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SUBJECT: Staff Recommendation on San Diego Unified Port District Port Master Plan 
Amendment No. 27 (North Embarcadero). For Commission consideration and 
possible action at the Meeting of March 13-16, 2001) 

SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff is recommending that the Commission approve, in part, and deny, in part, the 
proposed amendment to the certified Port District Master Plan which would allow for the 
following development within the area of San Diego's waterfront known as North 
Embarcadero. The plan would allow the construction of a 600-800 room hotel, office 
building, retail and parking facilities on the old Lane Field site; the narrowing of Harbor 
Drive from four lanes to three between Grape Street and Pacific Highway; the extension 
of B and C Streets between Pacific Highway and North Harbor Drive; construction of a 
new 25-foot wide pedestrian esplanade along the water's edge at Harbor Drive; the 
replacement of 3 existing industrial piers with one new public pier at Grape Street; 
construction of a small commercial recreation facility on the new Grape Street Pier; 
construction of a restaurant on the bayfront inland of the Grape Street Pier; 
modernization of the cruise ship terminal at the B Street Pier, including an increase of 
building height up to 50 feet; and docking the U.S.S. Midway Aircraft Carrier for use as a 
museum on the south side of Navy Pier. 

The amendment also includes adoption of a Parking Management & Monitoring Program 
for the North Embarcadero to address the potential parking demand and impacts to traffic 
circulation through requiring the construction of additional surface parking lots and 
alternatives to on-site parking, including the promotion of mass transit and planning for 
shuttle stops in the area. 

The Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum is a visitor-serving, coastal-dependent use. 
However, Staff feels that the Master Plan, as currently proposed, does not provide for 
sufficient offsetting benefits to mitigate the substantial adverse visual impacts of the 
Midway. The 50 to 190 foot high ship would block existing public views, contribute to 
the walling off of San Diego Bay, block a potential view corridor down F Street, and 
create a "tunnel" effect on Harbor Drive at the subject site. In addition, the parking 
required for the Midway would be located on Navy Pier. The pier is not an appropriate 
place for a permanent parking lot, due to the adverse visual impact a parking lot will have 
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on the surrounding waterfront and the loss of the prime waterfront location for public 
access and recreation purposes. 

There are alternative project designs that could potentially compensate for these impacts. 
For example, the proponents of the museum have indicated a long-term goal of creating a 
memorial park on the existing Navy Pier adjacent to the proposed Midway site. This 
proposal involves creating a free, visually attractive public open space area. next to the 
Midway, where currently, the Pier is occupied by a two-story Navy building, and as 
proposed, would contain the parking required for the Midway museum. Conversion of 
this area into a park could mitigate for the visual impacts of the project. 

As a result of discussions with Commission staff about providing additional public access 
amenities to offset the impact of the Midway, the Port District has adopted a Midway 
public access program. The public access program provides for free public access to the 
hayward side of the deck of the Midway, which would provide a prime viewing point for 
the public, and would partially offset the loss of views from surrounding areas. However, 
the concerns regarding view blockage from Harbor Drive, the creation of a "tunnel" 
effect and walling off of San Diego Bay from Harbor Drive, and the adverse impacts to 
public views from siting a parking lot on a dock, would not be mitigated by opening a 
portion of the deck of the Midway to the public. 

The public access program does contain language indicating that conversion of the pier to 
a park is consistent with the planning goals of the "Visionary Plan" adopted by the North 
Embarcadero Alliance. However, the Port District was not willing at this time to include 
conversion of Navy Pier to a park as a stated goal of the plan, or to indicate a time frame 
or phasing plan for relocation of the parking or conversion of the pier to a park, e.g., 
when the Navy's Broadway Complex is redeveloped or the pier vacated by the Navy. In 
summary, the amendment does not provide even a minimal degree of assurance that the 
proposed parking lot on Navy Pier will ever be removed or replaced with a public park 
that could offset the adverse visual impacts of the Midway. Therefore, the part of the 
amendment relating to the Midway cannot be found consistent with the Coastal Act at 
this time. 

Commission staff expects to continue discussions with Port staff, and representatives 
from the Midway in an attempt to resolve the Coastal Act issues relative to the Midway 
project. 

Staff recommends that the Commission find the Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum 
portion of the amendment, as submitted. inconsistent with the resource protection, public 
access and recreation policies of Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act, and 
recommends denial of this part of the amendment. 

Staff further recommends that the remaining portions of the amendment relating to 
redevelopment of the North Embarcadero area be found consistent with Chapter 3 and 
Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act, and recommends approval of this part of the amendment. 

• 

• 

• 
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The appropriate motions and resolutions can be found on Page 4. The main findings for 
denial of the amendment in part, and approval of the amendment in part, begin on Page 5. 

Port Master Plan Amendment Procedure. California Code of Regulations, Title 14, 
Section 13636 calls for port master plan amendments to be certified in the same manner 
as provided in Section 30714 of the Coastal Act for certification of port master plans. 
Section 13628 of the Regulations states that, upon the determination of the Executive 
Director that the master plan amendment and accompanying materials required by 
Section 13628(a) are sufficient, the master plan amendment shall be deemed submitted to 
the Commission for purposes of Section 30714 of the Coastal Act. The subject 
amendment was deemed submitted on August 9, 2000. Within 90 days after this 
submittal date, the Commission, after public hearing, shall certify or reject the 
amendment, in whole or in part. If the Commission fails to take action on the amendment 
submittal within the 90-day period, the proposed amendment is deemed certified. 
However, on September 19, 2000, the Board of Port Commissioners waived the 90-day 
time period . 

The City of San Diego has concurrently submitted a Local Coastal Program Amendment 
(LCP A) to the City of San Diego LCP for the redevelopment of the North Embarcadero. 
The LCPA would create a North Embarcadero Overlay District including design 
guidelines and parking requirements, etc, that covers much of the same area as the subject 
PMPA plus a small inland area within the City coastal permit jurisdiction. The City's 
LCP A is intended to be consistent with the Port Master Plan vision for the North 
Embarcadero region, and as such, the City's proposed LCPA is referenced several times 
within this document as it relates to possible prejudice of the Commission review of the 
LCP A. The LCP A has been scheduled for Commission review at the same hearing as the 
subject PMP A. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

I. PORT MASTER PLAN SUBMITTAL- MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

MOTION I: I move that the Commission certify the portion of the 
Port of San Diego Master Plan Amendment No. 27 that 
includes the Midway Aircraft Ca"ier Museum. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION OF PARTIAL REJECTION OF PORT 
MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT: 

Staff recommends a NO vote. Failure of this motion will result in rejection of the 
identified provisions and adoption of the following resolution and findings. The motion 
to certify passes only upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the Commissioners 
present. 

RESOLUTION FOR PARTIAL REJECTION OF PORT MASTER PLAN 
AMENDMENT: 

• 

The Commission hereby denies certification of the portion of Port of San Diego Master • 
Plan Amendment No. 27 that includes the Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum and adopts 
the findings set forth below on grounds that the amendment as submitted does not meet 
the requirements of and is not in conformity with the policies of Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 
of the Coastal Act. Certification of the amendment would not meet the requirements of 
the California Environmental Quality Act, as there are feasible alternatives and mitigation 
measures that would substantially lessen the significant adverse impacts on the 
environment that will result from certification of the amendment. 

MOTION II: I move that the Commission certify the remainder of the 
Port of San Diego Master Plan Amendment No. 27. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION OF PARTIAL CERTIFICATION: 

Staff recommends a YES vote. Passage of this motion will result in certification of the 
remainder of the port master plan amendment and adoption of the following resolution 
and findings. The motion to certify passes only upon an affirmative vote of a majority of 
the Commissioners present. 

RESOLUTION FOR PARTIAL CERTIFICATION OF PORT MASTER PLAN 
AMENDMENT: 

The Commission hereby certifies the remainder of the Port of San Diego Master Plan • 
Amendment No. 27 and adopts the findings set forth below on grounds that the remainder 
of the amendment is consistent with Chapter 8 and Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. 
Certification of the remainder of the amendment complies with the California 
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Environmental Quality Act because either 1) feasible mitigation measures and/or 
alternatives have been incorporated to substantially lessen any significant adverse effects 
of the amendment on the environment, or 2) there are no further feasible alternatives and 
mitigation measures that would substantially lessen any significant adverse impacts on 
the environment that will result from certification of the port master plan amendment. 

II. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS. 

The Commission finds and declares as follows: 

A. Previous Commission Action. The Commission certified the San Diego 
Unified Port District Master Plan on October 14, 1980. The Commission has reviewed 
twenty-six amendments since that date. 

B. Contents of Port Master Plan Amendments. California Code of Regulations 
Title 14, Section 13656 calls for port master plan amendments to be certified in the same 
manner as port master plans. Section 30711 of the Coastal Act states, in part, that a port 
master plan shall include all the following: 

(1) The proposed uses of land and water areas, where known. 

(2) The proposed design and location of port land areas, water areas, berthing, and 
navigation ways and systems intended to serve commercial traffic within the area 
of jurisdiction of the port governing body. 

(3) An estimate of the effect of development on habitat areas and the marine 
environment, a review of existing water quality, habitat areas, and quantitative 
and qualitative biological inventories, and proposals to minimize and mitigate 
any substantial adverse impact. 

(4) Proposed projects listed as appealable in Section 30715 in sufficient detail to be 
able to determine their consistency with the policies of Chapter 3 (commencing 
with Section 30200) of this division. 

(5) Provisions for adequate public hearings and public participation in port planning 
and development decisions. 

The Commission finds that the proposed port master plan amendment conforms with the 
provisions of Section 30711 of the Coastal Act. The proposed changes in land uses and 
proposed projects are outlined in sufficient detail in the port master plan submittal for the 
Commission to make a determination of the proposed amendment's consistency with the 
Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 policies of the Coastal Act. 

The proposed amendment was the subject of an Environmental Impact Report under the 
California Environmental Quality Act. The Environmental Impact Report associated 
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with the plan amendment was subject to public review and hearing and was adopted by 
the Board of Port Commissioners on April 25, 2000 as Resolution #2000-82. A public 
hearing on the proposed master plan amendment was held and the amendment was 
adopted by the Board of Port Commissioners on April25, 2000 as Resolution #2000-83. 

C. Standard of Review. Section 30700 of the Coastal Act states that Chapter 8 
shall govern those portions of the San Diego Unified Port District located within the 
coastal zone, excluding any wetland, estuary, or existing recreation area indicated in Part 
IV of the Coastal Plan. The entire water area under the jurisdiction of the Port of San 
Diego is covered by Chapter 3 policies because San Diego Bay is mapped as an estuary 
and wetland in Part IV of the Coastal Plan, and on the maps adopted by the Commission 
pursuant to Section 30710 of the Act. See 14 C.C.R. § 13610(b). The proposed 
amendment involves changes to both land use designations and water designations. 
Chapter 3 is the standard of review for the changes in water use designation. In addition, 
proposed projects listed as appealable in Section 30715 must be consistent with the 
policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. The amendment includes text changes and a 
new project list for several appealable developments including construction of a 600-800 
room hotel, office building, retail and parking facilities at Lane Field; public 

• 

improvements including a pedestrian esplanade; parks and plaza areas, narrowing Harbor • 
Drive from 4 lanes to 3; the demolition and reconstruction of the Grape Street Piers, 
docks, wave attenuation structure and new restaurant; and linking B and C street between 
Pacific Highway and North Harbor Drive. Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act is the standard of 
review for the balance of the proposed amendment. 

Preliminary plans indicate that a small portion of the Midway carrier may extend 
hayward of the pierhead line. This area is not within the tidelands granted to the San 
Diego Port District, and thus, is within the Commission's original permit jurisdiction. A 
lease from the State Lands Commission would also be required. Therefore, the Midway 
may be required to obtain a coastal development permit from the Commission as well as 
the Port District. If any portion of the project is within the Commission's permit 
jurisdiction, the standard of review would be Chapter 3 policies, not the Port Master Plan. 

D. Description of Proposed Plan Amendment. The proposed master plan 
amendment involves changes to the text, land/water use map, and project list of Planning 
District 3 (Center City/Embarcadero) to allow for a number of new projects. The 
amendment is a result of a coordinated planning effort by the North Embarcadero 
Alliance, a planning body made up of officials from the Port District, City of San Diego, 
County of San Diego, Centre City Development Corporation, and U.S. Navy. The 
Alliance developed a Visionary Plan in 1998 to guide the development of the North 
Embarcadero area. The proposed Port Master Plan Amendment (PMPA) references the 
Visionary Plan's design concepts and goals in several instances; however, the Visionary 
Plan itself has not been incorporated into the Port Master Plan and is not the subject of 
this amendment or the standard of review for coastal development permits issued by the 
Port District. Only the projects contained in the proposed Table 11: Project List are part 
of this amendment; additional projects contained within the Visionary Plan will require 

• 
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additional review and approval by the Commission. The Port will use the Visionary Plan 
for planning guidance only. 

As noted above, the proposed amendment includes a table listing the following 
appealable projects: 

• Construction of a 600-800 room hotel, office building, retail and parking at Lane 
Field; 

• Public improvements including a pedestrian esplanade; parks and plaza areas; 
• Narrowing Harbor Drive from 41anes to 3; 
• Demolition and reconstruction of the Grape Street Piers, new boat docks, wave 

attenuation structure and restaurant; and, 
• Linking B and C Street between Pacific Highway and North Harbor Drive. 

Non-appealable projects on the proposed project list include: 

• Modernization and expansion of the cruise ship terminal 
• Public vista points 
• Infrastructure improvements to the Broadway Pier 
• The Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum 

A number of the improvements in the PMPA are designed to give the waterfront a more 
pedestrian orientation. Harbor Drive would be narrowed from four lanes to three to 
accommodate construction of a new bayfront public esplanade along the water's edge at 
Harbor Drive. The esplanade would include a new 25-foot wide pedestrian promenade 
on its western edge, and is a part of a larger bayside open space network connecting 
Harbor Island to South Embarcadero. Plazas would generally be located where east-west 
streets terminate, and additional public amenities such as fountains and public art would 
be provided. 

Three existing industrial piers west of the County Administration Center would be 
replaced with a new 30,000 sq.ft. public pier at Grape Street and an associated 12,000 
sq.ft. public boat dock. A commercial recreation facility such as a bait shop or snack 
shop would be located on the new Grape Street Pier. An 800-foot long floating wave 
attenuation screen would be integrated into the new pier to protect the boat docks. A new 
two-story, maximum 10,000 sq.ft., 25-foot high restaurant may be located on a 5,000 
sq.ft. parcel inland of the Grape Street Pier. 

The PMP A provides for the extension of B and C Streets from their current terminus at 
Pacific Highway to North Harbor Drive through the Lane Field site. The existing plan 
envisions development of the old Lane Field site and Navy Engineering building into a 
new complex of buildings and open space. The proposed amendment specifies that 
primary consideration would be development of a 600-800 room hotel, office buildings, 
retail and parking facilities. The PMP A identifies a Floor Area Ratio for the site, setback 
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and stepback requirements, heights that slope away from the Bay, and right-of-way 
corridors view and access corridors through the site. 

The cruise ship terminal at the B Street Pier would be expanded and upgraded including 
increasing the height of the existing building to 50 feet (with appurtenant structures 
extending above 50 feet). The existing terminal is a converted warehouse and does not 
have adequate facilities to accommodate the size of modem cruise ships and the number 
of passengers on these ships. The upgrade will modernize the building to accommodate 
the larger ships and expand terminal facilities such as loading and customs. 

The U.S.S. Midway Aircraft Carrier would be docked on the south side of Navy Pier for 
use as a museum. Submitted with the PMPA is a mitigation plan for impacts to 4 acres of 
open water in San Diego Bay involving the creation of 9.15 acres of new coastal salt 
marsh habitat in National City, south of the Sweetwater River Flood Control Channel. 
The mitigation is specifically required in the PMP A. 

The plan also involves numerous changes to the existing land and water use designations 
in the Port Master Plan. The land use changes are designated largely to facilitate the 

• 

proposed Embarcadero Promenade, the narrowing of Harbor Drive, and the extension of • 
B and C Streets. The changes also reflect a more accurate accounting of the amount of 
land area than previously calculated, and thus, show an overall increase in land area. The 
revisions would result in an approximately 1.9-acre increase in the "Public 
Facility/Street" designation, a .6-acre decrease in "Commercial Recreation" area, a 2.9-
acre increase in "Park/Plaza", and a .6-acre increase in "Promenade" area. 

The plan also involve changes in water use designations, including redesignating 
approximately 21 acres of "Commercial Fishing Berthing" to "Specialized Berthing", 
"Park/Plaza" and "Commercial Recreation" to accommodate the new public recreational 
Grape Street Pier and docks, and redesignation of another 5.5 acres of "Commercial 
Fishing Berthing" to "Specialized Berthing" to allow mo'oring of the U.S.S. Midway. 
The hayward portion of the Midway location has been designated as Park/Plaza and as a 
Public Access point to indicate that the area will be open and available to the public. 
Although the plan includes a significant reduction in "Commercial Fishing Berthing," the 
replacement "Specialized Berthing" designation continues to allow commercial fishing 
berthing within the subject precise plan area, and language in the proposed PMPA 
specifically identifies commercial fishing as the highest priority use in this location. 

The amendment also includes adoption of a Parking Management & Monitoring Program 
for the North Embarcadero. In general, new projects are required to provide adequate on
site parking to accommodate the particular project's demand. Several new projects, 
including the Grape Street Pier restaurant and new public improvements like the 
esplanade, would utilize only public parking. Thus, the Parking Management Program is • 
required to address the parking needs of these projects, as well as the public parking 
needs overall in the North Embarcadero area. The plan requires individual Parking 
Management Plans prior to issuance of Coastal Development Permits for a particular 
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project, to ensure that weekday and weekend day parking deficits are addressed. Projects 
in the PMP A will be phased over several years. 

Section 13634 of the Code of Regulations allows for minor, immaterial changes to a Port 
Master Plan (Amendment) after submission of the plan. On December 12, 2000, the 
Board of Port Commissioners revised the amendment to remove a reference to a project 
west of the County Administration Center that is not intended to be implemented at this 
time, added two paragraphs on page 74 indicating that the deck of the Midway will be a 
0.8 acre public viewing area, indicated that mitigation for the loss of 4.1 acres of open 
water habitat would be provided in the City of National City, and adopted by reference a 
U.S.S. Midway Public Access Program. The Midway Public Access Program requires 
that the hayward side of the Midway be open to free public access whenever the Midway 
is open and operating, and requires the provision of coastal access signs and interpretive 
signage. These changes provide more specificity and increase protection of coastal 
resources, and are not considered a material amendment to the PMP A submittal. 

E. Conformance with the Coastal Act. The proposed amendment would result in 
changes to land use categories and to the specific policies contained in Planning District 
3. In order for the Commission to certify the proposed master plan amendment, the 
Commission must determine that the amendment conforms to the following applicable 
Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 policies of the Act: 

1. Applicable Policies 

Section 30210. 

In carrying out the requirement of Section 4 of Article X of the California 
Constitution, maximum access, which shall be conspicuously posted, and recreational 
opportunities shall be provided for all the people consistent with public safety needs and 
the need to protect public rights, rights of private property owners, and natural resource 
areas from overuse. 

Section 30211. 

Development shall not interfere with the public's right of access to the sea where 
acquired through use or legislative authorization, including, but not limited to, the use of 
dry sand and rocky coastal beaches to the first line of terrestrial vegetation. 

Section 30212. 

(a) Public access from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline and along the 
coast shall be provided in new development projects except where: 

( 1) it is inconsistent with public safety, military security needs, or the protection 
of fragile coastal resources, 
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(2) adequate access exists nearby, or, 

[ ... ] 

Section 30213. 

Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities shall be protected, encouraged, and, 
where feasible, provided. Developments providing public recreational opportunities are 
preferred. 

Section 30224 

Increased recreational boating use of coastal waters shall be encouraged, in 
accordance with this division, by developing dry storage areas, increasing public 
launching facilities, providing additional berthing space in existing harbors, limiting non
water-dependent land uses that congest access corridors and preclude boating support 
facilities, providing harbors of refuge, and by providing for new boating facilities in 

• 

natural harbors, new protected water areas, and in areas dredged from dry land for long- • 
term commercial, recreational, scientific, and educational purposes. 

Section 30230 

Marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, and where feasible, restored. 
Special protection shall be given to areas and species of special biological or economic 
significance. Uses of the marine environment shall be carried out in a manner that will 
sustain the biological productivity of coastal waters and that will maintain healthy 
populations of all species of marine organisms adequate for long-term commercial, 
recreational, scientific, and educational purposes. 

Section 3023.1 

The biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams, wetlands, 
estuaries, and lakes appropriate to maintain optimum populations of marine organisms 
and for the protection of human health shall be maintained and, where feasible, restored 
through, among other means, minimizing adverse effects of waste water discharges and 
entrainment, controlling runoff, preventing depletion of ground water supplies and 
substantial interference with surface water flow, encouraging waste water reclamation, 
maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas that protect riparian habitats, and minimizing 
alteration of natural streams. 

Section 30233 

(a) The diking, filling, or dredging of open coastal waters, wetlands, estuaries, and 
lakes shall be permitted in accordance with other applicable provisions of this division, 

• 
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where there is no feasible less environmentally damaging alternative, and where feasible 
mitigation measures have been provided to minimize adverse environmental effects, and 
shall be limited to the following: 

(1) New or expanded port, energy, and coastal-dependent industrial facilities, 
including commercial fishing facilities. 

(2) Maintaining existing, or restoring previously dredged, depths in existing 
navigational channels, turning basins, vessel berthing and mooring areas, and boat 
launching ramps. 

(3) In wetland areas only, entrance channels for new or expanded boating facilities; 
and in a degraded wetland, identified by the Department of Fish and Game pursuant to 
subdivision (b) of Section 30411, for boating facilities if, in conjunction with such 
boating facilities, a substantial portion of the degraded wetland is restored and maintained 
as a biologically productive wetland. The size of the wetland area used for boating 
facilities, including berthing space, turning basins, necessary navigation channels, and 
any necessary support service facilities, shall not exceed 25 percent of the degraded 
wetland . 

(4) In open coastal waters, other than wetlands, including streams, estuaries, and 
lakes, new or expanded boating facilities and the placement of structural pilings for 
public recreational piers that provide public access and recreational opportunities. 

(5) Incidental public service purposes, including but not limited to, burying cables 
and pipes or inspection of piers and maintenance of existing intake and outfall lines. 

(6) Mineral extraction, including sand for restoring beaches, except in 
environmentally sensitive areas. 

(7) Restoration purposes. 

(8) Nature study, aquaculture, or similar resource dependent activities. 

(b) Dredging and spoils disposal shall be planned and carried out to avoid 
significant disruption to marine and wildlife habitats and water circulation. Dredge spoils 
suitable for beach replenishment should be transported for such purposes to appropriate 
beaches or into suitable long shore current systems. 

[ ... ] 

• Section 30234 

Facilities serving the commercial fishing and recreational boating industries shall be 
protected and, where feasible, upgraded. Existing commercial fishing and recreational 
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boating harbor space shall not be reduced unless the demand for those facilities no longer 
exists or adequate substitute space has been provided. Proposed recreational boating 
facilities shall, where feasible, be designed and located in such a fashion as not to 
interfere with the needs of the commercial fishing industry. 

Section 30234.5 

The economic, commercial, and recreational importance of fishing activities shall be 
recognized and protected. 

Section 30235 

Revetments, breakwaters, groins, harbor channels, seawalls, cliff retaining walls, and 
other such construction that alters natural shoreline processes shall be permitted when 
required to serve coastal-dependent uses or to protect existing structures or public 
beaches in danger from erosion, and when designed to eliminate or mitigate adverse 
impacts on local shoreline sand supply. Existing marine structures causing water 
stagnation contributing to pollution problems and fish kills should be phased out or 
upgraded where feasible. 

Section 30251. 

The scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and protected 
as a resource of public importance. Permitted development shall be sited and designed to 
protect views to and along the ocean and scenic coastal areas, to minimize the alteration 
of natural land forms, to be visually compatible with the character of surrounding areas, 
and, where feasible, to restore and enhance visual quality in visually degraded areas .... 

Section 30252. 

The location and amount of new development should maintain and enhance public access 
to the coast by ( 1) facilitating the provision or extension of transit service, (2) providing 
commercial facilities within or adjoining residential development or in other areas that 
will minimize the use of coastal access roads, (3) providing non-automobile circulation 
within the development, (4) providing adequate parking facilities or providing substitute 
means of serving the development with public transportation, (5) assuring the potential 
for public transit for high intensity uses such as high-rise office buildings. 

Section 30708 

All port-related developments shall be located, designed, and constructed so as to: 

(a) Minimize substantial adverse environmental impacts. 

(b) Minimize potential traffic conflicts between vessels. 

• 

• 

• 
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(c) Give highest priority to the use of existing land space within harbors for port 
purposes, including, but not limited to, navigational facilities, shipping industries, and 
necessary support and access facilities. 

(d) Provide for other beneficial uses consistent with the public trust, including, 
but not limited to, recreation and wildlife habitat uses, to the extent feasible. 

(e) Encourage rail service to port areas and multicompany use of facilities. 

Chapter 3 is the standard of review for all appealable projects, and all projects in the 
water and use designations applied to water. Chapter 8 is the standard of review for the 
remainder of the amendment. 

2. Findings for Consistency with Chapter 3/Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act 

A. U.S.S. Midway Aircraft Carrier. 

The amendment would provide for the permanent docking of the Midway alongside the 
south side of Navy Pier (Pier llA), at the southern end of North Harbor Drive. The 
Midway is a decommissioned aircraft carrier, which would be towed to San Diego Bay 
from its current station at Bremerton, Washington. The ship would be berthed against 
two new mooring platforms that would be constructed on the existing pier. The bow of 
the ship would point towards the bay. Parking for the Midway would be provided on the 
existing Navy Pier. 

The Midway would be converted into an aircraft carrier museum. Navy Pier has 
historically been the departure place in San Diego for troops going to war, and the site is 
nearby several existing naval memorials including the Aircraft Carrier Memorial, the 
Homecoming Memorial, and the Presidential Unit Citation Memorial. Funding for the 
Midway museum comes from both private donations and loans; no public money has 
been involved. 

1) Visual Resources. The Midway is approximately 1,000 feet long and 50 feet tall 
from the waterline to the flight deck. Above the flight deck, the control tower area would 
be approximately 190 feet tall, as measured from the waterline. Including the new 
mooring platforms on the north side of the ship, the width of the Midway would extend 
approximately 260 feet south of the existing Navy Pier. 

The siting of the Midway raises concerns regarding both the compatibility of the bulk and 
scale of the structure with the surrounding community and the blocking of public views . 
The Midway would be located on the bayward side of North Harbor Drive, which 
parallels the shoreline and is the main coastal accessway in the downtown area. In 
general, the bayward side of North Harbor Drive in the North Embarcadero area consists 
of low-scale development such as the Harbor Excursion ticket booth, one and two-story 



Port Master Plan Amendment #27 
North Embarcadero Redevelopment 
Page 14 

restaurants, and the Maritime Museum historic ships including the Star of India, 
Berkeley, and others. The inland side of North Harbor Drive is more intensely developed 
with the County Administration Center, restaurants, and hotels. 

The ship would be located between the existing Navy Pier to the north and the G Street 
Mole and Tuna Harbor Park to the south. Navy Pier currently has a 2-story Navy 
building on it which would remain. To the south, a two-story restaurant is located on the 
western terminus of the G Street Mole, while the remainder of the park is open grassy 
space, parking, or low-scale memorial structures. 

The inland side of Harbor Drive east of the subject site is developed with a Naval Base 
and is under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Navy, and currently developed with multi-story 
structures. There are approvals on the site for a project known as the Navy Broadway 
Complex, which would consist of up to 2.5 million square feet of mixed commercial 
office, hotel and retail uses. Although no construction on this project is anticipated at this 
time, this project would be up to 400 feet in height. 

• 

In general, the proposed PMP A would continue the pattern of more intense, higher 
development on the eastern side of Harbor Drive, such as the proposed Lane Field 
development. The amendment would allow construction of a new 25-foot high restaurant • 
on the hayward side of Harbor Drive inland of the new Grape Street Pier. The PMP A 
would also ~How improvements to the existing cruise ship terminal located 
approximately two blocks north of the proposed Midway site, which could result in an 
increase in the height of the terminal building to 50 feet, with some building 
appurtenances extending higher than 50 feet. 

The Midway, which is 50 feet high to the flight deck and portions of which would extend 
up to 190 feet in height, would represent a departure from the existing scale of most 
development located hayward of Harbor Drive. Currently, there are no structures 
comparable to the Midway in height and bulk located hayward of North Harbor Drive, 
and the relatively low-scale of development in this area allows for a mostly open 
viewshed towards the shoreline and Coronado. The visual effect of the Midway would 
be comparable to at least a 5-story high structure that would cover essentially the entire 
water area from Navy Pier to Tuna Harbor Park. The presence of the Midway, combined 
with the high-rise structures existing and anticipated on the eastern side of Harbor Drive 
across the street from the Midway, would create a "tunnel" effect for pedestrians and 
vehicles on this portion of North Harbor Drive. 

Public views provided along the North Embarcadero portion of North Harbor Drive are 
significantly greater in number and scope than those available from the rest of Harbor 
Drive. South of the project site, views of the water and the bayfront are almost entirely 
blocked by existing development. North of Laurel Street, bay views from Harbor Drive 
are extremely limited. But views of the water and Coronado are currently available to 
both north and southbound traffic from the majority of North Harbor Drive in the North 
Embarcadero Area, including at the subject site. 

• 
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The Midway would have a significant impact on public views. The proposed project 
would eliminate views of the water, Point Lorna and Coronado currently available 
approaching the project site from both the north and the south on Harbor Drive. Views to 
the north from the entire G Street Mole and Tuna Harbor Park would be obstructed. This 
is an existing Public Park, and a designated vista area in the Port Master Plan. The visual 
quality and character of the viewshed would be severely impacted by the Midway. 

As mitigation for this impact, the Port District has proposed opening the bayside portion 
of the deck of the Midway to free public access. Given the proposed height and location 
of the ship, views from the deck would be quite expansive and would afford unparalleled 
views of the area. The viewing experience from the deck of the ship would be different 
than that from the existing park, but would be similar enough to help offset the loss of 
views from the park. 

However, while opening the deck of the Midway would essentially replace the views lost 
from the G Street Mole, it would not mitigate for the bulk and scale of the ship as viewed 
from Harbor Drive and the surrounding inland area. And there would still be impacts to 
public views. The ship would be located west of, and across Harbor Drive from the 
terminus ofF Street. This portion ofF Street is within the Naval Base and is not 
currently open to the public. However, the Centre City Community Plan designates F 
Street as a view corridor to be implemented when the site is redeveloped. (The City's 
currently pending LCPA for the North Embarcadero area would not change or remove 
this designation.) The Midway would prevent the opening of any views of the water or 
Coronado along this designated view corridor when the Naval site is redeveloped. 

Of course, all of these views would be replaced by a view of the Midway museum, which 
would be a visitor-serving, coastal-dependent use. San Diego has a rich naval history and 
the Commission recognizes the importance of providing visitor attractions and 
destinations at the waterfront. Nevertheless, the North Embarcadero area is, 
unfortunately, one of the few areas downtown where there is a strong visual connection 
to the waterfront, and each new development that blocks off another significant portion of 
the public's view has an adverse impact. As noted above, the current plan has provisions 
for increasing the height of the cruise ship terminal to as high as 50 feet. The expansion 
is necessary to accommodate the larger size of modern cruise ships. The terminal is 
located approximately 1A mile north of Navy Pier, and will further contribute to the bulk 
and scale of development in the area of the Midway. Although portions of the existing 
Navy buildings on Navy Pier were recently demolished, the existing two-story structure 
on Navy Pier is proposed to remain, and will contribute to the walling-off effect in the 
area. As valuable as opening the deck of the Midway to the public would be, it could 
totally mitigate for the overall bulk of the ship and the adverse impact it will have to the 
area. 

There are a number of alternatives to the proposed project that could lessen or avoid the 
visual impact of the project. For example, a carrier could potentially be sited at or 
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adjacent to existing naval facilities on Coronado, the lOth Avenue Marine Terminal or the 
Naval stations further south in the Bay in San Diego or National City. These sites were 
not examined in the Environmental Impact Report associated with the proposed 
amendment as the Navy has not to this date expressed interest in housing a permanent 
museum facility. However, the Midway would most likely not present any adverse visual 
impact in these locations, and a partnership with the Navy should not be dismissed as a 
potential opportunit~. In addition, the Campbell Shipyard site, which is located 
northwest of the lOt Avenue Marine Terminal could potentially accommodate the 
Midway. The hayward side of Harbor Drive is already heavily developed in this area, 
and an aircraft carrier would likely not have as significant of an impact on public views. 
Although the Port has expressed interest in constructing a hotel at the Campbell site, the 
recent discovery of significant amounts of contaminants at the site suggests an alternative 
project like the Midway may be suitable at this location. 

However, if the proposed location remains the only desirable location to the Port District 
and the project proponents, another potential alternative to the proposed project has been 
raised by representatives of the Midway museum, for future build-out of the site. A 
conceptual plan has been developed to site the Midway south of Navy Pier, as proposed, 
but to also demolish the existing Navy building on the Pier, and redevelop the Pier as a 
pedestrian-oriented memorial park with plazas, grassy lawns, benches promenades, 
design features, and even a Navy wives club and chapel for small social functions and 
public food service. Under this "conceptual plan," parking for the Midway would be 
located nearby in a new parking structure on the inland side of Harbor Drive. 

In contrast, under the current amendment, Navy Pier would be used for parking for 
visitors to the Midway. While parking is clearly necessary to accommodate the use, 
providing public parking is not the best use of a water-oriented structure, and would have 
an adverse impact on the visual quality of the area. It appears that a plan like this 
conceptual plan would open up the area and improve the visual quality of the North 
Embarcadero area in a manner which could potentially offset the adverse visual impacts 
of the ship. Although the proponents of the Midway have indicated their preference for 
this conceptual plan, there is nothing in the proposed Master Plan amendment that 
provides for the implementation of this design, the EIR did not evaluate the plan, and no 
off-site parking facility has been identified or funded. 

In its recent augmentation to the submittal, the Port District has added language in the 
plan indicating that conversion of the pier to a park "is consistent with the planning goals 
contained in the Visionary Plan"; however, the Port has indicated their unwillingness to 
make this conversion a specific goal of the plan. The Port has stated that since the Navy 
and the Broadway Complex are not within the jurisdiction of the Port, adding a policy to 
the Master Plan relating to this area is not appropriate. 

However, it is common practice to have short or long-terms goals in planning documents 
that relate to areas not within the direct control of the planning agency. For example, the 
City of San Diego LCPA #4-2000 for the North Embarcadero area being reviewed by the 

• 

• 

• 
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Commission concurrently with the proposed project contains planning goals for the entire 
North Embarcadero region, although very little of the area is with the City's jurisdiction. 
And in fact, the Midway Public Access Plan as proposed contains very specific 
requirements for parking and public access on Navy Pier. The PMPA also contains 
specific language requiring that mitigation for the open water impacts resulting from the 
Midway be provided in the City of National City, although that is clearly outside the 
Port's jurisdiction. 

The Commission is fully aware that the Port District does not have the authority to 
require that the Navy vacate Navy Pier at any particular time. The Commission is 
seeking policy language in the PMP that makes clear that parking on Navy Pier for a 
potential Midway museum would be an interim use, and that the ultimate goal for the 
area is to convert Navy Pier to a public park. Including as a planning goal in the PMP the 
conversion of Navy Pier to a memorial park would signify the Port's commitment to and 
support of such an action. It would not commit the Port to pay for the conversion, any 
more than designating a land use for commercial uses requires the Port to pay for the 
construction of such uses. But as long as the Port cannot provide at least a minimal level 
of assurance that the parking will be removed from the Navy Pier and the Pier converted 
to a public park, the Commission cannot find the Midway portion of the plan consistent 
with the visual quality protection policies of the Coastal Act. The timing of such 
conversion would obviously be linked to when the Navy determines their use of the Navy 
Pier is no longer necessary. Relocation of the parking could occur at any time 
independent of actions by the Navy or as part of redevelopment of the Navy Broadway 
Complex. 

Another project alternative that has been suggested involves lowering the Midway 
approximately 10 feet by dredging the bay at the proposed site; however, potential 
environmental impacts of dredging have not been examined, and a 10-foot difference in 
height would not substantially alter the visual impact of the project. Given the expense 
that would likely be associated with dredging, allocation of the money towards 
implementation of the conceptual plan would likely be a more effective means of 
mitigating the visual impact of the Midway. 

In summary, the Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum portion of the proposed PMPA would 
have a significant adverse visual impact in its proposed location. Adequate offsetting 
mitigation for these adverse impacts has not been provided. There are a number of 
potential project alternatives that could avoid or reduce the impacts. A conceptual site 
plan has been developed that demonstrates that there is an alternative, or long-term, 
Midway project involving creation of a public park on Navy Pier that would open up the 
viewshed and improve the visual quality of the North Embarcadero area, potentially 
mitigate the adverse visual impacts of the carrier. However, this plan is not included as a 
goal in the proposed PMP A. Allowing a project of this magnitude to proceed in the 
absence of adequate mitigation would set an adverse precedent for development on the 
North Embarcadero. Until the Master Plan contains goals or policies for developing and 
implementing a Midway project that includes mitigation for the visual impacts of the 
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project in a timely manner, the Midway portion of the plan cannot be found consistent 
with the visual protection policies of Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act. 

2) Parking/Public Access. Currently, Navy Pier is restricted to authorized military 
and civilian personnel. No public parking is available on the pier, except during Summer 
Pops concerts. The EIR for the project determined that the peak parking demand for the 
Midway will be approximately 348 spaces on a weekend and 279 spaces on a weekday. 
The parking for Midway would be provided on the adjacent Navy Pier. Because some 
parking spaces would still be required for the Navy facility to remain on the pier, the 
required 348 spaces would be available on the weekends, but only 200 spaces would be 
available on weekdays, 79 spaces short of the weekday requirement. The EIR requires 
that 79 additional off-site parking spaces be provided, if not on Navy Pier, then at a 
nearby. Thus, adequate parking to accommodate the demand generated by the Midway 
will be provided. 

However, the proposed amendment does not contain any long-term measures or goals 
designed to ultimately relocate the required parking for the Midway from the Navy Pier 
into an off-site satellite lot(s). As noted above, the Commission supports the 
development of visitor-serving attractions along the waterfront. And typically, on-site 
parking is preferred to off-site parking, because it provides the most convenient access 
for the public. But a pier is not the appropriate place to be developing new permanent 
parking facilities. The parking lot will not be a visually attractive development and will 
not provide the type of pedestrian recreational opportunities that should be available on 
the waterfront. 

The proposed PMP A is designed to promote the waterfront as a visitor destination, and as 
such, should contain specific provisions promoting and requiring the funding and 
development of off-site parking for the Midway, as well as for other visitor-serving uses 
in the area. The Parking Management Program does include some general provisions for 
promoting public transit and an area shuttle, but again, no measures designed to relocate 
the Midway parking off of Navy Pier. Converting a pier into a permanent parking area 
would not have a positive impact on the visual quality of the North Embarcadero area, or 
on the public access and recreational opportunities. The PMP A should include the means 
to implement and fund a long-term alternative parking and transportation program to 
offset visitor parking deficits rather than create additional parking on Navy Pier. 
Therefore, the Commission cannot find the Midway portion of the project consistent with 
the public access and recreation policies of the Coastal Act. 

3) Biological Resources. Approximately 350 parking spaces would be located on 
Navy Pier to serve visitors to the Midway museum. This would create the potential for 
petroleum hydrocarbons, grease, etc. associated with vehicles to enter San Diego Bay 

• 

• 

through direct leakage and stormwater runoff. A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan • 
(SWPPP) is required for the project that must contain Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to address contaminants through such means as grease/oil separators. The Port 
Master Plan does not specifically require the adoption of BMP programs for the Midway; 
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however, the Plan does require lease agreements that ensure tenants do not contribute to 
water pollution. 

The ship's hull would be protected with a cathoditic system, in an effort to minimize hull 
maintenance requirements. Maintenance activities such as painting other parts of the ship 
are required to occur in conformance with state and federal regulations, as outlined in an 
Environmental Protection Plan which has been prepared for the Midway, although this 
plan has not been specifically incorporated into the PMP. The ship would be moved to 
dry-dock about every 20 years where major maintenance activities would occur. The 
Port District has indicated that if the Midway museum did not succeed financially, the 
Navy would take the ship back, so it would not remain in place indefinitely. The Port has 
stated that the Midway's lease agreement and coastal development permit will require 
guarantees in the form of a bond or other financial means that will ensure that the ship 
will be removed from San Diego Bay should it go bankrupt. 

