal zone. For the reasons cited above the 
Commission finds that the tidal inlet is consistent with the Coastal Act. 

3. PHYSICAL RESOURCES POLICIES 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

( 1). 1986 Land Use Plan 

The Land Use Plan proposed mitigation measures address a variety of geotechnical 
problems. These mitigation measures included the requirement for site specific 
engineering studies prior to subdivision approval, that geotechnical studies be 
prepared for development near the Newport-Inglewood fault, and the requirement 
that development be set back a distance sufficient to protect the structure from the 
threat of erosion for a period of fifty years. 

(2). Land Use Plan Amendment 

The amendment to the Land Use Plan proposes mitigation measures to address a 
variety of geotechnical problems. These mitigation measures include the grading of 
slopes that are believed to be unstable, the requirement that areas subject to 
liquefaction improve the resistance of soils to liquefaction, that development near 
the Newport-Inglewood fault be in conformance with engineering guidelines, and 
the requirement that development be set back a distance sufficient to protect the 
structure from the threat of erosion for a period of fifty years. The amended Land 
Use requires that graded slopes be recontoured and landscaped to restore the 
natural landform appearance. 

(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

The applicable Coastal Act policy for analyzing the conformance of the amended 
Land Use Plan is Section 30253. Section 30253 requires that new development 
shall minimize risks to life and property. Further, new development shall be 
designed in a manner that would not contribute to geologic hazards nor require the 
presenc~ of protective devices. 
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(4). Coastal Act Consistency 

Coastal Act mandates that development be carried out in manner which minimizes 
the impact of the development on natural land forms. Additionally, development 
which is allowed to occur in hazardous areas should designed to minimize the risk 
to life and property. Bolsa Chica, is subject to a variety of potentially hazardous 
events. The Newport-Inglewood fault crosses the entire site.· Development located 
on the Mesa is susceptible to bluff failure. Additional hazards in the Lowland areas 
include flooding, liquefaction, and subsidence. As an oil producing region, toxic 
hazards include submarine hydrocarbon seepage, subterranean gas accumulation, 
and corrosive soils. The land use plan amendment, as submitted, contains policies 
which do not fully adhere to these Coastal Act polices for minimizing the risk to life 
and property. Specifically, the Local Coastal Program would allow new 
development to be placed close to the bluff edge, and would allow alteration of the 
bluff face. 

Allowing excessive bluff face alteration and inappropriate bluff setbacks, also 
creates inconsistency with the access and scenic resource sections of the Coastal 
Act. Sections 30211, 30212, 30212.5, and 30213 of the Coastal Act mandate 
that new development not interfere with existing access to the coast, that new 
development provide access to the coast, and that lower cost visitor serving 
recreational opportunities be provided. The proposed setback (as submitted) would 
be inadequate in terms of providing sufficient open space to promote public use of 
the buffer areas between the wetland and the residential development. This 
analysis is more fully described in the findings for the Public Access/Visitor Serving 
Recreation Component. 

Section 30251 of the Coastal Act states that scenic and visual qualities shall be 
protected and that landform alternation be minimized. The LCP as submitted would 
allow extensive grading (an estimated 1,500,000 cubic yards of cut and 1 ,500,000 
cubic cards of fill), bluff face alteration, and the placement of residential units close 
to the bluff face. All these project elements taken together would change the 
appearance of the Bolsa Chica Mesa from open space to urban residential 
development.· Additionally, locating development close to bluff edges creates risk 
that the structures may be affected by slope failure. 

Therefore, the Commission, for the reasons cited above, finds that the land use 
plan amendment {as submitted) is not in conformance with, nor adequate to carry 
out the ~evelopment policies of the Coastal Act concerning development in 
potentia'lly hazardous areas. 
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b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

Section 3.3.2 of the amended Land Use plan contains the policies for minimizing 
hazards to life and property. Most of the policies in this section comply with 
Section 30253. Policies exist to require that subsidence will be monitored, that 
geotechnical reports be prepared to determine structural setbacks, and that 
degraded slopes be remedially graded. Additionally the EIR for Bolsa Chica contains 
project design features to minimize geotechnical hazards. These project design 
features include dynamic deep compaction to minimize liquefaction, the 
construction of a cutoff wall to reduce the potential for water intrusion, Lowland 
residential construction can not be initiated until the Lowland is removed from the 
Santa Ana River floodplain, and the preparation of remediation plans to remove 
toxic substances that are encountered. However,· several policies must be modified 
to bring this section into conformance with Section 30253 of the Coastal Act. 

To bring this section of the land use plan amendment,.as submitted, into 
conformance with Section 30253· of the Coastal Act; two policies have been added 
and five policies have been modified through minor wording changes. Policy 1 5 
has been added to incorporate the provisions of Section 30253 while still allowing 
the initial mass grading. Policy 53 has been added to specify that development 
would be setback fifty feet from the bluff edge. 

Policy 1 5 r_equires that new development shall be sited and designed to minimize 
the alteration of land forms. However, the Commission also recognizes that 
residential development as proposed would involve mass grading. Though mass 
grading would affect the topography of the Mesa top, Policy 15 would only permit 
grading as a one time event to accommodate the development. Following the initial 
mass grading Policy 15 requires that land form alterations be minimized. The 
avoidance of geological hazards through increased setbacks is a preferred and 
feasible option for minimizing the potential that a bluff failure would adversely 
impact the residential development. Further, Policy 14 has been modified to 
minimize future land form alterations through increased buffer area. Increased 
private residential setbacks would also permit the blufftop buffer to be used for 
public access purposes. Bluff stabilization, however, would still be allowed if an 
unstable bluff possess a public safety risk. 

The modifications to Policies 1 2 and 1 4 reflect back to modifications to the Public 
Access and Visitor Serving Component and General Development Plan/Resource 
Management Plan for Harriett Wieder Regional Park and are not part of this 
analysis: The Mesa and Lowland residential development would still be subject to 
earthquake hazard. Through these suggested modifications risks to property and 
life would be minimized and the amended Land Use Plan could be found consistent 
with Section 30253 of the Coastal Act as most of the risks to life and property 
would be resolved. 
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Therefore, as modified, the Commission finds that the land use plan amendment is 
in conformance with and adequate to carry out the development policies of Section 
30253 the Coastal Act regarding hazardous areas and minimizing· the risk to life 
and property. 

4. CULTURAL RESOURCES POLICIES 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

( 1 } • 1986 Land Use Plan 

The 1 986 Land Use Plan required that cultural and paleoMtological resources be 
protected either in place or through recover·y, identification, and analysis of such 
resources so that their scientific and historical values are preserved. Additionally 
the Land Use Plan required that appropriate mitigation measures be developed for 
archeological site ORA-83. County certified Archeologists and Paleontologists were
required to monitor all grading operations to insure that any significant resources 
would not be destroyed. 

(2). .. . Land Use Plan Amendment 

The amended Land Use Plan requires that cultural and paleontological resources will 
be protected either in place or through recovery, identification, and analysis of such 
resources so that their scientific and historical values are preserved. Additionally 
the recommendations of the Most Likely Descendants, as designated by the 
California native American Heritage Commission, will be obtained prior to the 
reburial of any prehistoric Native American human remains that may be encountered 
during any archeological investigation. County certified Archeologists and 
Paleontologists will monitor all grading operations to insure that significant 
resources will not be destroyed. 

(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

The applicable Coastal Act policy for analyzing the conformance of the amended 
Land Use Plan is Section 30244. Section 30244 requires that when new 
development would adversely impact archaeological or paleontological resources 
that mitigation will be provided. 
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(4). Coastal Act Consistency 

The Coastal Act mandates that reasonable mitigation measures shall be required 
when development would adversely impact archaeological and paleontological 
resources as identified by the State Historic Preservation Officer. The cultural 
resource policies contained in the land use plan amendment as submitted do not 
fully comply with this mandate. Section 3.4.2 of the amended Land Use Plan 
recognizes that cultural resources are to be protected. Policy 16, as submitted, 
requires that the archeological research design be completed prior to the approval of 
the first coastal development permit authorizing construction. The submission of 
an archeological research design immediately prior to the initiation of construction is 
too late for assuring that adequate mitigation for archeological resources have been 
provided. To be effective the archeological research design must be completed at 
the design phase of proposed construction, which is at the Master Coastal 
Development Permit stage. At the design stage, mitigation can be incorporated into 
proposed development to address problems which would not be the case when 
construction is about to begin. Having the research study completed prior to 
issuance of the Master Coastal Development Permit will allow the proposed 
development to be effectively designed based on a completed cultural resource 
study. 

Section 3.4.2 of the amended Land Use Plan recognizes that paleontological 
resources are to be protected. Policy 1 7 as proposed only protects those 
paleontological resources deemed significant by a County certified paleontological 
field observer. Because the significance of all paleontological resources cannot 
always be immediately ascertained, all paleontological resources must be preserved 
until they can be evaluated. If not properly located and designed development 
could significantly adversely impact archeological and paleontological resources. 
Excavation commonly performed as part of the site preparation process can easily 
obliterate archeological and paleontological artifacts. Archeological artifacts have 
great cultural and religious significance. Paleontological artifacts can posses 
scientific importance. 

To protect archeological and paleontological resources Section 30244 of the 
Coastal Act requires that when development would adversely impact these 
resources, reasonable mitigation measures shall be required. Delaying the adverse 
impact of development until a determination can be made on how to effectively 
preserve an archeological or paleontological artifact is to be preserved is a 
reasonable mitigation measure. Therefore, the Commission finds that, as 
submitted, the land use plan amendment is not in conformance with and not 
adequate to carry out the policies of the Coastal Act concerning the protection of 
cultural and paleontological resources. 
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b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

To bring this section of the Land Use Plan amendment, as submitted, into 
conformance with Section 30244 of the Coastal Act, Policy 1 6 and Policy 1 7 have 
been modified. Policy 16 has been strengthened by requiring that the results of 
archeological research design be submitted as part of the application for the first 
Master Coastal Development Permit. This protects archeological resources by 
requiring that the research be completed before development plans are approved. 
Thus, a project that could adversely impact cultural resources will be conditioned or 
redesigned at the design stage (Master Coastal Development Permit) to mitigate 
adverse impacts. Policy 17 has been modified to require that a determination of a 
paleontological artifact be made prior and if found to be significant that a recovery 
plan be completed before construction is allowed to continue. Therefore, as 
modified, the Commission finds that the land use plan amendment is in 
conformance with and adequate to carry out Section 30244 the Coastal Act 
regarding cultural and paleontological resource policies. 

5. VISUAL AND SCENIC RESOURCES POLICIES 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

( 1 ) . • · 1988 Land Use Plan 

The 1 986 Land Use Plan proposed to create new viewing opportunities through 
public perimeter trails and a series of scenic public overlooks. The construction of a 
realigned Pacific Coast Highway, 75 acre marina/commercial complex, bridges, 
cross gap corridor road, and the excavation of a Huntington Harbour connection 
channel would have created a significant alteration to landforms and the visual 
character of the area. Additionally, high density residential development on the 
Mesa and low density residential development in the Lowland would have changed 
the character of the area from open space~ to urban. The visual impact of marina, 
commercial, and residential development would have been softened through 
landscaping. 
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(2). Land Use Plan Amendment 

The amended Land Use Plan proposes to enhances visual and scenic resources of 
Balsa Chica through wetlands restoration, the removal of existing industrial 
development, and the creation of new public viewing opportunities. The visual 
impacts of new urban development will be mitigated through a variety of 
techniques such as grading, landscaping, and development setbacks. New viewing 
opportunities would be provided by public perimeter trails and a series of scenic 
public overlooks. The proposed public access and recreation plan is contained in 
Figure 4.3-2 of the Land Use Plan. The public currently has only limited access to 
the two Fish and Game overlooks and the immediate area around Outer Bolsa Bay 
and Inner Bois a Bay. Following implementation of the public access and recreation 
program, public access will be provided along the perimeter of the Bolsa Chica 
Lowlands including the south blufftop of Balsa Chica Mesa. 

The proposed jetties associated with the tidal inlet would have a mixed effect on 
visual resources. On the positive side the jetties would provide an elevated 
platform out in the ocean on which the public will have long range views up and 
down the beach. A negative impact is that the jetties would interrupt sand-level 
views along the length of the beach. The construction of 3,300 homes on the 
Mesa and the Lowland would change the character of the area from open space to 
urban development. The visual impact of residential development would be 
softened through landscaping . 

.. 
(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

The applicable Coastal Act policy for analyzing the conformance of the amended 
Land Use Plan is Section 30251 . Section 30251 requires that scenic and visual 
qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and protected as a resource of public 
importance. 

(4). Coastal Act Consistency 
~ . 

Section 30251 of Coastal Act mandates that the scenic and visual qualities of 
coastal areas be considered and protected as a resource of public importance. 
Additionally, development should be sited and designed to protect views to and 
along the ocean. The new residential development will detract from the site's 
current use as open space. This will be mitigated through landscaping and the 
removal of the oil and gas facilities in the Lowland. Public views of the ocean 
shoreline, and the wetlands which are now obscured by the dikes, fences, and oil 
operations will be enhanced by the removal of the oil related industrial 
development. 
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However, overall, the visual and scenic resource policies submitted do not fully 
implement Section 30251 of the Coastal Act. Specifically missing are the policy 
requirements that the scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be 
considered and protected as a resource of public importance. Also missing is the 
requirement that development be sited to protect public views of the ocean, to 
minimize the alteration of natural land forms, and that development be compatible 
with the character of surrounding areas. 

The Balsa Chica Local Coastal Program, as submitted, would allow development 
not in conformance with Section 30251 of the Coastal Act since the Visual and 
Scenic Resources Component does not contain similar policies. Conflicts with 
Section 30251 related to bluff top set backs were analyzed in the preceding section 
(Physical Resources Component). This analysis pointed out that development near 
bluff top.edges would eliminate the natural appearance of the slope. Additionally 
placing development near bluff tops is not consistent with the concept of visual 
compatibility and that new development in scenic areas will be subordinate to the 
character of its setting. 

Therefore, the Commission finds that, as submitted, the land use plan amendment 
is not in conformance with nor adequate to carry out Section 30251 of the Coastal 
Act concerning minimizing land form alterations and protecting visual and scenic 
resources.· 

.. 
b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

To bring this section of the land use plan amendment, as submitted, into 
conformance with Section 30251 of the Coastal Act Policies 18 through 24 have 
been modified. 

Policy 1 8 is being modified to incorporate the language of Section 30251 of the 
Coastal Act. As submitted, the specific Visual and scenic resource policies focus 
on specific issues and do not address the broad policy mandates of Section 30251. 
Incorporation of Section 30251 will provide the general policy direction to be 
followed in situations not covered by the policies as submitted. Policy 19 has been 
modified to clarify that public views are to be provided. Policies 20 and 21 have 
been modified to include the California Department of Fish and Game. The 
California Department of Fish and Game is the agency responsible for the 
management of the Sate Ecological Reserve and they should be included in any 
management decisions regarding the Ecological Reserve. 

Policy 22 has been modified to include native drought tolerant vegetation. Policy 
23 has been deleted pending the development of a new park master plan for Harriet 
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Wieder Regional Park. Finally, Policy 24 has been modified to incorporate a 
requirement to provide informative signage to direc~ the public to public recreational 
facilities. 

Therefore, as modified, the Commission finds that the land use plan amendment is 
in conformance with and adequate to carry out Section 30251 of the Coastal Act 
regarding visual and scenic resources. 

B. PUBLIC ACCESS/VISITOR SERVING RECREATION COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 4 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

. a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS S.UBMITTED 

( 1 ) . .1986 land Use Plan - Public Access/Visitor-Serving Amenities 

One of the primary components of the 1 986 LUP was the 60 acre marina/1 5 acre 
visitor-serving commercial complex located both in the Lowlands and on the south 
and southwesterly portion of the Bolsa Chica Mesa. The marina/commercial facility 
included a 1 ,300-slip marina, dry storage for at least 400 boats, public launch 
ramps, a 150 room motel, 85,000 sq. ft. of specialty retail (including 3 
restaurants), 4 additional freestanding restaurants, and passive recreation area as 
well as an C1ption for neighborhood commercial services adjacent to proposed 
housing. Trails linked the proposed marina/visitor-serving commercial and wetlands 
areas to the proposed Bolsa Chica Regional Park on the Huntington Mesa and the 
Bolsa Chica State Beach. 

(2). land Use Plan Amendment 

The current Land Use Plan amendment ~lirninates the marina and associated boat 
storage and support uses as well as the previous 75 acre marina/commercial 
development which included 1 5 acres of visitor-serving retail, restaurant and 
overnight lodging uses on the Bolsa Chica Mesa and Lowlands. The current LUP 
provides no visitor-serving commercial uses. It allows the optional provision of up 
to 10 acres of neighborhood commercial use on the Bolsa Chica mesa. The actual 
land use designation of the optional neighborhood commercial area is "medium 
density residential". 