The Midway would not actually rest on the ocean floor; rather it would occupy 
approximately 28 feet of the water column, with approximately 12 feet between the 
bottom of the hull and the ocean floor. Mooring the carrier would result in approximately 
4.1 acres of impact to open water habitat, which is valuable habitat for fish and foraging 
birds. The hull of the Midway touching the water would cover approximately 2 acres of 
the Bay, the overhang of the flight deck would shadow up to an additional 2 acres of open 
water, and the mooring platform structures would result in 0.1 acres of impact. 

As part of the proposed PMP A submittal and at the request of Commission staff, the Port 
has submitted a mitigation plan for the 4 acres of open water impacts. The proposed 
mitigation involves expansion of an existing degraded marsh east of south San Diego Bay 
in the City of National City. The site is known as Lovett Marsh, a tidal channel 
surrounded by development south of the Sweetwater River Flood Control Channel. The 
plan involves excavating sediment from surrounding uplands in order to create new tidal 
wetland habitat, grading existing upland slopes and seeding them with Maritime 
Succulent Scrub vegetation, and planting coastal salt marsh vegetation in the newly 
created wetland area. The mitigation would itself impact 0.89 acres of existing 
"disturbed" coastal salt marsh and 0.74 acres of mule fat scrub, but result in the creation 
of approximately 9.15 acres of new coastal salt marsh as mitigation for loss of 4.1 acres 
of open water habitat. 

The proposed mitigation raises several concerns. First, the Commission typically 
requires that mitigation be "in-kind," that is, the mitigation should replace the same kind 
of habitat that is impacted, as close to the impact area as possible. In the case of the 
proposed project, the salt marsh mitigation site is several miles south and inland of the 
open water impact site. The Port District has indicated that there are a limited number of 
sites in San Diego Bay under the control of the District where a restoration project could 
create new open water habitat. However, the District did not consider these sites as 
potential mitigation sites for the Midway, as they are intended to serve as mitigation sites 
for future Port projects. Given the amount of build-out in San Diego Bay, opportunities 
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for open water mitigation sites in the Bay are very limited, which suggests that additional 
impacts to Bay habitat may be inappropriate. 

Nevertheless, in this particular case, the mitigation plan has been reviewed by the 
Commission staff ecologist, National Marine Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. The Commission has in the past approved saltmarsh restoration as mitigation for 
open water impacts, although in most cases, the mitigation has a strong open-water 
component. The creation of salt marsh habitat as proposed has been given preliminary 
approval as adequate to offset the biological impacts of the project. 

Specific language in the text of the amendment requires that mitigation for the Midway 
be provided in the form of the creation of approximately 9.2 acres of new coastal salt 
marsh. Thus, the biological impacts associated with the Midway can be found consistent 
with the resource protection policies of Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act. 
Denial of the Midway portion of the project is based on inconsistency with the visual and 
public access and recreation policies of the Coastal Act. 

B. North Embarcadero Redevelopment. 

• 

As described above, the amendment includes public improvements along Harbor Drive, • 
narrowing Harbor Drive from four lanes to three between Grape Street and Pacific 
Highway, replacing three existing industrial piers west of the County Administration 
Center with a new public pier at Grape Street, a new 25-foot high restaurant inland of the 
Grape Street Pier, the extension of B and C Streets, development of the old Lane Field 
site and Navy Engineering building with a 600-800 room hotel, office building, retail and 
parking facilities in a new complex of buildings and open space, and expansion of the 
cruise ship terminal at the B Street Pier would be expanded to up to 50 feet in height. 

1) Visual Resources. The plan contains provisions for the establishment of view 
corridors and a 60 foot height limit in the Laurel Street corridor, landscape and 
streetscape improvements along the proposed esplanade on North Harbor Drive, and 
public viewing/vista points along the Crescent shoreline from Laurel Street to Market 
Street. Language in the plan states that the wharf side of the esplanade is to remain clear 
of objects or furnishings that would block bay views. 

The extension of B and C Streets from their current terminus at Pacific Highway through 
to North Harbor Drive would create new view corridors and increase public access to the 
waterfront from downtown. The City of San Diego's pending LCP also provides for the 
extension of these streets and designates them as view corridors. 

The plan sets an FAR of 7.0 and 6.5 for the Lane Field parcel, while establishing building • 
height limits on the site ranging from 200 feet to 400 feet sloping back from the Bay. 
The plan also sets setbacks and stepbacks along the Broadway side of this parcel. These 
criteria are consistent with those proposed in the City's pending LCP. 
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The plan establishes a 12 foot high building height limit in the area of the proposed 
esplanade, with the exception of a 25-foot high height limit for the parcel at Harbor Drive 
inland of the Grape Street Pier to allow for construction of a new restaurant. The 
construction of a new two-story structure in this area raises concerns about view blockage 
and bulk and scale. As discussed above, the majority of North Harbor Drive is 
characterized by low-scale development and open views towards the water, and any new 
construction on the hayward side of Harbor Drive has the potential to adversely impact 
public views. 

However, in this particular case, the second-story of the restaurant would be offset from 
the Grape Street View corridor, and thus, wouldn't block any existing views down this 
street. Additionally, Grape Street is a one-way street with traffic heading away from the 
Bay, so existing views from this street are limited. View blockage from Harbor Drive 
remains a concern, but with the exception of this parcel, structures on the hayward side at 
this portion of North Harbor Drive are limited to 12 feet in height, such that the impact of 
this one structure will be limited and can be found consistent with the resource protection 
policies of the Coastal Act. However, the Commission will continue to review new 
projects in this area with the visual impact to pedestrians and vehicles on Harbor Drive in 
mind . 

The amendment also includes expansion of the cruise ship terminal to a maximum of 50 
feet in height. Some building appurtenances would extend above 50 feet. The existing 
building was a warehouse that was converted to a cruise ship terminal many years ago. 
The cruise ship industry has changed considerably in the last two decades, and ships are 
far larger than they were previously. At the existing terminal, moving cargo and people 
is difficult and inefficient, and compromises the effectiveness of the terminal operation. 
The structure is also too small to reasonably accommodate the number of people 
boarding and disembarking the ships, going through customs, etc. The expansion would 
modernize the terminal to accommodate present-day cruise ships and traffic intensity 
(vessels and people). Although the height increase would contribute incrementally to a 
walling off of the bay, a cruise ship terminal is a coastal-dependent, high-priority use 
under the Coastal Act. The height increase would contribute to the bulk and scale of 
development on the bayfront, but not actually block any existing views. The project 
would not require any expansion of the existing pier or filling of the bay. The expansion 
would follow the design guidelines of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan, such that 
the building would have stepbacks and architectural features to minimize its visual 
impact. 

In summary, the plan includes numerous features designed to protect and enhance views 
to and along the waterfront. No significant impacts to views or community character will 
result from the amendment. Therefore, this portion of the proposed Port Master Plan 
Amendment can be found consistent with the visual protection policies of Chapter 3 
policies and Chapter 8 policies of the Coastal Act. 
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2) Public Access/Parking. As noted above, numerous Coastal Act policies pertain 
to the provision of adequate public access to the shoreline. The plan contains provisions 
for many public access improvements including the replacement of the Grape Street 
industrial piers with a new public pier, the extension of B and C Streets, the Harbor Drive 
esplanade and parks, and streetscape improvements to Broadway Pier. The Lane Field 
parcel will have access corridors a minimum of 80-feet wide to enhance physical and 
visual access to the waterfront. A north-south pedestrian link, if practical, is also 
proposed through this parcel. 

When development does not provide adequate parking facilities, or alternative means of 
access such as public transit, the general public can be precluded from accessing the 
shoreline. The Parking Management & Monitoring Program submitted as a component 
of the proposed amendment is intended to ensure that the proposed development will 
maintain and enhance public access to the coast consistent with the public access and 
recreation policies of the Coastal Act. 

The EIR analyzed the projected parking demand for the proposed PMPA. In general, 
new projects are required to self-park; that is, provide adequate parking to accommodate 
the particular project's demand, and would not compete for public parking. However, 
several new projects, including the Grape Street Pier restaurant and new public 
improvements like the esplanade, would utilize public parking. The parking analysis 
determined that on weekdays, adequate public parking to serve the area Thus, the 
Parking Management Program is required to address the parking needs of these projects, 
as well as the public parking needs overall in the North Embarcadero area. The plan 
requires individual Parking Management Plans prior to issuance of Coastal Development 
Permits a for particular project, to ensure that weekday and weekend day parking deficits 
are addressed. 

Projects in the PMP A will be phased over several years. An annual monitoring program 
tied to actual "parking utilization" will begin after completion of the first project under 
the Plan. Additional parking construction will begin when utilization thresholds exceed 
90% capacity, that is, when monitoring determines existing parking has reached 90% of 
capacity, new parking facilities will be required. Implementation of the monitoring and 
construction of new parking facilities will be required as conditions of new coastal 
development permits. 

• 

• 

The narrowing of North Harbor Drive and the increase in traffic generated by the 
redevelopment in the proposed amendment could have an adverse impact on public 
access by restricting the flow of traffic. North Harbor currently provides six lanes of 
traffic north of Grape Street, four lanes between Grape Street and Broadway and two 
lanes south of Broadway to Pacific Highway. The proposed amendment includes re-
striping North Harbor Drive between Grape Street and Pacific Highway to a three-lane • 
roadway (two lanes southbound and one lane northbound). A traffic analysis performed 
for the amendment analyzed 22 key signalized intersections and 40 street segments in the 
plan area. The analysis determined that in the near-term, traffic conditions at only 6 
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intersections and 3 street segments would worsen as a result of implementation the 
amendment, and these impacts were determined to be less than significant, because the 
delay increases are small and in no case did Levels of Service (LOS) fall below LOS D. 
(Two street segments currently at LOSE would continue to operate at LOS E.) Level of 
Service E is considered "significant" under City of San Diego standards for the Centre 
City area. 

The only significant impacts identified were cumulative impacts to portions of Interstate 
5 and several freeway on-ramps and off-ramps. These impacts are considered 
unmitigatible at the current time, although an I-5 freeway corridor study currently being 
prepared by the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) will address 
deficiencies on the freeway and its ramps and recommend traffic improvements. These 
impacts occur outside of the Coastal Zone and are the result of region-wide growth and 
development. The proposed amendment will not result in traffic impacts that will 
adversely impact public access or recreation in the Coastal Zone. 

It is important to note that the long-range (2020) traffic projections done for the North 
Embarcadero redevelopment assumed that the airport expansion "Concept F" would be 
constructed by the year 2020. That is, that direct airport access would be available to I-5 
at a point between Washington Street and Old Town Avenue. Without this assumption, 
the volumes along Laurel Street, Grape Street, Hawthorn Street and North Harbor Drive 
would be much greater. The short-term traffic projections are not affected by this 
assumption. If this airport connection is not approved, the Port District and the City of 
San Diego will have to revisit traffic and circulation issues in the North Embarcadero 
area. With the proposed narrowing of Harbor Drive, Pacific Highway will become the 
most attractive commuter alternative between downtown and the airport, not Harbor 
Drive, which is appropriate and consistent with the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act, 
regardless of the airport access to I-5. 

One of the stated goals of the Parking Program is both reducing the parking demand and 
increasing the parking supply, in order to achieve a balance between the supply and 
demand of parking in the area. The Parking Program has measures designed to promote 
the use of transit and pedestrian use of the area, including promoting subsidized transit 
passes for employees of area businesses, providing information to downtown hotel guests 
regarding the availability of transit uses, plans for shuttle stops at two locations on 
Harbor Drive within the North Embarcadero area, promoting pedi-cab use and providing 
areas for pick-up and drop-off, and providing bicycle racks and lockers within the area. 
In addition, the Program calls for providing "trailblazing measures", that is, providing 
signs showing directions to the North Embarcadero area from downtown and transit 
locations, directions on local kiosks and transit/shuttle stops. The Parking Program 
would require that as a condition of approval for future coastal development permits, use 
of mass transit be encouraged and supported. 

Traffic improvements that will improve public access are planned for the North 
Embarcadero area, including additional traffic signals and controlled intersections to 
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improve pedestrian access, and a separate 10-foot wide bicycle path to run parallel to the 
promenade. The bicycle path will accommodate both bicycles and pedi-cabs. As 
proposed, the North Embarcadero portion of amendment provides public access 
amenities and will not result in adverse impacts to public access. Therefore, this portion 
of the amendment can be found consistent with the public access and recreation policies 
of Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act. 

3) Biological Resources. The plan involves the construction of a new 30,000 sq.ft. 
public recreational pier at Grape Street. Although the project involves the placement of 
new pilings, the pier will replace three existing piers that together total approximately 
30,000 sq.ft. in area, thus, there will be no change in the amount of water area shaded by 
pier structures. The EIR for the proposed amendment determined that there is no eelgrass 
in the amendment area. 

The proposed Grape Street Pier also includes construction of a wave attenuation 
structure. The Port District has clarified that this structure will be a floating concrete 
structure or similar structure that does not involve any fill, and that the structure will be 
the minimum necessary to reduce wave force on the propose pier and recreational docks. 

• 

The placement of structural pilings for public recreational piers that provide public access • 
and recreational opportunities, such as those proposed in the PMPA, is a permitted use 
under Section 30233 of the Coastal Act. 

Therefore, the Commission finds that this portion of the proposed Port Master Plan 
Amendment can be found consistent with the Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 policies of the 
Coastal Act regarding the protection of biological resources. 

C. Centre City LCPA. 

Staff is currently reviewing an application by the City of San Diego to amend its certified 
LCP to create a North Embarcadero Overlay District including design guidelines and 
parking requirements. The City's LCP A is does not proposed any changes in land use, 
but is largely intended to ensure that the existing community plans and Planned District 
Ordinances governing the North Embarcadero region (Centre City and Marina Districts) 
are updated consistent with the vision for the North Embarcadero region as proposed in 
the Port Master Plan and in the Visionary Plan (although the Visionary Plan is not 
proposed to be incorporated into the LCPA). Although the majority of the North 
Embarcadero region is within the Port District's coastal development permit jurisdiction, 
the Centre City community plan and PDQ contain graphics and planning goals for the 
North Embarcadero shoreline to help ensure consistent planning for the region as a 
whole. 

Suggested modifications for the City's LCPA have been provided with the findings for 
the City's submittal. Approval of the North Embarcadero portion of the PMP A will not 
prejudice the Commission's review of the City's LCPA. • 
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North Embarcadero Redevelopment 
Page 25 

D. Consistency with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). As 
described above, the proposed amendment does have the potential to result in damage to 
visual and biological resources in the form of individual and cumulative impacts. The 
proposed amendment was the subject of an Environmental Impact Report under CEQA. 
The EIR was subject to public review and hearing and was adopted by the Board of Port 
Commissioners. However, the Commission has found that the Midway portion of the 
proposed PMP A #27 cannot be found in conformance with Chapter 3 and Chapter 8 
policies of the Coastal Act and that that portion of the proposed amendment will result in 
significant adverse impacts to the environment of the coastal zone. Therefore, the 
Commission finds that the Midway part of the amendment is inconsistent with the 
California Environmental Quality Act. 

The remaining portion of the amendment has been found consistent with the visual, 
biological, and public access and recreation policies of the Coastal Act, and will not 
cause significant adverse impacts to the environment. Specifically, the amendment has 
been found consistent with the public access and recreation, visual resource and 
biological protection policies of the Coastal Act. There are no feasible alternatives or 
mitigation measures available which would substantially lessen any significant adverse 
impact which the amendment might have on the environment. Therefore, the 
Commission finds that the remaining portion of the amendment is the least 
environmentally damaging feasible alternative and can be found consistent with the 
requirements of the Coastal Act to conform to CEQA. 

(G:\San Diego\Reports\Port\PMPA #27 stfrpt.doc) 
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Re Amendment of Port District ] 
] 

Master Plan- North Embarcadero ] 
] 

Alliance Visionary Plan . . . . . . . . . ] 

RESOLUTION 2000-83 

WHEREAS, the San Diego Unified Port District (Port District) has an adopted 

Port Master Plan which has been certified by the California Coastal Commission; and 

WHEREAS, said Plan was prepared, adopted and certified pursuant to the Port 

District Act, the· California Coastal Act and other applicable laws; and 

WHEREAS, a proposed Plan Amendment for the North Embarcadero Alliance 

Visionary Plan has been prepared and processed; and 

WHEREAS, a Final Master Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the 

California Environmental Quality Act, State CEQA Guidelines, and Port District 

procedures relative to said Amendment has been prepared, considered and certified, NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Port Commissioners of the San Diego Unified 

Port District, as follows: 

That the Master Plan of the Port District is amended by incorporating therein the 

Master Plan Amendment, on file in the office of the Port District Clerk as Document No. 

_4_o_ss_o ___ , pertaining to said North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director or his designated 

representative is hereby authorized and directed to transmit said Master Plan Amendment, 

together with all relevant factual information, the certified Final Environmental Impact 

Report, and tite Coastal Act consistency :lna!ysis to the California Coastal Commission for 

its review, approval and certification pursuant to the California Coastal Act, and that said 

Exhibit#! 
Port Master Plan Amendment#; 
Resolution 
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Amendment will take effect automatically and be deemed fully certified upon Coastal 

Commission approval pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 30714. This action by 

the Board of Port Commissioners constitutes formal adoption of the Coastal Commission's 

certification of the referenced Amendment. 

ADOPTED this __ 2_Sth ___ day of _____ A-=p'-r_i_l ____ , 2000. 

SW 

4/25/00 

• 

• 

• 
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CENTRE CITY EMBARCADERO: 
Planning District 3 

The Embarcadero of San Diego is the 
downtown waterfront area for an urban region 
of over 2.7 million people. The pierside 
maritime activities of commercial fishing 
boats, merchant ships, Navy vessels and 
pleasure craft contribute to the fabric of the 
Embarcadero. Planning District 3 covers all of 
the Port District waterfront from the U.S. 
Coast Guard Air Station to the Tenth Avenue 
Marine Terminal. From Laurel Street to 
Market, Port land boundaries follow parallel to 
the shoreline and extend easterly to Pacific 
Highway, except for two major land blocks; 
the five-block-long property of the County of 
San Diego's Administrative Center and the 
four-block-long property of the U.S. Navy's 
Commander, Naval Base San Diego and 
Naval Supply Center. The owners of both of 
these properties have proposed extensive 
renovation and redevelopment plans which 
include commercial recreation, county 
governments administration, and U.S. Navy 
uses. 

In order to coordinate the redevelopment of 
this area and adjoining agency properties. an 
alliance was formed to develop a single, 
comprehensive plan. The North Embarcadero 
Alliance includes the Port District. City of San 
Diego, County of San Diego. Centre Citv 
Development Corporation. and the U.S. Navv. 
The Alliance developed a Visionary Plan in 
1998 to guide the redevelopment of the 
contiguous properties. The specific recom
mendations of the Visionary Plan that pertain 
to Port District land and water areas within the 
Planning District 3 Precise Plan area are 
incorporated into the Master Plan. All other 
recommendations of the Visionary Plan guide 
development within Planning District 3. 

Precise Plan Concept 

The basic concept of the redevelopment of the 
Embarcadero is to create a unified waterfront, 
both visually and physically, which creates an 
overall sense of place. In this concept, the 
Embarcadero becomes a pedestrian spine 
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along which commercial and recreational 
activities are located. In order to emphasize 
the pedestrian oriented waterfront experience, 
through traffic is routed to Pacific Highway, 
and considerable effort is directed toward 
improving the amenities and people spaces of 
the public thoroughfare along Harbor Dri~t~e 
North Harbor Drive. Industrial uses adjacent to 
the airport are renovated and retained as 
important employment centers and as airport 
buffer land use activities. The renovation of 
marine terminal facilities will retain the active 
use of deep draft berthing and continue 
carefully selected functions of a working port. 

· The commercial fishing industry is given a 
major focus at several locations with the 
development of new piers and a mooring 
basin. A major hotel and commercial complex 
with recreational facilities is proposed to 
connect and enhance nearby portions of 
downtown. 

The Embarcadero is intensively used by many 
people. With the mixture of activities going on 
here, it is important to emphasize that several 
activities may occur at the same location, 
depending on a scheduling overlap to 
accommodate all of them. For example, 
Broadway Pier may be used at different times 
for tuna fleet berthing, cruise ship berthing, 
excursion or ferry boat berthing. public 
access. passive recreation, and commercial 
recreation. The redefined Specialized Berthing 
designation applies to this precise plan area 
only, and may include marine-related uses 
such as transient and general berthing of 
small boats. historic ship berthing. ferry or 
excursion boat berthing, and commercial 
fishing boat berthing as the highest priority 
~ The designation carried on the Precise 
Plan indicates the primary use, but secondary 
uses may occur. This is particularly true of 
water areas and of public access which may 
be available at other sites than those 
mentioned. 

,. 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

Revised 12/03/99 

Land and Water Use Allocations 

The Precise Plan allocates a balanced 
distribution of commercial, industrial, public 
recreation and public facility uses in this 4334-
acre planning area. More detailed allocations 
are indicated in the Land and Water Use 
Table, and use areas are graphically 
portrayed on the Plan Map. 

Centre City Embarcadero 
Planning Subareas 

The Planning District has been divided into six 
subareas.,. as An explanation of the Precise 
Plan is CO\'ered in the following text, organized 
to the geographie locations of the subareas 
shown in Figure 12. 

The North Embarcadero Alliance "Visionary 
Plan" area includes all of Subareas 31, 32, 33, 
and part of Subarea 34. The Visionary Plan 
proposes to revitalize San Diego's downtown 
waterfront through a concept for public 
improvements and by guiding development to 
optimize property values, public access 
opportunities and priority waterfront and 
water-dependent uses. The Plan recom
mends a substantial linear esplanade park on 
the urban waterfront with public art. street 
furniture, public spaces. expansive Bay views 
and public parking. The Plan proposes two 
major parks and plazas at the County Building 
and the foot of Broadway, and includes 
recreational piers and associated public 
facilities, harbor excursion landings and water
related commercial uses on Port tidelands. 
General commercial, residential, and 
commuter traffic would utilize an enhanced 
Pacific Highway grand boulevard, while North 
Harbor Drive would serve waterfront public 
access. water-dependent, and Embarcadero 
commercial recreational uses. An extension 
of the downtown San Diego small-block street 
grid across the railroad right-of-way, off Port 
lands, to the Bay would enhance public views 
and pedestrian access opportunities from 
upland areas (See Visionary Plan Figure 3.1 
for illustrative plan of the area). Above-ground 
parking structures which are visible at the 
perimeter of a development should be limited 
to a maximum of six levels of parking or 60 
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feet above grade. (See Visionary Plan- p.79) 
North Harbor Drive, Broadway, Ash Street, 
and Grape Street are envisioned as active 
pedestrian linkages to the Bay from upland 
areas. Building frontage adjacent to these 
streets shall be developed with uses that 
promote pedestrian activity and public 
oriented uses. On other streets, ground-level 
facades shall maximize the sense of contact 
between indoor and outdoor activities. (See 
Visionary Plan- pp. 67,68.) 
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TABLE 10 

CENTRE CITY EMBARCADERO: PLANNING DISTRICT 3 
PRECISE PLAN LAND AND WATER USE ALLOCATION 

LAND WATER 
USE ACRES USE ACRES 

COMMERCIAL ~ ~ 
96.7 34.3 

Commercial Fishing 4.7 Commercial Fishing Berthing ~ 
13.3 

Commercial Recreation ~ Recreational Boat Berthing 21.0 
92.0 

INDUSTRIAL 42.1 ~ 
64.9 

Aviation Related Industrial 22.3 
Marine Related Industrial 12.9 Specialized Berthing ~ 

46.7 
Marine Terminal 6.9 Terminal Berthing 22.e 

18.2 

PUBLIC ~ 4.7 
RECREATION 52.8 

Open Space 0.5 Open Bay/Water 4.7 
Park/Plaza ~ 

45.7 
Promenade 9,0 

6.6 

PUBLIC FACILITIES 44,-g ~ 
46.7 92.2 

Streets 44.,3 Boat Navigation Corridor 4-84 
46.7 29.6 

Boat Anchorage 25.0 
Ship Navigation Corridor ~ 

13.4 
Ship Anchorage 24.8 

24.2 

TOTAL LAND AREA ~ TOTAL WATER AREA -200-:9 
238.3 196.1 

PRECISE PLAN LAND AND WATER ACREAGE TOTAL 

Note: Does not include: 
State Submerged Tidelands 22.6 acres 

Existing Acreage: 
SAN DIEGO CONVENTION CENTER EXPANSION PMPA CCC January 12,1996 
Revised Acreage: 
*South Embarcadero Redevelopment draft PMPA 04/24/96 
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%OF 
TOTAL 

~ ~ 
131.8 30% 

~ ~ 
107.0 25% 

4-&.4 
56.7 

~ 32% 
138.9 

434.4 100% 
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Laurel Street Corridor 

The established aviation related industrial use 
in this subarea, subsequent to renovation and 
beautification of the physical plant, is 
anticipated to continue in operation: however, 
if such use is discontinued, the Visionary Plan 
proposes the extension of vehicle and 
pedestrian access, parking, service . access. 
and view corridors along extens1ons of 
Kalmia, Juniper, and Ivy streets through this 
parcel to North Harbor Driv~. _for th: dur?ti?n 
of the planning period. Bu1ld1ng he1ght hm1ts 
of 60 feet are proposed for this area; however, 
this height limit would be superseded by any 
more-stringent FAA runway approach zone 
restrictions. (See Visionary Plan Figures 4.5, 
4.10, 4.11, and 4.12.) Grape and Hawthorn 
Streets, Pacific Highway and North Harbor 
Drive from Laurel Street to Hawthorn Street 
will be modified to accommodate traffic flow 
and with streetscape improvements to match 
the balance of the streets through Subareas 
31-34. Geometric improvements to direct 
traffic flow from North Harbor Drive to Pacific 
Highway will be made at the Grape Street 
intersections with these roadways. The block 
between Hawthorne, Grape, Pacific Highway 
and Harbor Dri•1e North Harbor Drive (2.3 
acres) will remain in commercial recreation 
use with some landscape improvements or 
possible parking facility development. The 
landscaped triangle at Laurel and Harbor 
Qffite North Harbor Drive is shown on the Plan 
as open space. 

Crescent Zone 

The most important element influencing 
design in the Crescent Zone is the curvilinear 
form of the waterfront. Dramatic panoramic 
views can be realized at either vehicular or 
pedestrian speeds. The Port Master Plan 
capitalizes on this attribute to establish a 
grand pedestrian-oriented esplanade (no less 
than "1 00 feet wide} promenade and major 
entryway into the Centre City district from 
Grape Street to Broadway. The promenade 
connects with the Harbor Drive North Harbor 
Drive bicycle path to provide a continuous 
pedestrian/bicycle path from Navy Estuary to 
Fifth Avenue, a distance of four miles. Pacific 
Highway streetscape improvements would 
continue through this subarea. An esplanade 
at least 25-feet wide, bayward of Harbor 
Drive, will be added from Laurel Street to 
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Grape Street.. Where l=larbor Drive North 
Harbor Drive will be has been narrowed to 
three lanes to restrict reduce through traffic. 
The unused right-of~way will be has been 
developed with landscaped promenades ... 
parks and plazas. Along the water's edge the 
concrete pathway will continue its present use 
as both pedestrian promenade and service 
area for commercial fishing boats tied up 
along the Crescent Zone bulkhead. Four 
public viewing/vista points would be spaced 
along the Crescent shoreline. 

The waterfront between Grape Street and Ash 
Street will be used for Ship Anchorage, Boat 
Navigation Corridor. and Specialized Berthing. 
The three existing piers no longer function or 
are needed as commercial fishing berthing or 
fuel pier; therefore they will be replaced with a 
30,000 square-foot curvilinear pier at Grape 
Street, with a 12,000 square-foot public boat 
dock designated as Park Plaza. The waterside 
termination of this pier · is designated as 
Commercial Recreation to allow possible 
development of a commercial facility. Wave 
attenuation structures would protect the boat 
docks. A 5,000 square-foot parcel with a 
maximum 10,000-square-foot floor area 
designated as Commercial Recreation will 
provide for a major restaurant or other 
commercial recreation use on the esplanade 
at the foot of the Grape Street Pier. 
Development density with a Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) of 3.0 and a building height limit of 12 
feet is prescribed for this area. with the 
exceptions of the proposed commercial 
recreation parcel where a 13-foot high second 
story would be allowed. Building stepbacks 
along the inland side of North Harbor Drive for 
upper stories shall be 25-foot minimum at 50 
feet along the inland side of North Harbor 
Drive and 15-foot on east-west streets. (See 
Visionary Plan Figures 4.4, 4.5 and 4.8) tRe 
fuel docks and Anthony's Resta1:1rant will 
continue to be 1:1sed as a tie up anel net 
mending area for tuna seiners. This aativity is 
enaouraged as part of the working port 
identity. Commercial fflshing .§:Berthing has 
been allocated to the Crescent water interface 
(18.6 acres) as the highest priority use; 
however, this water is also used for transient 
berthing and occasional general berthing for 
small boats. The boat channel area just 
offshore is also used for temporary anchorage 
for small boats,.~ therefore, the designation is 
changed to Specialized Berthing, which 
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includes these uses within this precise plan 
area only. The boat channel area just 
offshore is also used for temporary anchorage 
for small boats. 

Anchorage A-3, Laurel Street Roadstead 
Anchorage, is sheltered from the open sea but 
is located in both the most visible and the 
widest part of northern San Diego Bay. 
Approximately 20.6 acres of water area is 
allocated to accommodate about 50 vessels 
on swing point mooring buoys. Onshore, a 
public rest room, three dinghy floats and 
connecting shore ramps provide for the 
landing needs of the anchorage user. As a 
federally designated anchorage, the 
boundaries are shown on coastal charts and 
identified on site by boundary markers. 
Administration of the anchorage is exercised 
by the Port District, pursuant to local 
ordinance. Thirty to forty percent of the 
moorings are to be set aside for short-term 
use by cruising or transient vessels. Section 
Ill, Water Based Transportation system, 
contains information on the baywide small 
craft anchoring system. 

Civic Zone 

The zone of highest activity is the Civic Zone 
from Ash Street to Broadway. This zone 
reflects its waterfront orientation, with 
operating piers extending into the bay, Navy 
facilities, commercial fishing activity, and 
historic sailing vessels. Its physical 
relationship to Centre City attracts large 
numbers of people and the future 
development of both areas is integrated by the 
Visionary Plan. being carefully integrate£:1 by 
m1::1tual J:llanning. 

Significant redevelopment is recommended 
for the Civic Zone. The landscaped esplanade 
and strootscapo improvements J:lFGmenade 
mentioned in the Crescent Zone will be 
continued along Harbor Drive North Harbor 
Drive and Pacific Highway through the Civic 
Zone. Harbor DriYe North Harbor Drive will be 
restricted to traffio accessiRg the ab~ttiRg 
J:lFOJ:lerties reduced by narrowing to throe tw& 
lanes. Parking areas along the street will be 
interspersed with landscaping, vertical 
elements used to frame and enhance views, 
and lawn areas. (See Visionary Plan Fig. 5.3) 

The esplanade J:lrsmenaees expand§ into 
plazas at Beech and Ash Streets. B Street 
PiorJ. and Broadway Pier. These plazas will be 
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designed to provide open space, sitting and 
strolling areas for tourists and nearby workers, 
and to increase tho sense of destination for 
Embarcadero yVisitors. 

Passive green spaces (parks) are proposed 
between tho plazas on the esplanade, 
providing recreational opportunities and 
places for people to relax. play, and enjoy Bay 
views. The promenade is a continuous 25-
foot-wide paved area adjacent to the water's 
edge. The wharf side remains clear of objects 
or furnishings that would block Bay views. A 
delicate string of lights. a planting area with 
tall palms, and a 1 0-foot-wide bike path border 
the landward side of the promenade (See 
Figure 5.3 of the Visionary Plan). 

The most important element in this zone is the 
conversion of the old Lane Field site and Navy 
Engineering building into a new complex of 
buildings and open spaces. Primary 
consideration is a 600-to-800-room hotel. The 
intent of tho plan is to retain flexibility for 
considering a wide array of development 
options. The concept includes possible 
multiple utilization of activities that could 
provide for commercial recreation; 
international trade, travel and cultural 
complexes; commercial and office space for 
maritime business; support facilities related to 
the Port; and, subject to negotiation with tho 
U.S. Navy, the provision of equal or better 
building space for tho relocation of the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command. The FAR 
for Lane Field parcel is 7.0 and 6.5, while 
building height limits range from 400 feet to 
200 feet sloping toward the Bay. Special 
setback requirements along the Broadway 
side of this parcel range from 55 feet to 65 
feet, widening toward the Bay (See Figure 4.7 
of the Visionary Plan, which also illustrates the 
special radius setback on North Harbor Drive/ 
Broadway SW corner). Stepbacks for upper 
stories are 25-feet minimum at 50-feet 
building height except for the B Street side of 
the parcel and on other east-west streets 
where they are 15 foot. There are no 
stopback reguiremonts along Pacific Highway. 

(See Visionary Plan Figures 4.5, 4.6, 4.7 and 
4.8.) 

• 

• 

• 
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The Visionary Plan proposes public right-of
ways aligned with existing downtown streets 
through development parcels. including Lane 
Field. These right-of-ways include pedestrian 
and vehicle traffic, view corridors, parking and 
service access. The right-of-ways shall be a 
minimum of 80-feet-wide with the character of 
a public street, and would enhance the 
physical and visual access to the Bay. The C 
Street segment through Lane Field may vary 
in alignment with existing street up to 20 feet 
north or south, and it may or may not 
accommodate vehicular circulation. A north
south pedestrian link, if practical, is also 
proposed through this parcel. (See Visionary 
Plan Figures 4.1 0, 4.11, 4.12, and 6.1 ). 

B Street Pier is scheduled for substantial 
redevelopment of the apron wharf and the 
structures on the pier. The south shed will be 
removed or redesigned to create space for 
parking and a promenade. The western end of 
the pier will be converted for specialized 
commercial uses such as a shopping bazaar, 
and foods and services reflecting the maritime 
character of the Embarcadero and which will 
be compatible with occasional cruise ship 
berthing. The Cruise Ship Terminal will be 
expanded and shipping sheds on the north 
siGe both sides of the pier will will continue, 
with both sides of the pier accommodateffig. 
ship berthing. Cruise ships may 'Nill be 
encouraged to tie up at both the B Street and 
Broadway Piers. Ultimately, tThe shopping 
bazaar could be expanded into the terminal 
building north shed and the existing Maritime 
Museum could be provided with land-based 
support area, storage and work area, and 
possibly a living museum of nautical 
craftsmen on the pier; however, loading, off
loading, and storage capabilities for general 
cargo will be retained as needed. 
Alternatively, the Maritime Museum may be 
relocated to another location along the 
Embarcadero, such as the curvilinear pier at 
Grape Street. A FAR of 2.0 applies to the B 
Street and Broadway piers. The bulding 
height limit for the B Street Pier is 50 feet; 
however, an expanded cruise ship terminal, 
now under study, may require (for functional 
reasons) building{s) in excess of 50 feet in 
height. Pursuant to the Port's cruise ship 
terminal study, alternative height restrictions 
and other guidelines affecting B Street Pier 
may be appropriate and acceptable, and they 
should be considered by the Alliance. (See 
Visionary Plan Figs. 4.4, 4.5 and pp. 63, 64.) 
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Broadway Pier will continue to provide 
recreational space on its plaza and viewing 
platform, as well as accommodatinge 
commercial shipping and miscellaneous 
vessel berthing, including day cruisers. 
Improvements to the pier will include paving, 
plantings, lighting, and furniture. The harbor 
excursion and ferry boat water lease north of 
Broadway Pier may wm also remain as part of 
the recreational experience along the 
waterfront or move to another location along 
the Embarcadero. 

Tuna Harbor 

This subarea consists of the Tuna Harbor, the 
harbor formed by its pier, the Harbor Seafood 
Mart, and adjacent areas. 

Tuna Harbor and the shoreline area between 
it and Navy Pier are planned to provide space 
for commercial fishing and commercial 
recreation activities. The plan concept is to 
create a physical and visual linkage along 
Harbor Drive North Harbor Drive by tying 
together Broadway Pier and the Harbor 
Seafood Mart with Tuna Harbor. 

The aircraft carrier Midway is proposed to be 
docked on the south side of the Navy Pier. 
The Terminal Berthing designation would be 
changed to Commercial Recreation and 
Park/Plaza for the proposed 0.8 acre public 
viewing area with a designated vista point on 
the bow deck of the ship. The Commercial 
Fishing Berthing designations in this water 
area would be replaced with Specialized 
Berthing to accommodate multiple uses. 
Landscaping and streetscape improvements 
on North Harbor Drive would continue through 
this area. 

Mitigation for the loss of 4.1 acres of open 
water habitat resulting from the placement of 
the aircraft carrier Midway and its mooring 
platform structures would be provided by an 
expansion of an existing degraded marsh, 
known as Lovett Marsh, east of south 
San Diego Bay in the City of National City, 
resulting in the creation of approximately 9.2 
acres of new coastal salt marsh. 

A small waterfront plaza, fishing technology 
displays, restaurants, marine related office 
and retail space is planned on the periphery of 
the mole. Tourist traffic on the public areas will 
be encouraged, consistent with safety.:.;--aAQ 
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iRe The Embarcadero pedestrian path loops 
through the area. 

A substantial portion of Tuna Harbor is 
soheduled to be devoted to commercial fishing 
use. It is anticipated that offices for the tuna 
and fresh fish fleet will locate here, as well as 
ancillary uses such as small seafood 
processors, fish markets, marine instrument 
and equipment sales, fishing and ocean 
technology displays, and automobile parking. 
The northern side of the mole has been 
renovated by stabilizing the existing concrete 
slab wall with rock revetment. The south face 
of the mole has been renovated with rock 
revetment for shore protection. Floating docks 
will provide 50- and 60-foot berths for 
commercial fishing boats. Low level lighting is 
provided for the berths. Landside support 
services, auto parking, and truck access are 
included. Approximately 100 commercial 
fishing berths are provided alongside the 
floating docks. 

To shelter Tuna Harbor from the south, a 
concrete breakwater pier approximately 400 
feet long has been built from the land lying 
between the Harbor Seafood Mart and 
Seaport Village. It provides additional berthing 
for tuna seiners and large market fishing 
boats, and allows public access to the water, 
and accommodates water taxi service. 

Retain the existing 20,000 square-foot 
building area to continue the existing fish 
processing and sales company in its existing 
location and maintain the existing fish 
unloading dock. A maritime theme retail 
complex of 80,000 to 130,000 square feet will 
be developed at the Harbor Seafood Mart site. 
The existing open space plaza will be retained 
as a pleasant rest area and viewing place 
along the Embarcadero promenade for event 
gatherings and public activities. 

Marina Zone 

The Marina Zone, located along Harbor Drive 
from Market Street to Fifth Avenue, is planned 
to be intensively developed as a major public 
and commercial recreational complex. Major 
projects, including the 22-acre Embarcadero 
Marina Park; the restaurant and specialty 
retail center of Seaport Village; a regional 
convention center, and convention hotels and 
marina, have started the transformation of this 
waterfront area into an attractive commercial 
and recreational resource. The plan concept 
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calls for an expansion of the regional 
convention center, partially depressing a new 
parking lot entrance from Harbor Drive, 
appropriate parking structures, and the 
redevelopment of the vacated police station 
site for entertainment and specialty retail 
shopping. Marina Zone projects will provide 
the southerly anchor for the Embarcadero 
development and the six-mile long promenade 
that extends north to Spanish Landing Park 
along the waterfront. Pedestrian linkages from 
the upland areas will provide access to this 
lively activity center for residents and visitors 
alike. 

The plan env1s1ons creation of the 
approximately 4.1 acre Central Park, between 
California Street and Kettner Blvd., Harbor 
Drive and North Embarcadero Park, as the 
first phase of redevelopment the Seaport 
Village project, to provide open space, family
oriented recreation, and supporting facilities 
consistent with the Public Access and 
Recreation land use designation. The existing 
Harbor House Restaurant will be allowed to 
remain at the edge of the park until its lease 
expires in 2018, or an economically feasible 
alternative location within Subarea 35 
becomes available. A specialty retail and 
entertainment complex of 45,000 to 70,000 
square feet on the old police station site and 
public and commercial parking in an 
underground facility. The complex may 
include performing arts/movie theater, 
restaurant, lounge, cabaret dining, food court, 
retail, and associated storage, food 
preparation and management office space 
with a general height of structures not to 
exceed two stories with some exterior 
architectural elements not exceeding 40 feet. 
Certain buildings specifically identified in the 
site expansion plan (April 13, 1998) may 
extend up to 65 feet. The extensive 
pedestrian and bicyclist access to and along 
the shoreline provided by the existing Seaport 
Village will be extended along the access and 
visual corridors of Pacific Highway, California 
Street, realigned Kettner Boulevard, Pier 
Walk, Central Park and other public 
accessways, as shown in the South 
Embarcadero Public Access Program (April, 
1998), which is included in this plan by 
reference. 