However, on the positive side, the public access and recreation amenities of the 
amended LUP include an active and passive park on the Bolsa Chica Mesa; an 
active and passive park in the proposed Lowland residential area; the development 
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of Harriett Wieder Regional Park on the Huntington Mesa (approximately 58 acres 
within the LCP area); and a 4-acre kaya_k/canoe/beach facility within the 
Conservation Planning Area on the inland side of Pacific Coast Highway, opposite 
the proposed tidal inlet. Equestrian and hiking trails are planned for the regional 
park and Class I and Class II bicycle trails and pedestrian trails are proposed on both 
mesas and within the Lowland wetlands restoration area. Interpretive trails with 
controlled public access are proposed within the Wetlands Restoration Area and the 
existing 306-acre State Ecological Reserve. 

{3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

The Chapter 3 Coastal Act policies which mandate public access and public 
recreation provisions include 30210,30211,30212,30212.5,30213,30214, 
30220, 30221, 30222 and 30223. In summary, the·public access policies require 
the provision of maximum public access to the ocean in new development 
whenever appropriate and feasible, and prohibits new development from interfering 
with existing public access. Additionally, Chapter 3 policies encourage lower cost 
visitor recreation facilities and dictate a preference for visitor-serving commercial 
recreational facilities which enhance public opportunities for coastal recreation over 
private residential or general commercial uses of land. 

(4). Coastal Act Consistency ., 
The introductory section of the LUP Public Access and Visitor-Serving component 
states that the Plan "maximizes public access and public recreation/visitor-serving 
opportunities while respecting the environmentally sensitive Sol sa Chica wetlands". 
It further states that the "plan showcases the unique coastal resources at Bolsa 
Chica while protecting the wetland~ and ESHAs from inappropriate uses_." 

The amended LUP provides various recreational amenities, as described above, 
which afford the opportunity for public enjoyment and access to the coast and the 
coastal resources of the LCP area. The Bolsa Chica mesa active and passive parks, 
Lowland active park, Lowland pedestrian trails providing public access to the 
coastal wetlands and offering wetland viewing opportunities, and pedestrian and 
bicycle trails linking the Bolsa Chica Mesa to the Harriett Wieder Regional Park on 
the Huntington Mesa meet the Coastal Act requirement in terms of the amount of 
lower cost recreational uses being provided and made available to the public. 
Further,· the Coastal Act requirement of assuring that the recreational needs of the 
new residents not overload the nearby coastal recreation areas is accomplished 
through the provision of the two active parks adjacent to the residential areas. 
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However, as submitted, the amended LUP is not consistent with the public access, 
public recreation and marine and land resources protection policies of the Coastal 
Act in that construction of the tidal inlet will result in the loss of three acres of 
sandy beach area from the Balsa Chica State Beach and other adverse impacts to 
the recreational use of the beach without any mitigation; public access to the State 
Ecological Reserve trails is proposed to be restricted; the Harriet Wieder Regional 
Park development plan does not provide adequate public parking and does not 
protect wetlands and other environmentally sensitive vegetation; and the proposed 
kayak/canoe facility raises concerns over public health and safety. Therefore the 
Commission denies the amended LUP as submitted. 

loss of Existing Sandy Beach Area 

The proposed amended Land Use Plan will result in the loss of approximately three 
acres of sandy beach with the construction of a 250 ft. wide non-navigable ocean 
inlet. In addition to the loss of sandy beach the Department of Parks and 
Recreation contends that there will be other adverse recreational impacts 
associated with the tidal inlet including the bisecting of the beach during and 
following storm and high tide conditions, adverse wave conditions affecting surfing, 
and dangerous ebb tide conditions affecting public safety. 

The purpose of the ocean inlet is to provide water to the wetlands in order to 
restore it to.high quality functioning habitat. An alternative to the tidal inlet is 
providing water to the restored wetlands through the existing Huntington Harbor, 
as is the curr.ent situation. While the current situation is the superior alternative in 
terms of not resulting in the loss of sandy beach and the other impacts to the Balsa 
Chica State Beach, it is not the best alternative for the biological productivity of the 
restored wetlands due to water quality issues. The biological (water quality) issues 
raised by the tidal inlet alternatives were discussed in the earlier findings in this 
report in Chapter Three. 

The proposed tidal inlet raises issues of achieving one Coastal Act goal, the 
protection and enhancement of wetlands, at the expense of causing adverse 
impacts to another important coastal resource, recreational beach use. The Coastal 
Act recognizes in Section 30007.5 that conflicts may occur between one or more 
Chapter 3 policies. When there are conflicts between Coastal Act policies the 
Commission is required to resolve the conflict in a manner which on balance is the 
most prptective of significant coastal resources. It is important to note that, under 
historic conditions prior to man-made alterations to the Bolsa Chica wetlands 
system, the beach was in fact breached by the natural creek discharge/tidal inlet. 
In a literal sense, the wetlands restoration program is returning the beach to its 
historic conditions, albeit with the tidal inlet breach of the beach at a different 
location. Therefore, in restoring both the wetlands system and the beach to 

133 



Land Use Plan Findings 

historic tidal conditions pursuant to Coastal Act Sections 30230,30231 and 
3041.1, the Commission may approve the amended LUP with the tidal inlet even if 
it results in significant adverse impacts to a limited stretch of public beach if there 
is no other feasible less damaging alternative way to restore the wetlands, and if 
mitigation is provided for those adverse impacts which can be feasibly mitigated. 

The Commission finds that the goal of establishing a fully functioning, biologically 
productive wetland at Balsa Chica outweighs the loss of 3 acres of sandy beach, 
the periodic bisecting of the beach and other adverse impacts. Wetlands in 
southern California, including the Balsa Chica wetlands, are rare and unique. 
Roughly 75% of the wetlands of southern California have been filled and 
permanently lost to urban development. The Balsa Chica wetlands, if they are to 
be restored to a fully functioning, biologically productive resource, need a source of 
ocean water such as the proposed tidal inlet. On the other hand, there is additional 
easily accessible public sandy beach area both within the LCP area and the 
immediate vicinity that will not be impacted by the tidal inlet. Therefore the 3 acre 
loss is small when compared to the amount of beach that will be unaffected by the 
tidal inlet. 

While the Commission finds that the loss of the 3 acres of sandy beach area and 
some of the other adverse impacts associated with the tidal inlet are unavoidable 
impacts, the .Commission also finds that some of the unavoidable impacts can be 
feasibly mitigated. Potential mitigation includes, but is not limited to, beach 
nourishment and the funding of an additional lifeguard to be located in the vicinity 
of the tidal inlet to deal with public safety. However no mitigation for the adverse 
beach impacts is proposed in the amended LUP submittal. Therefore the submittal 
must be denied as it is inconsistent with the public recreation and balancing 
provisions of the Coastal Act. 

'!· .... 
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Balsa Chjca State Ecological Reserve Trails 

The Bolsa Chica LCP area includes the 306 acre Balsa Chica State Ecological 
Reserve. Most of the Reserve is located in the Lowlands and contains the restored 
wetlands and Inner and Outer Bois a Bay. The Reserve also includes two parking 
lots and two interpretive viewing areas and a mesa trail and a boardwalk trail in a 
portion of the wetlands. The upper portion of the reserve is located along the 
western bluff top edge of the Bolsa Chica Mesa and includes one of the two 
interpretive viewing areas and a trail along the entire western bluff top edge. The 
boardwalk trail in the restored wetlands does not appear to be modified in the 
amended LUP. While the amended LUP proposes to retain the upper trail, it will be 
relocated to the bluff face and access to the trails will be limited. 

The face of the Bolsa Chica Mesa will be significantly altered during the initial mass 
grading in order to stabilize the bluff and to accommodate residential development. 
With the alteration of the bluff area the upper trail will be relocated from its current 
location on the western bluff top edge to the western bluff face overlooking Outer 
Bolsa Bay. Because the location of the trail is essentially the same there will be no 
significant difference in the view from the trail in its current location and the view 
from the bluff face, the proposed location. 

Access to the two Bolsa Chica State Ecological Reserve parking lots and the 
wetland and upper trails is currently unrestricted. According to the Coastal Access 
and Recreat,j~n Plan, Figure 4.3-2 of the amended LUP, access along both public 
trails will be limited. The details of the management of the limited access are not 
provided. The Ecological Reserve is owned by the State of California, State Lands 
Commission and managed by the state Department of Fish and Game. The State 
Lands Commission nor Fish and Game have consented to the proposed alteration 
and relocation of the trail nor to restriction of access to the trails. Restricting public 
access to publicly owne~ trails is inconsistent with the Chapter 3 public access 
provisions of the Coastal Act unless a finding is made that access must be 
restricted in order to protect fragile resources. No such finding has been made. 
The amended LUP is therefore inconsistent with the public access provisions of the 
Coastal Act and is therefore denied as submitted. 

Harriett Wieder Regional Park 

The LUP; amendment also proposes public access and recreational facilities on the 
Huntington Mesa. Those provisions likewise fall short of the requirements of the 
Coastal Act. The portion of the Huntington Mesa within the LCP area will be 
developed with Harriett Wieder Regional Park, formerly known as the Bolsa Chica 
Regional Park. As stated above, only approximately 58 acres of the 1 06 acres of 
the regional park are within the Bolsa Chica LCP area. The Landowner/Master 
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Developer will dedicate 49 acres of land on the Huntington Mesa to the regional 
park. The remaining acres are located within the City of Huntington Beach and are 
covered by the certified local Coastal Program of the City of Huntington Beach. 
The Huntington Mesa also includes several large residential parcels within the City 
of Huntington Beach which are designated high density residential land use. 

The current amended land Use Plan incorporates the 1992 Balsa Chica Regional 
Park General Development Plan and Resource Management Plan {GOP). Although 
the GOP was approved by the Board of Supervisors it has never been reviewed by 
the Coastal Commission. However, because it is now proposed to be included 
within the amended lUP the Commission must determine whether the GDP is 
consistent with the applicable Chapter 3 Coastal Act policies including the public 
access and public recreation provisions. 

The Balsa Chica Regional Park General Development Plan and Resource 
Management Plan (GOP) is inconsistent with the Coastal Act provisions requiring 
protection of wetland resources, environmentally sensitive habitat areas, 
archaeological resources, natural landforms as well as public parking in the 
promotion of public access and public recreational use of the park. As stated 
above, the long term oil operations and toxic waste clean up requirements also 
hinder actual park development of a significant portion of the proposed regional 
park. 

Public access to public recreation facilities, including parks, is enhanced when 
adequate off-street parking is provided. The narrative section of Chapter 4 of the 
land Use Plan states that the regional park will provide 130 public parking spaces. 
However the regional park policies of the amended land Use Plan do not specify 

·the number of public parking spaces to be provided. Instead, the Public 
Access/Visitor-Serving policy for the Harriett Wieder Regional Park states that the 
park shall be developed consistent with the GOP. The GOP fails to specify the 
number of parking spaces to be provided. The GOP states that off-street parking 
will be provided within three areas of the regional park and indicates the general 

!--

location with a graphic. The lack of adequate on-site public parking is inconsistent 
with the public access and public recreation policies of the Coastal Act. 

The County has already received approval for the development of one portion of the 
park without providing parking. In 1993 the County segmented what was to be a 
1 5 acre first phase (Phase lA) development of the regional park and sought 
approvaJ of only a 3 acre portion of the park (Increment I of Phase lA). The 15 acre 
segment was to contain a 40 space on-site parking lot. Partially due to strong 
objection from some of the adjacent residents, in conjunction with the revised 
project description, the County noted that on-street parking was available adjacent 
to the park and no on-site parking was provided. Because only a very small 
segment of park was being developed the Commission did not impose public on-site 
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parking at that time. The public access and public recreation provisions of the 
Coastal Act require that additional segments of the regional park include adequate 
on-site parking. 

The public has to rely on public on-street parking adjacent to the regional park site 
for the modified first park phase. The area surrounding the park is developed or 
planned to be developed with medium high and high density housing. The streets 
surrounding the park are also not within the jurisdiction of the County but are 
located within the City of Huntington Beach. The County therefore can not ensure 
that the public on-street parking will remain available to park users. When public 
parks or other public use areas do not have adequate off-street parking and must 
rely on street parking, nearby residents have in some cases petitioned for 
preferential permit parking or illegally red curbed the street preventing public 
parking and thus public access to coastal recreation facilities. 

One such example of how public access to parks can be lost if parking is not 
provided on-site is Badlands Park, now in the City of Laguna Beach. The County of 
Orange conditioned the approval of a residential subdivision to dedicate land for the 
establishment of Badlands Park and trail system and provisions for access to the 
park. The County also required public access signage, a public pedestrian gate 
through the subdivision for public access to the park, and an easement across the 
entire width of the main road to allow public parking for access to the park. 

At some point later the homeowners association of the approved subdivision 
illegally posted "no parking" signs and painted the curb red within the public 
easement of the main road into the park preventing the public from parking on the 
street and thus interfering with public access to park and trail. In 1 994 the County 
filed suit against the homeowners association in order to regain public access to the 
street for parking purposes in order to restore access to the park. The GDP must 
be denied as submitted because it fails to provide adequate on-site parking as 
required by the public access and recreation policies of the Coastal Act. 

While the GDP is not written in a formafcontaining policies, the development plan 
proposes five acres of fill in and adjacent to a ravine containing riparian and 
wetland resources for the stated purpose of increasing useable park area and 
correcting a potential public safety hazard. The fill of wetlands for these purposes 
are not allowed under the land resources protection policies (Section 30233) of the 
Coastal Act. According to the GOP, three other areas of the park will be filled 
(150,0QO cubic yards) to create more useable area. 

The biological resources of the Huntington Mesa have been heavily disturbed by 
past and continued oil and gas operations and weed abatement activities. The 
mesa was once dominated by Diegan coastal sage scrub and southern coastal bluff 
scrub communities according to the environmental overview of the Balsa Chica 
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Regional Park General Development Plan and Resource Management Plan (GOP). 
However there are isolated remnant coastal sage and riparian plants, such as 
California sage, coyote bush, toyon, elderberry, mule fat, salt grass, and arroyo 
willow still existing on the mesa today as shown on Figure 11, the Vegetative 
Resources Map. The central portion of the mesa contains a drainage gully 
containing arroyo willow, cat-tail and other riparian/wetland plants. At the base of 
the gully, within the lowland area (not within the regional park boundary) is a fresh 
water .marsh wetland area. Most of the remnant environmentally sensitive plants 
are located in the northwestern portion of the Huntington Mesa north of Garfield 
Avenue as shown on the map of Vegetative Resources which follows. The GOP 
proposes that none of the mesa's environmentally sensitive habitat be retained in 
the development of the regional park. The 1992 GOP also does not propose any 
mitigation for the loss of the sensitive habitat. The GOP does however call for the 
establishment of a 1 5 acre environmentally sensitive habitat area (ESHA) within the 
regional park as mitigation for loss of an ESHA on the Balsa Chica Mesa due to 
residential development plans. 

The Master landowner of the LCP area owns approximately 49 of the 58 acres 
which are to become part of the regional park. According to Policy 32 of the Public 
Access/Visitor Recreation Component of the Land Use Plan, the Master 
Landowner/Developer has to dedicate the 49 acres to the County for regional park 
purposes upon final certification of the LCP. However a fairly significant portion of 
this land is- currently leased to third parties for such uses as long term oil 
operations, .a gas plant facility, existing oil wells, or existing pipelines. Therefore 
the public will not be able to access this area nor will it be developed for park use 
for some time. The regional park is to be developed over a period of 30 years or 
more due to the existing oil leases. Additionally, before the City or County can 
accept a land dedication offer, the long term lease must expire, the oil operations 
equipment and pipelines removed, and the toxic soils and other non-compatible 
materials have to be removed from the site. 

Additionally, the LU P amendment proposes to relocate the 7. 5 acre Eucalyptus 
grove raptor habitat from the Bois a Chida· Mesa to the regional park and it expand it 
to 20 acres. However, due to the long term regional park land acquisition and 
required clean up prior to park development it is unclear as to when the ESHA will 
be replaced on the Huntington Mesa. Other park phasing uncertainties arise from 
the fact that an unknown portion of the 150,000 cubic yards of fill material the 
County is planning to use within the park is to come from private residential sites 
located adjacent to the park but within the City of Huntington Beach. The County 
does not know when construction will occur on these residential sites. Therefore 
the County does not know when the 150,000 c.y. of fill will become available. 

Although the regional park plan contains a three part park phasing plan that was to 
allow for 4 7 acres of the park to be developed by 1 994, that phasing plan was 
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apparently modified in 1 993 when the County further segmented Phase 1 A and 
obtained approval for development of a 3 acre portion of the park from the City of 
Huntington Beach and the Coastal Commission on appeal. 