The regional convention center is supported 
by major hotel complexes; a convention hotel 
that contains twin 25-story towers 
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accommodating 1400 hotel rooms and a 450- the District's "Public Access Program" 
slip marina; and an existing hotel of 875 (November, 1 995) and the "South 
rooms. Ancillary uses in this area include Embarcadero Public Access Program" (April, 
banquet, meeting, restaurant, hotel guest- 1998), which are incorporated into the plan by 
oriented retail space, court game areas, and reference. 
automobile parking. 

A proposed 750 - 810-room second hotel 
tower, with a minimum 1 00-foot set back from 
Harbor Drive, and a maximum height of 62 
feet for the lobby galleria/ballroom structure 
connecting the second tower to the existing 
tower, including meeting space, 34,000 
square feet of exhibit space, 30,000 square 
feet of ballroom space, a minimum 35,000 
square-foot public plaza-park at the 
intersection of Harbor Drive and Kettner 
Boulevard shall be developed. The public 
sidewalk along Harbor Drive and the Marina 
Walk public access, view corridor, and public 
plaza shall be developed and maintained, and 
that part of the existing restaurant located in 
Marina Walk shall be redesigned, relocated or 
elevated to achieve its public purposes. 

Between the existing Marriott and Hyatt 
Hotels, an access way is proposed consistent 
with the Public Access Program. Bayward of 
the hotels, a continuous pedestrian 
promenade links the two Embarcadero Marina 
Park peninsulas and assures public access 
along the shoreline. Pedestrian linkage to the 
uplands is proposed around and over the 
expanded convention center. An existing 
accessway between the Marriott Hotel and the 
convention center will be improved to provide 
functional, safe, and environmentally 
educational passage to the waterfront, as 
provided in the Public Access Program. The 
convention center expansion includes another 
public accessway with a minimum width of 20 
feet over the convention center connecting 
Harbor Drive and the Embarcadero 
Promenade. An elevated walkway on the 
Convention Center's observation deck level 
will parallel Convention Way. At the 
intersection of Eighth Avenue and Harbor 
Drive, the promenade connects with the 
adjacent Gas!amp Quarter pedestrian and 
trolley facilities. The public accessway 
extends from the south end of the convention 
center expansion and along both sides of 
Eighth Avenue. The District, in conjunction 
with the City of San Diego, will implement a 
public access program of signage, pavement 
markings, amenities and public information to 
inform and invite the public to and along the 
Embarcadero, as is more specifically shown in 
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Seaport Village, a 100,000 square-foot 
specialty retail and restaurant complex, was 
constructed in 1979. An expanded specialty 
retail center is proposed on the former City 
police headquarters site. This project includes 
the relocation of Pacific Highway and Harbor 
Drive, as well as the vacation of a five-foot 
strip along Kettner Boulevard. These street 
modifications are in accord with street right-of
way abandonment and dedication agreements 
between the City of San Diego and the Port 
District. The vacated street area is 
redeveloped in compliance with the adjacent 
land use designation which is commercial 
recreation. Additional automobile parking for 
specialty retail and hotel uses is planned in 
structures in the vicinity of Kettner Boulevard 
and Harbor Drive. 

New commercial development in the Marina 
Zone shall participate in the implementation of 
the Parking Management and Monitoring Plan 
to achieve maximum feasible reduction in 
automotive traffic, facilitate the extension and 
utilization of mass transit to serve the Marina 
Zone, provide and support means of non
automobile circulation to employees . and 
guests, provide maximum feasible on-site or 
proximate parking facilities on Port lands, and 
participate in the tiered, legally available, off
site parking program to address peak 
individual and cumulative demand, which shall 
be monitored and reported annually to the 
Port and California Coastal Commission for 
the economic life of the development 
An 11-acre site, fronting onto Harbor Drive 
and Fifth Avenue, has been developed into a 
regional convention center. Floor area is 
allocated for display and exhibit area, meeting 
rooms, and support space, such as lobbies, 
storage, food service, and parking. The plan 
concept proposes an extension of the 
convention center into a 13-acre site 
connected to the south end of the center and 
occupying the area bounded by Harbor Drive, 
Eighth Avenue, and Convention Way. The 
USO is to be relocated. Fifth Avenue, an 
undedicated street, was closed as part of the 
development of the original center .. Harbor 
Drive is proposed to be partially depressed to 
provide an alternate access to an existing 
underground parking lot system and to 
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enhance the urban design character at the 
convention center. The expansion will add 
approximately one million gross feet of floor 
area to the convention center. The convention 
center operator will be required to implement 
the Parking Management Plan and Monitoring 
Program (November, 1995, which is 
incorporated by reference into the master 
plan) to meet the needs of the convention 
center visitors and support functions, as well 
as the public seeking access to the 
Embarcadero Marina Park South. 

Bayfront Industries 

South of the Fifth Avenue extension is an area 
currently leased by Campbell Industries for 
shipbuilding and repair. The Master Plan calls 
for its continuance. A parcel on the south side 
of the park entry road is reserved for marine 
contractors. Bayside improvements to this 
area include remedial dredging to the depth of 
minus 20 feet MLLW, the installation of a 400-
foot-long concrete deck finger pier or apron 

. wharf, and the placement of about 550 linear 
feet of rock revetment to stabilize the shore 
and prevent shoaling in the basin. 
Development controls will be enforced over 
both of these projects to ensure compatibility 
with hotel and park uses. Landscaped buffers 
and employee parking will be used at the 
interface between hotels and industries. 

Preservation and renovation efforts, including 
possible relocation, are currently underway for 
the dilapidated structure formerly occupied by 
the San Diego Rowing Club. If these efforts 
are not imminently successful, portions of the 
structure may be salvaged and the rest 
demolished. 
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• TABLE 11: Project List APPEALABLE J- FISCAL 

CENTRE CITY/EMBARCADERO: PLANNING DISTRICT 3 DEVELOPER J-
YEAR 

SUBAREA!-

1. I~IDUSTRII\L SITE RENOVATION: Reno•rato structures; landsoapo 6.:1- T N 1993 04 

2:.1.,. NORTH HARBOR DRIVE,~ GRAPE TO BROADWAY: Reduce traffic lanes; install 33 p u.y 1006 07 
landscaping. irrigation; develop promena8e, bike path 2000-04 

3. HOTEL COMPLEX, B sn;;EET: Remove incompatible buildings; construct hotel, J3 + ¥ 1094 95 
restaurant, oo#ee shop 

4. LAr>JE FIELD COMPLEX: Demolish e*istin§ buildin§s; oonstruct faeilities and open spaees; J3 T N 1903 94 
landseape 

5. 8 STREET PIER: Modif'j elEistin§ superstruchlre to accommodate cruise sl=lip 13ertl=ling anel J3 p. w 1002 0:3 
clearance activity; proviele for sl=leps, foeel, serviee, lighting anel peelestrian amenities; 
reeonstruet apron wharf 

@. TU~JA HARBOR: Reno•a'ate j:)OFking; construct marine dis13iays anel maritime plaza J4 p. ¥ 1995 os 

7.~ SPECIALTY RETAIUENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX: Renovate or reconstruct buildings; 34,35 T y 1999-
landscape Improvements; parking; ancillary structures, including parking structure; 2001 
pedestrian access routes to the bay 

3. ~ CONVENTION CENTER PHASE II: Construct regional center; infrastructure, not 35 T N 1999-
including groundwater treatment, and landscape improvements; Parking Management Plan 2001 

• and Monitoring Program; public access program, construct public plaza 

0. ~ HARBOR DRIVE: Convention Center; Subgrade alignment 35 T N 1999-
2001 

4-G. 5. HARBOR DRIVE AND EIGHTH AVENUE INTERSECTION: Construct intersection for 35 p N 1999-
cross traffic and turning movements 2001 

++. §.; STORM DRAIN AND SEWER LINE: Relocation and new construction 36 T N 1999-
2001 

-+2:. L. PUBLIC ACCESS: Pedestrian access improvements to waterfront and promenade 35 T N 2000-02 

4-a. 8. HOTEL TOWER: Construct hotel tower, lobby and galleria; pedestrian access to the 35 T y 1999-
waterfront walkway; remove Market Place and construct new cul-de-sac driveway 2000 

44. 9. PARK: Remove old City Police Station, construct park including landscape 35 p y 1999-
improvements, artwork and pedestrian plazas 2000 

4&.1Q. WIDEN NORTH HARBOR DRIVE to 41anes between Broadway and Pacific Highway. 34 T y 1999-
2000 

11. LANE FIELD DEVELOPMENT: 600-to-800-room hotel, office building, retail, and parking 33 I y 2001-05 

12. NORTH EMBARCADERO REDEVELOPMENT: {a}Visionaty Plan public improvements, 31-34 !: Y* 2001-05 
{b} esplanade. (c) street improvements, {d) vista QOints. (e) Grace Street piers replacement and 
restaurant, (D park and plaza areas, {g) Broadway Pier infrastructure improvements, (h) Band 
C Street linkages between Pacific Highway and North Harbor Drive. 

13. USS MIDWAY: Aircraft Carrier Museum located on the south side of Na~ Pier 11A 34 I t! 2000-02 

• 14. PASSENGER TERMINAL AT B STREET PIER: Cruise Ship Terminal Modernization 33 .!: t! 2001-05 

P- Port District N- No *'Vista Points" and Broadwal!: Pier infrastructure imQrovements 
T- Tenant Y- Yes are non-a(mealable Qrojects. 
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TABLE 4 • PORT MASTER PLAN 
LAND AND WATER USE ALLOCATION SUMMARY 

LAND WATER TOTAL %OF 

USE ACRES USE ACRES ACRES TOTAL 

COMMERCIAL 3&3...3 444:0 +i+-.3 ~ 
353.2 383.0 737.0 14% 

Marine Sales and Services 26.2 Marine Services Berthing 23.1 
Airport Related Commercial 38.0 
Commercial Fishing 7.6 Commercial Fishing Berthing W:-Q 

19.0 
Commercial Recreation ~ Recreational Boat Berthing 330.6 

277.7 
Sportfishing 3.7 Sportfishing Berthing 10.3 

INDUSTRIAL 1165.3 4&3.-3 ~ 26% 
220.1 1385.4 

Aviation Related Industrial 152.9 
Industrial Business Park 113.7 
Marine Related Industrial 332.8 Specialized Berthing +4+,.7. 

172.9 
Marine Terminal 149.6 Terminal Berthing au 

47.2 
International Airport 416.3 

PUBLIC 264.0 278.1 ~ 10% 

RECREATION 267.5 544.8 • Open Space 19.1 
Park/Plaza ~ Open Bay/Water 278.1 

137.8 
Golf Course 98.2 
Promenade -14.,.3 

12.4 

CONSERVATION 394.7 1053.6 1448.3 27% 
Wetlands 304.9 Estuary 1053.6 
Habitat Replacement 89.8 

PUBLIC FACILITIES ~ ~ ~ 12% 
225.6 392.3 617.9 

Harbor Services 4.9 Harbor Services 10.5 
City Pump Station 0.4 Boat Navigation Corridor ~ 

283.4 
Boat Anchorage 25.0 

Fire Station 0.4 Ship Navigation Corridor ~ 
49.2 

Streets ~ Ship Anchorage au 
219.9 24.2 

MILITARY 25.9 125.6 151.5 3% 

Navy Fleet School 25.9 Navy Small Craft Berthing 6.2 
Navy Ship Berthing 119.4 

AREA UNDER STUDY 402.8 402.8 ~ 
8% 

TOTAL LAND AREA 242M TOTAL WATER AREA 23i0.3 • 2432.2 2855.5 

MASTER PLAN LAND AND WATER ACREAGE TOTAL 5287.7 100% 
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This Public Access Program is a 
supplemental document to the Port Master 
Plan Amendment for the North 
Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan. The 
Program identifies the existing . and 
proposed geographic areas proposed for 
accommodating maximum and direct public 
physical access to the shoreline and 
observation deck of the USS Midway 
Aircraft Carrier Museum. This Public 
Access Program is a segment of a larger, 
comprehensive system of public access for 
District lands on San Diego Bay. The 
accessways established in the Program are 
consistent with public safety needs and 
guidelines of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA). Access provisions have been 
coordinated with the carrying capacity of 
coastal resources and public improvements 
to avoid overuse and overcrowding, while 
providing adequate public access and public 
parking. 

The foundation of the access program on 
the deck of the proposed USS Midway 
Aircraft Carrier Museum area begins with 
the identification of the nearest public road 
to the shoreline, Harbor Drive. This street 
provides vehicular and pedestrian access to 
the shoreline and the Navy Pier. The 
existing promenade will link to the deck of 
the USS Midway that will provide scenic 
vantage points for viewing the coastline and 
maritime activities on San Diego Bay. The 
use of these accessways will be promoted 
and enhanced by the conspicuous posting 
of coastal (Bay) access signs as well as 
informational and locational signs; 
placement of seats, benches, trash 
receptacles, and other pedestrian access 
amenities; and the distribution of visitor 
brochures and media information services, 
consistent with the North Embarcadero 
Alliance Visionary Plan. 

The conversion of the Navy Pier to a 
memorial Park as envisioned by the USS 
Midway Museum is consistent with the 
planning goals contained in the Visionary 
Plan as adopted by the North Embarcadero 
Alliance. 

The Embarcadero Promenade 

Harbor Drive is linked, for public access 
purposes, by a 25-foot-wide pedestrian and 
bicycle access easement developed and 
used by the public as a shoreline 
promenade. This promenade maintains its 
shoreside location for six miles from the 
Convention Center to Spanish Landing 
Park. Ultimately, the promenade terminates 
along the shoreline of Shelter Island. The 
entire route is accessible under the 
provisions of the ADA. It is lighted for 
evening use. The promenade would be 
linked to the deck of the USS Midway by a 
20-foot wide pedestrian path running along 
the south side of the Navy Pier. The deck 
of the USS Midway would be open and 
available at no charge to the public at all 
times while the museum is open for 
business. The hours of operation are 
expected to be 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. seven 
days a week. However, the public viewing 
deck will be open to the public during all 
regular and expanded hours of business for 
the Midway Museum. 

The entire route will be accessible under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The 
USS Midway project would provide 900 
linear feet of additional public access 
pathways on the deck and 690 additional 
linear feet of public access pathways on the 
Navy Pier. Three designated vista points 
and 0.8 acres of public plaza area would be 
provided on the bow of the ship. Under the 
program, coastal access signs will be 
installed. Lighting is provided by street 
lights and ambient lighting. New lights and 
street furniture will be installed with the 
North Embarcadero esplanade 
improvements. This route on the Navy Pier 
and deck of the Midway will be maintained 
by the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum. 

Linkage to Public Transit 

Links to public transit also form an important 
element in encouraging people to use the 
coastal access routes. The San Diego 
Trolley runs along railroad tracks just north 
of Harbor Drive. The Seaport Village trolley 
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station is located at Harbor Drive and 
Pacific Highway. Public transit buses run 
along Harbor Drive as well as the Old Town 
trolley, pedicabs, and horse-drawn 
carriages. 

On the Embarcadero Promenade, 
pedestrians have several recreational 
options. One is to stroll along the deck of 
the USS Midway, enjoying views of the 
sailboats in the marina, activities on the G 
Street Mole, and the Bay. Another is to 
walk to the north or south end of the 
waterfront promenade and enter either the 
north or south arms of Marina Park. Here 
are landscaped picnic areas, basketball 
courts, a public fishing pier, and wide lawn 
areas. At the south end is Seaport Village, 
a popular specialty shopping area. 

Based on the kinds of uses arrayed along 
the Embarcadero Promenade, it is 
estimated that coastal access path users 
would be composed of residents of nearby 
downtown housing, conventioneers, 
patrons, downtown workers, tourists and 
employees of the hotels, restaurants and 
marina along the walk. 

Coastal Access Signs 

The Standard "Coastal (Bay) Access" signs 
used in San Diego will be installed in clear 
view at the entrance to the Navy Pier, 
visible from both directions on the 
promenade. 

BAY ACCESS 

c=> 
Dimensions= 14" x 18' 

Public Access to USS Midway Viewing Deck 
FREE TO PUBLIC during all hours of 
Business, Open Seven Days a Week 

Guide Displays 

The Port District has erected a number of 
"You Are Here" displays and interpretive 
signs around the Bay, to help visitors 
identify their location and obtain directions 
to desired destinations. The coastal access 
routes will be added to the displays in 
appropriate locations, consistent with the 
North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan. 

Compliance with Coastal Act Policies 

This Public Access Program supplements 
the Port Master Plan Amendment for the 
North Embarcadero Plan, in which it is 
included by reference. The Amendment is 
governed by the California Coastal Act, 
Chapter 8, Ports, which provides that all 
port-related development, such as the 
Convention Center Expansion, shall be 
located, designed, and constructed so as to 
provide for other beneficial uses consistent 
with the public trust, including recreational 
uses, to the extent feasible. (Section 
30708(d).) The proposed Amendment is 
consistent with that Section because it 
implements the Coastal Act public access 
standards and objectives. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Port of San Diego 

North Embarcadero 
Parking Monitoring and 
Management Program 

The parking analysis presented in this document assesses the adequacy of parking 
proposed in the North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan (Visionary Plan) area 
within the jurisdiction of the San Diego Unified Port District and describes actions 
to ensure that sufficient parking is available in the future. 

This Parking Monitoring and Management Program is based on the Parking Analysis 
of the Master EIR for the proposed North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan, 
certified by the Board of Port Commissioners on April 25, 2000. The Parking 
Management Plans described herein will be implemented in accordance with the 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

PARKING MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Separate Parking Management Plans are required prior to issuance of Coastal 
Development Permits to accommodate weekday and weekend day deficits. This is 
because the supply of parking is much greater on weekend days due to the 
assumed availability of private office-related lots, i.e., County Administration Center 
(CAC) North Lot and Lane Field. Both Parking Management Plans assume 1,100 
parking spaces would be provided on the streets within the study area. The 
following Parking Management Plans achieve a balance between the demand of 
parking and supply availability in the study area. Projects that provide adequate 
off-street parking for their own use would not be required to participate in the 
Parking Management Program. 

Projects in the Visionary Plan area will be phased over several years. An annual 
monitoring program tied to actual parking utilization will begin after completion of 
the first project under the Visionary Plan. Additional parking construction will begin 
when utilization thresholds exceed 90% capacity . 

Exhibit#4 
PMPA#27 
Parking Program 
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and Management Program. 

The following Parking Management Plan would mitigate the anticipated parking 
shortfall: · 

1. Weekday Parking Management Plan: 

+ In Parking Area 2, build a 50-space surface lot or provide 50 spaces 
dedicated for public use in the CAC Parking Lots. Designate 10 spaces 
for carpool/vanpool employee use only, with the balance designated for 
public use only with longer than 3-hour parking allowed. 

+ In Parking Area 3, build a 1 50-space surface Jot or provide 150 spaces 
dedicated for public use at Lane Field or in a future parking structure at 
Lane Field or 1220 Pacific Highway. Designate 20 spaces for 
carpool/vanpool employee use only, with the balance designated for 
public use only with longer than 3-hour parking allowed. 

+ Dedicate 92 spaces in an existing parking location south of Broadway 
(Parking Area 4) available for public use. 

+ Promote subsidized transit pass for employees of study area businesses. 

• 

+ Provide information to downtown hotel guests regarding the location of • 
the North Embarcadero area and the availability of transit usage. 

+ Plan for shuttle stops at two locations on Harbor Drive within the Plan 
area, such as at Ash Street and at Broadway. 

+ Promote pedi-cab use and provide areas for pick-up and drop-off. 

+ Provide bicycle racks and lockers within the study area. 

+ Provide trailblazing (i.e., signs showing directions to the North 
Embarcadero area from downtown and transit locations), directions on 
local kiosks, and transit/shuttle stops. 

2. Weekend Parking Management Plan: 

+ Same as Weekday Parking Management Plan with the addition of: 

Make available 300 spaces within the Lane Field office parking structure 
to be used by the public and/or employees of waterfront uses on 
weekday evenings and weekend days. 

The individual weekday and weekend day parking demand and supply mitigation 
requirements are shown in Table A. Since there is a calculated parking surplus in 
Area 4 (222 spaces), a portion of this Area 4 surplus (the northern spaces} could 
be used to mitigate the calculated deficit in Area 3. This is because the parking • 
demand within Area 3 is in the southern portion and part of the available Area 4 
supply is in the northern portion of Area 4. Since a portion of the Area 4 surplus is 
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and Management Program 

located far south within Area 4, the entire Area 4 surplus can be utilized to mitigate 
Area 3 deficits. The 242-parking-space Area 3 deficit will be mitigated by 
providing 1 50 additional off-street public spaces and "borrowing" 92 surplus 
spaces from Area 4, as outlined in Table A. 

Area 2 shows a calculated 5-space deficit. This deficit should not be mitigated by 
borrowing from Area 1, since a large portion of the Area 1 surplus is located in the 
northern section of Area 1. Furthermore, an off-street weekday public parking area 
will be needed in Area 2 such that not .§!1 parking within the project area is 
metered, on-street short-term (2-3 hours) parking. For these reasons, the Area 2 
deficit will be mitigated by providing 50 additional off-street public spaces within 
Area 2, as outlined in Table A. 

CONCLUSION 

The North Embarcadero parking supply and demand was analyzed under existing 
and future conditions. The existing parking conditions were determined to be 
adequate. The future weekday peak parking condition (between 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m.) was calculated to be adequate for the overall North Embarcadero area; 
however, when analyzed by smaller areas, there were deficits in Areas 2 and 3. 
The future weekday parking condition after 5 p.m. or a weekend day was 
calculated to have a deficit of 276 parking spaces for the overall North 
Embarcadero area. These deficits will be eliminated through the implementation of 
a Parking Management Plan, which includes providing additional supply. 

Weekday and weekend day parking management plans were developed specifically 
for the North Embarcadero area. The parking management plans incorporated the 
guiding principles and strategies both of reducing the parking demand and 
increasing the parking supply to achieve a balance between the supply and demand 
of parking availability in the study area. 

An annual monitoring program tied to actual parking utilization will be implemented 
such that planning for additional construction begins when certain utilization 
thresholds are met . 

Plng\NoEmbarcadero\Parking-Mgmt-Prgrm.doc 
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TABLE A 
FUTURE PARKING DEMAND WITH MITIGATION 

Parking Supply and Demand 

Area2 

Mitigation of building 50 Space Parking Lot or providing 
50 dedicated Public Spaces in CAC Parking Lot or future 
CAC Parking Structure. 

within Area 2 

Mitigation of using Lane Field Office Parking (Weekend 

Mitigation of building 150 Space Parking Lot or providing 
150 dedicated Public Spaces at Lane Field or in future 
p,.,.,~r; .. .,., Structure on Lane Field. 

50 

45 

150 

• 
Weekday after 5PM 
ora Weekend 

50 

9 

• 



• 

• I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

• 

PROJECT LOCA~ONS 
G) - Esplanade 
® - Uarltlme Museum 

@ - Harbor Excursions 
@- Cruise Ship Terminal 

Complex 

RE.V. 10/14/99 
898PARK.OWG 

.• "" ...... · •· .: ........ • ••.••.•••••...• • ...... ·. .... t::z=::!::!"!!!~~~ .............. ' ........ ' . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
NOTE: ._ •c• Street may also be extended 

bv-twwn t~ort.'i Harw0r Orivv and 
Pacific Highway. 

In 

DATE sr 

CEDM sr 

BEECH sr 

ASH sr 

Asr 

esr 

csr 

BRON1NAY 

Esr 

Fsr 

Gsr 

WNI<ET' 
sr 

? 
NO SCALE I 

Figure 1 
STUDY AREA AND PROJECT LOCATIONS 



' . 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

~~ 
Norlh 

Scale in Feet 

SOURCE: Sasaki Associates. 1999. 

• 

- ... - ... - .. - .. ... 

--- "" ..... 

., ... 

County Terrace------------

Pacific HighwaY---------::::oo:---H+ 
Grand Boulevard 

3-5 

11102199 

Exhibit#S 
PMPA#27 
Concept Plan 



' ' 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

N 
()1 
0 

PROPOSED LOCATION 
OF THE MIDWAY SAN DIEGO 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER MUSEUM 

SOURCE: Triton Enaineers. Inc. 

989 ft. 

PIER 11A 

---
USS MIDWAY 

TUNA HARBOR PARK 

\ 

North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan MEIR 

The Midway Location Map 

IE; ,. 

I~ r
'A: 

I~ 
,o 

12 
,fTl 

I 

z 
0 
:;o 
-; 
I 

I 
:J> 
:;o 
OJ 
0 
;:o 
0 
:;o 
< m 

G STREET 

( 

~ 
North 

NOT TO SCALE 
815199 

FIGURE 

3.3-5 
•~S=RG=CO=NS=UL=T~=G,=IN=C.~ ~============================================~ ~========~ 

Exhibit #6 
PMPA#27 
Midway Location 



• 

• 

• 



<f ....... 
(!) 

L. 
Q) 

a: 

_!:arkin_g _Calculations 
Standard: 142 
Handicapped: 8 
Compact: 213 

Total: 363 

Line of Mole Parking Gate 

Leg~_nd -----
S=Secutiry 

Old Town Trolley 
(2 spaces required) 

Taxi/Car Drop 

a= ""0 ~ T:Tic~~t Booth *Museum Store area= 3495 S.F. 
(optimal size) 

0 
L---· 

130 

@ 

r·-·-·-, 
i i L _____ _j 

c:::::J 

c:==:::J 

~~ 
North 

260 
~----

~- .L 'n Feet Q: a= S. SOURCE: Hinkel, Whitaker Architects, 9/1/99. F-Faclhty Support 

~~§: ~~~~ Ebd · 
'< 'llo ...,. I I m area aro Alhanca Plan MEIR ~ ~ ~ I I FIGURE ' 

Midway and Parking Lot Layout 3.3-6 
~ er BRG CONSULTING.IIlC. 

ac:l 



• 

• 

• 



LEGEND 

1 San Diego International 
Airport 

2 Solar Turbines 

3 Grape Street Piers 

4 County Administration Building 

5 Maritime Museum 

6 Anthony's Fish Grotto 

7 Holiday Inn 

8 B Street Pier 

9 Broadway Pier 

10 Pier 11A 

11 Lane Field 

12 U.S. Navy 

13 Santa Fe Depot 

14 G Street Mole 

cw 
North 

NO SCALE 

SOURCE: BRG Consulting, Inc., 1999. 
BASE PHOTO: Aerial Fotobank, Inc., 1/4/99. 

North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan MEIR 

Existing Surrounding Land Uses 
SRG CONSUl. TlNG. lNC. 

FIGURE 

4.3-2 

Exhibit #8 
PMPA#27 
Existing Land Use~ 



' ' 

• 

• 

• 



/' 

\ Visionary Plan 
Area 

/ 

0 

./' 

® 
North 
1000 

SCALE IN FEET 

2000 
iiiiiil 

Wat., 

~"\': C~ 19t~W>,) ~'-'-~ Commo<ciol flohlr>9 Borlhing 

i Fool lloc~ 
zo;m;;;~n.o..-Joo :;::.;:·:~-: flociNlk:Jt\ 8o&t Sortl\lng 

>r 
_________ ....... J!Ul!!S.IfW.. _____ _ 

- ~o~ .. JooTwmiNI 
1111111 "'"'""' ll>lo!od 
•. • • • ~ ~ Avlltloo 1\a.taCW 

_ .. __..--------~. 

Tl!ttTdnal ~thing 

Spoc:lailnd lhuthlng 

____ ..JP"-!""'I!ll~!!Q!t----= Park.Phua 
-- Praffll'JI'UIId. 

- Op~SP6CAo 

J... Ptblle Ac~;•n 

f- Via:ta Anu 

.; thloric: futtu 

~ Opon e.,. 

.4 Publlc f\tthlng Pl.w 

-----·-··--·--·-....£Wl!.lU'AQh..I!Jll ______ _ 
tft Comfort Station !:il Boat thrvSgnUon Couldot 

· . ! 1 Ship Unlg•ti(.m Cooldoi' 
ShipAnc:~e 

tA Cuttoms 

.I, A11chor~t bndii'IQI : :; :: 8o•1 AnCh«;a.g& 

fl ferry L~r~dlng 

----~--~..-_______ _ 

10th A~ Mlloflne T«n*>&t 

C-Mahll :Zcw~:• BoundAry 
~un I~ Tldo lira 
US """tw..dlln• 
us &ulkh-11-.d u .... 
Comblood US Mt<t..lOd/I!<Jikt.o64 lloo 
t ..... lit~ 
Sl•t• Lar'(.h L•n•d h) Pod Olatrtet 

·~ 
SOURCE: Port Master Plan. October 1998. \ ·· 

\ 
616/99 

trj~trj 
~ ~ ~ ....... ~ t:r' 
Cl:l ~ ....... 
f:t.'"h...Q" 
t:S~~""""~ 

(JQ ::tt: ::tt: 
1-d~\0 

·~·~·m· 
BRG CONSULTING, INC. 

North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan MEIR 

Centre City Embarcadero Precise Plan 
(Planning District 3) 

FIGURE 

4.3-3: 



• T 

• 

• 

• 



• 
L 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

• 

• 

Photograph Guide 

Red balloons represent the height of the flight deck of the Midway 

Looking West directly across from the proposed Midway location 

Looking Southwest from Harbor Drive towards the proposed Midway location. 

Looking Northwest towards site from Harbor Drive between G Street Moleffuna 
Harbor Park and Navy Pier. 

Looking Northwest from sidewalk between G Street Moleffuna Harbor Park and 
Navy Pier 

Looking Northwest towards project site from eastern edge of Tuna Harbor Park 

Looking North from memorial at Tuna Harbor Park 

Looking Southwest from Harbor Drive towards existing Navy buildings on Navy 
Pier 

Exhibit #10 
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North Embarcadero Redevelopment 
Photographs of Midway Site 
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-STATE OF CALIFORNIA- THE RESOURCES AGENCY . GRAY DAVIS. Governor 

CAL!PORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
SAN DIEGO AREA 
7575 MEmOPOUTAN DRIVE. SUITE 103 
SAN DIEGO. CA 92108-4402 

• 767·2370 

• 

Dan Wilkens 
Senior Director, Strategic Planning Services 
P.O. Box488 
San Diego, CA. 92112 

Re: U.S.S Midway Public Access Program 

Dear Mr. Wilkens: 

December 8, 2000 

In reviewing the draft U.S.S Midway Public Access Program, staff of the California 
Coastal Commission would recommend two additional changes. 

1. The paragraph that discusses the long range goal for the Navy Pier, that is the 
third paragraph of the text, should be supplemented to include language that 
states: 

"Further, it is the goal of the members of the North Embarcadero 
Alliance that prior to or concurrent with the redevelopment of the 
Navy's Broadway Complex, the Navy Pier shall be converted to a 
War Memorial Park open to the public." 

2. The exhibit showing the "Midway Museum: Public Access Plan for the Carrier 
Deck" should be modified to indicate the public access walkway from Harbor 
Drive that serves the Museum and Public Plaza area extends to the bayward 
limit of the Navy Pier. 

We appreciate your cooperation, and hope these comments will be incorporated into the 
Public Access Program. 

Port Master Plan Amendment 

Sincerely, 

c/Zu_J_c;A-mftrv 
Chuck Damm 
Senior Deputy Director 

Exhibit#ll 
PMPA#27 
Correspondence from 
Commission Staff to Port District 
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PoRT OF SAN DIEGO 
Operator of Marine Terminals and San Diego International Airport 

BOARD OF PORT COMMISSIONERS 

December 15, 2000 

Mr. Chuck Damm 
Senior Deputy Director 
California Coastal Commission 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

Chaim1an of the Board 

SUBJECT: U.S.S. Midway Public Access Program 

Dear Mr. Damm: 

DEC 1 8 2000 

C/~UFOR~<!r\ 
COASTAL C':)/'·1\iv·,;~~s;.:_~;~·--; 

SAN DIEGO CO,t..ST i)!ST::<.ICT 

Thank you for your letter of December 8, 2000 concerning the U.S.S. Midway Museum. 
The Board of Port Commissioners considered the comments contained in your letter 
when it approved the U.S.S. Midway Public Access Program on December 12, 2000 . 
The Board supports your recommendations to ensure that the park concept on Navy 
Pier occurs at the same time the Navy's Broadway Complex is redeveloped and to 
extend the public accessway to the end of the Navy Pier. However, the Navy Pier and 
Broadway Complex are not within the Port District jurisdiction. Therefore, we cannot 
place such restrictions on Navy property via the Port's Master Plan. 

We have been working closely with the North Embarcadero Alliance agencies and 
agree that a new public space on the waterfront on the Navy Pier is a beneficial goal for 
the betterment of San Diego's downtown embarcadero. We further have tasked the 
San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum to gain the necessary approvals from the Navy to 
achieve these goals in order to ensure that the Midway Museum is a valuable addition 
to San Diego's waterfront. Thank you for your constructive and cooperative interest in 
improving and protecting San Diego Bay's waterfront. 

Paul H. eer 
Chairman 
Board of Port Commissioners 

PHS/DEW/BC/mk 

Exhibit#12 (619) 686-6200, Post Office Box 120488, San Diego, California 92112-0488 
PMPA#27 
Port District Respon 
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06/14100 L.: 58 FAX 6192330078 ASSEMBLYMEMBER WAYNE 

S"TATE CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO. CA 94245-0001 
(918) 319-2078 

• 

FAX (916) 319·2178 

DISTRICT 1\DDRESS 
1350 FRONT STREET, SUITE 6013 

SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 

~zs~mhl~ 
(tkJifriritia········!fi~£}slcrf.ur~ 

(G19) 23-t-7879 
FAX (619) 233-Q078 

howard.wayne@assembly.ca.gov 

June 14, 2000 

Sara Wan 
Chair, California Coastal Commission 
46 Fremont Street #2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

HOWARIYWAYNE 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER[78TH DISTRICT 

;. ")00['· ~J /_ J 

'~I UU <:; 

!:: ~ V;~JO 
CHAIR: 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

MEMBER: 
HEALTH 

INSURANCE 
WATER, PARKS AND WILDLIFE 

VETERANS AFFAIRS 

It is my pleasure to support the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum's efforts to bring the USS Midway to San 
Diego as a permanent aircraft carrier museum. The United States Navy has made countless contributions to our 
San Diego community. The USS Midway Naval Aircraft Carrier Museum is an ideal and appropriate way for 

• our community to recognize and pay tribute to its historic military presence. 

TheUSS Midway is a ship rich with history and was in service from World War II to the Gulf War. The 
proposed complement of historic naval fighters, bombers, and interpretive exhibits will malce the USS Midway 
a popular -destination for San Diego's residents and visitors alike. The museum would serve also as an 
educational opportunity for San Diego's school children. Additionally, the museum has strong opportunities fo1 
fina..'1cial success for use by social groups and convention receptions. 

I respectfully request your close consideration of the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Musemn's efforts to bring the 
USS Midway to San Diego as a permanent historic museum. This is an invaluable opportunity to celebrate San 
Diego's military history and I thank you for your consideration. If I may be of any assistance, ~·lease do not 
hesitate to call me at 619-234-7878. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Assemblymember 
781

h District 

HW/gh 

• 
. .,., 

Printed on aecyctlld Paper 
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September 28. 2000 

rm~~u«J?eA 
~[.!:.1=- v. ~!W 

OCT 1 6 2000 

~ CALIFORNIA 
~alifornia Coastal Commission COASTAL COMMISSIC+I 
3111 Camino Del Rio North, #200 SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRl.::I 

San Diego, CA 92108 

)ear IVIembers of the California Coastal Commission: 

3ubject: NORTH EMBARCADERO ALLIANCE VISIONARY PLAN 

AG 260,LEG 460 (PC 30100) 

llle North Embarcadero Visionary Plan proposes to redevelop existing areas within the 
\lorth Embarcadero with a variety of uses and amenities that will attract people to the downtown 
San Diego waterfront. Access to this redevelopment area is critical to the success of the project. 
lllere is currently a high level of public transit service, both bus and light rail. to the North Embarcadero 
lfea-and we envision more transit service as the area redevelops. 

\s a result, public transit can, and will have to, play a significant role in providing access to the 
'-lorth Embarcadero redevelopment plan. When the North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan item 
;ames before the Coastal Commission. we are requesting that the Commission endorse incorporation 
)f transit facilities and services into the North Embarcadero Project. 

rhe San Diego Metropolitan Transit Development Board (MTDB) has been working with the 
~orth Embarcadero Alliance to ensure that facilities for public transit, particularly bus terminal facilities 
.vithin the plan area, are integrated into the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. Currently, 23 bus 
outes. the San Diego Trolley. and the Coaster Commuter Rail directly serve the North Embarcadero 
"lan area. These services radiate out from the waterfront and travel throughout the region. Many of 
·hese routes serve outlying park-and-ride facilities that could be used as remote parking for 
Smbarcadero redevelopment, negating the need for expansive parking facilities in the Embarcadero 
>rea. Since 18 of the 23 routes serving the area terminate there, full accommodation of bus terminal 
:acilities (either on- or off-street) will need to be part of the Visionary Plan design. 

integration of transit into the plan and redevelopment project will provide a viable alternative to the 
:~utomobile for access to the Embarcadero and can help address parking and traffic issues associated 
Nilh the Plan. In the past, the Coastal Commission has shown an interest in promoting alternative 
nodes of transportation to coastal areas to reduce traffic and parking impacts and to provide public 
>ccess to the coastal resources. Ensuring and promoting public transit in the North Embarcadero 
:·edevelopment area will support the Coastal Commission's access and coastal preservation goals. 

· w·olll'lf·"ll;ll H··.H:J• 1.,,n:j~l ,.:;.1'•1'~' C:!>' ,,; ll:il!m•atl:m,o. t_:ll\' o.l Pll\\'<1\', CiiY '" 

uj;t,;UHI l1 11, .11 :-;v·,lf.tlh .owl !fa~ ~~J bl!;c.;ll; 1\dflliHhll 

11•>1~<-a !11•:. ,u.d j ~ ~~·-dt Drcqu,: ;w;_v,1,; t: .. ,;;:;;, i:;·w:: .. v! ·•Jiilp.·1uy 

.,,,.,m,/111/}J..ll•llltullif .u 1\JIIi•' lid<~llll.lftun c;JI/1-Iri}\J r_:Qf,41ttU(r ·"I n·>ll ow tt·•~/J .-;rtr' :u ... tk;uuuwti<.'.t'!llll 1 
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California Coastal Commission 
September 28. 2000 
Page 2 

We are looking forward to working with the North Embarcadero Alliance to incorporate transit facilities 
into the Visionary Plan to support access to the area. We therefore seek Coastal Commission 
endorsement of transit as a viable and necessary component of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

Sincerely, 

·~,:~07 i a an . _ __..,..-; _,~. 

. / 
/BStoke 

• 

L-COASTALCOM .TBATES 

cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan Alliance 
Alexandria Elias, CCDC 

• 
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December 1, 2000 

Gregory M. O'Brien, OS1(SW), USN, Ret. 
3672 Voltaire Street 

8EC: 0 ;;_ l.Uuu 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

'--'N fl!FGO COAST DIST~!CT 
San Diego, CA 92106-1239 
Tel: (619) 225-8804 
E-mail: irishguy@home.com 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 92065 

Madame Chair, 

This letter is in support of the approval of the North Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan, specifically, the inclusion of the proposed USS Midway 
Museum Project. 

As a former crew member of this historic vessel, I confess to a certain bias 
in favor of the project, but I urge you to look at the overall plan, its aims, benefits, 
and the overwhelming support which has been evinced by the local community. 

• 

Please consider the following: 

The Midway Museum will provide a wonderful learning opportunity 
for school children, not just locally, but for groups touring from all 
over the country. This is attested to by the fact that all San Diego 
area school Administrations and teachers' organizations support 
the project. 

Independent surveys have shown that 8 out of 1 0 San Diegans 
approve of this project. 

The Midway Museum Project is financially sound, not only in 
regard to start-up costs, but for ongoing operations and 
maintenance. The Project's financial plan has been endorsed by 
the San Diego Taxpayers Association. 

This museum will be another monument to the sacrifices incurred 
by our veterans, helping to educate the public regarding the 
services and sacrifices these people have undergone and provided 
for our great nation. 

This project will provide a marvelous adjunct to the extant San 
Diego Aerospace Museum, enlarging on the role of Naval Aviation 
in the development of aviation and the defense of freedom 

• 

Museums based on actual Naval vessels have proven their worth in 
many other cities. To name a few: New York, NY, Providence, Rl, 
Charleston, SC. and Galveston, TX. There is no reason to believe 
that a Midway Museum in San Diego would not also provide a large 
boon to this already tourist-oriented city. 

Apparently the deadline for submitting letters such as mine, in order to 
become a part of the public record is December 7, 2000. It is well known that, in 
the words of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, December 7, 1941, was "a day which 
will live in infamy." Please do not allow December 7, 2000 to become another 
such infamous date. 

Decide in favor of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan and the Midway 
Museum Project. Please! 