Because the Balsa Chica Regional Park General Development Plan and Resource 
Management Plan (GDP) is inconsistent with several provisions of the Chapter 3 
policies of the Coastal Act including the public access and public recreation 
provisions it can not be incorporated into the amended LUP as provided in Policy 
34. Development of the regional park must be consistent with the applicable 
Coastal Act land resource protection and public access and public recreation 
policies. 

Throughout the background narrative of the Public Access/Visitor-Serving 
Recreation Component there is discussion of a p~oposed 10,000 sq. ft. 
interpretive/visitor center to be built in Harriett Wieder Regional Park. The formal 
center is planned on a portion of the 49 acres of land to be dedicated to the 
regional park by the master developer. Policy 33 of the Land Use Plan dealing with 
the Harriet Wieder Regional Park states that the Park shall provide a variety of 
interpretive and recreational opportunities for the public, as described in the 
County-approved General Development Plan. However the County approved plan 
contains no policies and refers to the 10,000 sq. ft. visitor center only as an 
optional facility. The interpretive center is not shown on Table 2 of the 
Implementation Cost Estimate of the GDP which is a. listing the park development 
components, 
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Kayak/Canoe Facility 

The LUP narrative and policies discuss a proposed "ranger-managed interpretive 
kayak/canoe facility" to include a non-motorized boat dock, small quiet water 
swimming and sandy beach area, picnicking, ancillary uses such as dry boat 
storage, launching ramp, etc. to be located on the inland side of Pacific Coast 
Highway opposite the proposed tidal inlet, see Figure 1 0, Concept Plan for the Tidal 
Inlet. The public access and recreation policies of the Coastal Act promote new 
opportunities for access to the ocean such as the creation of a quiet water 
swimming beach. Likewise, Coastal Act Section 30224 promotes recreational 
boating and the provision of facilities necessary for this coastal dependent activity. 
However, there are public safety concerns regarding such facilities. The 
kayak/canoe facility would be opposite the proposed ocean inlet. The State 
Department of Parks and Recreation, on whose property the ocean inlet would be 
built, has concerns that the ebb and flow of the tide in the ocean inlet could lead to 
drowning and other water mishaps. Also because the water of the proposed beach 
would include water from the realigned flood control channel the quality of the 
beach water may not be suitable for body contact. As proposed the amended Land 
Use Plan does not take these public health and safety issues into consideration. 

b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

As detailed 1n the denial findings above, the Public Access/Visitor-Serving 
Recreation component of the amended LUP as submitted is inconsistent with the 
public access, public recreation, land and marine resources protection policies of 
the Coastal Act. As submitted the LUP results in the loss of 3 acres of sandy 
beach and creates other adverse recreation impacts to the Balsa Chica State Beach 
and does not provide for mitigation of the impacts. Suggested modification 13 
requires that the loss of sandy beach be mitigated through a beach nourishment 
program and the mitigation of any subsequent erosion attributable to the tidal inlet. 
Additionally, County Policy 4.2.20 as mqd_ified requires in part that all recreation 
planning for trye tidal inlet be done in coordination with the Department of Parks 
and Recreation. That agency's concerns with the safety issues associated with the 
tidal inlet can be addressed at that time and appropriate mitigation imposed through 
the coastal development permit process. Only as modified is the proposed tidal 
inlet consistent with the public access, public recreation and balancing provisions of 
the Coastal Act. 

As submitted the amended LUP is also inconsistent with the public access 
provisions of the Coastal Act in that it restricts access to the State Ecological 
Reserve trails on the Balsa Chica Mesa and in the Lowlands without demonstrating 
that unrestricted access will adversely impact any fragile resources. As modified, 
County Policy 4. 2. 7 allows limitations on access only to the trails within the 
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Wetlands Ecosystem Area and only if unlimited access is inconsistent with the 
wetlands restoration and preservation efforts. The upper Reserve trail is not within 
the Wetlands Ecosystem Area. Only as modified is the amended LUP consistent 
with the public access provisions of the Coastal Act with regards to public access 
to existing and proposed trails. 

As submitted the amended LUP is also inconsistent with the public access and land 
and marine resource protection policies of the Coastal Act in that the LUP 
incorporates the County adopted regional park development plan which was not 
reviewed by the Commission for Coastal Act consistency prior to adoption. The 
park development plan is not consistent with the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal 
Act with regards to the provision of adequate on·site parking to serve park users. 
Further, the park plan is not consistent with the marine and land resources 
protection pol.icies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act in that the plan does not require 
that the on·site wetland and other environmentally sensitive habitat be preserved in 
a manner consistent with Sections 30233 and 30240 of the Coastal Act. 
Therefore the submitted GPO must be deleted from the Land Use Plan amendment 
currently under Commission consideration. When the GOP policies have been 
revised and before the park can be developed, the GOP must be submitted to the 
Commission for certification as a Land Use Plan amendment. Only as modified to 
delete the submitted GOP from the Land Use Plan amendment and to require that a 
GOP be submitted as a Land Use Plan amendment in the future, prior to 
development of the park, is County Policy 4. 2. 1 6 consistent with the public access 
and land and marine resources protection policies of the Coastal Act. 

As submitted the amended LUP is not consistent with the recreation policies of the 
Coastal Act with the regards to the proposed kayak/canoe facility in that it does not 
consider the public safety concerns of such a facility opposite the proposed tidal 
inlet. Further, it does not assure that the water quality of the proposed quiet water 
swimming beach is adequate for h.uman body contact. Only as modified in County 
Policies 4.2.17 and 4.2.20 is the proposed boating facility consistent with the 
Coastal Act in that the proposed swimming beach is eliminated and the public 
safety concerns required to be satisfactdrrly addressed if a kayak/canoe facility is to 
be operated. 
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C. REGIONAL CIRCULATION AND TRANSPORTATION COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 5 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

( 1 ) . 1986 Land Use Plan 

The 1986 LUP permitted a 75 acre marina/visitor serving commercial complex and 
up to 5, 700 residential units. Significant transportation/circulation improvements 
were necessary to support this level of development. The figure that follows this 
page is of the 1 986 LUP proposed circulation/transportation improvement. Some 
of the major components were: 

• Widening of PCH between the downcoast project boundary and the 
proposed ocean inlet (near Warner Avenue) to modified Major Arterial 
Highway standards (six lanes separated by a 1 0 ft. median). 

• Realignment and bridging of PCH to traverse Bolsa Chica Mesa between 
the existing Warner Avenue/PCH intersection and the proposed ocean 
inlet. 

• A four lane divided highway to cross the Lowlands connecting Bolsa 
Cliica Street on the north with Garfield on the south (Cross-Gap 
Connector). 

• Extension of Springdale Street, Graham Street and Talbert Avenue into 
the Lowland and intersecting with the Cross-Gap Connector; 

• Realignment of Warner Avenue to intersect with the realigned PCH on the 
Bolsa Chica Mesa; and 

• Secondary arterial connections between Balsa Chica Street and PCH 
adjacent to the marina/commercial complex and an additional secondary 
arterial connection across Bolsa Chica Mesa between Warner and the 
Bolsa Chica Street/PCH connection 
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Land Use Plan Findings 

(2). Current LUP Amendment 

The current LUP amendment proposes up to 3,300 residential units, potentially up 
to 100,000 square feet of neighborhood commercial development, a 58 acre 
regional park and 25 acres of local park land on the Bolsa Chica Huntington Mesas 

t 

and in the Lowlands in addition to an approximately 1,1 00 acre wetland ecosystem 
restoration effort, and pedestrian and bicycle trails. The residential units and 
commercial development would be built in phases and expected to be completed by 
the year 2010. The proposed level of residential and commercial development will 
increase traffic on adjacent roadways. Because the LCP area is located opposite 
the Bolsa Chica State Beach and also includes within its boundary a significant 
coastal resource, the Balsa Chica Wetlands, traffic impacts could have the potential 
of adversely impacting public access to the coast. 

The current proposal eliminates the Cross-Gap Connector through the Lowlands. It 
is replaced with a· new secondary arterial connecting Graham Street on the north 
with Talbert Avenue on the south. Springdale Street is also extended into the 
Lowland area. Pacific Coast Highway will remain in its current alignment. 
According to the EIR, the level of development proposed in the Balsa Chica LCP 
does not require the widening of Pacific Coast Highway. The Landowne,rjMaster 
developer has to nevertheless dedicate the necessary right-of-way· for the future 
widening of Pacific Coast Highway to the ultimate width of 1 20 feet south of 
Warner Avenue. Although PCH does not need to be widened to accommodate the 
level of residential development proposed in the LCP, Warner Avenue will need to 
be widened to the Primary Arterial width requiring a 30 foot right-of-way dedication 
on the Bolsa Chica Mesa in order to accommodate the LCP level of development. 
Warner Pond, a wetland on the Bolsa Chica Mesa is located immediately adjacent to 
Warner Avenue and therefore will be eliminated when the road is widened. 

The EIR for the amended Land Use Plan identifies adverse traffic impacts that 
would result from the LCP build-out provided for in the amended Land Use Plan and • 
proposes the necessary roadway and intersection improvements to mitigate these 
impacts. However, the circulation and tr-affic component of the amended Land use 
Plan which incorporates these improvements, is inconsistent with the Coastal Act 
because the Area Traffic Improvement Program {A TIP) would allow construction of 
homes to be approved before required circulation improvements are implemented as 
allowed in Policy 43. The Land Use Plan sets up an A TIP Advisory Committee to 
monitor required traffic improvements. The City of Seal Beach is not a member 
although roadways within their jurisdiction are included in the A TIP. Without the 
participation of the City of Seal Beach on the Advisory Committee there is not 
guarantee that necessary improvements in Seal Beach will be carried out. As 
submitted, the amended Land Use Plan contains a policy that would allow . 
development to proceed even if the necessary traffic improvements of the A TIP are 
not implemented due to "non-cooperation" of the Advisory Committee. Thus the 
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amended Land Use Plan is inconsistent with the applicable Chapter 3 policies of the 
Coastal Act as stated below. 

(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

The Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act that pertain to circulation and 
transportation include Sections 30250 and 30252. In summary, these Coastal Act 
provisions require that new development include adequate parking facilities, public 
transit opportunities, and non-automobile circulation within the development 
allowed by the LCP so that public access to the coast and coastal resources are not 
adversely impacted. The full text of these Coastal Act policies is found in Exhibit A 
of this staff report. 

(4). Coastal Act Consistency 

(a). EIR Traffic Study Analysis 

{i). Study Design 

T~e EIR prepared for the Bolsa Chica LCP includes a traffic study by Robert Kahn, 
John Kain & Associates (August 1 2, 1 994) entitled Bolsa Chjca Project Traffic 
Analysis Report. The traffic analysis used computerized traffic modeling forecasts 
{Santa Ana River Area or SARA Traffic Analysis Model) with the basis being the 
Orange County Congestion Management Program (CMP) and the County of Orange 
Growth Management Program (GMP). The GMP criteria states that the traffic study 
area shall include all locations where project traffic results in a measurable increase 
in the peak hour intersection capacity utilization (ICU). Based on this requirement 
the study area included the road system within four miles of the LCP site and 
covered 131 existing and proposed intersections, including Pacific Coast Highway, 
Beach Blvd., Bolsa Chica Avenue, Warner Avenue, the San Diego Freeway (1-405), 
the Garden Grove Freeway (SR-22). · r • 

The goal of both County programs is to eliminate or minimize the impact of changes 
in land use on the transportation system. A traffic impact is considered significant 
if a project contributes measurable traffic to a location and if the project traffic 
contribution substantially and adversely changes the Level of Service at the 
location. The County's GMP considers a measurable impact as any increase in the 
existing ICU of one percent or more caused by the addition of project traffic. The 
EIR used the GMP criteria in its analysis of the projected traffic impacts for the LCP. 
The County's CMP requires that a project pay a pro-rata share for improvements at 
any location where the project causes impacts as well as for improvements to 
locations which are already deficient where the project contributes traffic greater 
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than 3 percent of the roadway link capacity within a CMP network. The EIR traffic 
analysis has been prepared using both the CMP and GMP standards. 

The EIR traffic study incorporated the build-out level of development provided for in 
the LCP as well as the build-out level of development of the surrounding cities. The 
year 2020 is the predicted date for build-out of the County General Plan. The 
traffic study also analyzed what the "no project" traffic situation would be at full 
build-out. Traffic projections were made also at five year increments {beginning 
with the year 2000) for the "no project" alternative and the LCP level of 
development. Up to 100,000 square feet of neighborhood commercial 
development on the Bolsa Chica Mesa was also included in the EIR traffic analysis. 

The traffic study evaluated the general traffic conditions at mid-block locations 
based on average daily traffic {ADT) as well as Intersection Capacity Utilization 
(ICU) methodology for analysis of the traffic flow conditions !Jt various 
intersections. · 

(ii). Exjstjng Conditions and "No Project" Alternative 

Under existing conditions analyzed in the EIR five roadway segments serve daily 
traffic volumes in excess of estimated capacities including Pacific Coa,st 'Fiighway 
between First Street (in the City of Seal Beach to the north) and Warner Avenue. 
Additionally, nine of the 129 intersections analyzed currently operate at a peak hour 
Level of Service (LOS) E or worse. One of the deficient intersections is Pacific 
Coast Highway at Seal Beach Boulevard which is located in the City of Seal Beach. 
The other roadway deficiencies occur at three intersections along Beach Blvd. 
which is a 6-lane divided highway, one intersection along Brookhurst, also a 6-lane 
divided highway and one intersection along Magnolia Street a 4-lane divided 
highway. 

The EIR traffic study indicates that by the year 2020 (build-out condition) there will 
be an 18% increase (300,000) in the number of trip-ends generated within the 
vicinity of the LCP area under the "no project" scenario. A total of 57 roadway 
segments are projected to carry ADT volumes in excess of capacity. Twenty-two 
intersections would be at LOS E or worse under the year 2020 "no project" 
scenario. Additionally, Pacific Coast Highway would need to be widened to six 
lanes north of Warner Avenue even without the proposed LCP development. 
However the County's Master Plan of Arterial Highways (MPAH) shows the section 
of Pacific Coast Highway north of Warner Avenue will remain a Primary Arterial 
Highway (4-lanes divided}. 

During the interim years prior to full General Plan build-out conditions, the 
projections indicate that there would be a number of peak hour deficiency 
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conditions. They range from 8 intersections in the year 2000 to 1 6 locations by 
the year 2010. 

(iii). Traffic Analysis with LCP Approved level of Development 

The EIR traffic modeling contains projections of what the traffic impacts would be 
with the level of development proposed in the LCP. The 3,300 residential units and 
100,000 sq. ft. of commercial space was found to result in additional partial 
impacts to the identified roadway segments and intersections. Specifically the LCP 
area at full build-out is expected to generate a total of approximately 32,940 daily 
trip-ends. This figure would account for about 1.5 percent of the total future trip
ends. During the AM peak hour the number of trip-ends is 2,805 while the PM 
peak hour trip-ends is projected to be 3,305. 

The EIR analyzed the traffic impacts for the interim years and Year 2020 build-out 
conditions of the LCP proposed development alone. This analysis indicates that 30 
locations would experience deficient peak hour operations, an increase from 22 
roadway segments under the "no project" condition. With regards to peak hour 
intersection operations, under the LCP level of development, six additiona.l 
intersections would have a measurable adverse impact over and above the 
deficiencies that would occur even without the LCP development.. ·• 

In summary, the EIR traffic projections indicate that with the level of development 
allowed in the amended Land Use Plan there would be significant adverse traffic 
and circulation impacts. However, even if the Land Use Plan development were not 
allowed, significant adverse traffic and circulation impacts would occur from the 
build out of the surrounding communities. Specifically, without the amended Land 
Use Plan level of development, by the year 2020, 22 intersections would be at LOS 
uE" or worse. With the LCP development, 8 additional locations would be similarly 
impacted. 

• 
(iv}. Proposed Area TraffJc Improvements Program fATIPl 

To address the increase in traffic d~ficiencies caused by the LCP development the 
EIR proposes certain traffic improvements on identified roadway segments and 
intersections along with standard conditions and project design features as outlined 
in the EIR. The standard conditions address the submittal of a construction traffic 
control plan, including grading haul road routes prior to the start of each phase of 
development to ensure that construction traffic impacts can be minimized. Also 
required is the preparation of Deficiency Plans per the requirements of the County's 
Congestion Management Program when not all projected roadway deficiencies can 
be mitigated by actions of the County. This is because many of the roadways and 
intersections with projected deficiencies are outside the LCP area or in the case of 
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Pacific Coast Highway, is a state highway. The two project design features include 
the requirement to prepare and implement an Area Traffic Improvement Program 
(A TIP) to mitigate the identified measurable increase in adverse traffic conditions 
caused by the LCP level of development and a requirement to prepare a 
Transportation Demand Management (TOM) Program in compliance with the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District regulations to increase average vehicle 
occupancy and decrease peak hour trip generation and congestion. 

The Area Traffic Improvement Program or A TIP is a program designed to finance, 
implement and monitor the identified circulation improvements that will be 
necessary to accommodate the proposed LCP development. The A TIP contains 
two components: Full Construction and Fair-Share Participation. The Full 
Construction component includes roadway segment and intersection improvements 
which the LCP landowner/master developer will be fully responsible to implement at 
the time development occurs. These specific improvements were chosen because 
a significant percentage of the LCP traffic is anticipated to use the roadway 
segments and intersections, the level of deficiency and proximity to the LCP area. 
They have also been identified by the County as well as the local agencies having 
jurisdiction over the improvements as key access corridors for .the regional 
transportation system. 

. .. 
The A TIP Full Construction component focuses on Bolsa Chic a Street as an 
alternative route to Pacific Coast Highway since PCH will not be widened beyond 
four lanes north of the LCP area (Warner Avenue}. Regionally significant freeway 
interchanges of the San Diego Freeway ((1-405) and the Garden Grove Freeway (SR 
22) are also included within the Full Construction component of the A TIP. The 
Fair-Share Participation components. include all the remaining intersection and 
roadway improvements to which the LCP is expected to contribute measurable 
traffic increase and where the facility will experience deficient operations without 
improvement. 

Many of the A TIP components are located within the jurisdiction of the cities that 
surround the LCP area. Therefore the A TIP implementation has to be coordinated 
with these other jurisdictions. The LCP~ proposes various techniques to finance, 
construct, and monitor the A TIP program. They include an A TIP phasing program 
and an A TIP advisory committee made up of the other affected local agencies and 
the Landowner/Master Developer. The EIR states that the landowner/master 
developer will pay his pro-rata share of the A TIP Fair-Share Participation 
improvements on a phased basis prior to the construction of the particular phase of 
the residential and commercial development. The EIR further suggests that this 
funding may be secured by a Development Agreement between the 
landowner/master developer and the County of Orange. 
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(b). Proposed LUP Amendment Traffic Provisions 

Chapter 5 of the Land Use Plan includes Policy 46 which states that the A TIP 
components are to be phased as described in Table 5.1. Table 5.1 is found in the 
Technical Plans and Information section of the chapter and not within the policy 
section. Table 5.1 is entitled "A TIP COMPONENTS Bolsa Chjca Land Use Plan". 
Table 5.1 is very similar to the listof A TIP components identified as necessary in 
the EIR traffic study, with a few exceptions. The list of roadway segment and 
intersection improvements in the LUP and the EIR are identical. The two 
documents are also identical with regards to which improvements are Full . 
Construction by the Landowner/Master Developer versus those that are to be done 
on a pro-rata basis. Likewise, the two documents state that the LCP area housing 
should be fully built out by the year 2010 but the A TIP plans show additional traffic 
improvements to be done through year 2020 in order to be consistent with the 
Orange County General Plan build-out which is projected to occur year 2020. The 
LUP Table 5-1 and the EIR traffic improvements exhibit both contain a footnote 
which states that the improvements are to be phased on or before the projected 
year, subject to a more detailed phasing analysis approved by the Director, EMA. 

However the phasing of the improvements is not identical in th.e EIR and LUP. The 
EIR and LUP traffic improvement plans should not differ since the basis for the Ll.JP 
traffic policies is the 1 994 traffic study contained in the EIR. 

The EIR and LUP A TIP plans differ in the number of total residential units and the 
phasing of the traffic improvements. The EIR analyzes a total of 3,200 units while 
the LUP contains 100 more units for a total of 3,300. The EIR traffic study was 
prepared in August, 1994. The LUP was adopted in December, 1994. In October, 
1 994 Orange County Environmental Management Agency planning staff 
recommended to the Planning Commission that they increase the number of 
residential units on the 8olsa Chica Mesa by 100 for a total of 2,500 units and 
decrease the size of the Lowland Community Park from 1 5 to 8 acres in order to 
fund a newly proposed tidal inlet for the restoration of the Bolsa Chica wetlands. 
The planning staff stated that no additional analysis was necessary due to the 1 00 
additional residential units. ! -
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PHASE DWELLING 
(YEAR)' UNITS 

Phase I 1 to soo 
(1998) 

Pbasel 1 to soo 
(1998) 

Phase 1 1 to soo 
(1998) 

Phase 1 1 to SOO 
(1998) 

Phase 1 1 to soo 
(1998) 

Pbase 1 1 to soo 
(1998) 

Phase 2 501 to 1,235 
(2000) 

Phase 2 501 to 1,235 
(2000} 

Land Use Plan Findings 

Figure 13: A TIP COMPONENTS 
(From Table 5-1 of the LUP) 

A TIP COMPONENTS 
Bolsa Cbica Land Use Plan 

STATUS LOCATION OF 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Full Construction Pacific Coast Hiahway a1 

Warner Avenue 

Full CODSUUCtion Warner Avenue at Bolsa Chica 
Street 

fair-Share Participation Pacific Coast Highway, Warner 
Avenue to Los Angeles County 
Line 

ROW Dedication Pacific Coast Highway adjacent 
to Landowner/Muter Developer 
holdinls 

fair-Share Participation Beach Boulevard a1 Warner 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Mapolia Street at Warner 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Pacific Coast Highway, Golden 
West Street to Warner Avenue 

Pull COIIStt'UCtion Bolsa Chica Street a1 Garden 
Grove Boulevard and tbrouih I-
405 and SR-22 Inrercbanges, 
includiiJi roadway wideninl to 
200 feet south of eastbound I· 
405 off-ramp 

DESCRIPTION OF IMPROVEMENTS 

East Lea 
- Add 2nd left-tum lane 
. Add 3rd eastbound thru lane . Extend free ri&ht·tum lane 

East Lea 
. Add 2nd westbound left-tum lane 

West Leg . Add 2nd eastbound left-tum lane 

Improvements to PCH consistent with its 
designation as a Primary Arterial 

Dedication of half-section ROW for future 
improverneiu of PCH as a ~ajor (120-foot 
ROW) Arterial .. 

North Leg 
. Add 4th southbound tbru lane 

South Lea . Add 3rd nordlbound thru lane 
East Lea . Add 4tb westbound tbru lane 
West Lea . Add 4tb eastbound tbru lane 
. Add 2nd eastbound left-tum lane 

Improvement of PCH to its MP AH 
designation as a Major (120-foot ROW) 
Arterial 

North Lea 
. Add 3rd southbound thru lane 

South Leg . Add 3rd nordlbound thru lane 
. Add 2nd northbound right-tum lane 

East Lea . Add 2nd westbound left-tum lane 
. Add westbound free right-tum lane 

1 These improvements are to be phased on or before tbc projected year. subject to a more detailed pbasing analysis approved by tbc 
Director of EMA prior to recordation of my map. 

152 

. ... 



. . 

Phase2 SOl to 1,235 
(2000) 

Phase 2 SOl to 1.235 
(2000) 

Phase 2 SOl to 1,235 
(2000) 

Phase 3 1.236 to 2.820 
(2005) 

Phase 3 1,236 to 2,820 
(2005) 

Phase 3 1,236 to 2,820 
(2005) 

Phase 3 1.236 to 2,820 
(2005) 

Ptaase 3 1 ,236 to 2.820 
(2005) 

Phase 3 1,236 to 2,820 
(2005) 

Phase 3 1,236 to 2,820 
(2005) 

Phase 3 1,236 to 2,820 
{2005) 

Land Use Plan Findings 

Figure 13: ATIP COMPONENTS 
(From Table 5·1 of the LUP) 

ATIP COMPONENTS 
BoJsa Cbica Land Use Plan 

Full Consuuclion Bolsa Chica Street at Warner 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Springdale Street at 
Westminster Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Beach Boulevard at Slater 
Avenue 

Full ConstruCtion Bolsa Chica Street at Edinger 
Avenue 

Full Consuuclion Oolden West Street at Slater 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Hoover Avenue at Bolsa 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Gothard Street at McFadden 
Avenue 

Fair-share Participation Beach Boulevard at Slater 
Avenue 

. 
Fair-Share Participation Newland Street at Warner 

Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Magqolia Street at Warner 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Magnolia Street at Slater 
Avenue 

North Leg . Add 2nd southbound thru lane 
South Leg 

. Add primary section (with acquisition of 
ROW) 

South Leg 
. Add 3rd northbound thru lane 
. Add northbound free right-rum lane 

East Leg . Add 2nd westbound left-rum lane 
West Leg 

. Add 3rd eastbound thru lane 

North U:g 
. Add 4th southbound thru lane 
. Add 2nd southbound left-rum lane 

South Leg . Add 4th northbound thru lane . Add 2nd northbound left-rum lane 
East Leg ... . Add 3rd and 4th westbound thru lanes 

. Add 2nd westbound left-mm lane 

North Leg . Add southbound right-rum lane . Add northbound bike lane 

East Leg 
. Add westbound right-rum lane 

South Leg . Add northbound free right-tum lane 

South Leg . Add 2nd northbound left-rum lane 

West Leg . Add 3rd eastbound thru lane 

South Leg . Add 3rd northbound thru lane 

North Leg . Add 3rd southbound thru lane 

North Leg 
- Add 3rd southbound thru lane 

1 These improvements are to be phased on or before the projected year, subject to a more detailed phasing analysis approved by the 
Director of EMA prior to recordation of any map. 
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Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Pbase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3.300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phase 4 2,821 to 3,300 
(2010) 

Phases 
(202cY) 

2.821 to 3,300 

Phases 2,821 to 3,300 
(202(f) 

Phases 2.821 to 3,300 
(202(f) 

Land Use Plan Findings 

Figure13: ATIP COMPONENTS· 
(From Table 5-1 of tbe LUP) 

ATIPCOMPONENTS 
Bolsa Cbjca Land Use ptan 

Full Construction Bolsa Cbica Street; l-405 and 
SR-22 Interchanges 

Full Construction Bolsa Chica Street at 
Wesaninster Avenue 

Fair-Sbare Participation Springdale Street at 
Wesaninster Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Hoover Avenue at Bolsa 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Gothard Street at McFadden 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Beach Boulevard at Slarer 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Panic:ipation Mapolia Street at Warner 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Panic:ipuion Mqnolia Street at Slater 
Avenue 

Full ConstnlelioD Warner Avenue at 1-405 
lnlen:hanae 

Full Construction Warner Avenue, Hlllldnp)n 
Harbour Connection Channel to 
Los Patos A venue 

Full Construction Bolsa Chica Street at 
Wesaninster Avenue 

Full Construclion Bolsa cbica Street at J3dinFr 
Avenue 

Full ConstruCtion Grabam Street at Warner 
Avenu8 • 

East Leg 
- Add 3rd westbound left-tum lane 

Nonh Leg (200 feet) 
- Add 4th southbound thru lane 

South Leg (200 feet) 
- Add 4th southbound thru lane 

Nonh Leg 
- Add 3rd southbound duu lane 

Nonh Leg 
- Add 2nd southbound left-tum lane 

East Leg 
- Add westbound right-tum lane 

West Leg 
- Add eastbound right-tum lane 

Nonh Leg 
- Add 3rd southbound thru lane 

West Leg 
.. 

- Add 2nd eastbound left-t!tm lane 

NonhLeg 
- Add 2nd southbound ·left-tum lane 

South Leg 
- Add 3rd northbound duu lane 

West Leg and East Leg 
- Add 3rd westbound thru lane on bridge 

Provide complete balf-section improvement of 
Warner Avenue u a Major (120-foot ROW) 
adjacent to the project 

South Leg 
- Add 3rd northbound left-tum lane 

West Leg 
- Restripe eastbound thru lanes 

Nonh Leg 
- Add southbound right-tum lane 

1 These improvementS are to be pbued on or before the projecred year, subject to a more decailed phasiJI& analysis approved by the 
Director of EMA prior to recordalion of any map. 

1 Although the project is amicipared to be complered by Year 2010, additional improvements have been identified for General Plan build-out 
(Year 2020) conditions. Because these improvements are not direcdy relatid to project phasing, the timing of Year 2020 full 
construction and fair-share colitribution componentS bave been allocared to the Year 2010 project phase. 
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PhaseS' 2,821 to 3,300 
(202&) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(202ol) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(202ol) 

Phases 2,821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(202ol) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

PhaseS 2,821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

PhaseS 2.821 to 3,300 
(20202

) 

Land Use Plan Findings 

Figure 13: A TIP COMPONENTS 
(From Table 5-1 of the LUP) 

ATIP COMPONENTS 
Bolsa Chjca Land Use Plan 

Fair-Share Participation Springdale Street at 
Wesaninster Avenue 

Full Construction Edwards Street at Talbert 
Avenue 

Full Construction Golden West Street at Edinger 
Avenue 

Full Construction Golden West Street at Slater 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Golden West Street at Garfield 
Avenue 

Fair-5hare Participation Golden West Street at Yorktown 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Hoover Avenue at Bolsa 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Gothard Street at McFadden 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Gothard Street at Warner 
Avenue 

Fair-Share Participation Pacific Coast Highway at Beach 
Boulevard 

Fair-Share Participation Newland Street at Warner 
Avenue 

. !: ... 

Fair-Share Participation Bushard Street at Slater Avenue 

South Leg 
- Add 2nd norlhbound left-tum lane 

Norlh Leg 
- Add 2nd southbound left-tum lane 

West Leg 
- Add eastbound right-tum overlap 

Norlh Leg 
- Add 2nd southbound left-tum lane 

South Leg 
- Add 3rd norlhbound thru lane 
- Maintain bike lane 

East Leg 
- Add 2nd westbound thru lane 

East Leg 
- Add westbound right-tum overlap 

Norlh Leg 
.. 

- Add 3rd southbound~ lane 
South Leg 
- Add 2nd norlhbound.left-tum lane 

West Leg 
- Add 3rd eastbound thru lane 

Norlh Leg 
- Add southbound right-tum lane 

South Leg 
- Add 3rd norlhbound thru lane 

East Leg 
- Add westbound right-tum lane 

South Leg 
- Add 3rd norlhbound thru lane 

East Leg 
- Add 4th westbound thru lane 

West Leg 
- Add 4th eastbound thru lane 

West Leg 
- Add 3rd eastbound thru lane 

These improvements are to be phased on or before the projected year, subject to a more detailed phasing analysis approved by the 
Director of EMA prior to recordation of any map. 

Although the project is anticipated to be completed by Year 2010, additional improvements have been identified for General 
Plan build-out (Year 2020) conditions. Because these improvements are not directly related to project phasing, the timing of Year 2020 
full construction and fair-share contribution components have been allocated to the Year 2010 project phase. 
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b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

As detaited in the above denial findings for the regional circulation/transportation 
• 

component of the LUP amendment, the proposal is inconsistent with Sections 
30250 and 30252 of the Coastal Act. As submitted the A TIP policies would allow 
the approval of a coastal development permit for residentia~ development without 
assurance that the traffic improvements that are the sole responsibility of the 
Landowner/Master Developer as well as those that the Landowner/Master 
Developer is only partially responsible are provided. This would occur because 
A TIP assurances are tied to the issuance of building permits and not approval of the 
coastal development permit. 

The modifications to the circulation/transportation component assures that all of 
the affected local jurisdictions are members of the A TIP Advisory Committee that 
oversees traffic improvements, and assures that traffic improVements are required 
as a condition of the coastal development permit and are constructed prior to 
occupancy of the homes requiring the improvements. 

Only if modified as suggested. is the regional circulation/transportation c~mponent 
of the LUP amendment consistent with the applicable Chapter 3 provisions of the 
Coastal Act. 

. ~;-
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D. DEVELOPMENT COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 6 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

a. DENIAL OF LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

(1). 1986 Land Use Plan 

The previously certified LUP approved up to 5, 700 residential units on 
approximately 500 acres on both the Bolsa Chica Mesa and in the Lowlands. Also 
proposed in the 1986 LUP was a 60 acre marina complex which included 1,300 
boat slips and other associated marina development and a 1 5 acre visitor-serving 
retail/restaurant/overnight lodging commercial complex. The previous submittal 
included 91 5 acres of restored wetlands, a navigable ocean entrance, a 130 acre 
Bolsa Chica Regional Park and trails linking the Lowlands and the regional park and 
the Bolsa Chica State Beach across Pacific Coast Highway. The previous submittal 
was an LUP only and the details for the phasing of the development were not 
included. 

(2). Current LUP Amendment Proposal ., 

The current amendment would result in a less intensive development with a total of 
3,300 residential units spread among the Bolsa Chica Mesa and the Lowlands. 
Wetlands restoration is also proposed through a combination of creation of 
wetlands in areas that currently do not contain wetlands and the enhancement of 
existing wetlands. Up to 900 residential units, an 8 acre passive and active local 
park and a fire station are also proposed in the Lowlands. A public 
bicycle/pedestrian trail will ring the wetlands providing controlled public access 
through the wetlands ecosystem area. A portion of the Lowlands will include 
bicyc.le trails. 