M. O'Brien 

/.....J~r~ 
llfomla Coastal Commission Staff 

Scott McGaugh 

• 



• 
-;...---.{·-., 

30 November 2000 CAlifORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

:.Ml r"'GO COAST DISTRICT 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 92065 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

I wish express my support for the Midway move to San Diego, and the 
establishment of the Midway Museum. As a San Diego Aerospace Museum volunteer, I 
cannot speak for that organization, but know that their management has spoken in favor of 
the addition of the Midway to cultural background of San Diego. 

I believe that the Midway will be a positive addition to San Diego and its long and 
honorable aviation history. It will be an educational addition that will be difficult to beat. It is 
reported that the project is on sound financial footing and backed by the Taxpayers 
Association. It will be a real plus for San Diego. 

Sincerely, 

1) _/"" ) 
v -:vi:...-~ ~-~~-

Glenn D. Undeneau 
9022 Koonce Dr. 
Spring Valley, CA 91977-2150 
Ph/Fax (619} 466-5058 

0:: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan / 
c/o California Coastal commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Dr., Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

• • 
Neil V. Campbell 

7009 Hector Road McLean, VA 22101-2112 
Phone: (703) 356-2099 E-mail: campnv@erols.com 

December I, 2000 

.JCC 0 dJuu 
.. ,~,:., 

Ms. Sara Wan, Cha1r 
California Coastal Commiss1on 
12350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 92065 

(Allf·ORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

•,,, l"liFGO C:OAST DI$TRICT 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

As a long time resident and now frequent vtsitor to San Diego, lam not only pleased, but 
thrilled, to know that we may soon have the USS Midway as a vibrant attraction at the Navy 
Pier. I hope that you and the Coastal Commission reco~:,'llize the importance and significance of 
this project to the city of San Diego, its residents, and its visitors. Having been named after the 
battle which was the turning point of the war in the Pacific, in which San Diego made such 
important contributions, the Midway will serve as a great historical and educational tool. 

lam sure that you know of the overwhelming support this project has from the people 
and organizations of San Diego. Also, people from all over the country, like myself, are in favor 
of this project and intend to visit as soon as it comes to fruition. Tom Brokaw's book brought the 
attention of the younger generations to the signi ticance of WWII and Midway will provide an 
opportunity for Californians and tourists to obtain a lirst-hand look at Naval history from that 
period. 

As a former Air Boss on Midway, I must admit some personal preJudice in this matter, 
but, in my frequent trips to San Diego, l have heard very widespread support of the project from 
many residents. l sincerely hope that the Coastal Commission appreciates this level of support 
and votes to approve the 

Sincerely, 

Neil Campbell 

cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan, California Coastal Commission Staff 
Executive Director, San Diego Aircran Carrier Museum 



November 30, 2000 

Sara Wan ~~S:''l:;\f.::"r,;0 
Chamnan, Califomta Coastal Commtsston ll \1 ~~\:,~"._:.·.:. 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road ~ JV" 
Malibu, CA 92065 :J[C () :t ~Uuu 

Dear Sant Wan, 
CALifORNIA 

COASTAL COMMISSION 
·. '~' !)'(GO COAST DISTRICT 

8643 Lepus Road 
San Diego CA 92126 

I would like to take this opportunity to join several others in the community in voicing my whole· 
hearted support for the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum Project. In her day the USS Midway was 
one of the Navy's finest fighting ships of the line. She holds the name of the battle that turned the 
tide of World War Two. The history lessons and other educational opportunities, she will bring to 
life her in America's Finest City are infinite. This is an opportunity we should not allow to pass us 
by. 

It is my understanding that the project is on sound fmancial footing, has been thoroughly researched 
and planned for. From my perspective, placing this symbol of America's might at Navy Pier will 
serve to enhance the mystique of Downtown San Diego and heighten the interest and tourist activity 
we need to bring that area of our city. 

There have been several political speeches given this year about how our country educates our 
young and how it can be improved. I would submit. USS Midway could become a pivotal part of 
educating our youngsters here in San Diego and once word gets out for the entire southwestern 
portion of the United States. San Diego will be the winner if we choose to do this right. 

Respectfully yours, 

~~~ 
Thomas G. Sobieck 
cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 

Clo California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego CA 92! 08-4402 
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Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbo Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 92065 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

December 1 , 2000 

I am writing to you in support of locating the ex-USS Midway at the Navy Pier 
on the San Diego Embarcadero. 

The San Diego Armed Services YMCA's mission is the support of military 
personnel and their family members. A mission which we have been carrying out 
in San Diego since 1920. A public appreciation of the contributions and sacrifices 
of our men and women in uniform is of the utmost importance. The Midway will 
make a significant contribution to that goal by highlighting the sacrifices and 
heroism of those who serve. 

The significance of the U.S. Navy in the history of the San Diego community 
cannot be overstated. The presence of the Midway will make that history more 
tangible and understood. 

We urge your support for bringing this magnificent symbol of our national pride 
and security to the San Diego Community, the USS Midway. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Reber 
Executive Director 
San Diego Armed Services YMCA 

cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 

0 •6080 r~~ 

• • CAl'! M~• R•t.e> uSN <Ret 1 

=_, An operating branch of the ARMED SERVICES YMCA OF THE USA 
Website: www.armedservicesymcasd.org 
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• 
Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 92065 

1151 Naranca Ave. 
El Cajon, CA 92021 

:J E ~~ 0 LUuu 

CNIFORNil' 
COASTAL COMMISSION 
''· - 11 '·,~o (OAST O!~.rR!Cl 

I would like to add my voice to the list of those who want to see the U.S.S. 

• 

Midway installed as a floating museum in the city of San Diego. Having served in the 
Navy for 30 years, from prior to WWII, to late 1970, I have many fond memories of San 
Diego as a city that was always good to the many servicemen who had occasion to visit 
her or to be stationed there. 

I have talked to many retired servicemen in the area, and have also seen the 
various polls that have been taken, and it is a fact that the idea of a floating museum is a 
very popular one. And, since San Diego's North Island has been an important part of the 
history of Naval Aviation, an aircraft carrier is an ideal ship to be part of this museum. 

All the public records that l have seen, lend credence to the fact that this project 
has a sound financial, operational and maintenance plan, which has been presented to you 
and has been endorsed by the San Diego Taxpayers Association and various other groups. 

A museum such as this, will be a great help in teaching our children, and those of 
future generations, of the great history of our naval forces, and of the part that San Diego, 
and ALL of California, has played. It will also stress the many contributions that our men 
and women of the military services, have added to, and are still adding to, our countries 
well being. With the examples we have, even today, when we're supposedly at peace, of 
our armed forces serving around the world, with not much gratitude on the part of the 
average citizen. This is NOT that they don't care, but, rather, that they don't realize what 
our people are doing. This museum will help to educate them. 

Lastly, I had the honor of serving on the Midway in the early 1950s, and. although 
this duty was in the Atlantic, I also served on a carrier out of San Diego, in the late 
1950s., An aircraft carrier as a museum, will help strengthen the ties that we already 
have with our fleet and the fleet personneL .. 

Please give this idea all the consideration it so richly deserves, as it will make a 
fitting memorial to our many Navy men, women, and dependants, from all over our 
country. 

~
pectfull)!.- ~~·;, 

{f/j(/1/ / j-2'-f-P 
1 

· 

~eE. VanClee 
Copy to: 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
Scott McGaugh 

''~-' • '«!\ . "San Diego 
<:,~ t:5llerospace CJ\tfuseum 
2001 PAN AMERICAN PLAZA, BALBOA PARK., SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 

(619) 234-8291 FAX: (619) 233-4526 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

~~r;c~---~~ 

DEC 0 5 

CALif:J:;~~I?. 
··\L COM--'S 

---JO COAS1 Dlo·"'cr 

461 5 Del Mar Ave. 
San Diego, CA 92107 
4 December 2000 

In re: Inclusion of Midway Magic in N. Embarcadero Visionary Plan 

Dear Madam Chairwoman: 

I would like to take this opportunity to express, on behalf of the Convair Alumni Association 
(CAA) Volunteers at the San Diego Aerospace Museum, positive support for bringing the Midway 
to San Diego, to be docked at Navy Pier and converted to a floating museum as part of the 
referenced visionary plan. 

This project, we feel, will compliment the others museums in the area, be a strong tourist 
attraction and afford a fitting and much needed tribute to Naval Aviation which had its beginnings 
in the San Diego area. Several of our members are also Midway Magic volunteers who have 
been involved in planning efforts to bring much needed expertise to the project in restoring 
aircraft which have been offered up for display on the Midway for some time now. We hope 
that a •go ahead" is eminent, and solicit a favorable review by your commission. 

Our volunteers, who are listed on the attachment to this memo, have authorized me to write to 
you in their behalf, expressing support for the referenced plan. We represent all facets of the 
aircraft industry ••. a cadre of people with unique talents that are slowly disappearing with the 
passage of time. While our primary loyalty is to the Aerospace Museum, we feel we could share 
our talent with the many other Midway Magic volunteers who have signed up to help. 

Since ecological concerns have been appropriately addressed, as we understand it, we trust you 
will judge the merits of this plan on its potential overall significance to our area, the need to 
recognize the Navy's influence in San Diego's development, and the overwhelming positive 
support of a vast majority of our citizenry. 

!Jim Redfiefd?e'DR, USNR (Ret), GO Convair Procurement Chief (Ret) 
San Diego Aerospace Museum & Midway Magic Aircraft Restoration Volunteer. 

Attachment: Support Ust - San Diego Aerospace Museum Volunteers - CAA 

cc: Northern Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7 57 5 Metropolitan Drive #1 03 

San Diego, CA 921 08-4402 

~~v 



Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu. CA 90265 

~~~HW~IDl 
DEC 0 5 2000 

CAll FORt·'! A 
Dear Ms Wan: .. , COASTAL COMMIS~ION 

S;.N DIEGO COAS1 DI!>TRICT 

December 4, 2000 

My lilmily and I are very excited about the prospect ofhaving the USS Midway ain:raft c:arrier here in 
San Diego. We have never been on board an aira'aft c:arrier and look forward to the opening of the 
museum. 

We have seen several letters in the San Diego paper complaining about the Midway's size, the lack of 
parking, and the possible lack of maintenance. So I took the time to ciall the Midway Museum to get the 
filets, and here is what we were told: 

I. Yes, the Midway is 1,000 Jeet in lmgth, the same as Navy Pier. But it will net extend into the 
channel to such a degree that it will hamper bay tcaffic. 

2. The Midway has a lower profile than modem carriers, with the flight deck some 52 feet above the 
water. Even if it were higher, I'd rather view the Midway than a 1,000-foot row of pilings and a 
drab warehouse. For a real example of view blockage, take a look some time at the visiting cruise 
ships, some ofwhieh are as long as the Midway aod are more than twic:e as high at 125 feet. 

3. The Midway office said that they will be acquiring about 4 acres of land in San Diego Bay where 
they will eatablisb a wildlife habitat equal to the shadow cast by the flight deck of the Midway. 
This really puzzled me; the Navy has been mooring ships for nearly 75 years at that site, aod some 
of those ships were nearly as big as the Midway. So, why this extca burden? 

4. I was pleasantly surprised to learn that the Midway Museum will provide parking en Navy Pier. 
What a great convenienc:el And what a view that will offer out over the bay! 

S. A maintenance pl'Ogl1llll casting nearly $1 million per year has been designed by a local company 
one of whose divisions designs such programs for world-wide use by the Navy. And, the people 
at the Midway office told me that the Navy will send an inspecticn team to San Diego every year to 
be sure that maintenanc:e is being conducted properly. 

6. The museum will serve as an outatanding edU<:aticnal venue to adults and students. We were told 
that about 40,000 San Diego high school students per year will be taken aboard the Midway free. 

7. F'utally, I was told that no taxpayer fimds are being used to create this museum. Too bad the same 
thing can't be said about ether downtown "attractions." 

Given all these advantages for San Diegans and visitors to San Diego, I sin=ely hope your oommissicn 
will approve the North Embareadero Visionary Pl. an and, ~ally, the inclusion of the ~dway M~. . .. . . (?_, 

/.·_2 7 ~. .... :t_~~_e,.'-ff·1lLLtJ-t1if{'· {. 

Copy: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 

-~~ WarczakFamily\_ 
1

{ J 
r Alpine, CA ·/ 

Tel. 619-445-1905 

c/o Califurnia Coastal Commission Staff 
1515 MettopOiitan Dr. Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108--4402 

• • 

I BAZ~ DEl MUNDO 
2754 Calhoun Street 
san Diego, California 92110 
6191296-3161 • Fax 6191296-3113 

December 4, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

~~~IlWltml 
DEC 0 5 ZOOO 

CALIFORNL4 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

We in San Diego strongly value our bays and beaches. Over the last two decades, one area of 
intense debate has been how the Embareadero area would be used. After many meetings and 
much soul searching most in our city have reached a consensus which is detailed in the North 
Embareadero Visionary Plan. 

One key component of the plan is the porting of the aircraft carrier Midway at the Navy Pier. 
The Midway wouh;i be a permanent education and visitor center. But more than that it would 
be a magnet, drawing residents from across the region to downtown San Diego and adding to 
the growing vibrancy of the area. It would also be another major attraction for tourists. 

We strongly encourage you to support the Midway Project as outlined in the North Embarca
dero Visionary Plan. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mike McLaughlin 
Director 
Government Relations and Special Projects 

cc: Sal Giametta 

Visit Our Website@ www.bazaardetmundo.com 
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December 4, 2000 

Chairwoman Sara Wan 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan, 

DEC 0 5 ZOOO 
CAUFORNl/> 

COASTAL COMMl 
SAN DIEGO rnASl DIS1RICT 

I write to encourage favorable consideration of berthing the USS Midway at Navy 
Pier in San Diego. 

The addition of Midway to the North Embarcadero Plan would provide another fine 
attraction for the thousands of visitors to San Diego each year. With a sound 
funding plan and the support of a vast majority of San Diegans, this fine tribute to 
our Navy is most appropriate. In light of the recent bombing of the USS Cole, 
Midway would serve as a reminder of the contributions and sacrifices made by our 
service personnel on a daily basis. 

I urge favorable consideration of the Midway project. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Quarg 

Copy: 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92 I 08-4402 

'\ 
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jj COL & MRS. JOHN F. SHEA 2127 CamlnoCantera, Vista, CA 9208~ 

sara wan. Chair 
california coastal commission 
22350 carbon Mesa Rd. 
MalibU, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. wan: 

~~~ll\Wi~l~-~~~ 
~~--\;::: ~t_li~ .. 

0 b 20011 
CAUFO~NIA 

COASTAL COMMIS~>i<)N 
SAN P!EGO COA:ST cJ151'R!c r 

3 December 2000 

we strongly endorse the efforts of the uss Midway Project to locate the 
ship here In san Diego. 

It would be a marvelous addition to our cltv and would reflect our proud 
naval history. There's no doubt that many thousands of locals and tourists 
would enjoy visiting the shiP at Navv Pier. 

we are a military family and over the years have made special efforts to 
visit other military ships that have been memorialized and berthed in 
other parts of the country. 

our children have fond memories of visiting the uss North carolina and 
other ships up and down the east coast. This year my wife made a special 
trip to see the uss Texas in Houston with her father, who'd served on the 
shiP in world war 11. It is long overdue that we have a ship here in san 
Diego. 

The uss Midway is especially needed as a memorial now, as we live in a 
time when our youth need to be more familiar with our past naval history. 
This proud ship would serve san Diego well. The advantages of having her 
here are too numerous to mention. 

iE. elv, ~ cl. 
vJA- r/j'£?~ 

A 

·ohn F. Shea 
colonel, USMC ret. 