The Landowner/Master Developer is also dedicating 49 acres of land for the 
development of the Harriett Wieder Regi6nal Park (formerly Bolsa Chica Regional 
Park). The County's 1992 development plan for the ultimate 106 acre regional 
park is also incorporated into the current LUP amendment. 

{3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

Most of the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act pertain to the new development 
component of the amended Bois a Chica LUP. The marine resources policies of the 
Coastal Act protect wetlands and allow them to be filled only for certain specific 
uses and only under certain circumstances; the land resources protection policies 
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protect environmentally sensitive habitat areas and archaeological and 
paleontological resources; the davelopment policies protact the scenic, and visual 
qualities of the coastal areas, and require adequate parking provisions far new 
development. 

(4). Coastal Act Consistency 

As detailed in Chapter Ill of this report, the Bolsa Chica LCP, as amended allows up 
to 900 residential units in the Lowlands. Lowland residential development will 
result in the fill of approximately 18% of the wetlands. The residential 
development in the Lowlands were found to be an allowable use pursuant to 
Sections 30233 and 30411 of the Coastal Act and to be necessary to fund the 
proposed wetland restoration activities. The wetlands restoration efforts include 
replacement of the wetlands lost due to residential development and the conversion 
of an additional 127 acres of upland areas into fully functioning wetlands resulting 
in a 19% increase in total wetlands. 

Also included within the Lowland residential area is an 8 acre community park 
which provides recreational opportunities for the new residents of the area as well 
as the general public and a fire station, a necessary public safety fac::ility:· 

The development policies of the Land Use Plan amendment are not consistent with 
the protection of marine resources and the public access/public recreation policies 
of the Coastal Act. As submitted they do not require residential development 
adjacent to the wetlands ecosystem area to avoid adverse impacts to the maximum 
extent feasible. Further, as submitted the development policies do not ensure that 
the general public will have access to all of the recreational facilities of the LCP 
area. Finally, the plan does not ensure that useable open space or parking areas 
will not be reduced b·y new infrastructure and utilities if they can not be 
undergrounded. 

b. APPROVAL AS MODIFIED 

The Development Component of the Land Use Plan amendment must be modified 
to bring it into conformance with the marine resources and public access/public 
recreation policies of the Coastal Act. Policy 49 (County Policy 6.2.3) must be 
modified to provide for the maximum protection of the wetlands ecosystem area 
from impacts of adjacent residential development. Policy 52 (County Policy 6.2.16) 
makes it clear, as modified, the circumstances under which new utilities to serve 
adjacent residential areas may be allowed within the wetlands. Policy 50 (County 
Policy 6.2. 7) is modified to ensure that all of the community facilities of the LCP 
area provide public coastal access. Finally, Policy 51 (County Policy 6.2.15) must 
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" be modified to ensure that useable public recreation or public parking areas are not 

reduced due to infrastructure siting. 

Only as modified are the development policies consistent with the applicable 
Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act. 

E. OIL PRODUCTION COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 7 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

(1}. 19$6 Land Use Plan 

Oil production in Bolsa Chica would be allowed to continue and would be phased 
out as reserves are depleted. The 1986 Land Use Plan also allowed for the 
consolidation of facilities to facilitate the implementation of the wetlands 
restoration effort. · • 

(2). Current LUP Amendment Proposal 

Oil production in Bolsa Chica would be allowed to continue. Phases 1 & 2 of the 
Wetland Restoration program are not dependent on the phase out of oil production. 
However, the remaining phases of the Wetland Restoration Program (Phases 3-6) 
would be dependent on the depletion of the oil reserves. The amended Land Use 
Plan does not preclude early public acquisition and abandonment of oil leases to 
facilitate accelerated implementation of the Wetlands Restoration Program. 

Oil production is intended to be carried out in a manner to protect biological 
resources to the maximum feasible. To= achieve this objective an Oil Spill 
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan and Oil Spill Contingency Plan has 
been prepared. 

(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

Bolsa Chica is an oil producing area. Sections 30260 and 30262 of the Coastal 
Act allow the continued use of an area for oil production. Oil and gas operations 
are allowed if adverse environmental effects are mitigated to the maximum extent 
feasible and the development is performed safely. Section 30262 also requires that 
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new or expanded facilities be consolidated to the maximum extent feasible unless 
consolidation would have adverse environmental: consequences. 

Though, oil operations are a permissible use at Balsa Chica, Balsa Chica is a tidally 
influenced wetland that must. be protected from environmental damage. Thus oil 
production at Balsa Chica is constrained by Sections 30230, 30231, and 30232 of 
the Coastal Act. Section 30232 of the Coastal Act mandates that proposed 
development protect the environment from the spillage of hydrocarbon products. 
Additionally, Coastal Act sections 30230 and 30231 mandate the marine resource 
be maintained and the biological productivity and quality of coastal waters be 
maintained. The lowland portions of Balsa Chica are wetlands and oil production 
occurs in the• wetlands .. The spillage of hydrocarbons from these producing well 
into the wetlands would have an adverse effect. on the biological resources. 
Therefore it is critical that the Balsa Chica Local Coastal Program address this 
issue. 

(4). Coastal Act Consistency 

The Land Use Plan as submitted contains policies which do not fully implement the 
Coastal Act policies cited above. The Land Use Plan, as submitted, contains 
policies which allow the continued production of hydrocarbons. However; lacking 
are umbrella policies which clearly restrict oil production from adversely· affecting 
the wetlands and for the consolidation of facilities if practical. Specific policies, 
such as Policy 54 exist. Policy 54 of the Oil Production Component calls for an oil 
spill prevention and control and countermeasure plan which would clean-up an oil 
spill after it occurs. However, Policy 54 does not actually promote the concept 
that oil production should be carried out in a manner compatible with the protection 
of biological resources. To guarantee that oil production will not have an adverse 
impact on the environment, the Oil Production Component of the Land Use Plan 
Amendment must be modified to address these concerns. 

Further, Policy 54 of the Oil Production Component, as submitted, presents a 
procedural problem. Policy 54, as submitted, calls for incorporation of the Oil Spill 
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan, and the Oil Spill Contingency Plan 
when updated, directly into the Wetlands Restoration Program. The Commission 
recognizes that the intent of these plans is to provide for the cleanup of an oil spill 
should one occur. However, the possibility exists, that the procedures contained in 
these plans may not be consistent with the Wetlands Restoration Program. Oil 
cleanup procedures that are not consistent with the Wetlands Restoration Program 
should not be automatically incorporated in the Wetlands Restoration. Allowing 
this would have the effect of modifying the Wetlands Restoration Program without 
the Wetlands Restoration Program going through the normal LCP amendment 
procedures. 
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Therefore, for the reasons enumerated in the paragraphs above, the Commission 
finds that, as submitted, the Oil Production policies of the Land Use Plan are not in 
conformance with nor adequate to implement Sections 30232, 3021, 30230, 
30260 and 30262 of the Coastal Act regarding the protection against the spillage 
of petroleum products, the consolidation of facilities, minimizing adverse 
environmental impacts, and the maintenance of marine resources to promote 
biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters. 

b. APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED LAND USE PLAN AS MODIFIED 

To bring the Oil Production Component, as submitted, into conformance with the 
Coastal Act; Policy 54 has been modified and a new Policy 55 has been added. 
N.ew development for purposes of oil production would be any new development 
not excluded by the CoFnmission's Resolution of Exemption E-2-15-73-71. 
Exemption E-2-1 5-73-71 allows existing oil operations to continue and exempts 
most existing operations and maintenance from the requirement to obtain a coastal 
development permit. 

Policy 54 has been modified to require that the Oil Spill Prevention, Control, and 
Countermeasure, and Oil Spill Contingency Plans which are incorporated into the 
Wetlands Restoration Program be consistent with the regulations contained in the 
Wetlands Restoration Program. To promote consolidation, a new Policy, Policy 55 
has been added. The consolidation of new facilities would be an integral 
component of the Implementation Program since it would maximize opportunities to 
conduct wetland restoration while still allowing oil production to continue. 

Therefore, as modified, for the reasons described in the paragraphs above, the 
Commission finds that the Land Use Plan Amendment is in conformance with and 
adequate to carry out Sections 30230, 30231, 30232, 30260, and 30262 of the 
Coastal Act regarding the protection against the spillage of petroleum products, 
maintenance of marine resources, and biological productivity and quality of coastal 
waters. 

!- .. 
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·:;,. P:!'.:>,·:FmrANCING AND PHASING COMPONENT 

CHAPTER 8 OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT 

a. DENIAL OF THE LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENT AS SUBMITTED 

(1 ). 1986 Land Use Plan 

The previous 1 986 LUP did not provide any detailed financing and phasing for the 
wetland restoration and community development components. A Phase I Public 
Facilities Management and Financing Plan (PFMF} was to be reviewed separately 
from the LUP and a Phase II PFMF was to be developed at the Implementation Plan 
stage of the LCP. Finally, a wetland restoration phasing plan was to be developed 
at the LUP Confirmation Phase. 

(2). Land Use Plan Amendment 

The Financing and Phasing Component of the amended Land Use Plan sets fort the 
phasing and financing policies. These policies relate to how wetlands restoration 
and community development will be phased and financed. Due to the complex 
interrelationship among oil production, wetlands restoration, and the capital 
required over time to construct the public and private improvements, the specific of 
phasing and financing are important factors. In particular the timing of phasing is 
closely tied to the phase out of oil production. 

(3). Applicable Coastal Act Policies 

The Coastal Act requires through policies contained in Chapter 3 that development 
be designed in such a manner to minimize adverse impacts to coastal resources, 
that coastal access be promoted, and ta; mitigated adverse impacts if the adverse 
impacts can not be avoided~ Therefore, financing and phasing provides one of the 
mechanisms to address how coastal act concerns with a proposed development 
can be resolved to assure that the development complies with the Coastal Act. All 
the Coastal Act policies contained in Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act apply. 

(4). Coastal Act Consistency 

The current Land Use Plan amendment states that there is a complex 
interrelationship between oil production, wetland restoration, and the capital 
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" required to construct public and private improvements for the approved LCP 
development. The Land Use Pfan am~entfurther states that the .Wetland$ 
RestoFation Plan (WRP), a portion of the llmplementation Plan, contains the mare 
dataiied wetlands restoration phasing policies. Therefore a more detailed analysis 
of the wetlands restoration phasing and financing is discussed in the Wetlands 
Restoration Phasing portion of this document. The amended Land Use Plan ! 

wetlands restoration phasing and financing policies are therefore very general and 
refer to the Wetlands Restoration Plan. As submitted, the phasing and financing 
policies are inconsistent with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. 

Policy 56 (County Policy 8.2.2) states that public funding of public community 
facilities shall only occur where the development plans are fully consistent with the 
Balsa Chica LCP. The Coastal Act requires all development, whether publicly or 
privately funded, to be fully consistent with a certified LCP. Therefore, as 
submitted, the above policy is inconsistent with the Coastal Act. 

Policy 57 (County Policy 8.2.5) is internally inconsistent with the text of the 
amended Land Use Plan as well as other provisions of the Implementation Plan. 
Section 8.3.4 of Chapter- 8 of the amended Land Use Plan states that: .~~The specific 
financial details pertaining to wetlands restoration are or will be established in ( 1) 
this LUP; (2) the Wetlands Restoration Plan which is an Implementing Actions 
Program for the Balsa Chica LCP; (3) a Development Agreement between· the 
County of Orange and the Landowner/Master Developer; and (4) applicable permits 
and agreements issued by the Federal and State agencies responsible for reviewing 
and approving the wetlands restoration, including the ACOE, USFWS, and CDFG." 

The Wetlands Restoration Program and the Development Agreement contain 
provisions for the establishment of a "Mesa Conservation Fund". The stated 
purpose of the fund is that it is to be used: .ufor construction, restoration 
operations and maintenance of Wetlands Restoration Area IC and/or other areas 
within the Recreation/Open Space or Wetlands Restoration Program" as stated in 
General Regulation 2.3.5.8 of the Planned Community Program. The Development 
Agreement contains similar language. . r' ~ 

However, County Policy 8.2.5, as submitted, states that the wetlands restoration 
financing shall be as provided for in Table 8.1 of the amended Land Use Plan. 
Table 8.1 does not include any contributions from the Mesa Conservation Fund. 
Instead, the financial assurance for wetlands restoration is based solely on 
development "milestones" of Lowland development or approvals for Lowland 
development. Therefore as submitted, the wetlands phasing and financing policy is 
internally inconsistent with other sections of the amended Land Use Plan and the 
Implementation Plan. 

163 



Land Use Plan Findings .. 
b. APPROVALASMODifiED. 

Poli.cy 56 (County Policy. 8.2.2} must be deleted in order 'to find the amended Land 
Use Plan consistent with Chapter 3 ·of the Coastal Act. Deletion of this policy 
makes it clear that an development must be fully consistent with the Balsa C~ica 
Local Coastal Program. 

Policy 57 (County Policy 8.2.5) has been modified to recognize the financial 
contribution of the Mesa Conservation in the financing of the wetlands restoration 
proposed. The Mesa Conservation fund is an integral component of the wetland 
restoration program. The modification now renders the amended Land Use Plan • 
internally consistent. 

Only as modified is the Financing and Phasing Component of the amended land Use 
Plan consistent with the applicable Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act. ' 

.. 
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X. FINDINGS FOR DENIAL OF THE COUNTY OF ORANGE'S 
IMPLEMENTAnON PROGRAM, AND APPROVAL WITH 
MODIFICATIONS 

At the January 11, 1996 Commission hearing, after denying the Bolsa Chica!Land 
Use Plan Amendment 1-95 as submitted and approving it with suggested 
modifications, the Commission also denied the Implementation Plan portion of the 
Local Coastal Program and approved it with suggested modifications. The 
Implementation Plan or Implementing Actions Program consists of four principal 
documents: the Planned Community (PC) Program, the Wetlands Restoration Plan 
(WRP), Section 7-9 of the Orange County Zoning Code and the Bois a Chica 
Development Agreement. 

The suggested modifications to the Implementation Plan imposed by the 
Commission include those contained in January 2, 1996 Orange County document 
entitled, "County-Suggested Modifications to the Bolsa Chica LCP Land Use Plan 
Amendment No. 1-95 and Related Implementing Actions Program". Additionally, 
the suggested modifications include verbal changes made by the County of Orange 
at the January 11 , 1 996 hearing. Finally, additional policies and further changes co 
the Planned Community Program, Wetlands Restoration Plan, and the Bo(sa Chica 
Development Agreement are included in the suggested modifications because they 
are necessary to bring the implementing actions into conformance with the certified 
amended Land Use Plan. 

The following pages contain the specific findings to support the modifications 
imposed by the Commission that are contained in Chapter VII, Implementation Plan 
Suggested Modifications. The findings are organized by topic within the four 
implementation documents and not by chapters as with the original findings. 

A. PlANNED COMMUNITY PRQ_GRAM 

The format of the Planned Community (PC) Program is a chapter on the purpose 
and objectives of the regulatory document followed by Chapter Two, General 
Regulations. The first chapter does not contain any standards or regulations but 
contains information such as the location of the LCP area, purpose, organization of 
the LCP and CEQA requirements. It also contains three maps including a planning 
process flow chart and a flow chart of the LCP components. 

Chapter Two of the PC Program contains the general regulations which all 
development within the LCP area is subject to. In addition to the general 
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regulations, most Planning Areas are subject to specific regulations and standards. 
Tll1t. Gea~al Regulation$ ue comprehensive and contain 48 pages of standards. 
~g general provisions, speciaf provisions, and cdrlcfitiomr ot ~prover.· The 
section on genera• provisions contain standards such as procedural requirements, 
overlay district requirements, and statements that aU development must be 
consistent with existing specific Zoning Code and General Plan requirementsz The 
section on special provisions requires that the development allowed under the PC 
Program comply with the PC Development Map and Statistical Table, and other 
provisions such as residential density, Planning Area boundaries, flood control, 
public schools, local park requirements, water conservation, private street and 
driveway standards, public road design, traffic improvement program, 
archaeological and paleontological resources, utilities, fire protection, interim and 
temporary land uses, and air quality control regulations. Finally, the section on 
conditions of approval relate to requirements that the applicant indemnify the 
County against law suits, lights and glare, noise, annual monitoring report, grading 
and geology, hazardous substances, hydrology, water quality, coastal resources, 
marine and terrestrial biology, transportation/circulation, bikeways, air quality, 
noise, cultural resources, aesthetics, public services and utilities, and recreation. 

1 • General Regulations 

As submitted the General Regulations are not in conformance with and do not 
adequately carry out the certified Bot sa Chica Land Use Plan as amended. One of 
the major changes to the General Plan regulations is to change the timing of 
submittal of required information or payment of a required fee such as A TIP or 
Mesa Conservation Fund fee to be tied to the issuance of the coastal development 
permit as opposed to the issuance of the building permit. Other General 
Regulations have been changed to incorporate the language of the applicable Land 
Use Plan policy. 

2. Recreation 

The General Regulations pertaining to recreation and the Recreation Planning Area 
standards as submitted are not in conformance with and are not adequate to carry 
out the recreation policies of the Land Use Plan as amended. General Regulation 
2.2.6 pertains to the preparation of a future Local Park Improvement Plan (LPIP). 
The regulation is not specific enough in that it provides no minimum park 
requirements, responsibility for actual park improvements, signage or public parking 
provisions. General Regulation 2.3.21 .71 ties the dedication of land for the Harriett 
Wieder Regional Park to the issuance of grading permits or the recordation of 
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subdivision maps which is inconsistent with the applicable Land Use Plan policy 
PF~t.,.ing ta the regional per~ .. land dedi~:~ •.. l~· ~F~'fiQA, Pfett~nmQ At&CJ , _ 
Standa~ds ar.e also problematic as subnilitted in that they- do not requirie or carry. out 
the public access provisions (adequate number of bicycle racks}, signage, or park 
design standards of the Land Use Plan policies. Recreation aFea signage· provisions 
are also dealt with in Chapter 8 regulations. As submitted they do not ensure that 
the public will be made aware of the recreational amenities of the LCP area and do 
not take into account the character of the surrounding area in their design. 

Only as modified to incorporate the specific park design standards, signage and 
bicycle requirements of the applicable Land Use Plan recreation policies or to 
conform the timing of the dedication of park land to be consistent with the LUP 
provisions are the PC Program standards and regulations in conformity with and 
adequate to carry out the recreation and public access policies of the Land Use Plan 
as amended. 

3. Traffic And Circulation 
• 

Several General Regulations (Section 2.3. 13) deal with the preparation ~~a 
comprehensive area traffic improvement plan (A TIP). The Balsa Chica Development 
Agreement contains the A TIP as referred to in regulation 2.3. 13.43 and .44. The 
A TIP was also reviewed in Chapter 5 of the Land Use Plan. The Commission found 
the A TIP to be in conformance with the Coastal Act only if modified to require the 
establishment of A TIP fees, the posting of a security to guarantee fair-share 
improvements and the payment of A TIP fees by the developers be tied to the 
issuance of coastal development permits and not the recordation of final subdivision 
maps or the issuance of building permits. As submitted the regulations deaiing 
with A TIP funding program, security for improvements, and payment of traffic 
mitigation fees are either tied to the recordation of the final subdivision map or the 
issuance of building permits and are therefore not in conformance with the 
amended LUP. ! • 

The PC Program has been modified to add new A TIP General Regulations 2.2.29. 1 
through .4 which are in conformity with the A TIP policies of the amended LUP. 
Only as modified did the Commission find the Implementation Plan in conformance 
with and adequate to carry out the traffic and circulation policies of the amended 
Land Use Plan. 
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4. Conservation Planning 
. - ' ''., ,.;, ' -. ,,;.~ :;.: ,i ·, ~.,t~~~~f~t~:;tt,; :::~>c;; ··.· ,,: ". ~ 

· "· tha-t£at~SeNation· Planning Arsa regulations tmpftJJmint.ct 1lf!nl.tiitfto~·~mariFYer'' ~· ' 
physicat resource, cuftural.resource, and vfsuat'resourC:e pottcies eantained in the 
Resource Restoration and Canservation Component ofttr& amended Land Use Pfan> 
As submitted, the Conservation Planning Area Regulations are not in conforrrtance 
with and do not adequately carry out the certified Botsa Chica Land Use Plan 
amendment. The Commission has modified several of the policies of the Resource 
Restoration and Conservation Component. These modifications to the Land Use 
Plan affected the Conservation Planning Area Regulations concerning the 
kayak/canoe facility, the instatlatiqn of public utilities, grading, and the placement 
of directional signage. The Conservation Planning Area Regulations, have been 
modified to. incorporate the language of the applicable Land Use Plan policy, as 
modified. 

5. Development 

• 
The Planned Community Program contains two chapters devoted to regulations and 
standards for residential and public facilities development as well as. gener~l 
regulations. As submitted some of the provisions of these chapters do not conform 
to or adequately carry out the amended Land Use Plan. In its action on the Land 
Use Plan amendment the Commission imposed a 50 foot development setback from 
the edge of the Bolsa Chica Mesa. The Planned Community Program does not 
include this provision in its residential setback standards. The amended LUP also 
includes provisions for the siting of residential infrastructure within the wetlands 
and recreational planning areas but only if undergrounded or if undergrounding is 
not possible, only if the useable recreation area is not reduced and if the biological 
and marine resources are protected. Likewise, these provisions are not reflected in 
the public facilities regulations and standards. 

. 
Only as modified to conform the applicable development general and specific 
planning area regulations and standards to the amended LUP is the Implementation 
Plan in conformity with and adequate to carry out the Land Use Plan as amended. 

6. Orange County Zoning Code 

As a result of a modification to Section 30603 of the Coastal Act, Section 
7-9-1 18.6 of the Orange County Zoning is no longer in compliance with Section 
30603 of the Coastal Act. Therefore, to adequately implement the land use plan 
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which itself must be consistent with the Coastal Act, Section 7-9-1 18.6 of the 
Orange County Zoning Code must be denied as submitted and must be modified to 
conform to Section 30603 of th& Coastal Act as recently amended. 

Section 30603 of the Coastal Act was modified in 1994 and became effective in 
T995 by Assembly Bill 3427. Assembly Bill 3427 amends the Coastal Act by 
clarifying that a local government action on a coastal development ·permit pursuant 
to a certified local coastal program becomes a final local government action on the 
tenth working day from the date the Commission receives notice of the action. The 
amendment adds a requirement that local governments send notice of action on a 

·coastal permit to the Commission by certified mail within seven calendar days from 
the date of action. Thus, challenges to a local government action on a coastal 
development permit must be filed within ten working days of the date the 
Commission receives the required notice from the local government. 

Section 7-9-118.6, as submitted, with the Bolsa Chica Local Coastal Program does 
not contain concise language which defines that the Notice of Final Action is to be 
mailed to the Commission after all rights to appeal have been exhausted and that 
the ten working day appeal period begins on the day the Commission receives the 
Notice of Final Action. The Commission finds that Section 7-9.-1 18.6, as 
submitted, must be modified to conform to Section 30603 of the Coasta1 Act so 
that it successfully implements the Land Use Plan. 

To implement the Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan consistent with Section 30603 of the 
Coastal Act, as revised, Section 7-9-118.6 of the Orange County Zoning Code has 
been modified and incorporated as Regulation 2.2.27 in the Planned Community 
Program. Additionally Regulation 1 0.2.2 which defines the discretionary permit 
procedures has been modified to refer to Regulation 2.2.27 to assure that the 
noticing requirements are not overlooked. 

Regulation 2.2.27(f) has been added to clarify that the Notice of Final Action must 
be made after all rights to an appeal have been exhausted. Regulation 2.2.27(h} 
has been added to define that the appeal period begins on the date of receipt by the 
Coastal Commission of the Notice of Final Action and that the County's final 
decision will not become effective until the Commission's appeal period has expired 
unless the notice is deficient or an appeal is filled. Additionally, a new subsection 
has been added to provide procedure to be followed if the County has failed to act 
on a coastal permit application within the time limit set forth in Government Code 
Sections 65950-65957.1. Therefore, as modified, the Commission finds that 
Regulation 2.2.27 of Planned Community Program is adequate to implement and 
carry out the Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan. 
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B. WETLANDS RESTORATION PROGRAM 

The Wetlands Restol1l'tiorf Program, as submitted,. is not adequate for implementing 
the land use plan. The Commission, in reviewing the amended Land Use Plan made 
sugg8$ted modifications to policies affecting wetland~ biological resources, ! 

. environmentally sensitive habitat areas, and the tidal inlet. Unless. these changes 
are inc.orporated into the Wetlands Restoration Program, the Wetlands Restoration 
Program will not be consistent nor adequate to implement the amended Land Use 
Plan. Only as modified, as stated herein and as specifically written in Chapter VII 
of this report is the Wetlands Restoration Program in conformance with and 
adequate to carry out the applicable policies of the amended Bolsa Chica Land Use 
Plan. 

C.· BOLSA CHICA DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

The Balsa Chica Development Agreement is part of the Implementation Program for 
the Bolsa Chica Local Coastal Program. The Bolsa Chica Development Agreement 
is between the County of Orange and the Koll Real Estate Group. .Thf3 Development 
Agreement specifies the duties and obligations of each party as the proposed 
residential development moves through the permitting and construction process. 
As submitted, the Development Agreement does not propose dedication of the 
Lowlands to be restored under the Wetlands Restoration program unless the master 
developer receives a Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The Master Developer/Landowner has only to dedicate 88.7 acres of Lowlands 
(Restoration Area 1 C) and contribute $2,000 for each residential unit built on the 
Bolsa Chica Mesa if the Section 404 and/or the Coastal Development Permits are 
"denied", if he fails to pursue the permits or if the permits are still pending 5 years 
after the effective date of the Development Agreement. As submitted, the 
Development Agreement would define "denial" of the permits to include the owner· 
simply choosing not to build the Lowlarict housing and not carry out the wetland 
restoration (Section 1.3.1.a(ii) of Exhibit D). Likewise if after three years the 
permits have not been granted or denied and the owner has not withdrawn the 
application, then the owner is only required to dedicate 88.7 Lowland acres and 
contribute to the Mesa Conservation Fund. 

The stated purpose of the Lowland residential development is to serve as the 
funding mechanism to undertake wetland restoration. In the Land Use Plan 
findings, the Commission found that the wetlands are severely degraded, that they 
are continuing to degrade and that they can not be restored without a major 
restoration effort. The Commission finds that the County's proposed suggested 
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modifications pro~iding for the transfer ff the Lowlands to public ownership if the 
landowner decides not to pursue Lowland development provides an opportunity for 

,_~ ~ ~;f.wt\ff&.re~acien of,·the.·Bf.ilsa~-Chica~t.owlands. ThereiGAS~1<·dadic:atlOO-oi~~tne,. ~~ 

· wet.1am:ts into pub He ownership (shoutct the· tandoWFJer vofurrtamy decide nat to 
pursue a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section- 404 permit) even without the 
guarantee~ ot an identified funding mechanism· would be consistent with the (toastal 
Act. The Commission finds, that as submitted without the County's proposed 
suggested modifications, the Bolsa Chica Development Agreement is inadequate to 
carry out the applicable policies of the amended Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan. 

To make the Balsa Chica Development Agreement adequate to implement the 
• amended Land Use Plan, the Development Agreement has been modified. The 

Development Agreement has been modified to require that the Lowlands designated 
for restoration be dedicated if the Master Developer fails to pursue a Section 404 
Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Only as modified does the 

, Commission find that the Development Agreement, as part of the Implementation 
Plan, is adequate to carry out the applicable policies of the amended Bolsa Chica 
Land Use Plan. 

.. 
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Errata Findings 

The County of Orange, bn January Z,. t 996 submitted to' the Commissian errata 
·, changes to the Bolsa Chfc:a locat Co:astaJ: Program.; These,cfilangea h'av& been 

incorporated into the Land Use Plan amendment and Implementation program. The 
majority of the errata corrects wording in the Wetlands Restoration Program relating 
to oil facilities. Additional changes affect Table 4-2 of the Wetlands Restoratron 
Program, Standard Condition 2-5 and Project Design Feature 12-6. The changes to 
Table 4-2 correct acreage ngures. Standard Condition 2-5 has been revised to 
correctly refer to the Alquist-Priolo Exclusionary Zone. Project Design Feature 1 2-6 
has been revised to delete the reference to ORA 1308 and 1309. In cases where 
the errata modifications conflict with the Land Use Plan amendment, the language 
of the Land Use Plan amendment shall prevail. Only as modified, does the 
Commission find that tt;e errata changes are consistent with and adequate to 
implement the Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan amendment. 

.. 
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CEQA Consistency 

XII. CONSISTENCY WITH THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUAUTY ACT 

t 

Section 21080.5 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exempts local 
governments from the requirement of preparing an environmental impact report 
(EJR) in connection with a local coastal program (LCP). Instead, the CEQA 
responsibilities are assigned to the Coastal Commission. Additionally, the 
Commission's Local Coastal Program review and approval procedures have been 
found by the Resources Agency to be functionally equivalent to the environmental 
review process. Thus, under Section 21080.5 of CEOA, the Commission is 
relieved of the responsibility to prepare an environmental impact report for each 
local coastal program submitted for Commission review and approval. 
Nevertheless, the Commission is required when approving a local coastal program 
to find that the local coastal program does conform with the provisions of CEOA. 
The County of Orange's Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan Amendment No. 
1-95/lmplementing Actions Program consists of a Land Use Plan (LUP) amendment 
and an a new Implementation Plan (IP). 

. '• 
The Land Use Plan amendment as originally submitted raises a number of concerns 
regarding the. Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act and thus cannot be found to be 
consistent with and adequate to carry out the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal 
Act. The Land Use Plan amendment, as submitted, is not adequate to carry out 
and is not in conformity with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act with 
respect to: development setback on the Bolsa Chica Mesa, ESHA phasing, 
monitoring changes to shoreline processes, public recreation, public access, 
hazards, water quality, visual impacts, oil production, and cultural resources. 

The Commission, therefore, has suggested a number of modifications to bring the 
Land Use Plan amendment into full conformance with the requirements of the 
Coastal Act. Specifically, the Commission certification action provides for: 
modification of the Lowlands dedication .requirements to require dedication of the 
landowner does not pursue Lowland development, a fifty foot development setback 
from the blufftop edge of the Balsa Chica Mesa, a shoreline monitoring and 
remediation program for the tidal inlet, a requirement that ESHA replacement values 
be established before the Eucalyptus grove is removed, that the public be informed 
of the public amenities located at Balsa Chica, required that land form alteration be 
minimized, a requirement that water quality be preserved, and a requirement that 
cultural resource studies be completed and submitted as part of application process 
for a Master Coastal Development Permit. As modified, the Commission finds that 
approval of the Land Use Plan amendment will not result in significant adverse 
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CEQA Cpnsistency 

environmental impacts under the meaning of the California Environmental Quality 
_,Act. • 

Relative- to the Implementation Program, the Commission finds that approval of the 
Implementation Program with the incorporation of the suggested modifications to. 

t 

implement the Land Use Plan would not result in significant adverse environmental 
impacts under the meaning of CEQA. Absent the incorporation of these suggested 
modifications to effectively mitigate potential resource impacts, such a finding 
could not be made. 

Specifically, the Implementation Plan, as modified, would maximize protection of 
environmentally sensitive habitat areas through design controls, minimize public 
safety risks and geological instability through standards for development on bluff 

-tops, preserve and protect scenic visual resources through standards for landform 
alteration, minimize impacts t:> cultural resources and paleontological resources, 
promote visitdr serving commercial opportunities through a signage program and 
design standards, and assure continued public access through the creation of a 
bluff top park and the provision of adequate parking. 

Given the proposed mitigation measures, the Commission finds that the .<;ounty o7 
Orange's Balsa Chica Local Coastal Program, as modified, will not·result in 
significant unmitigated adverse environmental impacts under the meaning of the · 
CEQA. Further, future individual projects would require coastal development 
permits, either issued by the County of Orange or, in the case of areas of original 
jurisdiction, by the Coastal Commission. Throughout the coastaJ zone, specific 
impacts associated with individual development projects are assessed through the 
CEQA environmental review process; thus, an individual project's compliance with 
CEQA would be assured. Therefore, the Commission finds that there are no 
feasible alternatives under the meaning of CEQA which would reduce the potential 
for significant adverse environmental impacts which have not been explored. 
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EXHIBIT A 

CHAPTER 3 
CALIFORNIA COASTAL AC,-





Section 

30200 

30210 
30211 
30212 

30212.5 
30213 

30214 

30220 
30221 

30222 
30222.5 

30223 
30224 

CHAPTER3 

COASTAL RESOURCES PLANNING AND 
MANAGEMENT POLICIES 

ARTICLE I 

GENERAL 

Policies as standards; resolution of policy conflicts. 

ARTICLE2 

PUBLIC ACCESS 

Access; recreational opportunities; posting. 
Development not to interfere with access. 
New development projects; provision for access; 

exceptions. 
Public facilities; distribution. 
Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities; encouragement and 

provision, overnight room rentals. 
Implementation of public access policies; legislative intent. 

ARTICLE3 

RECREATION 

Protection of certain water-oriented activities. 
Oceanfront land; protection for recreational use 

and development. 
Private lands; priority of development purposes. 
Oceanfront land; protection for aquaculture use and 
development. 

Upland areas. 
Recreational boating use; encouragement; facilities. 

.. .. 