• • 

R.A. RAUCH 
& ASSOCIATES 
Hospitality Consulting 

December 4, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

~~~UW~JID 
DEC 0 5 2000 

As an independent hotel developer and owner, serving on the boards of the San Diego 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, the San Diego North Convention & Visitors Bureau, and the San 
Diego Hotel-Motel Association. and in my role as Director of the Hospitality and Tourism 
program at the University of California, San Diego, Extension, I wholeheartedly support the 
Midway project at Navy Pier in San Diego County. 

This project will serve as a highly unique education center for national and international students 
here in San Diego. As a tourist attraction, it will pay tribute to the military for their contributions 
and sacrifices for our nation. In addition. the tourism industry creates jobs and this attraction will 
be a great addition to this destination. 

Sincerely, 

I 
~/ .. ~ 

Robert A. Rauch, CHA, President 
R.A. Rauch & Associates, Inc. 
www.hotelguru.com 

cc: Coastal Commission staff 

12526 High Bluff Drive, Suite 300 San Diego, California 92130 Phone (858) 792-3530 Fa.x (858) 793-9232 
Web Site: www.hotelguru.com Email: rauch(i!Jhotelguru.com 

• 
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3 December 2000 

Ms Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 92065 

Dear Ms Wan, 

}f?~~IIW~JID 
DEC 0 5 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMiSSION 

SI\N DIEGO COAST DISTR/Ci 

• 

I am writing to express my strong support for siting the USS Midway in San Diego as the San 
Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum. As a citizen of California for the past 49 years I know of no 
greater tribute to the city of San Diego, it's citizens, and it's heritage as a proud major seaport on 
the westcoast. 

The USS Midway will serve in the vital role of displaying San Diego's heritage to all within the 
community as well as the thousands of yearly visitors to our city. Midway will function as a 
unique education center and accordingly has the support of all San Diego teacher organizations 
and school administrations. 

Many contributions from local and distant loyal citizens have been made toward this hallmark 
project. It is appropriate and fitting that government organizations involved in approving this 
monument to so many, enthusiastically approve and support this venture. The untimely and tragic 
recent bombing ofUSS Cole point out the importance of the public fully appreciating the 
contributions and sacrifices made by those in service to our country. To date, the entire San 
Diego community has consistently voiced overwhelming support of the USS Midway being sited 
at our downtown Navy Pier. 

The Midway project has a sound financial, operations and maintenance plan behind it, a plan 
endorsed by the San Diego Taxpayers Association and other independent organizations. This 
project is truly a win for San Diego, our citizens and visitors, and those who have served our 
country from this community. 

Please do everything possible in your capacity to encourage, support, and approve the 
establishment of the USS Midway as the San Diego Carrier Museum in San Diego harbor. 

Sincerely, 

c::_ .. ~. " 
r.T-)o-.~ 

THomas F. Leonard 
13555 Willow Run Road 
Poway, CA 92064 

__:;;;.,cc: California Coastal Commission Staff {North Embarcadero Visionary Plan) 

• 
~ 

(orporute: 5232 Lovel()(k Street, Son Diego~ CA 921. 
tel: 1619\291-7254 fax: (619) 298-1212 web: www.gofishanlho 

ANTHONY'S 
SEAFOOD GROUP 

•• 
December 4. 2000 

Ms. Saro Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Meso Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

~~JEllW~)]) 
DEC 0 5 ZOOO 

CAliFOR~IIA 
COASTAL COMW.IS.SION 

SAN DIEGO -- ----o•N 

As a long time business on the San Diego Embarcadero, we'd like to express our support for the 
permanent location of the USS Midway at Navy Pier. As a small portion of the millions of visitors to 
San Diego, more than 50,000 guests visit our waterfront restaurants each year. One of the 
comments they relate to us, is the fun of making o •day at the Embarcadero• with their families and 

friends. 

The Midway will be a unique education center and has the support of the San Diego teacher 
organi;zations as well as school administrators. By touring the Midway, the public will fully 
appreciate the contributions and sacrifices made by those in uniform, especially in light of the 
recent USS Cole bombing. The Midway project will make a welcome addition to San Diego's visitor 

and convention industry, serving as an event site for visiting groups. 

We urge you to join us in supporting this worth while project. 

Sincerely, 

Beverly Mascari 
Co-owner, CAO 

Cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan, Coastol Commission Staff 
Salvatore Giametta, San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau 



!s. Sara Wan, Chair 
alifornia Coastal Commission 
23450 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
lalibu, CA 90265 

e: USS Midway Museum 

+ 
CATELLUS 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
San Diego, California 

ear Ms. Wan: 

CAlifORNIA 
COA::>TAl COMMISSION 

·.~,~, f)JI'GO COAST DISTRICl 

atellus Development Corporation respectfully requests that the California Coastal 
omrnission approve the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan and associated USS 
lidway Museum at Navy pier. 

atellus is the largest private property owner in the plan area. We own five city blocks 
ithin the plan area, the historic Santa Fe Depot and more that one city block along the 
oan' s eastern boundary. Catellus actively participated in the development of the plan, 
1d supported inclusion of the Midway Museum for the same reasons it enjoys wide-
' read community support: 

San Diego has a long, historic, and very special relationship with the Navy. The 
Midway will both celebrate this relationship, and pay tribute to the thousands of 
current and former military personnel who reside or have served in San Diego, 

The Museum proposal is financially sound, with appropriate, comprehensive 
operating and maintenance plans to insure long term viability. 

The Midway Museum will provide a unique educational, cultural and 
entertainment resource for visitors and residents of the region. 

i1ank you for considering our request. Please contact me at 619-231-2602 if I can 
ovide you with any additional information. 

LA 
'illiam B. Sc~ 
~nior Vice-President 
.m Diego Development 

c; Coastal Commission Staff, San Diego 

401 WEsr A SmEET, .s. SAN D1wo, c,uFoRNIA 92101 (619J 231-3602 FAX (6191696·90' 
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COASTAl COMMISSION 
'·M-1 DlfGO COAST DISTRICT 

December 5, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

-~ 

"""" 

I am writing this letter in support of the effort to bring the USS Midway to 
San Diego. It is a fitting and over-due tribute to the Naval History in San 
Diego as well as a great educational opportunity for San Diego's citizens 
and visitors alike. 

Representing the Hospitality industry in San Diego, our company, The 
Meeting Manager, is acutely aware of the absence of weather-safe 
venues in San Diego that can accommodate groups of 1000 or more. 
Specializing in the Corporate and Incentive Markets, we are routinely 
questioned by our clients about the availability of an Aircraft Carrier for 
special events. The Midway would provide not only a much needed 
venue for the Hospitality Industry but also a unique educational museum 
for all the citizens and visitors of San Diego to enjoy. 

As a representative of the Hospitality Industry and as a concerned citizen 
of San Diego, I encourage you to support the Midway Project as part of 
the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
Vice President G The Meeting M, -eneral Manager 

anager 

cc: Coastal Commission Staff 

~ 

.--;; 

--

"CoMMitted to Excellence" 

Lloyd L. Parthemer 
3929 Bonita View Drive 
Bonita, CA 91902-2617 

December 5, 2000 

Chairwoman Sara Wan 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan, 

• 
CMIFORNL". 

COA~;r.&.t COMMI5.SION 
'· ;,N <OAST OISTRICT 

I write to add my name to the long Jist of supporters requesting approval of the San Diego 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan, which includes berthing of Midway as a museum 
ship. 

I have attended many planning committee meetings open to the public and the complete 
project has been thoroughly staffed with obvious public approvaL 

Midway, coupled with the planned onboard projects, will prove to be a great asset for the 
Harbor, City, Residents, Tourist and especially the Youth of San Diego. 

I urge your strongest support and approval of this Plan 

Sincerely> .. ..:.-/'. ., . 

._--L~/tzA~ 
-[ d r• Parthemer Ltoy '-'· 

-Copy: 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
C/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 



e 
NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Serving the Sea Services since 1902 

SAN OIEGO COUNCIL 

ecember 5, 2000 

orth Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
o Calfomia Coastal Commission Staff 
i75 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
m Diego, CA 92108-4402 

' whom it may concern: 

u(·c; o f: l:uuu 
CAUFORNtt.; 

CO,\STAl COMMISSION 
'oN c.>l[(;() COAST DISTRICT 

n behalf of the San Diego Council of the Navy League, we support the USS Midway at 
e Navy Pier in downtown San Diego. The project, we believe, has a sound fmancial, 
Jerations and maintenance plan behind it. It will be a unique education center and it has 
e sound support of all San Diego teacher organizations and school administrations. 

ith the USS Cole bombing, it's all the more important that the public fully appreciate 
e contributions and sacrifices made every day by those men and women in uniform. 
e need this constant reminder. The Midway will serve that vital role. 

e feel that the Midway is in the right place at the right time. While we remain 
•timistic, we recognize this is the time for individuals and organizations to stand up and 
•ice their support for the Midway Project. The Navy League in San Diego absolutely 
pports the Midway Project. 

ncerely, 

f~~ 
1yRoth 
esident, San Diego Council of the Navy League 

3333 Sandrock Road, San Diego, CA 92123 
(858) 569-6587 Fax (858) 569-6639 • 

Sara Wan 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd 
Malibu CA 90265 

Dear Ms Wan 

tJ [ C 0 f) LlJliU 5 Dec 2000 

COl\STAl 
·,'"' D1fGO COAST DISTRICT 

The purpose of this letter is to request your support for the 
inclusion of the USS MIDWAY in the visionary planned development of the 
embarcadero in the port of San Diego. 

The project is financially supported, represents long standing 
superb relationship (over 6 decades) between the U. S. Navy and by the 
majority of San Diegans, and certainly provides a fitting facility for a 
museum, naval history research center and a wonderful opportunity for an 
ocean oriented educational center. 

Sincerely, 

KdP~ 

• • 



• t NAVAL HELICOPTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 974, Bonita, CA 91908-0974, (619) 461-1840 

Email: nhhs@home com, Web Site: ht!p·/lwww.nhhs.org 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 92065 

December 4, 2000 

Dear Chairwoman Wan, 

uCC 0 G I:UvU 

CAlifORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

,_,N DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

During the week of January 8, 200!, your Commission will considerthe City of San 
Diego's North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. The siting ofUSS Midway at Navy Pier is 
part of that plan. 

Approval of the plan will, I believe, enable Midway to make a significant contribution to 
the economic, cultural and social life of America's Finest City. 

USS Midway will be a major attraction fur the thousands of visitors who travel to San 
Diego each year and will also serve San Diegans as the center for a unique education 
complex. 

The project plan is comprehensive and has been endorsed by a number ofindependent 
organizations, including the San Diego Taxpayers Association. 

San Diego has long enjoyed a unique relationship with the Navy and the Midway Project 
is overwhelmingly supported by the City as well as the surrounding communities. With 
the large number of active duty and retired military personnel who currently or at some 
time in the past have called San Diego their homeport, it is fitting that they be honored by 
such a remarkable undertaking. 

On behalfofthe Board ofDirectors and the members of the Naval Helicopter Historical 
Society, I strongly urge favorable consideration of the North Embarcadero Visionary 
Plan, including the siting of USS Midway at Navy Pier. 

s~*wq 
Charles B. Smiley {/ 
Captain, USN, Ret 
Chairman, Naval Helicopter Historical Society 

BOARD 1!1 DIRECTQ!!S; 
Charles B. Smiley, (hairm>n 
William F. Quarq. Vic•.(hairman 
lloydl.Parthem<r,S<O't>l)' 
DonaldJ.Ha)fS. Treasurer 
Alfie<!£. MOil3han. Policy >nd Plans 
Waltff8.lt<ter, SOACMl~ilolt 
Geo«Je E. Smith,Phmall'lant 
Hugh Mdinde1l, Jr., Hlstooan 
Harold Hachlln. Artifacts 
Geo«Jef.Caqie,Curator 
Reid P. Car~ton, MIS Manager 

lilt Of!iq!nAdwj!O!JBoJnl: 
VA!lM!lonJonos,USN!Retl 
RADM"Ii<j!loq'Ramq,USH(Ret) 
MG!II VIdOr A. "'-O!l!j. USMC !ReO 
RADM Wanen Au~ tJSN (Ret) 
RADM!!cojorRk!l,USN!Retl 
RADM 'leoti( W.litr, USN (Reli 
RADMJllMHi<jqiosor>, USN (RetJ 
RADMi'!ii!Oufft,USH(Retl 
RADMIIilleny,IJSN(ReU 

S.Oior !n!l!!tdAdvil!!a llolrd: 
MO'O N"'IN.!Jetlol!, USN (Reli 
All( Malon!: H. fll<ar,USH (Rei) 
Af(M Aaroo Grandt'""", tJSN (Ret) 
CPO!gon W. Oh~odod. U\11 fRet! 
A!llClose1>1rA.Md!<lfer,IJSN{IIet) 
M(fl:l BOO Selman, tJSN (Ret) 
flli'OI!aymcod Welch, U\11 (!!ttl 
YNCE<Iditf. Williamson.USH(Retl 

·'GATHER. PRESERVE and DISPLAY the LEGACY of NAVAL HELICOPTER AVIATION" 
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NoW~mber 6, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chairperson 
Califomia Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

• PAGE 131 ~- .. -·--··-~""'-. AN ~,, 

\"-s'~ '"' 

····-~nnn 

Re; Port Plan Amendment 27 (North Embarcadero Redevelopment in San Diego) 

Dear Ms. Wan and Coastal Commissioners: 

We understand that the Commission will be hearing public comments in Los Angeles on 11/13 
regarding the proposal to bring the carrier Midway tc port in San Diego, and we wanted to be 
included. 

San Diego has one of the most beautiful bay \listas in the state, if not the entire country. Some or 
us are doing all we can to pn~serve that unique feature because once one can no longer :see the 
water easily, downtown San Diego looks like any other city, filled with tall buildings and cars. City 
fathers and molhers are already doing their best to fill the waterfront with convention centers, ~ntal 
car parking lots, and hotels sudl that mudl of lhe views have been blocked already. Again. being 
a city on the water is a feature that few places can claim, and if we lose that view, we are like any 
other city. We cannot afford to jeopardize that feature. 

Therefore, we a~ uklng that you reject the proposal to bring me canier Midway to port in San 
Diego. The above concems notwithstanding, the substantial environmental impacts are further 
reasons to reject this idea. We beUew there will be contaminatiOn potential, traffic and pat1ting 
problems, as well u habitat distuft)ance or, worse, obliteration. A "tourist attraction" suCh as the 
Midway would bring more hann than good. 

Additionally, we have to question now many people want to SeE! a decommissioned aircraft carrier 
in the fnt place. Don't most visitors come to San Diego tor our superb wwather, beautiful ocean 
and bays, and myriad recreational and cultural activities? Perhaps if we didn't haw all of these 
attractions (and more), a carrier would help. But we do have them. So, let's pass on this idea and 
let another, less bountiful city have the canier. 

We believe the Midway will have a wry negative impact on our desirability as a tourist destination, 
and along wittllhe environmental impacts this canier would have on our area, it seems a tenible 
mistake to make. Please soundly reject thhl propo1181. 

Thank you for your interwst and hard wo!X in preserving Califomia's coast ancs in helping San 
Diego retain our unique waterside dlann. 

Sincently, 

~har,U:~ ~«.w c.~UJ 
Stephanie Strout and Andrew Canic:o 
1819 Hk:lden Mesa Rd. 
El Cajon, CA 92019 (619) 590-2949 
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~ JUlll zooo D 
CAlifORNIA 

COASTAl COMMISSION 
SAN DIEGO COAST I>ISTIICT 

Mr. Bill Ponder, Staff 
California Coastal Commission 
San Diego District Office 

17161 Alva Road, #711 
San Diego, CA 92127 

July 9, 2000 

7575 Metropole Dr. Suite 103 
San Diego, Ca 92108-4402 

Dear Mr. Ponder, 

Enclosed is a copy of our letter to the California Coastal Commissioners regarding 
the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

It is our understanding that the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan is scheduled for 
the August agenda. We are hopeful that our comments will be received by the 
commissioners at the appropriate time. 

Sincerely, 

dd;-~~fl 
Cathy O'Leary, John Carey 

• • 
,J 



• 
California Coastal Commission 
San Diego District Office 
7575 Metropole Dr. Suite 103 
San Diego, Ca 92108-4402 

Subject: The North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 

Dear Commissioners, 

1 7161 Alva Road, #71 1 
San Diego, CA 92127 

July 9, 2000 

We are pleased and impressed with the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
proposal to create public amenities while preserving views of the bay. We especially 
like the "City meets the bay" idea and the goal of keeping the open character of the 
bay, since most of the Embarcadero is walled off from us for commercial use. 

Regarding the Cruise Ship Terminal: 

The concept of public amenities and open views of the bay are being eroded by 
the expansion of the cruise ship terminal. This project is similar to the rejected 
"Super" terminal and promotes commercial and tourist use. The level of noise 
generated from crowds, vehicular traffic, commercial activity, truck movement, 
loading docks and operation of on site equipment will greatly interfere with public 
open space and the serenity of the waterfront promenade and Broadway Plaza, 
center pieces of the Plan. 

This large scale use is out of character with the visionary plan. Mass 
shadowing and no open water views between B Street and Broadway negate the 
primary purpose of the visionary plan. 

The second phase of this expansion would extend the project to Ash St. 
overwhelming our centerpiece Star of India, the Berkeley Maritime Museum and 
Anthony's. Such large scale use is grossly out of character with the visionary 

We urge the relocation of the cruise ship terminal. Tenth Avenue Marine 
Terminal would accommodate this project. 

Regarding the Midway Museum: 

Very similar objections are in order for the Midway Museum. The Midway 
Museum contributes to "the walling off of the Bay", has a commercial purpose and 
so far unmitigated open water habitat loss. 

The Harbor Island location alternative was rejected because of view 
obstruction and significant deep water dredging. 

This needs to be revisited. The attraction of tourism occurring at Harbor 

• • 
Subject: The North Embacadero Visionary Plan 

Island for the Midway Magic Plan and the potential economic benefit of a docking 
site which is a low use area for sensitive water birds, makes Harbor Island a better 
choice then the North Embarcadero. 

Another venue could be one similar to the USS Arizona in Pearl Harbor where 
tourists are taken out by boat to visit the site. 

Regarding Lane Field: 

In regard to Lane Field, we oppose yet another hotel, when an Opera House or 
Cultural Center would be not only environmentally superior, but a much needed 
public benefit. This alternative would provide more available parking space during 
the day and generate less traffic, which continues to be a problem. 

Regarding the County Administration Center (CAC): 

We urge you to support the less developed plan the county supervisors prefer, 
either of the two alternative projects, an active open space alternative or the 
Maximum open space alternative. 

The Active open space entails less intense development and is environmentally 
superior. Landscaping on the two parking lots and the creation of a plaza park like 
environment would complement public open space along the waterfront. 

Maximum open space proposes a grand civic open space with outdoor plazas, 
landscaping, pedestrian walkways, and other amenities. Underground parking 
would be a real asset here for employees and visitors of CAC. 

Regarding The Santa Fe Depot: 

The Santa Fe Depot like the CAC is a historical landmark and should be 
enhanced as a showpiece. Buildings planned from 175 feet to 450 feet to the 
immediate west, will wall off and dwarf this unique structure diminishing its 
character. 

We appreciate your attention to our comments and are hopeful that you will support 
the open view character of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan the citizens of San 
Diego so rightly deserve. 

Sincerely, 

:::Jka~~F r7 
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IPMS 
Ire~~ llWitWJ 

JUN 0 5 ZOOO 

CAliFOkr-.llA 
COASTAL COMMISSiON 

~AN J)Jf(;(.) C:(.)A~'J fliSTRI<! 

International Plastic Modelers' Society 

May 26,2000 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
3111 CAMINO DEL RIO NORTH 
SUITE 200 
SA ... N DIEGO CA 92108-1725 

Dear Madam or Sir: 

The members of the San Diego Chapter of the International Plastic Modelers' Society 
would like to make known their support for bringing the U.S.S. Midway and the San 
Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum to San Diego Bay. San Diego is long overdue for a 
museum of this nature. 

With the strong Navy and Marine presence in San Diego County, and the rich history 
these two organizations have had in our community, we feel it is especially 
appropriate to honor the men and women who have served in the American Armed 
forces with a great landmark like The U.S.S. Midway. 

Please accept the attached names and signatures of our membership as proof of our 
support for bringing the U.S.S. Midway to San Diego Bay as part of the revitalization 
of North Embarcadero. 

Thank y~, /} ~/ · ,I 

'- p "~!' 1--z~-/i{:L~ '/ 
.. / ~-C:..o- · · I JL'-<<.~ 
-I . / ,_/~ . .Q..-L_. 

•.../ 

Fred Fimbres, President 
IPMS, San Diego Chapter 

11087 Caminito Alegra, San Diego CA 92131 

• 
,J 
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CAT A1VJL4Rt\1'\f 
R .E.~ ·o .R ~-·H ·o TEL 

December 4, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan 
Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

D 0 ·, 2Uu..; 

Cl\ilcORNI.II 
COASlA! COMMISSION 

,q.J iliFGO DISTRICT 

I would like to inforn1 you of my support of the "Midway at 
the USS Midway a permanent part of Navy Pier. 

Pier" project, which will make 

San Dicgans have voiced their overwhelming support of the Midway at Navy Pier, and I believe 
it will become a unique educational attraction for both teachers and San Diego visitors. Having 
the USS Midway become a permanent education center will also be a well deserved tribute, in a 
city with very close ties to the 

I urge the California Coastal Commission to make the Midway project part of the North 
Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 
San Diego Convention & Visitor's Bureau 

:')991\lz..;~jon Bnulc\·anJ 

San Dt•.'gl1. Ca!i!nmia 9.:! 109 

r .. ·kphtm~.-·· X"'N-4XX- J OS I 

F.-\ X_ ~:\~~41\K. f()IY' 
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NAVAL HELICOPTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 974, Bonita, CA 91908-0974, (619) 435-7795 

Email: !lbJ!s:a1lome.CQrn, Web Site: hgp:i/www.nhhs.or_g 
DQAKO.I!l!!l£~ • 
c"'••• \l.SmM!', O..i.,... 
Willilmf.(hial't Vi«.U..irm>n 
Lloyt!L h!U\tmor,imeto~ 
Doolldl.litY6. r,....,., December 6, 2000 

sara wan, Chair 
California Coastal commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

[1'1, '! 

c:;..~!f (-~-~·t,iL ~ 
(()/.ST:\~ 

' 1/'.r-.t t··-\'''~1 f)~:~H:f(T 

This letter is to encourage the prompt 
approval of the San Diego Aircraft Carrier 
Museum as a part of the North Embarcadero 
visionary Plan. 

Over the past few years two other uixectors 
of the Naval Helicopter Historical Society and I 
attended several meetings of the Visionary Plan 
committee as spectators. The:various special 
interests competed for benefits with one major 
exception. All participants, merchants, planners, 
envi·ronmentalists, and governmental officials, 
unanimously supported conversion of USS MIDWAY 
to be the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum. They 
agreed that it would be a significant tourist 
attraction in the tradition of the San Diego zoo 
and Sea World. 

In addition to the economic advantages to be 
bestowed upon the local community, the San Diego 
Aircraft Carrier Museum promises to enrich its 
masses of visitors with an appreciation for Naval 
Aviation and an emotional patriotic experience. 

Sincerely, , ~· 

-<f ('YI i·t.:'/ / /. I 
A t ·]; l 

Donald J. ayesr 
Commander, USN (Ret) 

Copy to: 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
San Diego Aircraft carrier Museum 

AI!Mt Mooah,., l'oll<y >nd Pluo 
Wtl!tt B.!Mttr,Jr. SDAo.lliJison 
Geo!<JeE.Im!lh. Physiall'!"t 
i1ug11Mdlndon, Jr. ~ilt<>rilR 
lllmldllo<llilo, AnWom 
Gtolll'f.C.91e.Wiltor 
IM~.urt.ton,IAISIM"''I" 

~Iiiii O!!ll!n A"'i!O!YIImd: 
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iWlM '119 no( -ge. IIIII(Roll 
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Son Mllr<o$, CaliforniJJ • USA 
92091MJ001 

(760/ 750-44fl5 
FAX 17601 750-3256 

Wednesday, December 06, 2000 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Commissioner Wan: 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

:'>AN D!EGO (O.AST DISTRICT 

I respectfully request your support of the efforts to bring the USS MIDWAY to San 
Diego as a unique educational center. MIDWAY has the support of youth groups and 
educational institutions across San Diego County. 

AI 

Located near the Aircraft Carrier Memorial Plaza and other historical monuments, Navy 
Pier is the ideal location for this great ship. This future berthing alongside San Diego's 
Navy Pier is a perfect venue for educators to share the story of San Diego's Navy history. 
In addition, as this will remain a Navy Pier, no deep water mooring for commercial 
shipping will be lost to the maritime industry. 

I appreciate your time and attention to the matter. Hoping that your commission will 
realize the overwhelming support for this cornerstone to the North Embarcadero 
Redevelopment Plan. 

~eerely, 
' \ y l' ,. '-- .. " '·\ "_.( _\ ·~. ' 

Theresa Randall 
Vice President 
CSUSM Alumni Council 

CC: 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

The Callfomia State University 
Bakersfield • Channel fs!ands • Chico • Dominguez Hills • Fresno • Fullerton • Hayward • Humboldt • Long Beach • Los Angeles • Ma 
Monterey Bay • Northridge • Pomona • Sacramento • San Bemardino • San Diego • San Francisco • San Jose • San l..uis Obispo • San Marcos • Son 
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SERVICES 

INFORMA110N CEN1ER: 

• Hotline 

• Website 

• Access Guide 

• l<eference Library 

• Tour Arrangements 

RESOURCE CENTER: 

• ADA/Title24 
Reference Library 

• Training & Sensilivi1y 
Awareness Program 

• Construction Plan 
Review & Evaluation 

• Structural Survey 

• Interpretation of 
ADA Terrnir>ology 

Information Videos 

• Local Referrals 
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COASTAt. COMMiSSION 
)/;hl L'.-I;!~GO COAST DISTPICT 

ACCESSIBLE A:. 
SAN DIEGo-

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Conunission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Greetings Sam Wan: 

Accessible San Diego is a non-profit information and resource center for 
travelers with disabilities and in full support of the U.S. S. Midway Museum at 
the Navy Pier. 

On a personal note, as a retired Navy veteran with a 100% service connected 
disability I am passionate about an aircraft carrier museum in San Diego. I 
personally spent 3 long years on the U. S. S. Saratoga which is now a floating 
aircraft carrier museum in Rhode Island. A little known fact is that San Diego 
is the birthplace of the modem aircraft carrier, initially designed and tested in 
the waters off Coronado. Since that time millions ofU. S. sailors have traveled 
the world on aircraft carriers keeping the sea lanes safe for Democracy. San 
Diego is also the birthplace of Accessible San Diego, another "First" as 
America's first information center for travelers with disabilities, of which I am 
the president. 
Accessible San Diego is proud of the strong commitment of an accessible 
Midway Museum for all persons including those with disabilities. This will not 
be an easy project due to the age of the Midway and the architectural design. 
However, an ongoing effort will transcend all design improvements so the basic 
areas of the gangway ramp to the main deck and the aircmft hangars will be 
accessible. 

The Midway Museum is a major Win-Win for San Diego and I appreciate your 
consideration and support of this project. 

Sincere! y, 

/..-( 

Wes Johnson 
President 
WJ:fmp 

cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 
" 

,. 
A Non-Profit Information and Resource Center for Travelers with Disabilities 

• P.O. Box 1?:,5?6. San DiE>(JO, Colifomio 92112·4526 • (858) 279-0/0~ • r,,~, (858) 279-5118 ~ .cessandiego.org 
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December 6, 2000 

Sara Wan, 
Chair California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 92065 

DearMs Wan: 

3394 Carmel Mountain Road 
San Diego, CA 92121 
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I want to offer my support for the USS Midway at the Navy Pier in downtown San Diego Project. This 
program will benefit the entire San Diego community. It will provide the public with first-hand exposure 
to a slice of the Navy mission and life neither often experienced nor appreciated by our citizens. The 
San Diego community has consistently voiced overwhelming support of the Midway Project. In 
independent surveys, more than 8 out of 1 0 San Diegans support the project. The project has a sound 
financial, operations and maintenance plan behind it, a plan endorsed by the San Diego Taxpayers 
Association and other independent organizations. The Midway will be a unique education center and 
has the support of all San Diego teacher organizations and school administrations. In light of the USS 
Cole bombing, it's all the more important that the public fully appreciate the contributions and sacrifices 
made by those in uniform. The Midway will serve that vital role. The Midway is in the right place at the 
right time. I cannot overstate my support for this project. 

Sincerely, ~ / . /" 

·; /-{I ,,._l/_~ ;;t~'~/;; ~,;/ . 
,Fred&rJcG. L 1.· (i//(/?'v v / / 

1 Program M ,IXfwtQ; Jr. , / 
anager 

Cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 

San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum 
Attn: Riley D. Mixson 
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From: Don Senda 

4036 La Jolla Village Drive 
La Jolla, CA 92037-1428 

To: Sara Wan. Chair 
California Coastal Comnussion 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
'V!alibu, CA 90265 

CC: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 

Date: 

c;o Califon11a Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Dnve, Suite I 03 
San D1ego, C A 92108-4402 

December 4, 2000 

Dear 'V!s. Wan: 
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I am an en\ ironmentalist. I am one who beli~::ves that a!..:tiuus must bt! takt:It tu a~sure that wildlife have 
adequate hab1tat so that they are not placed in peril as a direct result of human encroachment. l also believe that 
humans should take care when engagmg in any enterprise which could potentially upset the balance of nature. 

I also strongly support bringing the USS Midway to the Port of San Diego as a memorial and museum. 

Incompatible positions'' Not at all. First, we are not talking about a potential major environmental 
catastrophe here. Ships come and go from San Diego Harbor every day; the Midway would be permanently berthed 
at an already-existing pier for Navy ships. It would not be a source of pollution any more than the active ships that 
transit the harbor on a daily basis. Second, l have not seen nor heard any compelling evidence that the marine 
avians which presently take up residence in that area would be adversely affected. Third, those who believe the 
v1ew uno the harbor would be spoiled by the Midway's presence are apparently unaware of the fact that naval 
vessels have always been part of the skyline in San Diego Harbor. If anything, l feel that its magnificent presence 
would be a major enhancement. 

Finally, as one who respects the sacrifices made by the men and women of our armed forces, I think it only 
proper that a Navy town like San Diego have a world-class museum and memorial to those men and women. This 
would be a most fitting and appropriate venue not only for a military museum and war memorial, but also an 
incredible educational asset for teaching children and adults alike history, technology, and, yes, even concern for the 
environment. How easy it is for us to forget that our basic right to raise our voices for issues like the environment 
are only made possible by those who would lay down their lives in defense of that basic right. 

The :vtid,vay should . mdeerl. must .. come to San Di{"'go. It has this San Dit:>eo environm~ntalic;t's full and 
enthusiastiC support. 

/ / 1 / /'/?A-' y/;rt , ·, ~,(L) 
Don Senda 
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Sara Wan, Chair -~~- · ' 
California Coastal Commission DEC 0 ~- l:UUU 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

RE: uss Midway 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

CALIFORNIA 
CO,O.SJA~ COI\'.MISSION 

'iAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

This letter is to inform you of my support for the USS Midway 
Museum at Navy Pier as part of the San Diego Embarcadero plan. 

The United States, as a result of our unique location between two 
oceans, is a maritime nation. Our trade and resources must move on 
the seas. Wars have been fought to protect the Freedom of the Seas 
and this country stands ready to enforce that Freedom today via the 
United States Navy. 

San Diego has been and still is home to the Pacific Fleet and can 
rightly be called "A Navy Town". A carrier museum dedicated to 
that Naval history could not be located in a more apropos setting. 
An overwhelming majority of San Diegans support the museum. The 
educational and recreational opportunities that the museum will 
provide will enhance the quality of life in San Diego. In 
addition, a carrier museum will serve to educate the public about 
past, present and future Untied States and Naval history. 

The San Diego Council of the Navy League of the United States along 
with the National headquarters of the Navy League and many other 
public minded organizations are in full support of bringing this 
fine project to fruition. 

Finally, I believe that the USS Midway Museum is a worthy project 
and deserves to be part of the San Diego waterfront. 

Thank you for your support and please feel free to contact me at 
619-286-1983 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

a~!inF 
Charlie Conatser 
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---\N ""IU>O COAST DISTRICT 
Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

7825 Fay Avenue, Sw 
La Jolla, CA 92037 

Phone (858) 456-352: 
Fax (858) 456-8066 

As the official publisher for the San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau, I am writing in support of 
bringing the USS Midway to San Diego as the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum. I feel the project is 
worthy of your approval for many reasons: 

The historical significance of naval operations to San Diego. In addition to the long
standing ties between San Diego and the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, the city has played a crucial 
strategic role in our national defense. It is only appropriate that a museum honoring aircraft carriers 
be based here. The Midway, with its illustrious career from WWII to the Persian Gulf, aptly 
symbolizes the importance of the military's contributions to our nation and region. 

The educational and cultural contributions of such a facility. With its planned 
research/historical memorabilia centers and displays, touring and permanent exhibits, facilities for 
community and educational events and support from local school organizations, the carrier museum 
will bring 85 years of naval aviation to life for this and succeeding generations. 

The economic impact of the museum on tourism. San Diego's third largest industry 
stands to benefit greatly. The location at Navy Pier will add a vital component to the North 
Embarcadero, complementing the existing ships of the nearby Maritime Museum while bringing a 
new multi-dimensional destination to the waterfront. Not only will the Midway exist as an 
entertainment complex for individuals, it will also provide a unique group meeting space in proximity 
to the expanded Convention Center. 

The financial and environmental viability of the project. The proposed plan has 
already passed muster before a number of interested parties: The Navy has conditionally awarded the 
Midway to project organizers; the Port of San Diego has given its unanimous approval to the plan; a 
berth at Navy Pier has been secured; environmental impact studies completed to date have reported 
no significant negative impacts; private funding and other financing has been arranged; the plan is 
endorsed by the San Diego County Taxpayers Association, and eight out of ten Sao Diegans support 
the Midway at Navy Pier. 

The only support for the project still outstanding is yours. I urge you and the other 
commissioners to approve this plan, for the benefit of the entire region. 

cc: Coastal Commission staff 
Sal Giametta, San Diego Con Vis 

• 
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HUGH L. WEBSTER 
1237 PABELLON COURT 
SAN DIEGO. CA 92124 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

To whom it may concern: 

December 5, 2000 

I fully support the USS MIDWAY at the Navy Pier in downtown 
San Diego. The project has a sound financial operation and 
maintenance plan behind it. More importantly, it will be a 
unique education center and has the sound support of all 
San Diego teacher organizations and school administrations. 

USS MIDWAY was in commission during my military career and was 
an inspiration. Contributions and sacrifices were made every 
day by men and women in uniform. As a dedicated museum, this 
ship will continue to remind _the public of the MIDWAY and 
will serve that vital role. 

I recognize that this is the time to stand up and voice my 
support for the MIDWAY project. 

Sincerely, 

A& 
Hugh L. Webster 
National Director 
Navy League of the United States 

• 
5 December 2000 

Sara Wan, Chair 

Monahan Group, Inc. 
3511 Camino Del Rio So., Suite 307 

San Diego, California 92108 
(619) 283-3550 

California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 
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Dear Ms. Wan, 

• 

It is my understanding: that the Coastal Commission will in the near future 
consider approval of the Midway project as part of the North Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan. I am writing in support of making the USS Midway 
available to the citizens of San Diego. 

My reason for support is a very personal one. I am a retired carrier aviator 
ang departed on a carrier from San Diego for service in the Western Pacific 
in WW fi, again to the Korean ConfHct, and twice more to VietNam. For 
those of us that chose San Diego as our retirement home, we want to see our 
years of senricc to our country recognized in our Navy home. I want my 
grandchildren and their grandchildren to be able to visit a living memorial to 
the role that the Navy has played in defending the country. 

I know that there are literally thousands of San Diegans that have looked 
across tlte harbor and seen the carriers that rest there between their journeys 
to the many areas of the world. Most of them have never been able to 
actually board one of these magnificent ships and would love to have that 
opportunity now 

Many of the other forward looking cities in the country, desiring to 
remember the service the carrier navy has contributed to our country, have 
welcomed carriers to their harbors. I hope that San Diego joins that group 
and can enjoy the Midway in the city. 

Very truly yours, 

/~' t: f,f:(_/L• t:t.i~ 
(/l' l. 

Alfred E. Monahan 
Capt USN ret 
President 
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Sara Wan, Chair 

BRADLEY W. NEMETH 
9645 GRANITE: RIDGE DFIIVE:, SUITE #225 

SAN DtotOO, CAI..IF"OFINIA 92 I 23-2660 
(8581 571·2929 FAX: !8581 571·61 21 
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California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 

CAlifORNIA 
(l)n,STA.t COMMISSION 

>AN f)IEGO COAST DISTRICT 

~alibu, CA 90265 

RE: uss Midway 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

I am an attorney in private practice and also serve as Chairman of 
::he Board of Pacific Ship Repair and Fabrication, Inc. This 
letter is to inform you of my support for the USS Midway Museum at 
Navy Pier as part of the San Diego Embarcadero plan. 

As you are aware, the United States is a maritime nation. Our 
trade and resources move on the seas. The United States has gone 
to war to enforce the Freedom of the Seas and continues to enforce 
that Freedom via the United States Navy. 

San Diego is a Navy town. A museum to that Naval Heritage could 
not be located in a more fitting place. An overwhelming majority 
of San Diegans support the museum. The educational and 
recreational opportunities that the museum will provide will 
enhance the quality of life in San Diego. 

rhe location of the USS Midway Museum at Navy Pier is in support of 
the California Coast Act as contained in the California Public 
~esources Code. Section 30213 of the Resources Code provides that 
''lower cost visitor and recreation shall be ... encouraged." Due to 
the sound financial backing of the Museum and the non profit status 
)f the Museum, the Midway will be an affordable destination. 

rhe san Diego Taxpayers Association and numerous other civic 
Jrganizations have reviewed the plan and has come out in support of 
the plan. 

In summary, the Midway deserves to be part of the San Diego plan. 
It will not only serve to enhance the quality of the recreational 
~nd educational opportunities in San Diego, it will serve as a 
living monument to the men and women who sacrifice and go to sea in 

• • 

Sara Wan 
December 6, 2000 
Page 2 

our ships to ensure our freedom and way of life. 

Thank you for your support and should you have any questions, 
please feel free to give me a call. 

Sincerely, 

Bradley W. Nemeth 
ATTOFINE:Y AT lAW 

• 
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Jack C. Randall 

3751 Linda Vista Drive 
San Marcos, CA 92069 

(760) 727-1865 

Vednesday,December06,2000 
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ara Wan, Chair 
:alifomia Coastal Commission 
2350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
1alibu, CA 90265 

)ear Commissioner Wan: 

(/\IIFORNIA 
CO!•.STAI COMMISSION 

·,A,! ~w:r;o rQI\ST DISTRICT 

am asking for the support of the California Coastal Commission for the 
evelopment plans for San Diego's North Embarcadero. The San Diego 
ommunity has consistently voiced ovei"'M1elming support of the Midway at Navy 
'ier. The project has a sound financial, operations and maintenance plan behind 
. a plan endorsed by the San Diego Taxpayers Association and other 
1dependent organizations. 

s planned location alongside Navy Pier, which has berthed Navy ships since 
efore WW II is itself historic as hundreds of thousands of sailors embarked their 
hips from that very location throughout the years. 

,s this will remain a Navy Pier, no deep water berthing for commercial shipping 
till be lost to the maritime industry. In a way is in the right place at the right time. 
appreciate your time and attention. 

:incerely, 

) ... 

ack C. Randall 

:c: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
'o California Coastal Commission Staff 
575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
an Diego, CA 92108-4402 
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Sara Wan 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 92065 

DearMs. Wan 

November 28, 2000 

North Island Federal Credit Union as well as 8 out of 10 San Diegans 
enthusiastically supports the San Diego Aircraft Museum's efforts to bring the 
USS Midway to San Diego as a museum and to dock at the Navy Pier. 

This museum will be a unique education center for the schools and is 
supported by all San Diego teacher organizations and school administrations. 

The project has sound fmancial, operations and maintenance plans that have 
been endorsed by many independent organizations. 

This is going to be an outstanding tourist attraction/museum that will 
cherished by the millions of tourist that visit San Diego yearly, and will reflect 
most favorably on the military services, San Diego and California. 

I ask you to please approve the San Diego Aircraft Museum efforts to bring 
the USS Midway to San Diego. 

A copy of this letter has been sent to the Coastal Commission Staff. 

Sincerely, 

~!$ 
Senior Vice President 

• 
Post Ollice Box 8.5833 

San Diego. CA 
Call Center: 
Web Site: 

~.,. G:t 



Thomas C. Elliott 
401 EAvenue 
Coronado, CA 921 1 8 

December 7, 2000 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
C/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolillln Drive, Suite I 03 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

To whom it may concern, 

CAliFORNIA 
COASf,\L COMM:SSION 

SAN DlfG() CC•I\ST DISTRICT 

ln January 2001, the California Coastal Commission will be considering the North Embarcadero Visiouary 
Plan, which includes establishing the USS Midway as a memorial and tribute to all of those who have 
served our country faithfully, as an education center, and as a visitor attraction. 

You may have heard of Midway Magic. Most 111118ic is illusion. Pulling a rabbit out of the hat, etc. 
Midway Magic is reallllll8ic. Midway Magic was born on September IOU', 1945. Midway Magic was 
nurtured in the hearts and souis of her crew. Determination and imagination characterize Midway Magic. 

The community of San Diego has consistently voiced its support ofhaving the Midway at Navy Pier. Tbey 
have felt the Magic. The project has a sound environmental, financial, operational, and maintenance plan. 
The Corporate and individual supporters have felt the Magic. 

Imagine a plllce where the children of San Diego can go to experience Naval History, utilize the archives, 
and sttend classes at the education center. Imagine a place where the visitors to San Diego line up to 
experience history and view a collection of naval memorabilill second to none. 

We have already imagined it and it is the right thing at the right time. We have the determination to see it 
through. There are no ticket guaranties involved. No empty lots where ll ball field may stand one day. 
There IS a ship standing by to continue its place in history. Won't you please feel the "Magic"? 

~
ly, . 

;~z; ?%'7 /·r:;:~-
c. Eni'ott C/j 

ce: Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 
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December 7. 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan. Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

RE: The USS Midway 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

CALIFORNIA 
_ COASTAl COMMI5SION 
::,.t.,N DIEGO (~DISTRICT 

cot' 

I would like you to know that I support the efforts of the North Embarcadero 
Visionary Planners in bringing the USS Midway to San Diego's Navy Pier. 1 truly 
believe that the economic impact generated by her presence will have a 
profound affect on our city. As an active member in San Diego's special events 
industry I view the addition of the Midway not only as a major attraction for 
tourism, but also as a unique event site for the meetings and conventions 
industry. 

My wife is a local schoolteacher who also understands and supports the Midway 
project. Together we believe this floating museum can act as an educational 
center and historical timepiece. 

Finally. San Diego has a deep appreciation for the military and their contributions 
to our country and our great city. I support those who want to make this 
legendary vessel a tribute to all in uniform that have sacrificed. 

Sincerely. 

~ 
Pierre Charmasson. CMP 

www.proeventsolutions.com 

3467 Noell Street Son Diego, CA 92110 phone (619) 661·0209 fa. 299-5997 
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December 6, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan 
Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, California 92065 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

DEC 0 illuu 
CALIFORNL•\ 

COASTAL CO,'t.MlSSION 
'>i\N D'ECO COAST DISTRICT 

I understand that during the week of 8 January 2001, the California Coastal Commission will 
consider the berthing of the USS Midway as part of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

As a retired Marine who gave this country thirty faithful years of service, I would like to express my 
desires to see the USS Midway as part of the great city of San Diego. I believe that she will enhance the 
city's tour industry and serve as a permanent education center for those who will see her. 

Since San Diego is a military town, with both active and retired families, I know the families would also 
appreciate seeing this historical symbol as a floating museum that served this country for five decades. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration regartling the matter. 

Sincerely, 

s~~ 
Vice President 
CACI, Field Services Pacific, Inc. 

cc: San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum 
Attn: Riley D. Mixson 
1355 North Harbor Drive 
San Diego, California 92101 

North Embarcadero Vis.ionary Plan 
C/0 California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, California 92108 

CACI International inc and Subsidiary Companies 
San Diego Offices • 1101 Camino Del Rio South • Suite 550 • San Diego, California 92108 • (619) 293-708417085 • Fax (619); 
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December 5, 2000 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 92065 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

• 
LOCKHEED MARTIN 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMiS:;ION 

·).<\N OifGO COAST DISTRICT 

On behalf of the Lockheed Martin Corporation, we support having USS Midway at the 
Navy Pier downtown San Diego. It will be a unique training and education center for the 
children of San Diego and all of the visitors to our fine city. We believe that the project 
has a sound financial, operations and maintenance plan behind it 

We think that the public needs to fully appreciate the contnbutions and sacrifices made 
every day by those men and women in uniform. We feel that the Midway would serve 
that role. While we remain optimistic, we recognize this is the time for individuals and 
organizations to stand up and voice their support for the Midway Project. We at 
Lockheed Martin absolutely support the Midway Project. 

Sincerely, 

~· 
Executive Manager 
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'il Wan, Chair 

Captain .J. C. Ensch, USN (Ret.) 
3448 Villanova A venue 
San Diego, CA 92122 

lirornia Coastal Commission 
1)0 Carbon Mesa Rd. DEC 0 8 ZUuU 
dibu. CA 1)02(15 

arMs. Wan. 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

'iAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

n wnllng to express my strong support lor the proposal to establish the ex-USS M!DWA Y as 
crmanenl education center, patriotic tribute ami visitor atlraction at the Navy Pier in San 
:go as a part of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. San Diego is the "Birth Place of 
val Aviation." Therefore, it is most appropriate that an aircraft carrier named for the battle that 
ned the tide for victory in the Paci fie during World War II should serve as a 
:1indcr of the sacri lices and triumphs of the patriots who have deployed from San Diego to 
;ure our nation's n·ccdom. 

c citizenry or San Diego has consistently expressed its support of the Midway being placed at 
vy Pier. The San Diego Taxpayers Association and other independent organizations have 
lorsed the project as having a sound financial, operations and maintenance plan. San Diego 
cher organizations and school administrations support the project as a unique education center 
1ortunity. Midway will become a popular visitor attraction in a city with a rich maritime, 
ation and U. S. Navy history and will provide appropriate synergism with the Navy 
mecpp1ing Statue and the aircraft carrier and Naval task force monuments already in place 
ng the embarcadero. Since it will be located at the Navy Pier there will be no loss 
tcr berthing to the San Diego maritime industry. 

1i!e I feel very strongly that the Midway will be a definite asset to San Diego and California, 
he spirit of full disclosure, I must also acknowledge a personal relationship with the Midway. 
vas from the flight deck of the USS MIDWAY in May of 1972 that I launched on a combat 
;sion, which culminated in a fierce dogfight with six MIGs over North Vietnam. My pilot and 
tot down two of the MIGs and were awarded the Navy Cross for our action. It was from that 
11e night deck in August of i 972 that !launched on another combat mission during which I 
>shot down and became a POW in North Vietnam for the remainder of the war. 

. Wm1, I ask that you consider favorably supporting the Midway project as part of the North 
1barcaderg_Yisionary Plan for San Diego. Thank you. 

f~~ 
:;;nsch 

1Lai1~ USN (Ret.} 

ny to: Calirornia Coastal Commission Staff 
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December 6, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

(I'':.,Llf-Ui-!N!A 
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On behalf of San Diego's dynamic visitor industry, I urge your approval of the USS 
Midway project as outlined in the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. The Midway will 
make a welcome addition to our waterfront and provide a much-needed tribute to the 
thousands of former and current military personnel who reside or have served in San 
Diego over the years. 

In addition, the carrier museum will add significantly to San Diego's glowing reputation 
as one of the world's most desirable visitor destinations. As you may know, tourism is 
our county's third largest industry, generating approximately $5 billion annually for our 
local economy and providing more than 150,000 jobs for San Diego area residents. 

The project, which enjoys tremendous support among a broad cross section of San 
Diegans, as well as numerous civic, service and academic organizations, will include 
historical memorabilia, a research center and facilities for community and educational 
events. In sum, the Midway will bring 85 years of naval aviation history to life for the 
enjoyment of San Diego's visitors and residents alike. 

Again, on behalf of the San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau and our region's visitor 
industry, I urge your support and approval of the USS Midway project proposed for 
Navy Field. Should you or your staff have any questions regarding the financial or 
environmental viability of this unique project, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(619) 557-2831 . 

Sincerely, 

rfl.ul~·~ 
Reint Reinders, CHA 
President & CEO 

RRISG/cm 

401 B Slreel, Suile 1400, Son Diego, (A 92101·4237 • Telephone (619) 132·3101• Fox (619) 696-937! 
Internet: http://www.sondiego.org • f·Mail: sunshine@sdcvb.org 
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Ronald 0. Brown 
9964 Bourbon Court, San Diego, CA 92131-180 I 858 578-3274 ronbrown@uscg.net 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Slaff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

December 2, 2000 
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Dear Sir or Madame: 

I am writing to you to voice my strong support for the (now decommissioned) USS Midway being permanently 
moored in San Diego at Navy Pier. I earnestly believe that this attraction will greatly benefit the citizens of San 
Diego, both as a uemendous tourist attraction and as a museum. Most of all, it will serve as a tribute to those who 
bravely defended America during WWII and subsequent conflicts. The Midway will be a unique education center 
and carries the support of all San Diego Teacher organizations and school administrators. In San Diego, the project 
has the backing of nearly 80% of those polled. 

It is my understanding that those who are spear-heading this project have fulfilled all of the financial, operational 
and maintenance requirements needed to bring the Midway to San Diego. The plan is endorsed by the San Diego 
Taxpayers Association and many other independent organizations. 

I am a thirty-three year resident of San Diego. I retired this year as a sergeant from the San Police Department with 
twenty-three years of service, and currently serve as a commander in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve (four years 
active duty and twenty-six years reserve). I believe my experience and involvement in the community have given 
me a good perspective on issues concerning this wonderful city. The acquisition of the USS Midway is uuly a 
unique opportunity for the San Diego and I urge you to approve the plan. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at the phone number or address listed above. 

Copy: Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Sincerely, 

Q~-.----
Ronald 0. Brown 
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December06,2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 
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The San Diego community has consistently voiced overwhelming support 
of the Midway at Navy Pier. In independent surveys, 8 of 10 San Diegans 
support the Midway at Navy Pier. 

The project has a sound financial, operations and maintenance plan behind 
it, a plan endorsed by the San Diego County Taxpayers Association and 
other independent organizations. The Midway 'will be a unique education 
center and has the support of San Diego teacher organizations and school 
administrators. 

In light of the USS Cole bombing, it's all the more important that the public 
fully appreciate the contributions and sacrifices made by those in uniform. 
The Midway will serve that vital role. 

In addition to serving as a tribute to the military, the Midway project will 
make a welcome addition to the San Diego's visitor and convention and 
meetings industry, serving not only as a major new attraction, but also as 
an event site for visiting convention groups. 

Sincerely, 

~~lwi-
City Manager 

Cc: Coastal Commission Staff 

San Die~u International Airporl. 2;~75 Airlane Road. San Diego, California 92101 



December 6. 2000 

Sara Wan. Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

CDR David W. Bullard 
11483 Ash Creek Place 
San Diego, CA 92131-3754 

?· 
~. i 
~.l 

C.\! !FO~~r{;,t 
(0ASi.r•.:. CCt~~M~SSIOt4 

SA.~J f)lEGO CUAc;T DISTRICT 

I am writing to solicit your support of the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum's siting plan for 
the USS MJDWAY at Navy Pier in San Diego. 1 can't think of a better tribute to San Diego's 
proud heritage as the west coast's premier Navy home port than having MIDWAY 
pennanently home ported here. For the thousands of proud veterans who make their home in 
San Diego, this would be a fitting reward for dedicated service to their country and fellow 
citizens. 

In addition to the tremendous educational benefit of having an aircraft carrier open to the 
public for tours and educational programs, the value to San Diego as a tourist attraction would 
be immeasurable. I also believe that the MIDWAY would serve exceptionally well for 
reunions and gatherings of professional organizations dedicated to the support of the US. 
Navy, such as the Navy League, Navy Sea Cadets, Navy ROTC training programs, to name a 
few. 

San Diego has played an integral role in the history of the Pacific Fleet, and will continue to 
do so in the future. Siting the USS MJDW A Y in San Diego as an aircraft carrier museum 
would greatly enhance San Diego's position as the cradle of the Pacific Fleet and would be a 
fitting tribute to San Diego's veterans and active duty military alike. Please give this 
worthwhile project your strongest consideration and support! 

Gratefully, 

David W. Bullard 
CDR, USNR Retired 

cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 

• • 

December 7, 2000 

RE: USS Midway 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

DEC 0 2Uuu 
CALIFORNI,A. 

COASTM (OMI.,..lS5lON 
•AN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

12425 Rue Cheaumont 
San Diego, CA 92131 

Please consider this letter a strong Yes vote for the USS Midway project. 

As a long time San Diego resident, I recognize the past, present and future role the 
military has played in our community. I also understand the importance of the 
Tourism Industry to our economy. 

The USS Midway project honors our military heritage while concurrently providing a 
driver for our tourism engine. 

I'm told 8 out of 1 0 San Diegans endorse this project. If that many residents favor it, 
then surely the project will benefit not only our community members but also the 
important visitor's who fuel our economic engine without fouling our bay and 
waterfront. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

~ 
Scott E Hermes, CMP 

CC: California Coastal Commission Staff 

• 

• 
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December 6, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 
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l write today on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Mission Valley Tourism Council, a non· 
profit, mutual benefit corporation dedicated to delivering a quality guest experience to visitors to 
Mission Valley and to the entire San Diego Region. Mission Valley Tourism Council represents 
28 separate lodging establishments, with over 6,000 hotel rooms delivering over $14 million in 
Transient Occupancy Taxes annually to the City of San Diego. 

The Board of Director of the Mission Valley Tourism Council unanimously supports the 
establishment of the USS Midway as a permanent education center, visitor attraction and milital) 
tribute on San Diego Bay. We concur with the vast majority of San Diegans in our support for th• 
placement of the USS Midway at the Navy Pier. 

There is no more fitting home for the USS Midway than San Diego, a community with a rich 
naval heritage. The freedom we enjoy today was defended and preserved by the officers and ere\\ 
of the USS Midway and other ships like her. She will stand in tribute to our liberty, guaranteed b) 
the significant sacrifice of many. And she will serve as a unique educational center and hands-on 
learning experience for the children of our community. The USS Midway project has the support 
of San Diego teacher organizations and numerous school administrators. 

Of overriding importance to our organization is that the USS Midway will be an important new 
addition to the local visitor industry. As a new attraction, the USS Midway will serve individual 
travelers and families as well as meeting and convention groups. Whether called an attraction, 
education center, or lasting tribute, a facility such as the proposed USS Midway project is long 
overdue in the great Navy town of San Diego. We respectfully request the approval of this project 
as presented before the California Coastal Commission. 

~~ 
Michael H. McDowell, Executive Director 
Mission Valley Tourism Council 
Mission Valley, San Diego, California 

Cc: Mission Valley Tourism Council Board of Directors 
San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau 
California Coastal Commission Staff 
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December 7, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 92065 

Dear Ms. Wan, 
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Please add the support of Lex Lyon and Enjoy California Enterprises to the U.S.S. Midway 
Project As a destination management company based in San Diego since 1977, I have seen few 
attractions that have elicited as much excitement as this retired aircraft carrier. 

In San Diego, there are few venues that can be utilized for groups over 350 people, especially in 
our cold weather-wet months of November ApriL The U.S.S. Midway will provide a covered 
site that is educational, informative and which is a tribute to the men and women who have 
served in the U.S. Navy. 

The San Diego tourist community is not the only segment backing this project. It is our 
understanding that almost 8 out of 10 San Diegans support the project at Navy Pier. And why 
not, it adds another important facet to our community while having a sound financial plan 
supporting it. 

We hope that you will give this plan the full consideration that it deserves. I Sl"''."'ly, 

k0t-
LL/gmr 
cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
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Scott McGaugh- Executive Vice President, U.S.S. Midway Project 
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San Diego County Hispanic Chamber of Com me; 

December 7, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan. Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 
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The San Diego County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (SDCHCC) supports 
establishing the USS-Midway as a permanent education center and tribute to the 
men and women who served their country. 

As a business organization, we appreciate the project's sound fiscal and 
operational plan. Moreover, as the demographics of the entire military have 
changed, the Hispanic community plays a critical role in the defense of the 
country. It is appropriate that the USS-Midway be present as a center to honor 
the many Hispanics that have served, and will continue to serve, their country 

t;t~~r~• w ~""' "(619) 702-0790 

Robert Villarreal 
Executive Director 

Cc: Coastal Commission Staff 
SDCHCC Board of Directors 

\venue, Suite 550 .go, California 92101 • 619-702-0790 • Fax: 619-696-3282 • www.sdc 
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tra Wan 
.tlifornia Coastal Commission 
:350 Carbon Mesa Rd 
:alibu. CA 90265 

reetings, 

( c·. ~-/ 

K. N. "Dutch'' Rauch 
Box 1730 

Vienna, VA 22180 
301-757-9646 (Cell) 703-627-7811 

2 December 2000 

1ave recently learned you will soon consider establishing ex-USS MIDWAY in San Diego, where 
1e will serve as both a pern1anent education and visitor attraction center and tribute to both the 
1d the Navy. I am writing to provide my strongest possible endorsement for such an undertaking. 

., a forn1er MIDWAY sailor, a career Naval Aviator and former San Diego resident, I can think of no 
ner project than one that will bring such a positive asset as ex-MIDA Y to the public, especially in 
m Diego. San Diego is a uniquely multi-cultural and multi-interest town- and it has always been a 
avy Town. This effort provides very fitting testimony to that vital Navy link. 

'now the support for this effort is strong, starting with sound fiscal and operations/maintenance 
ans, all endorsed by the San Diego Taxpayers Association and many other, independent 
ganizations. More, the local educational organizations and schools have all expressed their support, 
lturally and especially for the educational aspects ex-MIDWAY will provide. Special interest groups 
ide, the San Diego Community as a whole have voiced overwhelming support, the latest expression 
:ing more than 80% in favor. 

1is project also extends far beyond the inward-looking aspects of establishing ex-MIDWAY as an 
!ucation and visitor attraction. Even more important, it will give a dignified home to a gallant 
arrior, which will forever honor its service, the countless thousands who have served in her and the 
hole of the Naval Service. 

nost strongly support the establishment of ex-MIDWAY in San Diego and hope to be one of her first 
sitors I trulv look forward to the opportunity to be abpard my old "home" next I am in San Diego. 

opy to: North Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan 

I wish you the very best in this noble effort, 

K. N. ''Dutch" Rauch 
Captain, US Navy (ret) 

• • 
DEC 1 l ZUUJ K. N. "Dutch" Rauch . 

Box 1730 
c.A.llfORNIA v· VA ,.,? 180 

2 December 2000 
CGA:;T/Il COMMISSION 1enna, --

.\ri ·~n"'"(!W)SJ~P757-9646 (Cell) 703-627-7811 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite I 03 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

Greetings, 

I am pleased and proud to provide a copy of my letter to Sara Wan, which states my strongest possible 
endorsement tor bringing ex-MIDWAY to San Diego. 

This is a most worthy project and I wish you God speed in completing it. 

Most sincerely, . .., 
~""'-::::- ..-,. 

<::. 
K. N. "Dutch" Rauch 
Captain, US Navy (ret) 
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December 7, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 
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I am writing to you today to ask for your support to establish the ex-USS Midway as a permanent 
education center, tnoute and visitor attraction in San Diego. As you may be aware, the San 
Diego community has consistently voiced overwhelming support of the USS Midway at Navy 
Pier, with 8 out of 10 San Diegans supporting the project 

The proposed San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum will not produce significant environmental 
impacts that cannot be mitigated, according to the draft EIR for the entire North Embarcadero. 
In additio~ the project has a sound financial, operations and maintenance plan behind it. 

In light of the recent USS Cole bombing, it's all the more important that the public fully 
appreciates the contributions and sacrifices made by those in uniform. In addition to serving as a 
tribute to the military, the USS Midway project will make a welcome addition to San Diego's 
visitor, convention and meetings industry. The site will not only serve as a major new attraction, 
but also as an event site for visiting convention groups. The USS Midway will also serve as a 
unique education center, and has the support of San Diego teacher organizations and school 
administrators. 

In closing, I encourage you to join the San Diego County Taxpayers Association and other 
independent organizations that have endorsed the USS Midway project as part of the North 
Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

Sincerely, 

~e-·.!;~:~it 
Dominiqu . Alessio 
Director f Community Relations 

Cc: Coastal Commission Staff 
San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau 

LIQUID COURT • SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92121 • {619) 452-2300 • FAX {619) 
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December 5, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

~ 
EPISCOPAL 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

On behalf of Episcopal Community Services (ECS), I wish to 
lend my support to the campaign to establish a permanent 
education and visitor center on the ex- USS Midway in San 
Diego. 

This plan has the support of numerous independent 
organizations, as well as that of San Diego teachers' associations 
and school administrators. We at ECS believe that such a center 
will further enhance education in our city, and serve as a fitting 
tribute to the members of the armed forces who have been a 
vital part of our community throughout its history. 

;;t;;;&./L~ 
Robert B. Morris 
Vice President, Development 

cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 
San Diego Convention and Visitors Bureau 

ECSAdmlnlstrad\'eCcnter•3565SeventhAvenuel-·-" 
Post Oftlcc Box 33168 • San Diego, Calitbmia 92163-3168 0 

TEL 619-26Ga100 •FAX 619-:z60.8101 .. _-;....,. 
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December 5, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 
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I am writing in support of the ex-USS Midway as a permanent education center, 
tribute and visitor attraction in San Diego at Navy Pier. The Midway will be a unique 
education center and has the support of the San Diego teacher organizations and 
school administrators. 

The Midway project will enhance the attractions in San Diego and benefit our local 
economy serving as a unique tool for our San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
It will not only serve as a major new attraction, but also as an event site for visiting 
convention groups. 

Please include my vote of support in approving this worthwhile venture. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Joyce M. Gattas, Dean 

JG:dm 

Cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 
Sal Giametta, Vice President of Community Relations, 
San Diego Convention and Visitors Bureau 

• .-· 
Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, Ca. 90265 

Re: USS Midway Museum 

Dear Ms. Wan, 
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December 7, 2000 

As a businessman who spent 25 years involved with the redevelopment of Downtown 
San Diego, as well as an ex-Naval Officer, I am excited with the prospect that your 
Commission will soon approve the Midway Museum at Navy Pier. 

While my principal residence is in Los Angeles, I have for most of my adult life envied 
The coastal communities of San Francisco and San Diego. While at Berkeley, in the late 
60's, I was concerned with the preservation of the bay, aware of the Navy's presence at 
Alameda, Hunter's Point, Treasure Island and Vallejo. What the Bay Cities and Navy 
have accomplished since then is remarkable. This includes a Carrier Museum at 
Alameda, such as ones in New York and Charleston. 

Now, after much planning and community support, the City of San Diego is ready for 
their museum. It is very fitting for this "Navy Town" to have this remarkable 
opportunity; both because of the thousands of retired Naval Personnel here, but also 
because the U.S.S. Midway was stationed here. 

Fifty-nine years ago today, my father was a ship's clerk in the U.S. Navy. Fifteen years 
later he had risen to become "Air Boss" on the Midway's sister ship U.S.S. Roosevelt. 
What a wonderful opportunity we have to pay tribute to all of the men, such as my father, 
who served their country in the United States Navy throughout it's glorious past. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Alan Kirkpatrick / 
cc. Coastal Commission Staff ~/"" 

San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum 
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December 7, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 
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I am writing to you today to ask for your support to establish the ex-USS Midway as a permanent 
education center, tribute and visitor attraction in San Diego. 

As you may be aware, the San Diego community has consistently voiced overwhelming support 
of the USS Midway at Navy Pier, as part of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. Independent 
studies have shown that 8 out of 10 San Diegans support the USS Midway at Navy Pier. 

The USS Midway will also serve as a unique education center, and has the support of San Diego 
teacher organizations and school administrators. In light of the recent USS Cole bombing, it's 
all the more important that the public fully appreciates the contributions and sacrifices made by 
those in uniform. 

In addition to serving as a tribute to the military, the USS Midway project will make a welcome 
addition to San Diego's visitor, convention and meetings industry. The site will not only serve 
as a major new attraction. but also as an event site for visiting convention groups. 

The proposed San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum will not produce significant environmental 
impacts that cannot be mitigated. according to the draft EIR for the entire North Embarcadero. 
In addition. the project has a sound financial, operations and maintenance plan behind it. 

In closing, I encourage you to join the San Diego County Taxpayers Association and other 
independent organizations that have endorsed the USS Midway project. 

Sincerely, 

<J4L 
Patrick Connors 
Vice President, Marketing 

Cc: Coastal Commission Staff 
San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau 

8870 LIQUI. • SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92121 • (619) 452·2300 • FAX (619) 452·9043 • 
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December 5, 2000 

Ms. Sara W au, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 
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I am writing to you today to ask for your support to establish the ex-USS Midway as a permanent 
education center, tribute and visitor attraction in San Diego. 

As you may be aware, the San Diego community has consistently voiced overwhelming support 
of the USS Midway at Navy Pier, as part of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. Independent 
studies have shown that 8 out of 10 San Diegans support the USS Midway at Navy Pier. 

The USS Midway will also serve as a unique education center, and has the support of San Diego 
teacher organizations and school administrators. In light of the recent USS Cole bombing, it's 
all the more important that the public fully appreciates the contributions and sacrifices made by 
those in uniform. 

In addition to serving as a tribute to the military, the USS Midway project will make a welcome 
addition to San Diego's visitor, convention and meetings industxy. The site will not only serve 
as a major new attraction. but also as an event site for visiting convention groups. 

The proposed San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum will not produce significant environmental 
impacts that cannot be mitigated, according to the draft EIR for the entire North Embarcadero. 
In addition. the project has a sound fmancial, operations and maintenance plan behind it 

In closing, I encourage you to join the San Diego County Taxpayers Association and other 
independent organizations that have endorsed the USS Midway project. 

Sincerely, 

M~4~ 
/Ron Fowler 

I President I CEO 

Cc: Coastal Commission Staff 
San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau 

8870 Liquid Court • San Diego, California 92121 • {858} 452-2300 • Fax {858} 452-9043 
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OCT 1 6 2000 
CALIFORNIA 

California Coastal Commission COASTAL COMMi$SIC·H 
3111 Camino Del Rio North, #200 ;;AN DIEGO COAST DISTRi<..f 

San Diego, CA 92108 

Dear Members of the California Coastal Commission: 

Subject: NORTH EMBARCADERO ALLIANCE VISIONARY PLAN 

AG 260, LEG 460 (PC 30100) 

The North Embarcadero Visionary Plan proposes to redevelop existing areas within the 
North Embarcadero with a variety of uses and amenities that wilt attract people to the downtown 
San Diego waterfront Access to this redevelopment area is critical to the success of the project 
There is currently a high level of public transit service, both bus and light rail, to the North Embarcadero 
area-and we envision more transit service as the area redevelops. 

As a result, public transit can, and will have to, play a significant role in providing access to the 
North Embarcadero redevelopment plan. When the North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary Plan item 
comes before the Coastal Commission, we are requesting that the Commission endorse incorporation 
of transit facilities and services into the North Embarcadero Project. 

The San Diego Metropolitan Transit Development Board {MTDB) has been working with the 
North Embarcadero Alliance to ensure that facilities for public transit, particularly bus terminal facilities 
within the plan area, are integrated into the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. Currently, 23 bus 
routes, the San Diego Trolley, and the Coaster Commuter Rail directly serve the North Embarcadero 
Plan area. These services radiate out from the waterfront and travel throughout the region. Many of 
these routes serve outlying park-and-ride facilities that could be used as remote parking for 
Embarcadero redevelopment, negating the need for expansive parking facilities in the Embarcadero 
area. Since 18 of the 23 routes serving the area terminate there, full accommodation of bus terminal 
facilities (either on- or off-street) will need to be part of the Visionary Plan design. 

Integration of transit into the plan and redevelopment project will provide a viable alternative to the 
automobile for access to the Embarcadero and can help address parking and traffic issues associated 
with the Plan. In the past, the Coastal Commission has shown an interest in promoting alternative 
modes of transportation to coastal areas to reduce traffic and parking impacts and to provide public 
access to the coastal resources. Ensuring and promoting public transit in the North Embarcadero 
redevelopment area will support the Coastal Commission's access and coastal preservation goals. 

California Coastal Commission 
September 28, 2000 
Page 2 

We are looking forward to working with the North Embarcadero Alliance to incorporate transit facilities 
into the Visionary Plan to support access to the area. We therefore seek Coastal Commission 
endorsement of transit as a viable and necessary component of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

. ·-\ / ..,...r 1:/ / .:1.,.,.. 
~::Y ~~-~:-; ~ ~, 

' ....... ~ / .- / Ch~~m.~ ~~ / apman 
(__.../ / 

. BStoke 
L-COASTALCOM.TBATES 

cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan Alliance 
Alexandria Elias, CCDC 
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December 6, 2000 

Sara Wan, Chair 
CaLifornia Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Re: Midway Project 

DearMs Wan: 
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This letter is to indicate my support for the subject project. 

The Midway will serve as an educational tool for students and 
public alike. It will remind those who tour her of the role San 
Diego played in supporting our military and the contributions and 
sacrifices made in the name of freedom. 

It is a worthy project. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

S)dc£/ 
Dick Long OAf 
President 

• 

Sara Wan. Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mt:sa Rd. 
Malibu. CA 90265 
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December I 0. 2000 

Several years ago the community of San Diego came together under the leadership of City, County, Port 
District and US Navy officials as well as San Diego's Center City Development Corporation, to forge a 
regional government solution for land use along San Diego's North Embarcadero. After rough, hard and 
long battles and negotiations, this multi-governmemal body forged a vision consistent with what the 
Alliance found to represent the highest and best use of our land along the waterfront: creation of a maritime 
museum with the retired USS Midway was one of the cornerstones of that vision. 

It is important to note that the land area surrounding the designated berth for the Aircraft Carrier Museum 
is currently a park/promenade dedicated solely to Naval history. There are currently three monuments in 
the tree lined park dedicated to this historic Navy area. One is a granite memorial to the Naval heroes 
involved in the Battle ofLeyte Gulf; another is a wonderful depiction of a sailor's homecoming to Navy Pier 
with the sailor, his wife and children; and the third and last monument is an obelisk, dedicated as the Aircraft 
Carrier Memorial with a saluting sailor- how fitting that it sits immediately in front of the Navy pier agreed 
upon by the Alliance for the Aircraft Carrier Museum. 

There are many reasons, of which you are no doubt aware, for keeping this first project of the visionary plan 
intact. It is very popular with the people of San Diego, 800/o believe the view of a Navy ship at "Navy Pier" 
IS. the view; the project is financially sound and will bring environmentally friendly commerce to the 
waterfront; and it will be an invaluable education venue for students and American families. But, in my 
opinion, the most significant reason to support the Aircraft Carrier Museum is its symbolism. It symbolizes 
freedom, patriotism and our clterished way of life. Sure it may deter the view a little, but, by the same 
token, so does the Statue of Liberty in New York harbor, the USS Constitution in Boston, the Liberty Bell 
in Philadelphia and the beautiful memorial monument vvorsha.dowing the USS Arizona ir. Honolulu. The 
view of 'freedom" is important to all Americans - let's preserve iL 

Please support the San Diego North Embarcadero Visionary Plan - especially the Aircraft Carrier Museum 
embodied in the USS Midway. 

Sincerely, 

~s{::;~.L~ 
President 

General Reservatlonll: ~ ~ c-~elatlonll: 1-800-9SHUTrl..E (1-800.974·8885) (858} 505-4996 

Prl.m Luxury Sedan & Llmooslne CLC>f£g ~Inc. Safely ~1: 
1-888-9--CLASstC (1-883·925·2774) San Diego, CA 921l0 7 1·877-4 MY BOSS (1·871-469·2677) 
Motor c_.. Seoice: Coq>orate: (858) 505-4950 Ea!!>Joyment: 
1-877-RIDE TilE CLOUD (1-877-743-31!43) \1 Fax: (619) 574-8050 II (8Sl!l574-8063 
Gro~~pSales: (858)505-4900 bttp(/fwww.cloud9shuttle.com 0 PSC-TCP9S12-P ICC·MC276299-C 
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OLD TOWN TROLLEY TOURS 

•; A Subsidiary of Historic Tours of America • The Nation's Storyteller. www.historictours.com 
® 2115 Kurtz Street • San Diego, CA 92110 • (619) 298-8687 • Fax: (619) 298-3404 

December 12,2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Commissioner Wan: 
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l am writing this letter to give full support to the San Diego Aircraft Museum and the proposal 

known as the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

Old Town Trolley Tours of San Diego is a subsidiary of Historic Tours of America, which is 
presently the largest privately owned operator of specialty vehicles in the nation. As exhibited 
with our Boston Tea Party Ship on Boston Harbor, our mission is to tell the nation's story from 
the perspective of each individual city we operate in. Since 1989, we have toured literally 
millions of guests on our historic trolley tours of San Diego since 1989. In addition, under an 
exclusive permit with the United States Navy, we presently operate Military Base Tours of Naval 
Station San Diego, Naval Station Coronado, and Naval Station Point Loma. 

Today, San Diego is the Largest Military Complex in the world. San Diego is also the historic 
root of US Naval Aviation. The first American aircraft carrier, the U.S.S. Langley CVI, was 
stationed here in San Diego. In addition, the first American naval aviator, T.G. Ellison, was 
trained and certified right here on North Island Naval Air Station. Throughout modern history, a 
large percentage of our nation's naval personnel trained here in San Diego. For all of this historic 
significance, however, San Diego surprisingly does not have a living museum to give a suitable 
tribute to our City's most significant contribution to our country. 

With this background, we can unequivocally say that San Diego is the right location for the 
Midway and its designated site on the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan is the ideal location for 
this treasure. For the last eight years the Midway Aircraft Carrier Group nad wori<cd diiig.:miy to 
bring this museum here. They have interfaced with the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 
They have qualified in every requirement of the U.S. Navy. They have complied with all of the 
Federal, State and local environmental requirements. They have even received the unanimous 
endorsement of the San Diego Unified Port Commissioners. They have raised over $5 million in 
cash, pledges and loans, and have over 86% of San Diegan's support. 

With the final milestone of the California Coastal Commission review approaching, we 
respectfully urge your approval of the Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum and the North 

~mbarcadero Visionary Plan. 

Sincerely, 

/\~~"~..=\· 
Lorm Dai Ming Stewart 
General Manager 

Boston • Cambridge • Key West • San Diego • Savannah • Washington 
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December 11, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 
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I respectfully ask for your support in bringing The Midway to San Diego to serve as a 
Naval Aviation Museum. 

With The Midway in San Diego a wondrous educational venue will be readily accessible 
to the children of California. 

The North Embarcadero Visionary Plan should receive its final approval from your 
committee. It is my earnest prayer that you lead The Coastal Commission in giving its 
final approval to moor T. he MisiwaJ at the south side of Navy Pier. 

~ 
... ~~:/ -
/~ / 

Very ~ ~ . .Jf 
/ "/~4eL~~r 

/C:! c&w"" 
/ Dr. Warren G. Cormier 

Special Consultant 

Cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
C/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Dr., Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108 

David Flohr 
1852 Circa Del Cielo Drive 
El Cajon, CA 92040 

701 B Street, Suite 236 • San Diego, Califomia 92101 



-----, 

.,_ ... , 

December 12, 2000 
'l.<;.j 

i1.} 

DCC 1 8 2Uuj 
CAliFORNIA 

COii~TM COMI.1lSSION 
i ,::r C)AST DISTRICT 

SARA WAN, CHAIRPERSON 
CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairperson, 

San Diego has been a "NAVY" town for almost one 
hundred years. Sadly, not at anytime in that 
period have Americans who came to San Diego been 
given an opportunity to touch and feel the ethos 
of the shipboard or carrier experience, as lived 
by millions of Americans in five international 
episodes. Where else but San Diego should this 
opportunity be made available? As a City greatly 
flavored by the Navy and Navy personell, huge 
local satisfaction will result. But there are 
millions of would be visitors to 
San Diego who will come, visit and thereafter 
understand and be forever touched by their day 
aboard the MIDWAY. And their experience will 
touch thousands of others. 

Please honor the Navy, those who have served 
and our great "NAVY" town by moving the 
Midwasy to Navy pier forthwith. 

~==,~~ 
Ja~ G.-••• ; • 

• • 
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December 11, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

San Diego Marriott Hotel & Marina 

CAlifORNIA 
COA'31 "d COMMISSION 

'>·~H i C:OAST DISTRICT 

333 West Harbor C 
San Diego, CA 921· 

Ray Warren 
General Manager 
619/230-8900 
619/230-8996 Fax 

In January 2001 I understand the California Coastal Commission will be 
considering the USS Midway as part of the North Embarcadero Visionary 
Plan. 

As General Manager of the San Diego Marriott Hotel & Marina I fully 
support this project at Navy Pier. It will be a unique attraction and education 
center for all of our guests to enjoy as well as the entire San Diego 
community. 

Thank you for your consideration in bringing the ex-USS Midway to San 
Diego. 

~ Ray~arren ~ 
General Manager 

RW/peb 
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James W. Gavin 

December 12,2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Madam Chairperson 
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The Gavin family would like to take this opportunity to express our support for the 
proposed USS Midway Museum in San Diego Bay. 

What better way to recognize the many contributions ofNaval Aviation to Southern 
California and San Diego than a carrier museum? Many generations of Californians have 
benefited from the military presence in our state and we feel that the USS Midway 
presents a wonderful opportunity to begin preserving some of that heritage for future 
generations. 

I have had the opportunity to visit two existing carrier museums, the USS Intrepid in 
New York and the USS Lexington in Corpus Christi and have experienced first hand, the 
reactions of the visitors, young and old. There is something wonderful listing to the 
recollections of older generations being passed on to wide-eyed youngsters, or watching 
teen-agers from the inner city, fascinated, actually walking around, onboard, a real 
aircraft carrier complete with airplanes. 

The carrier represents a real live exhibit, affordable, educational entertainment for the 
whole family. An exhibit where the visitor can actually feel the history that has taken 
place there. Unlike the sterile environment of most traditional museums, the carrier 
allows the individual visitor, young and old alike to vicariously participate in her history. 

Having reviewed the proposed San Diego North Embarcadero Visionary Plan and the 
location of the USS .Midway therein, we feel that is compatible and complimentary to the 
overall plan. 

As a matter of record, neither my wife, or I, are present or former Naval Aviators, just 
concerned coastal inhabitants that would like to see a proper tribute to the contribution of 
the men and women past and present who have served their country. 

Thank y~for your consideration in this matter. 
/ 

l~-/ ... ~~. 
James W. Gavin -

( · fac I California Coastal Commission Staff 

P() 'Rnv 1 'i?Q- Rancho Santa Fe, Ca 92067-858-756-4645 phone/fax 

• 
Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Gaylord L. Stickney 
2295-73 Needham Rd. 

El Cajon, CA 92020-1344 
619-448-9967 

December 9, 2000 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
C/0 California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Dr., Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-04402 

Dear Sara Wan 
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I am a native of San Diego. This city has a naval history and the Midway at Navy Pier 
would honor this 75 years partnership. 

My Lions Club sponsors a night aboard the Star of India, a historical clipper ship, which 
is a successful program for these fifth graders. It is my understanding that an 
educational opportunity free of charge will be offered to 40,000 San Diego area high 
school students. 

The citizens of San Diego according to a recent survey gave overwhelming support to 
the Midway project. This museum will honor the many sailors who are or have served 
our country. 

Your time and consideration is appreciated in bringing this project to completion. 

Sincerely 

fi :)~· ~ l. . { / . 
/..t..:i..;_· t~'<' ( . J.t t/it.. / 

Gaydrd Stickney / 
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Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
> Caifornia Coastal Commislon 
75 Metropolitan Dr. Suite#103 
m Diego, CA 92108- 04402 

' Whom It May Concern: 

Herbert Fulda 
3633 Indiana St #10 
San Diego, CA 92103 
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tould like to make it known that I am very enthusiastically 
favor for the decommissioned aircraft carrier U.S. Midway 

lJ I~ c -~ dJ0d 

'\ ;, : ;- j ·_:,f.: f,~ j /I 

~ing brought to San Diego. The idea of the historical warship to be 
mverted to living museum is an excellent Idea. 
y dad, having both served in the Navy when there was Iron men" and 
vooden" ships, took me as a boy to see the new aircraft carrier Saratoga 
hen it visited San Francisco Bay. I never forgot! 
Oakland California can have a carrier serving as living museum, why 
m't San Diego? 
housands of sevice people passed through San Diego during 5 wars 
uring the 20th Century and some lost their lives. The U.S.S. Midway 
·ill commemerate their sacrifice. 
he Midway will serve as a marvelous learning resource for both young 
nd old and will be another great reason for visiting San Diego. 
gain, please approve the converting of the carrier Midway and allow it to 
e on site In San Diego. 

Sincerely yours, 

/LI-~' 
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Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coas·tal Commission 
22350 Carbon. ~esa Rd. 
Malibu, CA ~0265 

.Jear Ms . t-1 an: 

Re: USS Midway Museum 

~ /Jt:) ~-'fl/ 

The purpose of this letter is. to respectfully request you.r ap
proval of the USS Midway Museum for San Diego Bay when it com~s 
before your august commission in January, 2001. 

The museum will serve as a noble commemoration to the thousands 
cf service personnel who sailed from San Diego tc fight in five 
war's of the twentieth century for America's freedom. 

The USS Mid~11ay Museum will provide a superb educational venue 
to about 40,000 San Diego High School students free of charge 
each year. 

'lour support ~till help to maim::ain the memory of the t:hcusands 
of gallant men ~.rho went to sea to do battle to help preserve and 
maintain our American heritage. 

Respec~ 
Oscar Padilla 
OP/em 

cc to: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Dr., Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108·04402 

Bee to: Mr. David Flohr 
Cmdr., U.S. Navy (Ret.) 

OSCAR PADILLA MEXICAN INSURANCE SERVICES, INC. 
120 WHiow ROIId Saa Yaldra. CA 92173 

(619) 421J..UZI Fu (619) 4~4 

.· .. :;·;, • . ' 
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December 12, 2000 

Ms Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Commissioner Wan: 

DEC 1 ;) I:UUJ 
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(c.c: (().t,ST DISTRICT 

We, the undersigned Directors of the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum, hereby 
unanimously and enthusiastically endorse the proposal known as the North Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan, with its cornerstone feature, the Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum. 

We have worked hard during the last eight years to make real the vision of an aircraft 
carrier museum in San Diego. We have actively participated in creating the North 
Embarcadero Visionary Plan --a four-year process. We have qualified in every respect 
with the U.S. Navy's requirements. We are also fully complying with all Federal, State, 
and local environmental requirements. And we have the unanimous endorsement of San 
Diego's Unified Port Commissioners. 

The $5 million we have raised in cash, pledges, and loans is testimony of the 
enthusiastic support of San Diegans for the Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum -- shown 
by professional polls to be 86%. 

We come now to the final milestone in this hard-fought effort: approval by the 
California Coastal Commission. 

With whole-hearted sincerity and the utmost confidence in your sense of duty and 
responsibility to the citizens of San Diego, including both present and future generations, 
we respectfully ask for your approval of Midway Magic and all the wondrous features 
that term implies for San Diego's future. 

~~ 
Raymond Burk 
Unlted States Navy, Rear Admiral (Ret) 
San Diego Unified Port District, Port Commissioner Emeritus 

/),4Jc:+L 
AlanK. Uke 
Underwater Kinetics, Chainnan 
SDACM, President & Founder 
Boy Scouts Of America, San Diego County 

1355 :Jo/prtli :Jlar6or 'lJrive, San Viego, C5192101, {619} 702-7700, :Ja:t(619) 238-1200 
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Donald D. Frankel, CAPr. , USN ( Het,) 

1·1adam Chairperson, California Coastal Commission 
22)50 Carbon Mesa Road 
l1alibu, CA 90265 

SUBJECT 1 USS HID:lAY l.JAGIC 

• 

\·1hen I was a Boy Scout, during ·~tw-2, l waved "goodbye" to my older brother, 
as he headed out to the l'acific for about two years. He returned, but 
many of his fellow soldiers did not. 'l'here is no way I can fully describe 
our feelings as we prayed for that return and when we met him at the train 
station (1945). 

In the following wars and hostilities, the same feelings came to those 
whose family or friends were involved in military operations; however, 
the much smaller numbers of military participants have changed the feel
ings of many Americans. The new generations, now, generally have little 
lmowledge or appreciation of those who have served their country. (This 
problem has expanded into our governmental representatives, resulting in 
dangerous "down-sizing). 

The establiShment of the Midway Project will be a tremendous step toward 
the education of children and younger citizens, so that they will under
stand-appreciate what has happened and what could happen again. with 
the USS Midway alongside San Diego's Navy Pier, the younger citizens will 
be informed that they have just walked on the very same pier from which, 
hundreds at a time, Americans in the services departed to serve their 
country, many never to retUl'Tl. 

There are many other reasons to locate the USS ~lidway at the Navy Pier. 
I urge the California Coastal Commission to approve the USS !Udwa.y 
l~a.gic Project. 

Respectfully, , (\ 
11 

~.~ 
Donald D. F'rankel, CAPT. , USU (Ret.) 

cc: North Embarcadero Visilonary Plan 
California Coastal Commission StafT 
7575 Hetropolitan Dr., Ste. lOJ 
San Diego, CA 92108-04402 
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December 12, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

DEC 1 5 2000 · 
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It is my understanding that the California Coastal Commission will 
meet in January 2001 to consider the Midway project as part of the 
North Embarcadero Visionary plan. 

I believe establishing the ex-USS Midway as a permanent education 
center, tribute, and visitor attraction in San Diego would be good for 
San Diego's tourism industry. The facility would be beneficial used 
as a convention/meeting site. This would definitely benefit the 
transportation businesses, and truly be a tribute to our military since 
we are a military town and have such a large home fleet. 

I encourage you to vote in favor of the Midway in San Diego. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Susan L. Watson 
Vice President'General Manager 

SLW:oms 

/ Cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 

• 619-239-8061 • FAX: 619-234·3623 • 639 Thirteenth Street. San Dkgo C.-\ 92!01 • 

Sara Wan, Chair 
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RICHARD R. GRIDER 
1827 CIRCO DEL CIELO DRIVE 

EL CAJON, CA 92020 

California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

As you review the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan and the Midway 
Museum please consider the impact of this wonderful memorial to the 
many men and women who have served our country so well • 

As an educational site, the benefits for students and tourists alike would 
be outstanding. 

I would be proud to share it with my grandchildren. It is so difficult 
for young people in these times to imagine the environment of fighting 
warships and what their ancestors experienced in the defense of our 
country and their valiant fight for freedom. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lbi'~f..AJ 
c.c. North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Dr., Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108 04402 

• 
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From: Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, (Plans, Policy and 
Operations) (N3/N5) 

To: Sara Wan, Chair California Coastal Commission 22350 
Carbon Mesa Road, Malibu, California 92065 

Subj: SUPPORT IN THE CASE OF USS MIDWAY PROJECT 

1. The USS MIDWAY Project has earned my total support and 
the strongest endorsement I can offer. The People of San 
Diego have demonstrated a tremendous amount of support for 
the USS MIDWAY to be pier-side at Navy Pier in San Diego. 
The USS MIDWAY Project has a sound financial, operations 
and maintenance plan behind it, a plan endorsed by the San 
Diego Taxpayers Association and other independent 
organizations. 

2. It is imperative that the public fully appreciates the 
contributions and sacrifices made on a daily basis by the 
men and women in uniform. The USS MIDWAY will serve that 
vital role. Further more the USS MIDWAY is a very powerful 
historic and educational tool and has earned the support of 
all San Diego teachers' organizations, and school 
administrations. 

3. Thank you for your time and consideration on this 
unique and essential project. 

=-c).~ 
VADM USN 

Copy to: 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
C/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, California 92108-4402 

• 
Sara Wan, Chair 

HILLTOP HIGH SCHOOL 
"A California Distinguished School" 

555 Claire Avenue Chula Vista, CA 91910 
Phone: (619) 691-5640 Fax: (619) 425-3284 

California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
% California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

Dear Sir or Madam, 
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CALifORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

December 10,2000 

The undersigned staff of Hilltop High School would like to lend a strong measure of 
support for the worthy project that Riley D. Mixson, Rear Admiral, USN, Retired, has been chosen 
to coordinate, i. e., bringing the USS Midway to the San Diego Embarcadero as a permanent 
museum. The Midway will be a unique historic and interactive education center for all San Diego 
Country school children of all ages. 

The Midway ha'> been a renowned symbol of our nation's security as well as humanitarian 
missions for nearly five decades. I understand that the citizemy survey indicated more than 8 out 
oflO San Diegans support the Midway's addition to the Embarcadero area. The project has a 
sound financial, operations and maintenance plan behind it-a plan endorsed by the San Diego 
Taxpayers Association and other independent organizations. In light of the USS Cole bombing 
and the recent anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor, it is all the more important that the 
public fully appreciate the contributions and sacrifices made by those in uniform. The Midway will 
serve that vital role. 

Please honor the men and women who served aboard this vessel, the magnificence of its 
workings and the school children who will visit on educational field trips. The citizens of San 

,/ Diego will be trul fortunate to have the USS Midway available in the harbor. 
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The Focus at Hilltop is Academics. 
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As a long time resident of the San Diego area, I support the project of bringing the 
aircraft carrier Midway to San Diego. 

San Diego is a military town and its many tourists look San Diego to preserve the rich 
history of our fighting men. The aircraft carrier can do just that. 

Please help in this project. You and your people can make this possible and at the same 
time protect our environment with reasonable and practical safeguards. Mankind would 
still be living in caves if the radical environmental element had existed and had their way 
from the early age of man . 

.J',n (/ c:-'-c_ ,.. __,;.. 
(f'c~~~,__..._...z'__.~-

Calvin Massee 
1840 Circo Del Cielo 
El Cajon, Ca. 92020 

Cc; North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
C/o California Coastal Commission Staff ·. 
7575 Metropolitan Dr., Suite 103 
San Diego, Ca. 9210804402 
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THE CITY OF 

SAN DIEGO 

VALERIE STALLINGS 
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Coastal Commiss1on 
31 i 1 Camino Del Rio !'.jorth ;;201) 
San Diego, CA 921 OS 

Dear Coastal Commissioners: 

[am writing to state my long-standing posttion regarding the plan to bnng the 
aircraft earner 'Aidway to San Diego. I do not oppose the Midway Museum, 
but have never supported the proposed location. 

Because a waterfront promenade along the bay will be a wonderful addition to 
the San Diego lifestyle. [support this concept in the :-.lorth Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan. The plan emphasizes enhanced access to the Bay by providing 
pedestrian amenities that combine to promote human-scale activities. The 
addition of public access improvements proposed by the Visionary Plan would 
create a continuous stretch of public open space and pedestrian-oriented 
activmes connected by a landscaped esplanade from Laurel Street to :Vlarket Street. 

The Midway proJect IS not compatible with the proposed Promenade because of 
the potential impacts to the existmg public views of the bay related to the size 
and scale of the :VIidway 1 1,000 teet long with a control tower that is 190 feet tall 
measured lrom the waterline). Because the overriding urban design goal of the 
Port Master Plan and Centre City Community Plan is to preserve views to the Bay, 
I have not and will not support the proposed location for the Midway Museum. 

Sincerely, 

v~~St~2P 
City Councilmember 

cc: Port Commissioners 

C1ty Admtn!str.:ltJon Bu1ldtng • 202 C Street • San Diego, Cahforn1a 92101 • (619) 236-6616 
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CALIFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRic;;t 

5640 Sandburg Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92122-4132 

(858) 457-2508, FAX 2509 
hmathls1 @san.rr.com 

Chair Sara Wan and Members of the 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219 

January 2, 2001 

Be: USS Midway /Agenda item 9.b January 10 20011 

Dear Madam Chair and Commissioners: 
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I am former Deputy Mayor and Councilmember of the City of San Diego, and a retired Navy 
Captain with 28 years of service as a submarine officer. Nine of those years were spent 
operating In and out of the port of San Diego. I am a 33 year resident of the City of San Diego. I 
am writing to express my strong support for the proposal to site the USS Midway at Navy Pier 
In San Diego as part of the Port's North Embarcadero Master Plan. I had hoped to appear before 
you personally, but regrettably cannot because of a prior commitment. 

Allow me to begin by addressing some relevant history. In 1943, at the height of the war in the 
Pacific, the Navy had commenced building a new class of super battleship to follow the Missouri 
class. II was to comprise three ships to be named USS Montana, Wyoming, and Kentucky. 
However, naval strategy had changed, and the ships were altered to be completed instead as a new 
class of aircraft carrier. They were christened USS Midway, Coral Sea, and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. Their unusual and distinctly low silhouette reflects their genesis as battleships. 
These great ships were the pinnacle of our wartime naval construction. 

I mention this because of concerns expressed by some people who believe the presence of USS 
Midway will overwhelm the landscape. Not so. The computer images clearly show this low 
riding battleship-turned-carrier will blend in with or be practically hidden by the adjacent 
structures. Further, the orientation of the ship perpendicular to the waterfront will not "wall 
off the harbor" as some have claimed. A location affording public awareness and convenience of 
access is critical to the success of USS Mlclway: and what more fitting site to place her than Navy 
pier, the historic mooring spot for countless capital warships over the years. 

I suggest that contrary to hurting the view, this magnificent ship will..llJl the view. In addition, 
the vlewshed from her flightdeck will be a great enhanced view opportunity for the public of the 
surrounding area which is not possible at this location today. Piers are the interface between 
the land and the water designed to host great ships. A vacant pjer is depressing jn jts emptiness 
and lack of interest, 
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While there may be concerns about parking, they should not be determinant because mitigating 
solutions can and will be found. There is excellent mass transit from both busses and trolleys in 
close proximity. A parking plan will be provided. We want to attract people to our waterfront 
so they can enjoy its ambiance in a variety of ways. Visitors to USS Midway and its proximity 
will gain an enhanced visual experience associated with our waterfront not possible today. 

San Diego already has one of the most open and accessible harbors in the world with many miles 
of vistas and public walkways, but this short stretch of waterfront Including Navy Pier is 
unique because it is marked by large commercial pier structures. It js the ootimum location for 
this great ship because jt is the best possible site which accommodates the shjo's scale while 
proyjding accessjbilltv to the public with the least intrusive visual impact on her surroundings, 
USS Midway will be a great addition to this commercial waterfront area, and will serve as a 
catalyst to bring about many public-serving amenities in the vicinity. 

Why USS Midway? San Diego is literally, the Naval capital of the world. USS Midway's 
presence on our waterfront wlll be a powerful and appropriate symbol of that relationship. Her 
name Is even more powerful as a symbolic reminder of the most crucial naval battle in 
America's history. The Battle of Midway was the turning point of the war In the Pacific when 
the prospects for ultimate victory literally hung in the balance. In a miraculous period of less 
than five minutes the outcome was decided with the successful destruction of three Japanese 
aircraft carriers followed shortly by the sinking of a fourth. From that moment, Japan went 
over to the defensive and never recovered the initiative. 

Our people have intense pride In symbols of American greatness. I see It in their faces during a 
performance of the Blue Angels. I sense their awe when they gaze at a great warship, and their 
reverence for the great generations of Americans who manned such ships in battle. This same 
pride and awe will be felt by the people who visit USS Midway. Her presence wlll make her a 
tremendous educational tool as well as a great visitor attraction. 

In closing, I ask you to join us in implementing a great vision here, and help us bring this part 
of our waterfront to life! Help us restore USS Midway to the place of honor she deserves, as a 
fitting symbol of American's greatness, the great generation who manned her, and San Diego's 
unique and historic relationship with the United States Navy. 

~:,Q -~ 
Harry Mathis 

cc: 
Ms. Deborah Lee 
California Coastal Commission 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 
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Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

RE: San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

I write this letter in support of the USS Midway as part of the North Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan for San Diego. Our city has been honored to be home base to 
millions of America's service men and women who proudly served this nation. 
We would be equally honored to serve as home to a testament of their noble 
sacrifices. There is perhaps no finer way to remember our brave heroes than by 
a monument like the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum - a place where we can 
share our appreciation for these patriots, and they can share their tales of duty 
and honor with a grateful nation. 

It is my hope that the California Coastal Commission will reconsider its decision 
regarding the placement of the USS Midway and the creation of this fitting tribute 
to our military personnel. 

Sincerely, 

Lynda Earnest, CMP 
Director, Destinations by Marriott 

cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108 



January 31, 2001 

Gregory M. O'Brien, OS1(SW), USN, Ret. 
3672 Voltaire Street 
San Diego, CA 92106-1239 
Tel: (619) 225-8804 
E-mail: irishguy@home.com 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu,- CA 90265 

Madame Chair, 
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I refer to my letter of December 1, 2000, in support of the approval of the 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan, specifically; the inclusion of the proposed 
USS Midway Museum Project 

My support for this project continues, unabated. 

The points covered in my previous letter are as follows: 

As a former crew member of this historic vessel, I confess to a certain bias 
in favor of the project, but I urge you to look at the overall plan, its aims, benefits, 
and the overwhelming support which has been evinced by the local community. 

Please consider the following: 

The Midway Museum will provide a wonderful learning opportunity 
for school children, not just locally, but for groups touring from all 
over the country. This is attested to by the fact that all San Diego 
area school Administrations and teachers' organizations support 

the project. 

Independent surveys have shown that 8 out of 10 San Diegans 
approve of this project. 

The Midway Museum Project is financially sound, not only in 
regard to start-up costs, but for ongoing operations and 
maintenance. The Project's financial plan has been endorsed by 
the San Diego Taxpayers Association. 

This museum will be another monument to the sacrifices incurred 
by our veterans, helping to educate the public regarding the 
services and sacrifices these people have undergone and provided 
for our great nation . 

• • 

This project will provide a marvelous adjunct to the extant San 
Diego Aerospace Museum, enlarging on the role of Naval Aviation 
in the development of aviation and the defense of freedom 
Museums based on actual Naval vessels have proven their worth in 
many other cities. To name a few: New York, NY, Providence, Rl, 
Charleston, SC. and Galveston, TX. There is no reason to believe 
that a Midway Museum in San Diego would not also provide a large 
boon to this already tourist-oriented city. 

Additional information, as of the date of this letter, indicates that San 
Diego's "Downtown Ballpark" project is getting back on track. Common sense tell 
me that visitors to the downtown area will often "make a day of it". Whether these 
visitors are local or from far away, there will undoubtedly be a synergy created 
between the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum and the Ballpark, just as there 
will be between the Ballpark and other, established attractions, such as the Zoo 
and Sea World. 

Environmental concerns, in my opinion, have been adequately addressed. 
Detractors like to point out that that the Midway will block views of North Island, 
but these same detractors pose no objections to cruise ships, which also block 
large portions of the view. Furthermore, by the simple expedient of visiting the 
Midway's flight deck or island, the view of North Island will be greatly enhanced. 

Decide in favor of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan and the San 
Diego Air?raft Carrier Museum Project. Please! 

c 
. ~~~ ~'//a 
Gre :.. __.:7 : .(./ .£_._ 

~)VI. 0 Brien 

cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 
Scott McGaugh 
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stand that the final decision on docking the carrier, USS Midway by the Navy Pier as a critical 
:.he Port District's North Embarcadero Plan is scheduled by the California Coastal Commission 
eting in mid-March at the Bahia Hotel in San Diego. 

~ it, this is an exciting and IIVOrthwhile venture, and I will note below several reasons why: 

";t The majestic Midway will feature flight simulation virtual reality rides where visitors can 
experience an F-BJ Crusader about to "land" on the flight deck, view interactive exhibits, 
which bring them on board the Midway's Vietnam deployment, and tour an historic naval 
aircraft •up close and personal." 

";t The Midway Magic plan will give San Diego an opportunity to attract thousands of 
visitors to the area to experience a part of our region's unique military history. 

"f' The Museum will also provide an educational venue to about 40,000 San Diego 
students, free of charge, each year. 

'l• It will give San Diegans and visitors alike, a new and unique opportunity to explore a 
U. S. Navy aircraft carrier. 

";t 11 will also allow us to pay tribute to the role of the armed services in San Diego as well 
as honor the more than 200,000 Americans who served aboard the Midway over the 
last 45 years. 

";t Truly rare, the non-profit, privately financed ·Midway Magic" Museum won't cost San 
Diego taxpayers a dime. We understand that Navy is donating the now-mothballed 
carrier plus a selection of historic aircraft and the pier space. Private funds will pay for 
everything else. 

•t We have been advised of conservative estimates, the Midway Museum \IVOuld generate 
$15 million a year for San Diego's tourism economy, produce $1 million annually in 
additional Port District revenue and attract 600,000 visitors yearly. 

• 
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The Honorable Sara Wan 
Page TIIVO 
February 13, 2001 

The Midway project boasts a who's-who list of endorsements: California's governor, both U.S. 
senators. Mayor Dick Murphy, every member of San Diego congressional delegation, the City Council 
and Board of Supervisors, the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce, Convention and Visitor's 
Bureau, the city's Economic Development Corp., Centre City Development Corp., the San Diego Port 
District, scores of respected civic leaders and, by poll, 87 percent of the public 

As a resident of San Diego County, a local business operator, member of the visitor industry and 
business community, I join those mentioned above and hereby express my full support of bringing the 
Midway Museum project to its fruition. 

Sincerely, 

~L"-----._ 
Kirk Shearer 
General Manager 

KS:plt 
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January 23, 2001 

Diana Lilly 
Coastal Planner 
San Diego District 
California Coastal Commission 
7575 Metropolitan Drive Ste 103 
San Diego CA 92108-4402 

Ref: Midway Site and Civic Center Planning 

Dear Ms. Lilly: 

~~1;11WltfiD 
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CAlifORNIA 
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SAN DioGO COAST DISTRICT 

I have read the staff recommendations report dated December 21, 2000 and 
strongly agree with the conclusions that the U.S.S. Midway is too large for the 
bayfront and North Embarcadero. This is one of several pet projects that various 
organizations are trying to emplace at the most visible spot on our beautiful bay. 
Others include the commercial cruise ship terminal and a maritime museum. 
These blights. once in place, will forever bloclk the view of the bay. 

Over many years it has been found that oiecemeal planning for any large area is 
probably the worst way to improve an area. There doesn't seem to be an overall, 
master plan for the San Diego Bay. This is unfortunate because it allows vested 
interests to push for inappropriate projects that depend on political clout to 
insinuate their presence. 

The attached materials provide some thoughts on what the San Diego Bay area 
could look like in the not too distant future when the area will grow enormously, in 
a relatively short time. If comprehensive, long range planning is not begun, the 
vested interests will build monstrous hotels and other commercial buildings to 
completely block bay views. The position of future municipal buildings, museum 
locations and transportation/parking sites is not meant to be the only places 
these could occur but to suggest what might be done if planners use some 
imagination and forethought. 

I would appreciate the opportunity to explain my suggestions to you and your staff, at 
your convenience. 

sincertr· 

/Ut91i ~~U&W 
Don Connors. CPP 
921 Begonia Court 
Carlsbad CA 92009-4807 

• • 
SAN DIEGO CIVIC CENTER PLANNING 

SAN DIEGO in the 21st CENTURY 
America's Finest City 

Our sparkling San Diego Bay is the central focus of the greatest natural resource 
of the city and is enjoyed by millions of residents and vis~ors. Just look what Baltimore 
did with its wor1d-class harbor redevelopment that is now their central city attraction. It 
draws multitudes of residents and visitors year 'round. While other cities have 
redeveloped some lesser waterfronts, San Diego has the opportunity to be the BEST. 

The present "city hair' is a dreadful adaptation of aging commercial and retail 
space that is inadequate and difficult to access. The new(?) library may well be stuck 
near the docks or in back of the golf driving range. The historic county headquarters 
outgrew itself years ago and the maritime exhibits are an afterthought near the Navy and 
cruise boats. Piecemeal planning, never satisfactory, has led to the present mess. 

The area presently occupied by the 1950's-size airport, USCG, and manufacturing 
could be the site of the greatest CIVIC CENTER development in the 21st century. What 
other cities with San Diego's future have these natural assets to develop into a fantastic 
civic center? 

To meet the demands of an international 21"' Century city, Lindbergh Field must 
be moved from the center of the city to the safer. Greater San Diego demographic Yl!!: 
center at East Miramar. It is NOT news that modem cities are not building airports 
downtown anymore. Noisy USMC air operations around Miramar are proving to be a 
nuisance of growing proportions. Due to the size of the Miramar property, existing and 
future civil aircraft will not pose this noise problem. Maybe the millions of dollars to be 
spent moving the Marine air base to Miramar could be better spent by moving them to a 
more advantageous, out-of-town operations location and still save money! They could go 
to Camp Pendleton to support the Marine ground forces to which they are dedicated. A 
less satisfactory solution Jlli!Y: be to share the civil and military airport. 

MCRD should go to Pendleton to integrate ALL consecutive training. There is 
more than enough space. Greater training, operations advantages and economic 
benefits would be realized by consolidation of USMC West Coast ground and air 
resources. The Greater San Diego area would still realize their local spending benefits. 
The downsizing industry now at Lindbergh would eventually be relocated to more 
advantageous sites .!!2! downtown. 

To open the Embarcadero to bay visitors. cruise ship docks would be located at 
the foot of Tenth Street area to provide a central embarkation/debarkation and departure 
point for any city/area movement of passengers. It would also eliminate traffiC congestion 
and safety hazards along the North Embarcadero by thousands of passengers and 
dozens of supply/maintenance/service vehicles crossing pedestrian-friendly walkways. 
Public and private transportatiOn in the forms of trolleys, buses, taxis, pedicabs, etc. to 
local entertainment venues and vistas hotels, etc. would be conveniently available. 

Don Connors, CPP, 921 Begonia Court Carlsbad CA 92009-4807, 760 931-0200, 
....,ail: primuuystem@lbwn.net 



SPECIFICS 

Develop the only premier. remaining, fantastic bayside location in California, into the 
greatest CIVIC CENTER to be seen anywhere! These are big words but we must think 
big to become the reality we only boast about now. 

1. Move MCRD to Pendleton. cost-effectively combining major West Coast USMC 
training/operations functions. BRAC should support the consolidation. Move Marine 
Corps Air Station San Diego to Pendleton to directly support their dedicated 
responsibilities. Some fixed wing and rotary wing could go to North !stand. 

2. Move Undbergh to East Miramar for 21st century international personnel and cargo 
transportation and associated commerciaUindustrial growth. (See the multitude of 
Union-Tribune articles and www.MoveAirport.com). A less popular aHemative would be 
to share the facUity with USMC. Greater revenue would be realized than from the federal 
government. 

3. Build our new CIVIC CENTER to include ~ and countv headquarters on a 
specious, landscaped, peopla-mall fronting the magnificent Bay. Place the Jil1r!!Y. 
between them on the north side in the center of the grand plaza. An outdoor perfonnlng 
arts center could be located in the middle to the south of the plaza. 

4. Move the USCG to the waterways between the fonner MCRD and NTC. Some historic 
buildings may also be moved. 

5. Develop the Maritime Museum (a Ia Mystic, CT) on the waterways at the historic NTC. 
The USS Midway exhibit and other vessels may also .locate in this area. 

6. Develop the "foot of Broadway" into a great, scenic, tourist center. The historic county 
building would become the tourist center headquarters and cjty countv historical museum. 
The G Street mole would continue as a fishing fleet harbor. Provide space for Jli§i!in9 
capital vessels at the foot of Broadway. Depress visitor parking lots for continuous Bay 
visibility along the Embarcadero. 

7. 

e. 

Provide a major transportation hub to include a projected high speed rail tenninal. bus, local 
train and trolley stations including parking facilities on the north, east and wast sides of the Civic 
Center complex, connected by "user friendly" pedestrian walkways and a shutUe tram if 
necessary. Footpaths, bikelinfine skating paths would connect Point Lorna with the convention 
center and North/South Embarcadero with outstanding vistas. 

Considering the rich San Diego history, develop the fonner Convair site into a 
complete Transportation Museum to include ground, air and space exhibita, 
complimenting the nearby extensive, world-class maritime museums. 

9. Relocate the cruise ship operations to the foot of Tenth Street area for safety and 
convenience. 

10. Consider planning for a Venetian water-way to the north of the CIVIC CENTER. The San 
Antonio "Riverwelk" could be a model. 
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Governor Gray Davis 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Davis: 

WILLIAM & ..!ACOUELINE KEITH 
727 E. Street, Aot. 515 
San Diego, CA ·92101 

619·702<M78 
Dec. 27, 2000 
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CALIFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DIST~!CT 

As a veteran of the u.s. Navy in World War II and now a member of the Project 
Area Committee (PAC), under the Centre City Development Corporation, I was 
very dissapointed in the enclosed news story in regard to the USS Midway and 
the potential of it becomming one of the most historical and educational venues 
for the present and future generations of U.S. citizens that either live or 
visit San Diego and California. 

As stated in this news story, Navy Pier was used as the "Old Fleet Landing" 
and many of us from World War II remember it as that and there could be no 
greater memorial to the U.S. Navy Sailors and Aviators than placing the USS 
Midway next to the proposed Navy Museum. 

The thinking of the Costal Commission Staff reminds me of the same think
ing that some people have of the World War II Memorial on the Mall in 
Washington, D.C. That it will block the view! Doesn't the Costal Commission 
Staff and the Urban Design Committee of the local chapter of the American 
Institute of Architecs realize that if it wasn't for ships like the Midway 
and it's crews, they might not be free to make choices like this. 

The enclosed story states that the Midway would tower 190 feet above the 
waterline. This is a very missleading figure, because the bulk of the hull 
and superstructure would only be 55 feet above the waterline and would not 
block the view like this story implys. 

At the various meetings that I have attended in regard to the placing of the 
Midway at the Navy Pier, the opposition comes from a small group of wealthy 
condo residents of the Marina District. We didn't hear oppostion such as 
this, when their high rise condo buildings were built and blocked views of 
the Bay and now they want to deny the u.s. Navy it's well earned representatio 
at the same Bay. 

As a veteran yourself, Governor Davis, I am quite sure that you will make an 
effort to influence the Costal Commission to endorse the Midway to be placed 
at Navy Pier, if for no other reasons than honoring the veterans of the u.s. 
Navy and the potential of educating our children of the importance of the 
Navy to defend this great country. 

CC: Costal Commission 
San Diego Unified Port District 
Mayor Dick Murphy 
Peter Hall CCDC 
Dede Alpert 
Howard Wayne 
Susan Davis 
Dianne Feinstein 
Barbara Boxer 
Byron Wear 
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>MIDWAY 
CONTlNUEO FROM PACt: at 

Museum plan 
is on agency's 
Jan. 10 agenda 

Last summer. the Port Com
mis.';;ion v<,tcd tu indude the 
Midway in its submission to the 
Coastal Commi.,iorL But port 

. conmUs.._,ioners :said tlu..oy would 
he willing to defer consider, 
ation of the carriet" museum by 
the state panel if it loolwd like 
that would interfere. with ap
proval oi the rffi of the North 
Embarcadero pla!L 

The lllan caU.• (or a hotel with 
up to BOO rooms: office. retail 
and parking fa<.ilitic'S at the old 
Lane F'~eld sit£; narrowing Har· 
bor Dri'l'e to three bmes from 
lour between Grape Street and 
Pncific Highway; a 25-ftmt-wide 
pedC!IIrian e-splanade along the 
water's ed11e at Harbor Drive; 
and a small commen.ial raTc-
ation facility on a new Grape 
Street Pier • 

SP"!'" said he slill bas hope 
that the Mi<lway - which 
would offer tourS for a fee -
wiU be cleared for doclting 
when the Coastal Corrunis..'lion 
me-ets nen month. 

'O>e Midw-dy proposal Wlll! 

launched by the Son Diefjo Ail' 
craft Carrier Mu~mm group. 
which wants to operu.te it as a 
nonprofit .attraction. Carrier 
mu~m~ now operalt! .in New 
Y<>rk City, Charleston, S.C •• 
Corpus Christi. Texas. and AJa. 
meda. 

Alan Uke. a S."\ll Diego husi
nes....-nan who heads the group • 
said be di""KfL-ed with the re
pnr1-

He accused 1 he C<>as~l 
Conunis.."'lion ~taff of An .. idc.'<r 
logical biM. • He said it en
do~ changes to the cruise 
ship t<'fT!linal that wmll<l in
crease tt~ height by 50 feet. 
resuhing in a t,.IJ"('-att·r r)l»otnu."
tion than the Midway would 
cause. 

[)<,borah N. l.ee, "''"tb <'>a."' 
deputy rllrectnr of tbt• Coa.•·;t.1J 

Grand plans tor the Embarcadero 
Chanqes are in stor~ for the north end of Ute Embarcadero, the stretch 
<Jt downtown San Oieqo waterfront often cal1~ \he city's .. front porch. .. 
A proposed cros<ent·shaped pier woulo re~o~ee tnre• el!lslinq pie" and 
could be tl\e new home of harbor <ruise operation• and 11111 S.n llieqo 
Maritime Museum. The museum operates tile hi>t•ric Star of India. 

SanOieqo 
lntemaliooal 

Airport 

o~>'· 
.vP . ;\.:S, 

~ /o;\. ··' l., 
~~.'~1/£~;;~~:::\S:·t\:,· ; . £\ W'IS\. n>'-
:•·~~ti\ ••r .. ,,"'.. ..,... \ ~ 

PrGPOSed~·~~\:( • ,', ·:,,~~~: .l. ;\. 
view1nq piers booelt . · •. ·:·: ..... : ,: •. \f.,c_; r,ttll"' 

. ·- -- '· ~;-···~·~>:i~~-'' ~St· • N 

Proposed Grape St.·.· cresc~~~,~~f-'~1f" "~l 

'J~~('·P·'~fY~{·~~~~\ '.~st. 
Proposed doc!<~, . ..:.··· diimlvt''il~ 
::::.:'::: ·~ ·:, .~ ·. ···•··. · · ~:,~·~ . .nlirr.~.·.~i~l.l ' .. ; .. : :. 

Marltlmt!-' .· · ~ · ·f;, -~>!,...,.." 
Proposed .-'\~" > J ... ,.!f_h··<.r- ~ .. PKHfc Museum silo . . . •· . . lllolfiWIIY 

SOURCE: s.n.w As.todlt•' ~e. 

C ommi~ion ;md an author uf 
the rt."j)Qft. sald the Midw:>.y 
t>lan wa~ jud~"d objectively . 

Uke <aid hi• group was !(iven 
no dwkc o:~gardinJt parkin~(. A 
rr•quiren:l<~nt of tht." North Em .. 
ban.·adt.."t·n plan i~ that t!iU:h pro
ject providt- pa.rkittg tK~arby. 
and Navy Pier L'i the dusest 
~u.·. 

'fite 53.t:C.X\-t()n Midway i'.$ as 
long 3:-\ thn~(.' foutball tields and 
iL~ highet<>t point rist~ tHO frt•l 
abnVt~ th<E' wah·rlint.". It ftrs.t touk 
to $l.~a in 19-15 •nul \Vt~.~ (h"COm· 
mi..;~i<Hwd ia W~.!. 

.A. Wt•ek at...rr•. thf~ Urban flr
sih'tl Cmnmittt·t~ fit the lnc.:d 
di<ipkr nf 1lw Anu-ri~o:an (n..;.ti~ 

(Proposed 
!n~Hined 
boulenrtl) ,_ 

.• ; a.-fltoW 
{Pr<lpo!ed 
•hotel or 
arts 
.nnterl 

lUte of ArdtitedS voted 5-l 
against the Midway plan. It said 
the ves.«<.•l would block ped<-s
trilln views and would be out ot 
::J('ak• with nearby ~tructures. 

But ,,r the !'OURhlr 75 lett<.,.,. 
about the ;l.lidway m:eivt><l hy 
the Coastal Commission. only a 
1\."Uldful were in oppo:;ition. 

11lc North Embarcadero 
plan would he tlaid for through
.::ontrihutinn..-J of $17.~ million 
from the dty ~t Son Dk')l'n. 
;3::!.7 million tfum the Port Dis
trict, S7 .. ti rnilllttn from county 
~::c,vemmr~nt and ti5.9 million 
from the Ct·ntrc· City Dt-vclop· 
mt-nt Corp .. tlu~ dty's dnwn
;,,'Wt, r~·dt-v(·!tt~lmc·nt ~~u. 

• 
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January 22. 2001 

Mr. Robert Kittle 
Editor of the Editorial Page 
San Diego Union-Tribune 
350 Camino de Ia Reina 
San Diego CA 92108 

if!! 
Re: New San Diego Civic Center and Harbor Planning 

Dear Mr. Kittle: 

Thank you for taking the time to review my attached thoughts on planning for a Mure 
Greater San Diego. You have undoubtedly seen many proposals on moving Lindbergh 
Field, the Midway site, the inadequacy of the present "city half', cruise ship terminal 
expansion, city library and other reminders of a much earlier San Diego. As a native 
Californian I have seen our past and I wiD see an even better Mure. 

The attached issues have one problem, they have generaHy been considered in 
•piecemeal planning•. The North Embarcadero Plan contains many exceHent concepts 
as weU as some pet projects which will block many of the best views of our magnificent 
bay and harbor. Most of these major projects could be better placed elsewhere. 

America's Finest City does NOT have a civic center to match our boast. The successful 
future of San Diego may depend on planning action now, while irreplaceable land could 
be available. This opportunity to build the finest Civic Center in the U.S. may be lost if 
preparing for our area population explosion and significant industrial buildup is 
squandered. 

I urge the San Diego Union-Tnbune to continue to arouse the citizens for 
long-term, comprehensive, coordinated planning for the future. A much-needed, model 
Civic Center is something that !!! citizens would endorse and support. I would 
appreciate the opportunity to explain my suggestions to you and your staff, at your 
convenience. I know that there are many others who are eager to participate in planning 
ourMure. 

Sincerely, 

/s( 
Don Connors, CPP 
921 Begonia Court 
Carlsbad CA 92009-4807 
Tel. 760 931-0200 
primussystem@bwn.net 

• • 

Elliott Airport 

A. NEW AIRPORT BOOSTS ANNUAL ECONOMY $8 BILLION 
B. RELOCATION RELEASES NORm BAY FOR REDEVELOPMENT 

Planned High Denoity Living fur a half million people or more right Ia the heart of the elty, on 
the waterfront and in Ute Midway Area. The present airport basin is tlte same size as Venice. 
Italy! Estimated SlO Billion private red .. elopment of North Bay. This plan absorbs 
sprawl and respects the bay setting. Walk to downtown, -SMART GROWTH. 

C. NEW AIRPORT FUNDS HABITAT CONSERVATION 
Revenues of the new airport would be committed to conservation as environmental mitigation. 
So«::h revenue sharing could lower the "lint eost" of the new airport and would eese environmental 
eoncerns and obviate many legal cbaUenges as so mueh money would aecrue for environmental 
conservation over the yeers. Up to S5 million per month could be bttdgeted toward habitat 
eonservation. ($600 million in tea years!) "Delay is habitat lost." 

This is "East Miramar• klentiroed by SANDAG in 1991 as subjecting a population ohero to 65 CNEL but 
modifted from the former three runways to just two. thus further removing aircraft from homes. This aanvw 
runway layout pr-eserves an east .. west wildlife migration eorridttr, saves more tban Sl Billion in rough 
gradiDg eosu and allows for an additioaal milo of noise buffer u <-pared to the original SANDAG plan for 
East Miramar. Aireraft departing so far ea:st are almost two miles high before they Ry over privati) property! 

Redevdopmeat of the hooutiful north harbor would be pri .. tely financed so rould happen •overnight" 
after relocation. In ract, pnllt.,.lly speaking, the private redevelopment opportunities from Mission Bay to 
the waterfront downtown would probably driw the airport relocation tffort onee we (t)ftlmit to the plan. 

No other airport option would: a.) contribute so much to tbe local economy; b.) allow redevelopment of the 
entire north bay; c.) provide funds for local habitat. Elliott Airport does all tbr .. for Son Diego. 

Noise shadow completely within baae boundary. 
Higher property values over a broad area. 
Significantly inenased ta:r increment. 
Regional solution to rapid growth. 
Restores quiet to Balboa Park. 

""Delay is habitat lost. • 

Please refer to: """".MoveAirport.com. 
'""".stopMHNT.eom 

Of' structures of any kind anywhere in the county! 

• 
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(;a;··} United Domestic Workers of America 

--· .• Affiliated with AFSCME, AFL-C/0 
- State Office: 3737 Camino del Rio South • Suite 400 • San Diego, California 92108 

Tel (619) ~~@lfifffmr-7899 
Sent Via Overnight Mail 

DEC 2 8 ZOOO 

December 27, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, California 90265 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRI(;T 

Re: Conversion of ex-USS Midway to Education and Visitor Center- Support 

Dear Madam Chair and Members of the Commission: 

United Domestic Workers of America/ AFSCME, AFL-CIO is proud to join 
the growing list of organizations and individuals in support of establisc1ing the cx
USS Midway as a permanent education center, military tribute and visitor attraction 
for the San Diego region. We urge you and all Commissioners to approve this 
project at your January 2001 meeting. 

The military and visitor industry are part of the culture, tradition and 
economy of San Diego. Approving the use of the former USS Midway as a permanent 
center for local and out of town visitors would combine two of San Diego's greatest 
traditions in a manner that would promote local pride, encourage the educational 
development of future generations about the important role of the military in this 
region and provide the thousands of out of town visitors, meeting attendees and 
conventioneers who come to san Diego every month with an environmentally 
friendly, visually complementary and interesting addition to our local attractions. 

Independent surveys have consistent shown that the Midway is supported 
overwhelmingly by the local community, with 8 out of 10 San Diegans registering 
their favor for this project. This project has also been endorsed by San Diego 
teacher organizations and the San Diego County Taxpayers Association, among 
many other diverse interests. The Midway project's sound financial and operational 
plans, along with the fact that it offers something for San Diegans as well as those 
visiting our region, have generated this unusually high level of support. 

United Domestic Workers of America represents home care workers who 
provide a range of personal and domestic care services to the elderly and disabled. 
Our membership is statewide but our base and home is San Diego where we 
represent over 4,000 of these individuals. It is with great pride and enthusiasm 
that we speak on behalf of all our members in San Diego County, as well as those 
who come here from other parts of the state, when we support the Midway project 
and ask for the Commission's approval. 

fj/ 

YOURS FOR A BETTER LIFE THROUGH A POWERFUL UNION 

• • 
• 'IIi£ 'fWtarg C[u!J of'.Bonsa{{ 

P.O. '.8~934 • '.BonsaJl, California 92003 

Daryl McFarland 
President 
5030 San Jacinto Circle 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
(760) 731-7255 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan; 