Section 

30230 
30231 
30232 
30233 
30234 
30234.5 

. 30235 
30236 
30237 

30240 
30241 
30241.5 
30242 
30243 
30244 

30250 
30251 
30252 
30253 
30254 
30254.5 
30255 

Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
Exhibit A 

ARTICLE4 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

Marine resources; maintenance. 
Biological productivity; waste water. 
Oil and hUMdous substance spills. 
Diking, filling or dredging. 
Commercial fishing and recreational boating facilities. 
Fishing; economic, commercial, and recreational importance. 
Revetments, breakwaters, etc. 
Water supply and flood control. 
Habitat conservation plan; Bolsa Chica. 

AATICLES 

LAND RESOURCES 

Environmentally sensitive habitat areas; adjacent developril~rits. -· 
Prime agricultural land; maintenance in agricultural production .. · 
Agricultural lands; viability of uses. 
Lands suitable for agricultural use; conversion. 
Productivity of soils and timberlands; conversions. 
Archaeological or paleontological resources. 

ARTICLE6 

DEVELOPMENT 

Location, generally. 
Scenic and visual qualities. 
Maintenance and enhancement of public areas. 
Safety, stability, pollution, energy conservation, visitors. 
Public works facilities. 
Sewage treatment plants and. conditions. 
Priority of coastal ..dependent developments. 
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Section 

30260 
30261 
30262 
30263 
30264 
30265 
30265.5 

Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
Exhibit A 

ARTICLE7 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Location or expansion. 
Use of tanker facilities; liquefied natural gas terminals. 
Oil and gas development. 
Refineries or petrochemical facilities. 
Thermal electric generating plants. 
Offshore oil transport and refining. 
Coordination of offshore oil transport and refining activities. 
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Section 30200. 

Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
. ,Exhibit A 

ARTICLE I 

GENERAL 

(a) Consistent with the coastal zone values cited in Section 30001 and the basic goals set forth in 
Section 30001.5, and except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this division, the policies of this 
chapter shall constitute the standards by which the adequacy oflocal coastal programs, as provided in 
Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 30500), and, the permissibility of proposed developments subject to 
the provisions of this division are determined. All public agencies carrying out or supporting activities 
outside the coastal zone that could have a direct impact on resources within the coastal zone shall consider 
the effect of such actions on coastal zone resources in order to assure that these policies are achieved. . 

(b) Where the commission or any local government in implementing the provisions of this division 
identifies a conflict between the policies of this chapter, Section 30007.5 shall be utilized to resolve the 
conflict and the resolution of such conflicts shall be supported by appropriate fmdings setting forth the 
basis for the resolution of identified policy conflicts. 

(Amended by Ch. 43, Stats. 1982.) 
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Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
.Exhibit A 

ARTICLE2 

PUBLIC ACCESS 

In carrying out the requirement of Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution, maximum 
access, which shall be conspicuously posted, and recreational opportunities shall be provided for all the 
people consistent with public safety needs and the need to protect public rights, rights of private property 
owners, and natural resource areas from overuse. 

(Amended by Ch. 1075, Stats. 1978.) 

Section 30211. 

Development shall not interfere with the public's right of access to the sea where acquired through 
use or legislative authorization, including, but not limited to, the use of dry sand and rocky coastal·beaches 
to the first line of terrestrial vegetation. 

Section 30212. . . .. 
(a) Public access from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline and ai6ng the coast shall be 

provided in new development projects except where: 

(1) it is inconsistent with public safety, military security needs, or the protection of fragile coastal 
resources, 

(2) adequate access exists nearby, or, 

(3) agriculture would be adversely affected. Dedicated accessway shall not be required to be opened 
to public use until a public agency or private association agrees to accept responsibility for maintenance 
and liability of the accessway. 

(b) For purposes of this section, "new development" does not include: 

(1) Replacement of any structure pursuant to the provisions of subdivision (g) of Section 30610. 

(2) The demolition and reconstruction of a single-family residence; provided, that the reconstructed 
residence shall not exceed either the floor area, height or bulk of the former structure by more than I 0 
percent, and that the reconstructed residence shall be sited in the same location on the affected property as 
the former structure. 
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(3) Improvements to any structure which do not change the intensity of its use, which do not 
increase either the floor area, height, or bulk of the structure by more than 10 percent, which do not block or 
impede public access, and which do not result in a seaward encroachment by the structure. 

( 4) The reconstruction or repair of any seawall; provided, however, that the reconstructed or 
repaired seawall is not a seaward of the location of the fonner structure. . !' t 

(5) Any repair or maintenance activity for which the commission has determined, pursuant to 
Section 30610, that a coastal development pennit will be required unless the commission determines that 
the activity will have an adverse impact on lateral public access along the beach. 

As used in this subdivision "bulk" means total interior cubic volume as measured from the exterior 
surface of the structure. 

(c) Nothing in this division shall restrict public access nor shall it excuse the performance of duties 
and responsibilities of public agencies which are required by Sections 66478.1 to 66478.14, inclusive, of 
the Government Code and by Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution. 

(Amended by Ch. 1075, Stats. 1978.) 
(Amended by Ch. 919, Stats. 1979.) 
(Amended by Ch. 744, Stats. 1983.) 

Section 30212.5. 

.. .. 

Wherever appropriate and feasible, public facilities, including parking areas or facilities, shall be 
distributed throughout an area so as to mitigate against the impacts, social and otherwise, of overcrowding 
or overuse by the public of any single area. 

Section 30213. 

Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities shall be protected, encouraged, and, where feasible, 
provided. Developments providing public recreational opportunities are preferred. 

The commission shall not: (1) require that overnight room rentals be fixed at an amount certain for 
any privately owned and operated hotel, motel, or other similar visitor-serving facility located on either 
public or private lands; or (2) establish or approve any method for the identification of low or moderate 
income persons for the purpose of determining eligibility for overnight room rentals in any such facilities. 

(Amended by Ch. 1191, Stats. 1979.) 
(Amended by Ch. 1087, Stats. 1980.) 
(Amended by Ch. 1007, Stats. 1981.) 
(Amended by Ch. 285, Stats. 1991.) 
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Section 30214. 

(a) The public access policies of this article shall be implemented in a manner that takes into account 
the need to regulate the time, place, and manner of public access depending on the facts and circumstances 
in each case including, but not limi~ed to, the following: 

(1) Topographic and geologic site characteristics. 

(2) The capacity of the site to sustain use and at what level of intensity. 

(3) The appropriateness of limiting public access to the right to pass and repass depending on such 
factors as the fragility of the natural resources in the area and the proximity of the access area to adjacent 
residential uses. 

( 4) The need to provide for the management of access areas so as to protect the privacy of adjacent 
property owners and to protect the aesthetic values of the area by providing for the collection of litter. 

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the public access policies of this article be carried out in a 
reasonable manner that considers the equities and that balances the rights of the individual property owner 
with the public's constitutional right of access pursuant to Section 4 of Article X of the California 
Constitution. Nothing in this section or any amendment thereto shall be ~onstrUed a8·a limitation on the 
rights guaranteed to the public under Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution. 

(c) In carrying out the public access policies of this article, the commission and any other responsible 
public agency shall consider and encourage the utilization of innovative access management techniques, 
including, but not limited to, agreements with private organizations which would minimize management 
costs and encourage the use of volunteer programs. 

(Amended by Ch. 919, Stats. 1979.) 
(Amended by Ch. 285, Stats. 1991.) 
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Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
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ARTICLE3 

RECREATION 

Coastal areas suited for water-oriented recreational activities that cannot readily be provided at 
inland water areas shall be protected for such uses. 

Section 30221. 

Oceanfront land suitable for recreational use shall be protected for recreational use and development 
unless present and foreseeable future demand for public or commercial recreational activities that could be 
accommodated on the property is already adequately provided for in the area 
(Amended by Ch. 380, Stats. 1978.) 

Section 30222. 

The use of private lands suitable for visitor-serving commercial recreational f~cilities designed to 
enhance public opportunities for coastal recreation shall have priority over pnya~!! i~sidential, general 
industrial, or general commercial development, but not over agriculture or cOastal-dependent industry. 

Section 30222.5. 

Ocean front land that is suitable for coastal dependent aquaculture shall be protected for that use, and 
proposals for aquaculture facilities located on those sites shall be given priority, except over other coastal 
dependent developments or uses. 

(Added by Ch. 1486, Stats. 1982.) 

Section 30223. 

Upland areas necessary to support coastal recreational uses shall be reserved for such uses, where 
feasible. 

Section 30224. 

Increased recreational boating use of coastal waters shall be encouraged, in accordance with this 
division, by developing dry Storage areas, increasing public launching facilities, providing additional 
berthing space in existing harbors, limiting non-water-dependent land uses that congest access corridors 
and preclude boating support facilities, providing harbors of refuge, and by providing for new boating 
facilities in natural harbors, new protected water areas, and in areas dredged from dry land. 

Page: 8 



Section 30230. 

Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
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ARTICLE4 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

+ r· 
Marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, and where feasible, restored. Special protection 

shall be given to areas and species of special biological or economic significance. Uses of the marine 
environment shall be carried out in a manner that will sustain the biological productivity of coastal waters 
and that will maintain healthy populations of all species of marine organisms adequate for long-tenn 
commercial, recreational, scientific, and ed_ucational purposes. 

Section 30231. 

The biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams, wetlands, estuaries, and lakes 
appropriate to maintain optimum populations of marine organisms and for the protection of human health 
shall be maintained and, where feasible, restored through, among other means, minimizing adverse effects 
of waste water discharges and entrainment, controlling runoff, preventing depletion of ground water 
supplies and substantial interference with surface water flow, encouraging waste water reclamation, 
maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas that protect riparian habitats~ and minimizing alteration of 
natural streams. · ~ • 

Section 30232. 

Protection against the spillage of crude oil, gas, petroleum products, or hazardous substances shall be 
provided in relation to any development or transportation of such materials. Effective containment and 
cleanup facilities and procedures shall be provided for accidental spills that do occur. 

Section 30233. 

(a) The diking, filling, or dredging of open coastal waters, wetlands, estuaries, and lakes shall be 
pennitted in accordance with other applicable provisions of this division, where there is no feasible less 
environmentally damaging alternative, and where feasible mitigation measures have been provided to 
minimize adverse environmental effects, and shall be limited to the following: 

(1) New· or expanded port, energy, and coastal-dependent industrial facilities, including commercial 
fishing facilities. 

(2) Maintaining existing, or restoring previously dredged, depths in existing navigational channels, 
turning basins, vessel berthing and mooring areas, and boat launching ramps. 

(3) In wetland areas only, entrance channels for new or expanded boating facilities; and in a 
degraded wetland, identified by the Department ofFish and Game pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 
30411, for boating facilities if, in conjunction with such boating facilities, a substantial portion of the 
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degraded wetland is restored and maintained as a biologically productive wetland. The size of the wetland "' 
area used for boating facilities, including berthing space, turning basins, necessary navigation channels, 
and any necessary support service facilities, shall not exceed 25 percent of the degraded wetland. 

( 4) In open coastal waters, other than wetlands, including streams, estuaries, and lakes, new or 
expanded boating facilities and the placement of structural pilings for public recreational !piers that provide 
public access and recreational opportunities. 

(5) Incidental public service purposes, including but not limited to, burying cables and pipes or 
inspection of piers and maintenance ·of existing intake and outfall lines. 

(6) Mineral extraction, including sand for restoring beaches, except in environmentally sensitive 
areas. 

(7) Restoration purposes. 

(8) Nature study, aquaculture, or similar resource dependent activities. 

(b) Dredging and spoils disposal shall be planned and carried out to avoid significant disruption to 
marine and wildlife habitats and water circulation. Dredge spoils suitab~e for beach replenishment should 
be transported for such purposes to appropriate beaches or into suitable long s.h~re cim'rent systems. 

(c) In addition to the other provisions of this section, diking, filling, or dredging in existing estuaries 
and wetlands shall maintain or enhance the functional capacity of the wetland or estuary. Any alteration of 
coastal wetlands identified by the Department ofFish and Game, including, but not limited to, the 19, · 
coastal wetlands identified in its report entitled, "Acquisition Priorities for the Coastal Wetlands of 
California", shall be limited to very minor incidental public facilities, restorative measures, nature study, 
commercial fishing facilities in Bodega Bay, and development in already developed parts of south San 
Diego Bay, if otherwise in accordance with this division. 

For the purposes of this section, "commercial fishing facilities in Bodega Bay" means that not less 
than 80 percent of all boating facilities proposed to be developed or improved, where such improvement 
would create additional berths in Bodega Bay, shall be designed and used for commercial fishing activities. 

(d) Erosion control and flood control facilities constructed on water courses can impede the 
movement of sediment and nutrients which would otherwise be carried by storm runoff into coastal waters. 
To facilitate the continued delivery of these sediments to the littoral zone, whenever feasible, the material 
removed from these facilities may be placed at appropriate points on the shoreline in accordance with other 
applicable provisions of this division, where feasible mitigation measures have been provided to minimize 
adverse environmental effects. Aspects that shall be considered before issuing a coastal development 
permit for such purposes are the method of placement, time of year of placement, and sensitivity of the 
placement area. 
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(Amended by Ch. 673, Stats. 1978.) 
(Amended by Ch. 43, Stats. 1982.) 
(Amended by Ch. 1167, Stats. 1982.) 
(Amended by Ch. 454, Stats. 1983.) 

Section 30234. 

Facilities serving the commercial fishing and recreational boating industries shall be protected and, 
where feasible, upgraded. Existing commercial fishing and recreational boating harbor space shall not be 
reduced unless the demand for those facilities no longer exists or adequate substitute space has been 
provided. Proposed recreational boating facilities shall, where feasible, be designed and located in such a 
fashion as not to interfere with the needs of the commercial fishing industry. 

Section 30234.5 

The economic, commercial, and recreational importance of fishing activities shall be recognized and 
protected. 

(Added by Ch. 802, Stats. 1991.) 

Section 30235. 

Revetments, breakwaters, groins, harbor channels, seawalls, cliff retaining wruls, and other such 
construction that alters natural shoreline processes shall be permitted when required to serve coastal
dependent uses or to protect existing structures or public beaches in danger from erosion, and when 
designed to eliminate or mitigate adverse impacts on local shoreline sand supply. Existing marine 
structures causing water stagnation contributing to pollution problems and fish kills should be phased out 
or upgraded where feasible. 

Section 30236. 

Channelizations, dams, or other substantial alterations of rivers and streams shall incorporate the best 
mitigation measures feasible, and be limited to (1) necessary water supply projects, (2) flood control 
projects where no other method for protecting existing structures in the floodplain is feasible and where 
such protection is necessary for public safety or to protect existing development, or (3) developments 
where the primary function is the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat. 

Section 30237. 

(a) This section shall apply only to the Bolsa Chica wetlands or a portion thereof in the County of 
Orange. 

The County of Orange or any landowner may petition the Department of Fish and Game, on or 
before October 1, 1983, to prepare a habitat conservation plan. Upon receipt of the petition, the 
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Department ofFish and Game and the State Coastal Conservancy, in cooperation with the county and any 
landowner, shall jointly prepare a habitat conservation plan in order to carry out the following objectives: 

(1) To provide for the conservation of the habitat offish and wildlife resources. 

(2) To anticipate and resolve potential conflicts between the conservation of fish.ahd wildlife 
resources or their habitat and actions by local, state, or federal agencies and private persons. 

(3) To provide for greater certainty and predictability regarding the conservation offish and wildlife 
resources and their habitat and regarding private and public activities potential affecting those resources. · 

(b) With respect to the preparation of the habitat conservation plan, the Department ofFish and 
Game shall be the lead agency for wetland identification purposes and the State Coastal Conservancy shall 
be the lead agency for the purposes of identifying land use alternatives. Upon completion of the habitat 
conservation plan and on or before July 20, 1984, the Department ofFish and Game and the State Coastal 
Conservancy shall jointly forward it to the commission for approval. ·The commission shall approve the 
plan if it finds it raises no substantial issue as·to conformity with the planning and management policies of 
this chapter. If the plan is approved by the Commission, it may be incorporated into the county's local 
coastal program. 

(c) All costs of preparation of the habitat conservation plan, including; -b"u~ nat limited to, additional 
necessary personnel temporarily appointed by the Department of Fish and Game and the State Coastal 
Conservancy, shall be paid by the petitioner or petitioners. If additional personnel are necessary, the 
Department of Finance shall review the requests to ensure that the personnel required will be utilized to 
carry out only the purposes of this section. If the Department of Finance finds the additional personnel 
required will be utilized only to carry out the purposes of this section, the temporary appointment requests 
shall be processed and approved by the Department of Finance in an expedited fashion, in no event longer 
than 10 working days after the requests are made. Furthermore, these requests for temporary appointments 
shall be exempt from all state personnel hiring requirements, for the review provided in this subdivision by 
the Department of Finance, and from any personnel hiring limitations during the time period set forth in 
this section for the preparation of the habitat conservation plan. 