~~~IIWJtliD 
DEC 3 1 2000 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO C:OAST DISTRICT 

December 28, 2000 

The purpose of this letter is to voice our strong support of the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum proposed 
for the Navy Pier in San Diego. Rarely does an opportunity come along which enjoys such overwhelming 
support of the community at large. This self-supporting addition to the historical and educational assets of 
our community is welcomed and long overdue. 

Our community stands to benefit from the hard work and years of planning by a dedicated group of 
visionaries. When completed this museum will offer a standing memorial to the countless citizens who 
have assured us freedom and, at the same time, will serve as an important educational resource for every 
high school student in San Diego County. 

The community leaders who have worked to bring this museum to fruition have thought through every 
detail, from fmding the perfect location to designing a museum and surrounds which will aesthetically 
enhance the waterfront. 

We feel very fortunate to have this opportunity and urge your Commission to lend its support to this 
project. 

]J}~y;; 
Daryl Mtfar!and ' 

cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan v· 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum 
Attn: Riley D. Mixson 
1355 North Harbor Drive 
San Diego, CA 9210 I 



Donald L Brust 11M 

Phone 760 757-1571 
Fax 760 757-1572 

December 28, 2000 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

~~!i:IIYJtlD) 
DEC 3 1 2000 

CALIFO~NIA 
COASTAL COMMisslo::lN 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

2960 San Luis Rey Road 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

I urge you to actively support the Midway Historical Project in San Diego, CA. This 
would be a fitting tribute to our Navy servicemen who are serving and have served. As 
a Navy port of great significance, it is high time this recognition be acknowledged with 
this project. 

Sincerely, 

Ahtl~tf?f~ 
Dr. Donald L. Brust 

cc. Coastal Commission staff 
San Diego. Aircraft earner Museum 

• • 

Donald L Brust DVM 

Phone 760 757-1571 
Fax 760 757-1572 

December28,2000 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

jft~~liWJtJID 
DEC 3 1 2000 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST PIST~ICT 

2960 San Luis Rey Road 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

I ask you to support the Midway Historical Project in San Diego, CA. What a 
wonderful tribute this would be to the Navy service personnel who served, past and 
present San Diego is a Navy port of great significance. Not only would this be a 
lovely tribute, but would also be another tourist attraction to bring dollars into San 
Diego. 

We should never overlook the opportunity to thank the men and women who have 
served our country. 

Sincerely, 

ftftt;Y,~ 
Kelly L Backus 

cc. Coastal Commission Staff 
San Diego, Aircraft earner Museum 

• 
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]flJE@~llW~OOJ D«:embe~ 20, :ilJIJII 

JAN 0 2 2001 

s W CALif.ORNii> 
, ant an COASTAl COMMISSIOI-l 
Chair, Cnlifnrnin Cnastal Cnmmis.icih SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRIC:T 
22350 Curium Mesa Road :1·.: 
Malibu, Ci\ 90265 ' ;·:1!

1
in,·;·. 

!>ear Sara Wan: :; i : ' ; ' : 

1 

:~ill:!t;I': :;: ~' 
The I'lyinJl Midshljnucli A!l.«o<indbh Is sttnn~tli lh SnJ•Imrl of the ~1-i•je:u,,:~jiii.Usil'llle ~i>:~.~~~~:j~!:t:, 

Mldwuy !IS a petntunOi!l edtlcullun t•nlet lit Suit llief(U. our iiSnli<hllltih ailtl !lt.O 1\thli)j!lli .. ,~· r· .. 
Midshi11m<n Assudnlion lA Slll(C)(JI lltJl:mb.ul.loli 111.., en~r~olkuliy hellllld,lli~ Mlilway:j>I1Uttl.~·1ll:;.;: 
"in<'e our mt.'"mhen .endorse- atad fo~ttr edutntimt dt Amerku'.ct yuuth hi ut'ldtltiiU Otlr Htj:lauir.lUU•ii•' ·1 ·! 

have r~nd are continuing to tea('h stJmmer aviation classes to hundreds nf aviation mind~ lecnngen. 

Muny of our members are residentt~ in southern California and many have hud a persmiul 
connectiun in flyinf!l frnm the carrier Midway. We have a ~nod nuntbet nt ntember volunleen 
teaching in the summer classes und nChers whn wuuld be active ln contributin~ their tilne to 
personally purlit·ipute in n Midway l>ducotlnnal Center. 

A~ ynu will nute fron1 .-ur leUcrltead and tlte enclosed Uticft we have muny prominent aviutur.; 
in our mcmhel":Ship to attest to our recn~nitinn in the uviutiun l·utntnunity. 

Thank )'lUI for your c.·nnsidenltion or uur l'eque:o;;t. 

rc: North Emhatt'l!d~h> Vl~hlllaty l'luu 
Admir:tl ( ;, 1\. It Kinne11t 
Rear Admirdl l'aul 11. En!~cl 
linn. Ruher1 T.S. Colby 
Rear Adtniral Riley D~ Mixon 

Sinc.·erely, 

Ott<lil kudd 
l(xecullve l>irectut 

··:· 

r. n ..... Jt ......,. -· VA :ustJ.ii(Ut ....... IIW-16:r.ot.>9, ~59!~; tAlt ~ ... ~. c•l n, ..... llioli~lh .. K .... 
>!i';, 

• 
~~!Ef!~'l~ID] 

JAN 0 2 Z001 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

FLYING MIDSHIPMEN ASSOCIATION 
and 

AVIATION MIDSHIPMEN FOUNDATION 

• 
~J>~~<:t,~e~~~i~1d~1~~R~ho once held the rank of Aviation Midshipman (AVMIDN), USN, in the 

years 1946 through 1951 are eligible to be members of the FLYING MIDSHIPMEN ASSOCIATION. The 
membership numbers over 1,000 and is continuing to grow as former AVMIDN become aware of the 
organization. <Ther& were approximately 3,000 males, ages 17 to 24, r&cruited into this Naval 
Aviation training program. This was part of the Holloway Program named for !=lear Admiral (litter 
VAOMI James l. Holloway, Jr. who headed a group in 1946 to make recommendations for officer 
staffing of the U. S. Navy.> 

The FMA was formed in 1969 by a few former Aviation Midshipmen who behoved an inequity 
existed in not having active duty midshipman time considered In computing time in setvice for pay and 
retirement purposes -· particularly when compared with other naval aviation pilot trainees, I.e.: 
Aviation Cadets, Enlisted, Commissioned Officers and others. 

This inequity was corrected, to a large extent, when Public law 93-545 was enacted into law on 
December 26, 1974, through considerable encouragement and effort by the FMA Officers then serving. 
The taw provided for Reserve retirement credit and longevity pay for those still on active duty at the 
time. No retroactive pay was allowed, nor expected, for those already retired or over 26 years of 
service. 

The PURPOSE of the Association is to preserve and strengthen a spirit of comradeship among 
former members of the Armed Forces of the United States who served In the United States Navy as 
Aviation Midshipmen; to record and preserve for historical purposes, a memory of the era of Aviation 
Midshipmen during war and peace; to foster and perpetuate the role of aviation in the United States 
Navy; to give appropriate reeognition to the memory of those who pioneered and contributed to its 
development; to help preserve for history for the benefit of future generations appropriate 
representative naval aircraft and related equipment and to promote naval aviation and the United States 
Navy. 

The FMA has been active in' gifting' to non-profit organizations/foundations to preserve the history 
of Naval Aviation and the commemoration of our particular group. <Plaques on walls of the National 
Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola are in recognition of FMA' s significant monetary 
contributions. > Cash donations have also gone to the Smithsonian National Air & Space Museum, 
the Navy Memorial, the Association of Naval Aviation, the Center for Military Readiness and the Navy 
Museum in Washington, D. C. 

In 1995, the AVIATION MIDSHIPMEN FOUNDATION was Incorporated and was accorded a tax
exempt status by the IRS as a 501 (el(3) organization in 1996. The Foundation is the publisher of the 
Aviation Midshipmen LOG, a biannual newsletter plus Directories which are sent to allmembets. The 
FMA is currently sponsoring 'Youth In Aviation' training program in collaboration with the IJ.S. Navy 
league Sea Cadet Corps. The Association of Naval Aviation has joined in sponsoring this effort as 
well. 

Both the FLYING MIDSHIPMEN ASSOCIATION and the AVIATION MIDSHIPMI:N FOUNDAtiON 
operate on an all-volunteer basis; there are no paid employees and no rented office space except for 
a Post Office Box. 

[A few of our 'select' group: Nell A. Armstrong !5-49}, the first man on the lnoori).James A. lol/e!l 
(7-48), Apollo XIII Commander; JoeL. Akagi (549), the first niui naval aviator; Jes$~ L arowi1 (8-471. 
the first African American to complete naval aviation training; Ambassador Allen C. t:lti\11~ (21'47);,lltid 
'four-star' Admiral G.E.R. "Gus" Kinnear, 11(347). Eighteen Alliatlon Midshiph1et1Wst til flag tahlt In 
military service and many others had notable car~>er$ lis test pilots, comm~rcillf airil,hii j11iotii1 laiNyets, 
doctors, engineers, dentists and company executives;) -' ,; : · ''' ·. 

!t ::'!;:~; ;'•I A~,;: 
'' .. ''~ 

·~tri.~-: 

·fJ., 

,r· !I 



:~A*) 
,....-""' .j"' '"". 

GEORGE G. SHARP, INC. 
d '! 

-~;,- 'r 
635 SLATERS L~~E. SUITE 200, ALExi.NORIA, VA 223!4 

·,, / 
,, ,/ 

'•<.. ~p·· 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
J~~IIWJ!:ID) 

DEC 2 6 2000 c/o Califurnia Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite I 03 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

Greetings, 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST OISTRic::1' 

!!F&t 
20 December 2000 

I am pleased and proud to provide a copy of my letter to Sara Wan, which states my strongest 
possible endorsement for bringing ex-MIDWAY to San Diego. 

This is a most worthy project and I wish you God speed in completing it. 

03) 548-4400 www.~harp.com FAX (703) 548-4592 
i.•. •\ I .·~ :\ 

• • 
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GEOR<fE G. SHAftP, INC. 

i wn u FNC.J,.._.,'"' 
-t Tr 

635 SLATERS LA~: SUITE 200, ALE~NDRIA, VA 22314 -----~'I-.~ 

Sara Wan 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd 
Mah'bu, CA 90265 

DearMs Wan: 

'\), ' 
·.,<. ~;;..>·"'' 

20 December 2000 

J~llWltJID 
DEC 2 6 2000 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAL COMiv\ISSION 

SAN DlfGO COAST DISTRICT 

I have recently learned you will soon consider establishing ex-USS MrDWAY in San Diego, 
where she will serve as both a permanent education and visitor attraction center and tribute to both 
the ship and the Navy. I am writing to provide my strongest possible endorsement for such an 
undertaking. 

As a furmer MIDWAY sailor, a career Naval Aviator and frequent visitor to San Diego, I can think 
of no finer project than one t.h.i!t will bring such a positive asset as ex-MIDA Y to the public, 
especially in San Diego. San Diego is a uniquely multi-cultural and multi-interest town- and it 
has always been a Navy Town. This effort provides very fitting testimony to that vital Navy link. 

I know the support for this effort is strong, starting with sound fiscal and operations/maintenance 
plans, all endorsed by the San Diego Taxpayers Association and many other, independent 
organizations. More, the local educational organizations and schools have all expressed their 
support, naturally and especially for the educational aspects ex-MrDW A Y will provide. Special 
interest groups aside, the San Diego Community as a whole have voiced overwhelming support, 
the latest expression being more than 80% in favor. 

This project also extends far beyond the inward-looking aspects of establishing ex-MIDWAY as an 
education and visitor attraction. Even more important, it will give a dignified home to a gallant 
warrior, which will forever honor its service, the countless thousands who have served in her and 
the whole of the Naval Service. 

I most strongly support the establishment of ex-MIDWAY in San Diego and hope to be one of her 
first visitors- I truly look forward to the opportunity to be aboard my old "bome" when next I am 
in San Diego. 

(703) 548-4400 

"' :, 

I wish you the very best in this noble effort, 

www.~harp.oom 

'\ !\ 

MoS:tt~··.. ~--·l?t_f!J ~. ,£:J 
' ~tam, Navy et) 

FAX (703) 548-4592 
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~~t~u\~VJtJID 1840 Circo del Cielo 

El Cajon, CA. 92020 

February 5, 200 I 
FF.B 0 20tJ 

Sara Wan, Chair 

California Coastal Commission 

22350 Carbon Mesa Road 

Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Sara Wan, 

This letter symbolizes a strong YES VOTE for the North Embarcadero 

Visionary Plan bringing the Midway Museum to San Diego Bay. 

San Diego with her 75 year association with naval history is the ideal home for 

the Midway Museum. It is appropriate that San Diego showcase the History of the United 

States Navy with this hands on educational exhibit. 

I strongly disagree this magnificent ship will block view of San Diego Bay. The 

free access to all from the Midway's 500 ft bow will attract San Diegans and tourists 

alike. 

The ground work is well laid. Help make Navy History a reality for residents, 

their children and visitors for generations to come. It is important we all visualize what it 

takes to ensure freedom for our.country and the world. 

Sincerely, 

fl tf't'i ?'( Ltr~-'"---
Inglid Massee 

• 

Sara \Van, Chair 
Catitt'lrmA Coastal Commis~on 
22J 50 Carbon Mesa Rd 
Malibu, CA, 902o5 

Dear Ms_ Wan, 

Roger & Emily Lynrh 
1711 Circo del Cielo Drive 

El Cajon. California 92010 

~~[;!llWJtOO) 
FEB 0 6 2001 

CAliFORNiA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST f'liSTRICT 

• 

Felnua1y 05, 200 I 

We urge you to take tavorable action in approving the proposal to use the USS MIDWAY as an Aircrall Carrier 
Museum 

This lt~tter is writ en on behalf oftht! volunteer committee which has worked so hard to save the aircraft carrier USS 
MIDWAY tbr contJnued service to the greater San Diego region. I served in destroyer escorts tOr that tine s.hlp 

the Kt'irean conflict I have many memode_o;; of <Jur roie in protecting Midway and her pilots, some of whom 
were m dJstrcss returning from CQmbat missions. I am certain that the .ship would be properly maintained bv a vast 
volunteer organization. lt woutd serve 1uany purposes for the community and would be a sought after 
attraction. 

He~vmg USS Ml OW A Y on public dtsptay would be valuable to younger generations as a poignant reminder of the 
three Pacitic wars tbught by th.is country. It is my opinion that our young people have ever decreasing appredation 
f\"'r even recent US history A highly visual and readily accessible symbol, like USS MlOWA Y, offers a serious 
reminder of what J1as gone betbre 

t have some experience with the restoration, rehabilitation and support of the SS LANE VICTORY which is. the last 
MJrvivlng WWU Victory ship, located in Long Beach Harbor. The SS LANE VICTORY serves as an active matitime 
museum, is well supported by volunteers and supports many community activities. Groups have meetings on board, 
service groups take lunch on board, school children visit the ship on a regular basis and the whole projeCt is 
self: sustaining. 

Sau FranClsco h"" the SS JEREMIAH O'BRIEN, a fully restored WWilliberty ship The vessel is in such good 
shape that It Jlarticipated in the 50th amliversary of the D-Day landings in France. Again, the project is completeJy 
supported by volunteers and \sa huge success ln ai1 of the areas suggested by the San Diego Aircraft Canter Museum 
Directors/Volunteers/Donors:. Los Angeles and San Francisco are major coJnntercia1 seapOJ1s. San Diego, wltile not 
a major cornmerclal seaport, has a ion~ and distinguished history of supporting a variety of US Navy activities. 
With this long tradition of support for the naval services comes a huge rest.."fvoir of sympathetic dtizens who served 
active duty in naval air. aircratt carrier. submarine and surface ships. Based on the San Francisco and Los Angeles 

~rience, there is no doubt the US MIDWAY would be well served in the new capacity by a grateful co1umu 
an enthusiastic volunteer corp. 1 am ats;.1 sure that all satety and environmental requirements would be met 

as they have been in other Cafiiixnia locations. 

Sincerely, 

~l!'4J YV~-r.r~ 



February 7, 2001 

Sara l'i'an , Chair 

~~~IIW~fiD 
FEB 0 B 2001 

CAliFORNI# 
<:OASTAl <:OMMISO>iON 

SAN f)tEGO C:OA~'t rti~TP!Cl 

California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Re: uss Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum-San Diego 

Dear Ms . Wan, 

As a native San Diegan, born in 1923 and presently retired, 
I and my wife support whole-heartedly plans to establish the 
"Midway Museum" in San Diego Bay. The mooring of the USS 
Midway in San Diego Bay is consistent with San Diego's 
history of naval aviation and compatible with the past and 
present day naval facilities and activities in our city. 

Such a museum will serve to entertain and educate our many 
tourists in San Diego and our many school students of all 
ages. It will also serve as a commemoration to the thousands 
of service personnel who sailed from San Diego to overseas 
assignments in war and peace. 

We feel confident it will always be a popular attraction 
for all to see and visit. Also, it will add millions of 
dollars to San Diego's economy. Local support for the Midway 
is in excess of 85% of our population. 

we strongly recommend the California coastal Commission 
approve the plan(s) for the USS Midway Aircraft Carrier 
Museum in San Diego. 

Sincerel~, d-~~ 
~.Marinos 

cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 

• • 

Sara Wan, Chair. 

jftfr!';!EliWl!JID 
FEB 0 8 200i 

CAUFORNlt·· 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

riAN DIEGO COAST tJI~t~lr:T 

Californis Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, Ca. 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

February 5. ZOOl 

I am writing tnis letter requesting that you and the California 
Coastal Cpmmission support locating the Aircraft Carrier Midway 
Museum at the Navy Pier, on Broadway, in downtown San Diego. 

Navy r~er is a strategic location that will allow the maximum 
number of visitors, both local and out of town tourists, to visit 
this historic carrier. 

The Midway Museum will be a tribute to all of the Navy personnel 
who departed from San Diego to fight in the wars and police actio• 
beginning with World Warll. 

Again, I urge you and the Coastal Commission to approve the Navy 
Pier location for the USS Midway Museum. 

V Copy Sent To: 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o Calif. Coastal Commission Staff 

Sincerely, 

Fred M. Mhoon 

• 



• 
February 5, 2001 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Costal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, Ca. 90265 

Dear Ms. Wau: 

~~~llWJtiDJ 
FEB 0 B 2001 

CALirO~I>llt-. 
COASTA\. ~QMMlSSION 

SAN DIEC',Q COAS'I """"~''" 

I wanted to let you know my feelings in regards to the aircraft carrier USS Midway, being 
brought to San Diego as a museum. 

I truly believe this would be a great idea. Our town is wbere the naval aviation saga 
started. Its been linked to tbe Navy for decades and the site for this kind of museum is 
pel'fect, let alone the revenue it would bring in for San Diego. 

Voting in favor of this 11roject would surely be very much appreciated by the people of San 
Diego. 

Sincerely, 

Samy Zaka ~ .~ ,,Jj 11 
Lemon Grove, Calif. 91945 .)1..~"""¥"").. 

eel North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff, San Diego 

• • 
msRambling Road li»lE'~l~ff\~(l;i"f.nl 
S«T1l Valley, CA 93065-5725~ I: " 1 ·-~~·f LI.J] 

.J/-\N - t 2110: 
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January 4, 2001 COASTAL COMh~:~SiGt" 
51\N DIEGO COAST ')IST~IC1 

RE: San Diego Unified Port District Port Master Plan Amendment No. 27 (North Emban;aderol 

california Coastal Commission 
San Diego Area 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

Dear California Coastal Commission. 

Subject: Approval of The Midway Aircraft CarTier Museum 

I proudly served onboard the USS Midway (CVA-41} for two tours of duty duling the Vietnam War 
(1971 & 1972) and was assigned to the catapult crew in V-2 Division. The Midway and its crew helped 
keep world peace lor over 45 years from World War II until she was decommissioned after the GuW 
War. She is a proud part of our American history and deserves to be preserved and shared with all 
Amelicans as The Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum. 

I have anxiously followed the progress to bling the Midway to San D~o as a museum but I have been 
disappointed by the many delays. I just discovered that on the 10 there will be a heating on this 
proposal and I have further read the summary of the Coastal Commission's Staff Recommendations. I 
strongly disagree with the Staff's recommendation to deny "the Midway Aircraft CatTier 
Museum pol'llon of the amendment"/ The Midway will be a source of great plide and accessible to 
the public as a reminder of au the military personnel who have sacrificed so much for our freedom. To 
deny this great warship ~·s place as a floating museum in San Diego would be dreadful mistake. The 
Midway is part of our American history and should not end up as scrap metal... and the Coastal 
Commission needs to do whatever possible to make The Midway Aircraft Carner Museum beoome a 
reality. 

I support protecting the California coast and even have three Wyland Whale's Tail license plates in our 
family. From your web site, ~appears that the contributions from these license plates add a significant 
amount to Coastal Commission programs. As you can see, I financially and theoretiCally support the 
California Coastal Commission, however I must strongly disagree with the Staffs recommendation to 
deny The Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum. 

The deveiopers of this Museum are proud Amelicans who will be lUCky to break even on this Museum 
development and I am grateful for all of their hard work to get approval from all of the various 
governmental agencies involved with this development 

Please approve this worthy museum project that is being developed by private individuals in order to 
share a big piece of American history with all Americans for generations to come. PI-• do not deny 
this worthy usage of a small part of our California coast because in my opinion the benefits far outweigh 
any perceived negative impact of The Midway Alrcmft Carrier Museum. Soon, I will hopefully be 
able to take my family to proudly share with them a great piece of American history where I proudly 
served our country ... USS MIDWAY (CVA-41) 

Sincerely, 

J/[a.£Pt~3a-r 
Frank Provenzano 



December 11, 2000 

Ms. Sara Wan 
Chait 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, California 92065-5015 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

Jft~I:IIWft@ 
DEG 2 8 2000 

CAL! FORNI." 
COA&Tht "">MMISSiON 

SAN DlfOO COAST DIS"I~rt;t 

I am writing to request your support for berthing of the USS Midway as part of the North 
Embarcadero Visionary Plan., which I understand will be considered during the week of 8 
January 2001 by the California Coastal Commission. 

As a retired Naval officer who served aboard an aircraft carrier and as a San Diego County 
resident and taxpayer, I would like to see the USS Midway project become a reality. I believe 
that she will enhance the city's tourism industry, while serving as a permanent education 
centtt avirilable to the public. 

San Diego has long been a military town, and is the home to many military families, both 
active and retired. These families will also appreciate having this historical symbol of sea 
power that has protected freedom around the world for five decades as a. floating museum. 
Just as the USS Intrepid has become a popular tourist attraction in New York City, I believe 
that the USS Midway Museum will be a resounding success in San Diego. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration regarding the matter. 

::;~ 
Garry B. West 

cc: San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum 
Attn: Riley D. Mixson 
1355 North Harbor Drive 
San Diego, California 92101 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
C/0 California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, C..alifornia 92108 

• • 

Weste 

• Fax: (B58) 530-1697 

January 9, 2001 

California Coastal Commission 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, #103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

J~IEIIW~Ull 
JAN 1 7 2001 

i;A~IFvP.Ni,:c 
COII.l'TAL (OMt..\I~SluN 

:IAN pji!OO ('_;G,\.i\T DISTRICT 

Subject: San Diego Port Amendment #27 - North Embarcadero Redevelopment 

Commissioners: 

I am in total agreement with this proposal EXCEPT for the docking of the U.S.S. 
Midway. 

If you have seen that ugly monstrosity in Bremerton, Washington, you would not 
want it destroying our wonderful waterfront view. 

This rusting tub does not belong in San Diego and representing this wonderful 
city. Do you want visitors remembering San Diego with this ship in mind or the 
beautiful city? 

Vote no on U.S.S. Midway. 

Sincerely yours, 

.:..) I o c:.:'l/ 
,l"¥ch-'<- -, Y'---

Hal Moore 
Chairman and C.E.O. 

HMJgv 

cc: All Port of San Diego Commissioners 
Mayor Dick Murphy 

• 
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Arthur H. Noehren, C.P.A. 

200 Horizon H;l!, Orivo 

El Cajon, California 92020 

Tel and fax (6,9) 334-SoS• 

February 4, 2001 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
CIO California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
S;;m IJiE'::JO C::':l 9/108-04402 

Re: Aircraft Carrier Midway Museum 

Gentlemen/Ladies, 

lflit©[;liW~mJ 
FEB 0 6 2001 

CAUfORI'<IA 
COASTAt COMMISSION 

~AN DIEGO COASI t:II>T~iq 

This letter is an appeal for the Commission to approve the proposed Midway museum, 
which I believe has overwhelming support by the citizens of San Diego San Diego is a 
strong Navy town and warrants such a memorial for the many men and women who 
have served in the Navy over the years. 