(Added by Ch. 1203, Stats. 1983.) 
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ARTICLES 

LAND RESOURCES 

~t .. 
(a) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against any significant disruption of 

habitat values, and only uses dependent on those resources shall be allowed within those areas. 

(b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas and parks and 
recreation areas shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts which would significantly degrade those 
areas, and shall be compatible with the continuance of those habitat and recreation areas. 

(Amended by Ch. 285, Stats. 1991.) 

Section 30241. 

The maximum amount of prime agricultural land shall be maintained in agricultural production to 
assure the protection of the areas agricultural economy, and conflicts shall be minimjzed between 
agricultural and urban land uses through all of the following: 

•• ·~- * 

.. ... 
(a) By establishing stable boundaries separating urban and rural areas~ inCluding, where necessary, 

clearly defmed buffer areas to minimize conflicts between agricultural and urban land uses. 

(b) By limiting conversions of agricultural lands around the periphery of urban areas to the lands 
where the viability of existing agricultural use is already severely limited by conflicts with urban uses or 
where the conversion of the lands would complete a logical and viable neighborhood and contribute to the 
establishment of a stable limit to urban development. 

(c) By permitting the conversion of agricultural land surrounded by urban uses where the conversion 
of the land would be consistent with Section 30250. 

(d) By developing available lands not suited for agriculture prior to the conversion of agricultural 
lands. 

(e) By assuring that public service and facility expansions and nonagricultural development do not 
impair agricultural viability, either through increased assessment costs or degraded air and water quality. 
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-
(f) By assuring that all divisions of prime agricultural lands, except those conversions approved 

pursuant to subdivision (b), and all development adjacent to prime agricultural lands shall not diminish the 
productivity of such prime agricultural lands. 

(Amended by Ch.l066, Stats. 1981.) 
(Amended by Ch. 43, Stats: 1982.) 

Section 30241.5 

(a) If the viability of existing agricultural uses is an issue pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 
30241 as to any local coastal program or amendmentto any certified local coastal program submitted for 
review and approval under this division, the determination of "viability" shall include, but not be limited 
to, consideration of an economic feasibility evaluation containing at least both of the following elements: 

(1) An analysis of the gross revenue from the agricultural products grown in the area for the five 
years immediately precediJ?.g the date of the filing of a proposed local coastal program or an amendment to 
any local coastal program. ·-

(2) An analysis of the operational expenses, excluding the cost ofland, associated with the 
production of the agricultural products grown in the area for the five years immedia~~ly preceding the date 
of the filing of a proposed local coastal program or an amendment to any l~_.coastal program. 

For purposes of this subdivision, "area" means a geo8raphic area of sufficient size to provide an 
accurate evaluation of the economic feasibility of agricultural uses for those lands included in the local 
coastal program or in the proposed amendment to a certified local coastal program. 

(b) The economic feasibility evaluation required by subdivision (a) shall be submitted to the 
commission, by the local government, as part of its submittal of a local coastal program or an amendment 
to any local coastal program. If the local government determines that it does not have the staff with the 
necessary expertise to conduct the economic feasibility evaluation, the evaluation may be conducted under 
agreement with the local government by a consultant selected jointly by local government and the 
executive director of the commission. 

(Added by Ch. 259, Stats. 1984.) 

Section 30242. 

All other lands suitable for agricultural use shall not be converted to nonagricultural uses unless (1) 
continued or renewed agricultural use is not feasible, or (2) such conversion would preserve prime 
agricultural land or concentrate development consistent with Section 30250. Any such permitted 
conversion shall be compatible with continued agricultural use on surrounding lands. 
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The long-tenn productivity of soils and timberlands shall be protected, and conversions of coastal 
commercial timberlands in units of commercial size to other uses or their division into units of 
noncommercial size shall be limited to providing for necessary timber processing and related facilities. 

f! 

Section 30244. 

Where development would adversely impact archaeological or paleontological resources as 
identified by the State Historic Preservation Officer, reasonable mitigation measures shall be required . 

. .. . 
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Section 30250. 

Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
.Exhibit A 

ARTICLE6 

DEVELOPMENT 

.. 

{a) New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as otherwise provided in UU.s 
division, shall be located within, contiguous with, or in close proximity to, existing developed areas able to 
accommodate it or, where such areas are not able to accommodate it, in other areas with adequate public 
services and where it will not have significant adverse effects, either individually or cumulatively, on 
coastal resources. In addition, land divisions, other than leases for agricultural uses, outside existing 
developed areas shall be permitted only where 50 percent of the usable parcels in the area have been 
developed and the created parcels would be no smaller than the average s~ze of surrounding parcels. 

(b) Where feasible, new hazardous industrial development shall be located away from existing 
developed areas. 

{c) Visitor~serving facilities that cannot feasibly·be located in existing developed areas shall be 
located in existing isolated developments or at selected points of attraction for visitors . 

(Amended by Ch.l090, Stats. 1979.) 

Section 30251. 

.. .. 

The scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and protected as a resource:of 
public importance. Permitted development shall be sited and designed to protect views to and along the 
ocean and scenic coastal areas, to minimize the alteration of natural land forms, to be visually compatible 
with the character of surrounding areas, and, where feasible, to restore and enhance visual quality in 
visually degraded areas. New development in highly scenic areas such as those designated in the 
California Coastline Preservation and Recreation Plan prepared by the Department of Parks and Recreation 
and by local government shall be subordinate to the character of its setting. 

Section 30252. 

The location and amount of new development should maintain and enhance public access to the 
coast by (1) facilitating the provision or extension of transit service, (2) providing commercial facilities 
within or adjoining residential development or in other areas that will minimize the use of coastal access 
roads, (3) providing nonautomobile circulation within the development, (4) providing adequate parking 
facilities or providing substitute means of serving the development with public transportation, (5) assuring 
the potential for public transit for high intensity uses such as high~rise office buildings, and by (6) assuring 
that the recreational needs of new residents will not overload nearby coastal recreation areas by correlating 
the amount of development with local park acquisition and development plans with the provision of onsite 
recreational facilities to serve the new development. 
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Section 30253. 

New development shall: 

Chapter 3 of the California Coastal Act 
Exhibit A 

(1) Minimize risks to life and property in areas ofhigh geologic, flood, and fire hazard. 
'~- t 

(2) Assure stability and structural integrity, and neither create nor contribute significantly to erosion, 
geologic instability, or destruction of the site or surrounding area or in any way require the construction of 
protective devices that would substantially alter natural landforms along bluffs and cliffs. 

(3) Be consistent with requirements imposed by an air pollution control district or the State Air 
Resources Control Board as to each particular development. 

( 4) Minimize energy consumption and vehicle miles traveled. 

(5) Where appropriate, protect special communities and neighborhoods which, because of their 
unique characteristics, are popular visitor destination points for recreational uses. . 

Section 30254. 

New or expanded public works facilities shall be designed and limited,to.~cc(;inmodate needs 
generated by development or uses permitted consistent with the provisions orthis diVision; provided, 
however, that it is the_ intent of the Legislature that State Highway Route 1 in rural areas of the coastal zone 
remain a scenic two-lane road. Special districts shall not be formed or expanded except where assessment 
for, and provision of, the service would not induce new development inconsistent with this division. 
Where existing or planned public works facilities can accommodate only a limited amount of new 
development, services to coastal dependent land use, essential public services and basic industries vital to 
the economic health of the region, state, or nation, public recreation, commercial recreation, and visitor
serving land uses shall not be precluded by other development. 

Section 30254.5. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the commission may not impose any term or condition 
on the development of any sewage treatment plant which is applicable to any future development that the 
commission finds can be accommodated by that plant consistent with this division. Nothing in this section 
modifies the provisions and requirements of Sections 30254 and 30412. 

(Added by Ch. 978, Stats. 1984.) 

Section 30255. 

Coastal-dependent developments shall have priority over other developments on or near the 
shoreline. Except as provided elsewhere in this division, coastal-dependent developments shall not be sited 
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in a wetland. When appropriate, coastal-related developments should be accommodated within reasonable 
proximity to the coastal-dependent uses they support. 

(Amended by Ch. 1090, Stats. 1979.) 
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ARTICLE? 

UNDUSTRlALDEVELOPMENT 

Section 30260. 

Coastal-dependent industrial facilities shall be encouraged to locate or expand within existing sites 
and shall be permitted reasonable long-term growth where consistent with this division. However, where 
new or expanded coastal-dependent industrial facilities cannot feasibly be accommodated consistent with 
other policies of this division, they may nonetheless be permitted in accordance with this section and 
Sections 30261 and 30262 if (1) alternative locations are infeasible or more environmentally damaging; (2) 
to do otherwise would adversely affect the public welfare; and (3) adverse environmental effects are 
mitigated to the maximum extent feasible. 

Section 30261. 

Multicompany use of existing and new tanker facilities shall be.encouraged to the maximum extent 
feasible and legally permissible, except where to do so would result in increased tanker operations and 
associated onshore development incompatible with the land use and environmental goals for the area. New 
tanker terminals outside of existing terminal areas shall be situated as to .avoid risk t~ environmentally 
sensitive areas and shall use a mono buoy system, unless an alternative type of.system can be shown to be 
environmentally preferable for a specific site. Tanker facilities shall be designed to (1) minimize the total 
volume of oil spilled, (2) minimize the risk of collision from movement of other vessels, (3) have ready 
access to the most effective feasible containment and recovery equipment for oil spills, and ( 4) have 
onshore deballasting facilities to receive any fouled ballast water from tankers where operationally or 
legally required. 

(Amended by Ch. 855, Stats. 1977.) 
(Amended by Ch. 182, Stats. 1987.) 

Section 30262. 

Oil and gas development shall be permitted in accordance with Section 30260, if the following 
conditions are met: 

(a) The development is performed safely and consistent with the geologic conditions of the well site .. 

(b) New or expanded facilities related to such development are consolidated, to the maximum extent 
feasible and legally permissible, unless consolidation will have adverse environmental consequences and 
will not significantly reduce the number of producing wells, support facilities, or sites required to produce 
the reservoir economically and with minimal environmental impacts. 
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(c) Environmentally safe and feasible subsea completions are used when drilling platforms or 
islands would substantially degrade coastal visual qualities unless use of such structures will result in 
substantially less environmental risks. 

(d) Platforms or islands will not be sited where a substantial hazard to vessel traffic might result 
from the facility or related operations, determined in consultation with the United States! Coast Guard and 
the Army Corps of Engineers. 

(e) Such development will not cause or contribute to subsidence hazards unless it is determined that 
adequate measures will be undertaken to prevent damage from such subsidence. 

(f) With respect to new facilities, all oilfield brines are reinjected into oil-producing zones unless the 
Division of Oil and Gas of the Department of Conservation determines to do so would adversely affect 
production of the reservoirs and unless injection into other subsurface zones will reduce environmental 
risks. Exceptions to reinjections will be granted consistent with the Ocean Waters Discharge Plan of the 
State Water Resources Control Board and where adequate provision is made for the elimination of 
petroleum odors and water quality problems. · 

Where appropriate, monitoring programs to record land surface and near-shore ocean floor 
movements shall be initiated in locations of new large-scale fluid extraction on land or near shore before 
operations begin and shall continue until surface conditions have stabilized .. ~~$tS c1f monitoring and 
mitigation programs shall be borne by liquid and gas extraction operators. · · ·. 

Section 30263. 

(a) New or expanded refmeries or petrochemical facilities not otherwise consistent with the 
provisions of this division shall be permitted if(l) alternative locations are not feasible or are more 
environmentally damaging; (2) adverse environmental effects are mitigated to the maximum extent 
feasible; (3) it is found that not permitting such development would adversely affect the public welfare; (4) 
the facility is not located in a highly scenic or seismically hazardous area, on any of the Channel Islands, or 
within or contiguous to environmentally sensitive areas; and (5) the facility is sited so as to provide a 
sufficient buffer area to minimize adverse impacts on surrounding property. 

(b) New or expanded refmeries or petrochemical facilities shall minimize the need for once-through 
cooling by using air cooling to the maximum extent feasible and by using treated waste waters from inplant 
processes where feasible. 

(Amended by Ch. 535, Stats. 1991) 

Section 30264. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this division, except subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 
30413, new or expanded thermal electric generating plants may be constructed in the coastal zone if the 
proposed coastal site has been determined by the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development 
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Commission to have greater relative merit pursuant to the provisions of Section 25516.1 than available 
alternative sites and related facilities for an applicant's service area which have been determined to be 
acceptable pursuant to the provisions of Section 25516. 

Section 30265. 

The Legislature fmds and declares all of the following: 

(a) Offshore oil production will increase dramatically in the next 10 years from the current 80,000 
barrels per day to over 400,000 barrels per day. 

(b) Transportation studies have concluded that pipeline transport of oil is generally both 
economically feasible and environmentally preferable to other fonns of crude oil transport. 

(c) Oil companies have proposed to build a pipeline to transport offshore crude oil from central 
California to southern California refineries, and to transport offshore oil to out·of·state refiners. 

(d) California refineries would need to be retrofitted if California offshore crude oil were to be used 
directly as a major feedstock. Refinery modifications may delay achievement of air quality goals in the· 
southern California air basin and other regions of the state. . . .. 

(e) The County of Santa Barbara has issued an Oil Transportation Plan which assesses the 
environmental and economic differences among various methods for transporting crude oil from offshore 
California to refmeries. 

(f) The Governor should help coordinate decisions concerning the transport and refining of offshore 
oil in a manner which considers state and local studies undertaken to date, which fully addresses the 
concerns of all affected regions, and which promotes the greatest benefits to the people of the state. 

(Added by Ch. 1398, Stats. 1984.) 

Section 30265.5. 

(a) The Governor, or the Governor's designee, shall coordinate activities concerning the transport 
and refining of offshore oil. Coordination efforts shall consider public health risks, the ability to achieve 
short- and Iong-tenn air emission reduction goals, the potential for reducing California's vulnerability and 
dependence on oil imports, economic development and jobs, and other factors deemed important by the 
Governor, or the Governor's designees. 

(b) The Governor, or the Governor's designee, shall work with state and local agencies, and the 
public, to facilitate the transport and refining of offshore oil in a manner which will promote the greatest 
public health and environmental and economic benefits to the people of the State. · 
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(c) The Governor, or the Governor's designee, shall consult with any individual or organization 
having knowledge in this area, including, but not limited to, representatives from the following: 

(1) State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission. 

(2) State Air Resources Board. 

(3) California Coastal Commission 

( 4) Department of FiSh and Game. 

(5) State Lands Commission. 

(6) Public Utilities Commission. 

(7) Santa Barbara County. 

(8) Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District. 

(9) Southern California Association of Governments. 

(1 0) South Coast Air Quality Management Districts. 

(11) Oil industry. 

(12) Public interest groups. 

(13) United States Department of the Interior. 

(14) United States Department of Energy. 

(15) United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

(16) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

(17) United States Coast Guard. 

. ... .. 

(d) This act is not intended, and shall not be construed, to decrease, duplicate, or supersede the 
jurisdiction, authority, or responsibilities of any local government, or any state agency or commission, to 
discharge its responsibilities concerning the transportation and refining of oil. 

(Added by Ch. 1398, Stats. 1984.) 
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·.ISSUE 1: .. RELOCATION OF FLOOD· 
. CONTROL CHANNEL 

• Reduces fragmentation of habitats. 
• Improvement in water quality within Outer 

Bolsa Bay and Huntington Harbour . 
• Water quality impacts minimal: 

- Normally represents only 2-3% of tidal exchange. 
- During storm events, residence time in wetlands 

decreases. 
- Bacterial contamination reduced in saline waters. 
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· TIDAL ACTION IS ESSENTIAL TO 
SUCCESS OF PLAN 

• Tidal flows needed to supply water for 
other elements. 

- Results in significant restoration for marine 
and estuarine· fish. 

- Increases biodiversity. 
- Promotes self-sustaining and resilient 

ecosystem. 
- Improves water quality throughout 

the Lowland. . .. , ' . 
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WHY RESTORE BOLSA CHICA? 

• Stop decline in wetland habitat. 
• Restore ocean inlet and tidal influence. 
• Increase diversity of natural habitats. 
• Expand habitat for rare and endangered . 

species . 

• Improve water quality. . ... 
• Provide opportunities for controlled public 

. . access. , 
..... 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

• Base on Coalition's Land Use Agreement. 
• Cooperatively develop goals and objectives. 
• Restore 1 ,000 a~res of coastal wetlands , ESHAs, .. 

and buffers. 
• Meet CDFG requirements for species protection. 
• Improve water quality for all habitats. 
• Minimize impacts to existing resources . 
• Phase to restore the wetla·nds following.·. 

oil depletion. 
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RESTORATION PLAN 

• Five major elements: 
1. New ocean inlet to restore tidal action. 
2~ Tidally influenced coastal wetland system. 
3. Restoration of pickleweed habitats. 
4. Protection and restoration of ESHAs. 
5. Enhancement of seasonal po~ds and wetlands . 
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