I believe it will also provide an interesting and unusual attraction for visitors, and an 
opportunity for people to understand the heritage and life aboard a Navy carrier. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

• 
February 6, 2001 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Costal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, Ca. 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

• 
J~~~II\~~w 

FEf3 (I !?.OOi 

I am writing to you in reference to the aircraft carrier USS Midway, being 
brought to San Diego as a museum. 

I truly believe this would be a wonderful idea. San Diego is a large military town 
and this would be a great way to honor the military. So many men have served 
on the USS Midway along with other ships to preserve our freedom. 

This is also an excellent way for our children to become involved in the history of 
the United States. I traveled to Washington DC with my daughters school to visit 
and never realized how much this would impact me and the children I traveled 
with. We all have a better prespective on our government and how it works. I 
feel this would also be true of the history of our armed forces. Our children, 
along with the adults, need to have this first hand experience of viewing the 
USS Midway to fully appreciate our country and our freedom we are so blessed 
with. 

The revenue that the ship would bring In as a tourist attraction for San Diego 
would be an added benefit to the project. 

Please vote in favor of bringing the USS Midway to San Diego. 

Sincerely, 

··iJa,c,a~.c~ 
Barbara Baxter 
8947 Lakeview Road 
Lakeside, Ca. 92040 

Copy sent to North Embarcadero VIsionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff, San Diego 



Donald A. Vance, M.D. 
Aviation Medicine· Senior FAA Examiner4201 Sweetwater Road 

Bonita, California 91902-1415 

February 5, 2001 

MsSaraWan 
Chair 

(6191 479-9325 • Fax 479-6262 

California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan: 

IR~~llWJ:t1ID 
FFB i1 't200! 

CAUFORNIA 
COASTA< CC>MMISSION 

:,),AN O!f.C..O COASl I)IS'!~I'l 

I am writing in support of the project to establish the permanent USS Midway 
museum. As a naval resetve officer now with 34 years service you may understand 
my prejudice loward providing ships for the general pubNc to experience. There are 
exhibits in a number of our dties which remain extremely popular and informative. It 
has long been recognized that as a Navy city, San Diego should have a similar 
facility and the Midway is an outstanding project. 

I have followed this project vvith great interest. as I have been able to arrange tours 
of ships for family members over the years because of my duty status. I can assure 
you that the trip through a ship has been reported many times over the years as the 
high point of a trip to San Diego, despite all our other attractions in the area. A 
readily available ship tour which does not datract from the mission of the active duty 
personnel would be a we1corne and appropriate San Diego attraction. 

Sincerely, ,-

,£,~ ( J:u_t-,_~ 11/L 7 
Donald A. Vance, MD 

Cc: Coastal Commission Staff 
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February 6, 2001 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Rl. 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Mrs. Wan, 

I am writting to you in regards to the USS Midway. I feel that this 
conversion into a naval aviation museum is a benefit to San Diego, as 
well as California. 
As you are aware San Diego is a navy based city in which an aircraft 
carrier museum would be a spectacular event for all. 

San Diego needs this event for residents and their visitors. 
This museum will provide a wonderful educational venue and 
memorial facility in honor for all who served in the force. Our future 
depends on our children and their childrens' children. Education is the 
key element and this is a prime opportunity for bands on experience for 
all ages. 

Please take the time and consider this for all who served and lost their 
lives to earn our freedom. 

Sincerely 

\ \~1::.""-~-'-'-
Mishelle Barton 

CC: 
california coastal commission staff 
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San Ysidro-Otay Rotary Club 
P.O. Box 432250 

San Ysidro, Ca 92143 
Ph. ( 619) 662 4707 

Quique Sanchez President 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa R.d 
Malibu, Ca. 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan 

~~J;IIWJ!:IID 
FEB 1 4 2001 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAl. <:OMMISSION 

:iAN DIEGO COA1>T f>ISTRIO 

CREATE AWARENESS 

~ 
TAKE ACTION 

As the final phase on approving the mooring of the Midway in the Navy pier in our 
beautiful bay comes to an end, we at San Ysidro-Otay Rotary club would like to express 
our support for the Midway to be part of our city and appreciate your approval. 

Not only this carrier will be used as a tourist attraction, but will serve as a tribute to 
thousands of sailors who sailed from San Diego to serve their country. 

Most important of all is the opportunity that we in San Diego will have for our children to 
learn more about aircraft carriers and their involvement in time of wars and promoting 
peace in the world we live in. 

The unique relationship that the Navy and our City has had for over 75 years will be 
forever sealed with the Midway making San Diego its home. 

Respectf.uUy; • 

(~ ,:; . 1: 
Members 
San Y sidro-Otaty Rotary Club 
Enrique A Sanchez 
President 

cc: North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 

... ~ 

500 HOTEL CIRCLE NORTH SAN DIEGO, CAliFORNIA 92108 TELEPHONE (619) 291· 7131 

February 12, 2001 

The Honorable Sara Wan 
Chairwoman 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Catbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan: 

~~~ 
I:ESO.T .t CONVBNT!OH CI.NTER 

J~&Ji;lEll\\fJ!:lm 
FEB l '< 1:'00: 

Let me take a moment to let you know how strongly I feel that Midway at Navy Pier will make a 
great memorial to honor the 75 years of partnership between the Navy and the City of San Diego. 
I feel this would serve as a wonderful tribute to the thousands of service person that sailed from 
San Diego to fight for America's freedom in numerous wars. Many of these great service people 
gave their lives for our freedom. 

As you know, San Diegans have given overwhelming support to having Midway as a museum 
open to the public at Navy Pier. Opinion poll supported it by 86%! 

This will also be a terrific, .free educational venue for approximately 40,000 San Diego students. 
San Diegans and visitors to beautiful San Diego will be given a chance to see and explore the 
U.S. Navy's aircraft carrier, which has protected and promoted peace in the United States for 
more than half a century. 

The Midway will provide San Diego with a wonderful new attraction to be enjoyed by all and 
provide a new and unique event venue to serve the growing convention/meetings and special 
events industries in San Diego. 

~
y, I;: 

1h;1i£ 
Ja e~o 
Vice President-Marketing 
ATLAS HOTELS, INC . 

.JLO:btw 

cc: veallfomia Coast Commission staff 
Salvatore Giametta, Vice President 
Cbnv. & Visitors Bureau 
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Hilton 
1 Diego Mission Valley 

February 12, 2001 

ff\OM.I!:!E OFFICE QE 
JACK GIACOMINI, CHA 

Vtce President, Managmg Director 

The Honorable Sara Wan, Chairwoman 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan: 

~ 
HANALEI 

H 0 TEL 

~~~J;UWltiDl 
FEBl1(0U' 

(.AUf Chi ·H:> 
COASTAL COMN'Il:~Sl )I'' 

:>AN DIEGO 

I am writing on behalf of our 500 employees to request your support of 
the USS Midway Project to be sited at San Diego Navy Pier. 

Our city and the United States Navy have enjoyed a wonderful 
partnership for over 75 years. The USS Midway Project is a highly 
significant memorial to the thousands of service personnel who have 
shipped out from our harbor to fight five wars of the twentieth century for 
America's freedom. 

The vast majority of San Diegans favor this tribute to honor those who 
have so honorably served out country from our shores. 

We ask for your support of this project. 

Sin//~ ••. 
·k~~ 

Ja:z6iacomint 
Vi'CZ President, Managing Director 

JG/fr 

2270 Hotel Circle North • San Diego, California 92108 
Office (619) 297·1101 • Cell (619) 994-2028 • Fax (619)291-4424 

• 
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• 
WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY CLUB OF SAN DIEGO 

2557 3nl Ave, San Diego, Ca 

Ms Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 

Dear Ms Wan, 

~
\ ... ,..···~\'"'\ji-ll'~ ~~\.L !_i!:tt•:(~ ~ Ji 
J.:)"""" "-I- '·.;.,..jl\J 

"' 
ITB (J ', ,100! 

8 February 2001 

I am writing to support bringing the aircraft carrier Midway to San Diego, 

Mr. Alan Uke came to the Women's University Club some time ago to present a program 
on bringing the "Midway", an historical Naval Aircraft Carrier, to San Diego. Since then 
we have been eagerly waiting it's arrival. It will be a great learning experience for our 
children and a feature tourist attraction, but most importantly it represents a partnership 
with the Navy in San Diego. I have lived here in San Diego since 1938. Most of the 
members of our Women's Club are long time residents and are very much in favor of 
having this historical Naval Museum in our harbor. 

Copy to: 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
And Midway Magic Office 

Sincerely, 

''.:;,,,~ C,V,J.z. 

vJane Clark 
Program Chairman 
Women's University Club 
9150 Larga Vista Ct 
Spring Valley, Ca 91977 
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Letitia Coxe Shelby Chapter, NSDAR 

February 10, 2001 

Sara Wan, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Ms. Wan, 

~~~~u~~l.~JID 
fTB 1 !L20ut 

Last September Mr. UJre spoke to the Letitia Coxe Shelby Chapter 
of the DAR in La Mesa about the ptOposed Midway Museum. 
Our mernhers were very excited and supportive ofthe Midway 
projeet. 

San Diego is a Naval pon and we need this memorial for our city. 
Ours is a Naval and Marine f.lmily.. It will ptOVide an educational 
value to our students--both young and old-and a great 
opponunity to have first hand experience to explore and study the 
workings of an aircraft carrier. 

The Museum will be a woaderful commemoration for the 
thousands ofNaval personnel who have been in the service of 
America. 

The Midway Museum will be a great place to bold speeial events 
for the people of San Diego and our visitors. 

I sincerely hope the Midway Museum will happen! 

Sincerely, , 
',,··£('~ 

:::) ..... r;.~T-1-r" 
Bobbie F. Jenkins 

Copy to: Nonb Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
1515 Metropolitan Dr., Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-04402 

• 

---------------------------------------------------
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The Honorable Sara Wan 
Chairwoman 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, California 90265 

~~~IIW~IJII 
FF]~ 1 5 200! 

CALIFORt-liA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

:.iAN DIEGO COAST'"~'"":' 

Re: USS Midway berth at San Diego Navy pier 

Dear Chairwoman Wan: 

Lawrence LeClaire 
716/rupiration Lane 
Esc!Jndido, California 92025 

14 February 2001 

It has come to my attention that you will be reviewing the berth of the USS Midway as a 
museum at San Diego's Navy pier in the near future. It is my sincere hope this outstanding 
memorial will be approved. especially for both San Diego and the Navy and Southern California. 

The USS Midway serves as an admirable commemoration to the thousands of service 
personnel who sailed from San Diego to fight wars during the past 60 years and for which many 
gave their lives to keep our great nation's freedom. Just as important, the USS Midway provides 
an extraordinary memorial to respect and honor the 75 years of partnership between the U.S. Navy 
and the City of San Diego. 

The museum will give both San Diegans and visitors from all parts of California and the 
nation an exceptional, firsthand opportunity to see and explore one of the U.S. Navy's most 
astoJJShing technological wonders. It wilt be a spectacular attraction to be enjoyed by all who visit 
ow- great city of Southern California and will provide a new and singular happening to seiVe the 
growing convention/meeting and special events industries in San Deigo. Most important, the 
Midway will provide an outstanding educational venue at no cost to thousands of San Diego 
students each year. 

As you know. professional public opinion polls have shown that San Diegans 
overwhelmingly (86%) give their support to the USS Midway as a museum. A museum open to 
the public. 

Finally, as a Korean War veteran, I believe this project will be one of ow- finest and 
deseiVes your commission's complete approval. Thank you. 

·/ cc: California Coastal Commission Staff 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 

Sincerely, 

~\.,V~-t'\'1~{ G'~1&vvr..< 
\:Jwrence LeClaire 

• 
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William F. Quarg 

11949 Hiuerside Driue, # 15 
lakeside, en 92848-2319 

Chairwoman Sara Wan 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan, 

lf!~~liWJE[ffi 
FEB 1 5 2001 

r..: . .:..UfC>f;;~~;,:;, 
"-":OASTAl COMM15St0h 

:;AN DIEGO \.OAST l)l>l!U<.1 

February 13,2001 

I write to encourage favorable consideration of berthing the USS Midway at Navy 
Pier in San Diego as part of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

The addition of Midway to the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan would provide 
another fine attraction for the thousands of visitors to San Diego each year. 
Further, it would provide an excellent educational venue for about 40,000 students 
each year. With a sound funding plan and the support of a vast majority of San 
Diegans, this fine tribute to our Navy is most appropriate. Midway would serve as a 
reminder of the contributions and sacrifices made by our service personnel on a 
daily basis on board our ships of the line and would additionally serve as a memorial 
to honor the 75 years of partnership between the Navy and the City of San Diego. 

I urge favorable consideration of the Midway project. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Quarg 

.; Copy: 

North Embarcadero Visionary Plan 
c/o California Coastal Commission Staff 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

• 
12 February 2001 

The Honorable Sara Wan 
Chairwoman 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan: 

• 
~~I~llW~IDJ 

~ EB l ;; 2001 

We have been following the news about bringing the Midway to San Diego and we are 
delighted. We think the Midway at Navy Pier will make a wonderful memorial honoring the 
75 years of partnership between the Navy and the City of San Diego. It will serve as a 
noble commemoration to the thousands of service personnel who sailed from San Diego to 
fight in five wars for America's freedom. Many of them gave their lives to earn that freedom. 

Based on two professional public opinion polls San Diegans have given overwhelming 
(86%) support to having Midway as a museum open to the public at Navy Pier Midway 
will provide a superb equational venue to about 40,000 San Diego students free of charge 
each year. 

The Midway will give San Diegans and visitors a rare, firsthand opportunity to see and 
explore a technological wonder, the US. Navy's aircraft carrier, which has enabled the 
United States to protect and promote peace throughout the wor1d for more than half a 
century 

The Midway will provide San Diego with a spectacular attraction to be enjoyed by visitors 
and residents alike. In addition, it will provide a new and unique event venue to serve the 
growing convention/meetings and special events industries in San Diego. 

Please use your influence to expedite the location of the Midway. 

Very truly yours, 

!· } ' ""(; ' . 
cQ'-c.( ( .J./~,..J 

Marlene and Bill Colvin 
2383 Salisbury Drive 
San Diego, CA 92123 



Sara Wan, Chair 

Curtiss N. Stuart 
3075 Sandburg Court 
San Diego, CA 92122 

Cali. fornia Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, California, 90265 

~~~llWJTY'11 151"-' ........ , " ' ... ;~,; .. 

FEB 2 l Z001 

Dear Madam Chair, February 21, 2001 

San Diego has its unique images: 

The Navy is 
part of us here. We're connected! 

My support for the Midway Museum project is quite 
strong and emotional. Please put me down on the YESSSS 
side of "Bring the Midway Here" and resolve the hurdles of 
approval. 

cc: San Diego Coastal 

• 

Sincerely, 
; ' ·' ' ) I I) .St' ... 

Curtiss N. Stuart, 
San Diego pri vote citizen 

Commission staff 

'\; \-
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® 
Sheraton San Diego 

HOTEL & MARINA 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE lf!~[g:: ·--:-. 

The Honorable Sara Wan 
FEB 2 1 2001 

Chairwoman, California Coastal Commissio&Asft;_u~g:. ·· · 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road SAN DIEGO COk. 

Malibu CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan; 

February 16, 2001 

It has come to my attention that the California Coastal Commission is seheduled to take up the 
North Embarcadero Visionary Plan (NEVP), including the Midway Project in mid March. 

Please allow me to point out the widespread support that exists throughout San Diego for this 
special project: 

San Diegans have given overwhelming (86%) support to having The Midway as a museum open 
to the public at Navy Pier. 

The Midway at Navy Pier will make a wonderful memorial to honor the 75 years of partnership 
between the Navy and the City of San Diego. 

The Midway will give San Diegans and visitors to San Diego a rare, :firsthand opportunity to see 
and explore a technological wonder, the US Navy's aircmft carrier. 

The Midway will provide a superb educational venue to about 40,000 San Diego students free of 
charge each year. 

The Midway will provide San Diego with a spectacular attraction to be enjoyed by visitors and 
residents alike. In addition, it will provide a new and unique event venue to serve the growing 
convention/meetings and special events industries in San Diego. ., 
Our Sheraton in San Diego believed so strongly in the benefit of this for the local community, 
that it contributed $25,000 as one of the original Plan Owners. 

Thank you for giving this project your very special attention and support. 

~b 
Vice President-Operations 
Southern California 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide.Inc. 

v ~......_e '1-''.A--'>'».e/?C<.. 

~<!... :. c. e. c_. (;:) ~ 
1380 HARBOR ISl.ANO DRIVE, SAN DIEGO, CA 92101, PHONE: (619) 291-:!900, FAX: (619) 692·2337 
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LORRENCE (RUSS) PORTER 

14 MEADOW Fox ROAD 
NORTH HAMPTON, NH 0:3862 

~~~IIWtiD) 
FEB 2 1 2001 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

~AN DIEGO CO.<\ST DISTRICT 

California Coastal Commission 
223 50 Carbon Mesa road 
Malibu, CA 92065 

Dear Sara Wan, Chairman, 

TEL. (60:3) 964-8400 
E·MAIL- LRANDJMP®AOL.COM 

(COPY) 

I am writing in support of the USS MIDWAY to be moved to San Diego to become an 
aircraft carrier museum I am sure the presence of the USS Midway will be a very rewarding 
attraction for San Diego and surrounding cities and towns and for the many visitors that I am sure 
would enjoy visiting this ship with such a great history. 

I have been following the path of the Midway since !left the ship in Norfolk. Virginia on 
September of 1948. Myself being a former crewman from 1946-1948. l was a printer working in 
the Print Shop and we published a weekly newspaper plus the many shipboard printing jobs. I was 
aboard when the V-2 rocket was fired otfthe east coast of the United States in the summer of 
1947, and it sure was an historical event. It ushered in the missile program of the US Navy. I was 
also aboard when we traveled to the Mediterranean Sea for 6 months. 1t was a period in history 
right after World War IT when things were still questionable in the European area. We lost 12 
shipmates during that cruise by accidents, they do happen aboard Navy ships, as we all know and 
continue to happen. I could go on and on, that's the life of the US serviceman. Pardon me for 
getting carried away. 

In closing I do hope the plans of many are carried out and this event will come true at 
least in my lifetime. 1 look forward to being present on the opening day of the Midway as an 
Aircraft Carrier museum. 

Sincerely, 

Lorrence R. Porter 

• • 
I>V 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
HOTEL-MOTEL ASSOCIATION 

February 14,2001 

The Honorable Sara Wan 
Chairwoman 
California Coastal Commission 
22350 Carbon Mesa Road 
Malibu, CA 90265 

Dear Chairwoman Wan: 

~~~uw~IID 
FEB 2 l 2001 

<~AliFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMI~ 

SAN DIEr,o 

I am writing to you to let you know that the San Diego County Hotel-Motel Association supports 
the North Embarcadero Visi<mary Plan (NEVP) including the Midway project which will make a 
wonderful memorial to honor the 75 years of partnership between the Navy and the City of San 
Diego. 

Midway will also serve as a noble commemoration to the thousands of service personnel who 
sailed from San Diego to fight in five wars during the twentieth century for America's freedom. 
Many of them gave their lives to earn that freedom. 

San Diegans (based on a public opinion poll) have given an overwhelming 86% support to 
having Midway as a museum open to the public at Navy Pier. It will also provide a superb 
educational venue to about 40,000 San Diego students free of charge each year. 

The Midway will also offer San Diegans and visitors to a rare, firsthand opportunity to see and 
explore a U.S. Navy's aircraft carrier, which has enabled the United States to protect and 
promote peace throughout the world for more than half a century. In addition, it will provide a 
new and unique event venue to serve the growing convention and special events industries in San 
Diego. 

We want the Coastal Commission to be aware of the widespread support that exists throughout 
San Diego County for this special project. 

1945 Quivira Way • Suite #05 • San Diego, California 92109 • (619) 224-2811 • FAX (619) 224-9314 
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En vi r·o n mental Health Coalition 

1717 Kettner Blvd., Suite 100 +San Diego, CA 92101 + (619) 235-0281 +FAX: (619) 232-3670 
ehc@ en vi ron men talh ea lth. o rg -. www. en vironme n ta /he a I th. org 

Sept 7, 2000 

Chairman Sara Wan and Coastal Commissioners 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

By Fax to District Office 

©~~IE ilW~IT\1. .~~· ~rt~ 

SEP 1 5 2000 

CALIFCRr·!! ... \ 
COASTAL C0Mf·A!5Si0N 

SAN DIEGO COAST D!::TRlCT 
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RECEIVED 

SEP 1 3 2000 
CALIFORNIA 

COASTAL COMMISSION 

RE: EHC opposition to approval of location of the USS Midway in San Diego Bay as 
part of the Nortll Embarcadero Visionary Plan. 

Dear Commissioners: 

• Environmental Health Coalition (EHC) wishes to communicate our strong opposition to 

• 

the location of the USS Midway carrier in San Diego Bay as part of the North Embarcadero · 
Visionary Plan. We request that this element of the project be removed prior to adoption for 
reasons listed below. 

The USS Midway is "fill" of at least four more acres of San Diego Bay and impacts many 
more. 

The Midway Museum satisfies the definition of "fill material" under both the regulations 
of the Corps and EPA "Fill material" is material used for the primary purpcse of replacing an 
aquatic area with dry land in the waters of the United States. 33 C.P.R. § 323.2(e), 40 C.P.R. 
232.2. Without a doubt, San Diego Bay is a water of the United States and therefore falls within 
the scope of section 404 and its implementing regulations. The project's primary purpose is to 
replace a large acreage of the bay with the Midway carrier. The large acre deck will overhang 
and impact more bay area. Since the Midway Museum would be moored at the Navy Pier, it 
would become a permanent structure in the bay. The proposed museum does not fall within any 
of the exemptions under section 404(f) of the Clean Water Act. In addition, the museum is not a 
federal project and is therefore not exempted under section 404(r). It js being donated by the 
Navy to a private, nonprofit group and falls within section 404. It should also be viewed as fill 
by the Coastal Commission . 

Exhibit#lS 
PMPA#27 

@ Printed on recycled oaoe' witn sovba>ed inks. ~ 
Letters of Opposition 



The IVIidway is an unnecessarv fill of San Diego Bay. 
The amount of fill that has occurred in San Diego Bay in the last few years is alarming. 

Over 14 acres of San Diego Bay have been filled in the past 3 years due to construction of two 
nuclear carrier piers and additional proposals, (the National City Marine Tem1inal Improvements 
project and perhaps the Cruise Terminal pier to name just two), are pending to fill even more of 
the Bay for maritime uses. We understand that there is a concept for mitigation of this project, 
but the US Fish and Wildlife Service has indicated to us that they have not seen details on or 
approved a plan at this time. We would assume that it must include animal predator control 
funds for the life of the project and mitigation site as well as the restoration. 

Overall, we support the development of comprehensive land use plans to guide 
redevelopment of areas around San Diego Bay. We particularly supports those projects which 
promote public open space, view corridors, pedestrian-oriented activities on the waterfront, and 
are designed to minimize impacts to habitat, air and water quality. This project does not meet 
those criteria. Instead, it results in a loss of more acres of open water and foraging area for birds, 
obstructed views of the bay, added cumulative traffic impacts, inadequate parking to 
accommodate its visitors, PCB and asbestos contamination threats, and additional losses of deep
water berthing. 

• 

As is well-known by the Commission, there are already three aircraft carriers to be • 
located in San Diego Bay. This is enough. There is no need or justification for any more. The 
working carriers will allow visitations and public access on a regular basis. A Navy museum 
does not have to be in a facility that fills the Bay or adds additional traffic to an already very 
congested area. 

Water quality impacts raised in the environmental review stage are not adequately 
addressed in the final EIR. 

Unlike all of the other projects in the North Embarcadero Plan that will receive additional 
specific plan environmental review, this is the final environmental review level for the Midway 
museum. In spite of this, the Port approved a plan that in response to concerns of environmental 
groups about runoff in vague, non-committal tem1s. In response to concerns by the 
environmental community about polluted runoff impacts, the responses state "Although no 
specific design has been completed to date, it is anticipated that "first flush" runoff from the pier 
will be collected and treated. The exact method of collection and treatment has yet to be 
determined. ... " (Response #94). This is not acceptable and does not assuage us that this issue 
has been or will be properly dealt with. The Coastal Commission should not accept this non-plan 
as adequate to protect water quality from carrier and parking lot runoff. We would not let any 
other dischargers get away with this. The same standard of review should apply to the Midway 
developers. 

The reliance on the Navy to " ... assess the adequacy and enforce the Stormwater 

2 • 
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Pollution Prevenfjon Plan.'·' should give you no comfort at all. Under what authority? The Navy 
is not a co-permittee under the municipal storm water permit. If this is not a Navy project, as is 
often claimed, why is the Navy the top regulator according to this document? We restate and 
reaffirm our concerns listed in our comment letter regarding hazardous materials use, PCB and 
asbestos abatement, and polluted runoff here. 

Project causes unmitigated, permanent loss of deep water berthing 
San Diego Bay is a multi-use water resource. Maritime operations and an active cruise 

ship industry are important parts of that multi-use. This project causes additional losses of deep 
water berthing potential in San Diego Bay. This loss has a significant cumulative impact 
especially when combined with other losses in deep water berthing, most notably the deep water 
in front of Campbell's Shipyard, and should be avoided. 

The fiscal impacts of this project should not be ignored. 
The Coastal Commission should seek a guarantee that the Midway will be able to pay for 

itself, and its mitigation requirements, for the life of the project. The financial picture of 
operating a carrier museum is far more complex than the materials indicate. Generally the public 
will not come to see an "empty" vesseL Top class exhibits will have to be installed which can 
run into a very significant expense. Further, to generate adequate revenue and visitor ship the 
exhibits must be changed to encourage repeat visits-again at additional cost. We do not want to 
end up with a rusting, city-sized vessel in our Bay or an expensive money pit that draws funds 
from other institutions in our region. This issue was so significant at a recent City Council 
hearing that close to a majority of the Council voted that additional environmental and fiscal 
analysis should be done for this project. 

We are very concerned that the l\!Iidway Museum will eventually become a financial 
burden on the public and could undermine existing institutions (such as the Maritime Museum), 
as well as environmental protection initiatives and mitigation requirements. We urge the 
Commission to demand evidence and agreements in-hand that full, committed funding with a 
renewing resource exists before this is approved. Please remember that the fiscal liability for the 
project relates to the developers ability to meet their mitigation requirements, maintenance, and 
long-term predator control. If money is short, the Coastal Commission should be concerned that 
the first thing to go will be funding for the mitigations requirements. 

The Midway will cause unacceptable impacts to traffic and circulation. 
Even if only partially successful, the Midway would contribute to a significant cumulative 

impact to I-15 and I-5 ramps, as well as significant parking increases, and these are unmitigated. 
This added traffic, congestion, and parking poses a potential increase in vehicle-related pollutants 
in areal fallout and runoff entering the Bay. Neither the areal fallout of P AHS from increased 
traffic nor the cumulative parking impacts (in addition to the parking impacts from just the Pier 
llA parking facility) were adequately mitigated in the MEIR, despite the fact that the Bay is 

3 



impaired for P AHs and a TIYIDL is being developed for P AHs. 

Impacts to Brown Pelican not addressed 
The significant impact identified is the loss of approximately four acres of foraging 

habitat used by California least terns and brown pelicans at the Midway site. As we understand 
it, the proposed mitigation plan does nothing to mitigate impacts to Brown Pelicans. 

Conclusion 
California does not need a second carrier museum. The environmental impacts of the 

proposed Midway Museum outweigh any potential benefits of bringing the carrier to San Diego 
Bay. The tourists that wili be attracted to this area by the North Embarcadero Alliance Visionary 
Plan can only benefit from an unobstructed view of San Diego Bay, a view that is not blocked by 
the carrier. San Diego Bay is small by most California bay standards. It already hosts one sixth 
of the U.S. Navy and will host three nuclear carriers. The Bay will suffer significant impacts 
from those operations as well. Please do not allow more of the Bay to be lost to this project. It is 
unnecessary, unmitigable, and unwanted. 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 

4 
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To: Chairperson Sara Wan and Coastal Commissioners, 
California Coastal Commission 

~~~llWtiiD 
NOV 1 5 2000 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

SAN OIEGO COAST DISTRIGT 

NO Thank You for the aircraft carrier parked on our Front Porch! 
Port Plan Amendment No. 27 is a BAD IDEA! 

The "save the Midway" project is a mistake for San Diego and will create 
unneccesary negative impacts on our harbor. 

Placing the aircraft carrier on the bay at the North Embarcadero will: 

•obstruct views of the bay (already the entire South Embarcadero view is 
totally blocked) 

•serious contamination threats are a real concern 

•loss of deep water berthing 

•replace an aquatic and foraging area for birds with at least Jour acres of 
"fill material" in our already small bay 

•add cumulative traffic impacts, including traffic and parking congestion 

•present a potential financial burden to the city due to maintenance and 
upkeep. 

Yes the military is an important part of the San Diego economy and the 
idea of a carrier museum is very cool - BUT THIS IS NOT THE PLACE TO PUT 
IT! PLEASE don't allow sentimentality and political pressure to put a 
"right " idea in a VERY WRONG PLACE. 

Please protect our bay, and our view of it, by rejecting this 
project. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
Marti E. Kranzberg 
San Diego, CA 
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URGENT MEMO November 8, 2000 

FROM: Tom Holman, 3535lat Ave, 3A 
San Diego, CA 92103 

TO: Sara Wan, Chairperson, and all 
Coastal Commissioners 
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REF: Aircraft Carrier Midway: a museum for San Diego bay 
Port Plan Amendment No. 27 (North Embarcadero Redevelopment) 

This small bay is already overcrowded and will impact our harbor in many negative 
ways. Placing the carrier on the North Embarcadero will take away about four 
acres of aquatic and foraging area for birds, obstruct what little view there is left of 
the bay, impact an already over-crowded traffic area causing more dangerous 
congestion, place more financial burdens on the taxpayers, to say nothing of further 
limiting of deep water berthing, and more possibilities of contamination. 

Please give these serious concerns your careful consideration at the November 13 
meeting which I cannot attend, in San Francisco. 
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COASTAl CO.\-IMISS!•.· '· 
nov 1 3 zooo 
CAlifORNIA 

>A51Al COMMISSiON 
DIEGO COAS1 DIS1RICT 

November a, 2000 t..e.~ t?,,.f f{l4,.., ~J,wt-•_.1'7 

Chairperson Sara Wan and Coastal 
Commissioners, California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street 
San Francisco, CA 941 04 

Dear Chairperson 'Wan & Coastal Commissioners, 

We have learned that the San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum wants 
to convert the 51 ,000-ton retli'Qd aircraft carrier Midway into the 
nation's newest floating museum and entertainment destination at the 
Navy Pier in San Diego Harbor, just south of the bottom of Broadway. 

We believe this project is a mistake for San Diego in that it will create 
unnecessary impacts on our harbor. Among other things, placing the 
carrier on the North Embarcadero will: replace an aquatiC and foraging area 
for birds with at least four acres of "fiil materiaf' in our already small bay; 
obstruct views of the bay; add contamination threats; add cumulative 
traffic impacts, including traffic and parking congestion; loss of deep 
water berthing; and is a potential financial burden to the city. 

We feel that the kind of hetter-skelter development of our fair city that we 
have seen in the past is no longer a viable option for us, nor our 
environment. 

~~--------

• 
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LOJr~ I M),\_ 

To: Chairperson Sara Wan and Coastal Commissioners, California Coastal Commission 

NO Thank You for the aircraft carrier parked on our Front Porch! Port Plan Amendment No. 27 
is a BAD IDEA! The ·•save the Midway" project is a mistake for San Diego and will create 
unnecessary negative impacts on our harbor. Placing the aircraft carrier on the bay at the North 
Embarcadero will: 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Obstruct views of the bay (already the entire South Embarcadero view is totally 
blocked) 
Pose potential serious contamination threats 
Cause a loss of deep water berthing 
Replace an aquatic and foraging area for birds with at least four acres of"till 
material" in our already small bay 
Add cwnulativc traffic impacts, including traffic and parking congestion 
Present a potential financial burden to the city due to maintenance and upkeep 

Yes the military is an important part of the San Diego economy and the idea of a carrier 
mW!Cwn is a good one· BUT TmS IS NOT THE PLACE TO PUT IT! PLEASE don't 
allow sentimentality and political pressure to put aright idea in a VERY WRONG PLACE. 
Please protect our bay, and our view ofit, by rejecting this project. 
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Chairperson Sara Wan and 
Coastal Commissioners 

California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

8437 Sugannan Drive, l-a Joua"';'b'k92037-2226 
(858) 453-6427, fax 453-4433 

ZPKrlpke@csi.com 
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NOV 0 8 2000 
CAliFORNIA 

COASTAL COMMISSION 
SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

NOV 0 f, 2000 

CALIFORNL\ 
COASTAL COMMISSICI'~ 

Dear Ms Sara Wan and Commissioners, 

I oppose the Port Plan Amendment No. 27 (North Embarcadero Redevelopment) to 
bring the retired aircraft carrier Midway to San Diego's harbor. 

Parking the enormous carrier will result in the loss of over four acres of our natural bay 
shoreline. This area of the San Diego Harbor iS already impacted with traffic and 
parking congestion; another 'attraction' is not needed. This project stands a good 
chance of becoming a financial burden on a city that is already staggering under the 
costs of recreational projects like the ballpark. 

This is an ill advised project that takes away still more of our shoreline and that has had 
little discussion or support by our citizens. It should not go forward. 

Sincerely, 

~ fbM,ph-

(,::' 

··'Ill 

Chairperson Sara Wan 
and Costal Commissioners 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont St. 
San Francisco, CA 941 04 

Dear Sara Wan, 

Ll.h.:d 
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• 
November 8, 2000 
134 2nd Ave., 
Chula Vista, CA91910 RECEIVED 

NOV 13 2000 
CA!.!FORN!A 

COASTAl. COMMISSION 

This letter relates to Port Plan Amendment 27 (North Embarcadero Redevelopment) in San 
Diego. We are very much concerned about and opposed to the proposed conversion of the 
Midway Aircraft Carrier to a floating museum and entertainment center proposed for the Navy 
Pier in San Diego Harbor just south of the foot of Broadway. 

The bay is already dominated by the Navy and its ships. Everywhere one looks are Navy vessels. 
Another overpowering, huge, permanent ship right at the foot of Broadway is pushing the Navy's 
presence in our faces and spaces in a very objectionable way. 

As a person born in San Diego in 1918 and having grown up with a personal connection with the 
unique beauty of the San Diego ha.rbor, and seeing the changes in the bay through the years, I feel 
that this project is not good for San Diego and will create unnecessary impacts on our harbor. 

This development will take away from our already small bay, at least 4 acres of"fill material", 
replacing aquatic and foraging area for birds. It will be a huge obstruction to views of the bay, 
add contamination threats and add to the already critical traffic and parking congestion of the 
waterfront area. It will take away needed deep water berthing space and will be a potential 
financial burden to the city. There is more than enough domination of the bay by our Navy 
already. 

We need to keep to enjoy unobstructed views of the bay and its aquatic activities- which have 
been one of our city's biggest assets through the years, and we need to keep from creating even 
much more traffic and parking congestion and frustration for our central area waterfront. 

Please take these views into your considerations of this ill-advised project. 

Sincerely yours, 

/)m L 'cl' if'. ?k.;t/;;:n-L-
JkP~<f·Th~ 
David W. Neptune 
Helen l Neptune 



Environmnefa't 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chairman 
California Coastal Commission 
46 Fremont Street #2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

DearMs. Wan: 

~~t;Ir~lltW~ 
MAY 1 1 2.000 

C.t..UfCj;.:i·~J.t· 

COAS1Al C0/11/i; 
SAN DIEGO COASl ili~,\ll.1c:' 

May4, 2000 

RECEIVED 

MAY - 9 2000 
CALIFORNIA 

COASTAL COMMISSION 

There is a great deal of publicity concerning the proposal before the California Coastal 
Commission to place the Midway aircraft carrier at the Navy's pier offHarbor Drive. I 
am aware that there is a certain level of controversy concerning this proposal with the 
Environmental Health Coalition and the Audubon Society in opposition. 

I am quite certain, based on my years as a biologist with the U.S. Navy (now retired) that 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Army Corps 
ofEngineers and the California Department ofFish and Game are likely to consider this 
placement as equivalent to a fill. I have been involved in several projects for which the 
Navy has had to provide in-kind and in-place mitigation. I refer especially to the two 
nuclear carrier projects that have recently been accomplished or in the news. I do 
understand that a number of other projects have been required to provide similar 
mitigation. 

As Chairman of the Technical Oversight Committee to the San Diego Bay Integrated 
Natural Resources Management Plan, I am opposed to any reduction in the surface area 
of San Diego Bay and assure you that the Committee in general and the Plan support the 
position that continued bay surface area reductions should not be allowed. 

I request, therefore, that the California Coastal Commission require, at a minimum, that 
the project proponents provide an equivalent acreage ofin-kind and, to the degree 
possible, in-place mitigation for the Midway project. I recall, for example, that the Navy 
had to create approximately 14 acres (planted with eelgrass) from upland fill at Naval Air 
Station North Island to mitigate for loss of a 14 acre water column as part of the first 
CVN carrier project (for the Stennis). There is no legitimate reason why the Midway 
proponents should be held to any lesser standard. It would be a benefit to the Bay for the 
Coastal Commission to require a mitigation ratio of more than 1:1. The Bay, which has 
been reduced by 1/3 over the last 100+ years, can only benefit from wisely planned 
mitigation that restores and enhances its sensitive habitats. 

7879 El Cajo.ard • La Mesa. California 91941-3623 • Pllone: (619) 461-8333 • FAX: (619) 461-8313 • e-mai. 

Cc: Capt. R.L. Phillips 
Naval Facilities Eng. Command 

Eileen Maher 
Port District of San Diego 

Sincerely, 

.9v7£Ai!1' 
JERRY R. BOGGS, Chairman 
Technical Oversight Committee 
San Diego Bay Integrated Natural 
Resources Management Plan 

Senior Natural Resources Program Manager 
The Environmental Trust 
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8305 Miralani Drive • San Diego • California 92126 • Phone: (619) 566-2200 • Fax: (619) 530-1697 
License II 481278 

1y 2, 2000 

'rt District Board of Commissioners 
65 Pacific Highway 
m Diego, CA 92101 

1bject: Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum 

lmmissioners: 

v iw--r'ttil\Y/1~1 ·. jfl~~ ,,,liD 
MAY 0 4 ZOOO 

(Alli'(!RI·IIA 
COASTAl COMMI~~/(Jt'<l 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISYiliCT 

1m adamantly opposed to parking this 50-year old gray piece of junk on our 
1terfront near the County Administration Building. 

m Diego is a modern city and parking a 50-year old dinosaur where it will block 
e boardwalk and bay view will be disastrous. In no way will it promote the 
:auty of this city. 

this the lasting impression San Diego wants to leave with tourists? I don't think 
Jl 

Jte NO! 

ncerely yours, 

7:1 a-.e 9YJ ~ 
31 Moore 
nairman and C.E.O. 

M/gv 

'· Union Tribune 
City Council Members 
Mayor Golding 
California Coastal Commission 

--· • 
i~t;rtilWftiiD 

DEC 2 0 ZOOO 

December 6, 2000 
CALIFORI'"lA 

COASTAL COMMISSION 
SAN DIEGO COf>.ST PISTRI(;.T 

Dear61\ y- f.\ \J A-N AY'JA C...ov..?..\." \ C. '-'"'"',._,.,c>'>' OV\<!.XS. 

I urge you to see what a dreadful mistake the Midway Project would be for San Diego. I 
do NOT want an aircraft carrier parked on San Diego's/my front porch! Port Plan 
Amendment No. 27 is Hasty and a BAD IDEA!!! This project will create many 
unnecessary negative impacts to our harbor and its surrounding area's. Equally, I do not 
favor an obstruction to our beautiful westward skyline. One· such bad example, is the 
1970's San Onofre Nuclear Power Plant today it is an "eyesore," among other things. 
Too bad for us, residents of Southern California, that our welfare was not truly 
considered when it was built. Presently, San Onofre appears to have been more about 
immediate conguer and greed, NOT the continuous health and the well-being of all. 

Please don't let BAD history repeat itself! Let us not make another mistake! Placing 
an aircraft carrier on the San Diego bay, at the North Embarcadero will: 

1. Obstruct the view of the bay (the South Embarcadero view is now completely 
blocked) 

2. Serious contamination threats 
3. Loss of deep water berthing 
4. Loss of an aquatic and foraging area for birds, due to fill material, our San 

Diego bay is already too small. Compare it to that of Seattle, W A. 
5. Traffic impact: local and freeways, including parking congestion 
6. A financial burden that will somehow be rolled on to San Diego taxpayers 

True. Military is important to San Diego, and the idea of a museum is nice; however, this 
is not the place to put it. Please do not let sentimental and political pressure sway you to 
overlook the truth. Please, the truth is, this is DEFINITELY not a favorable project for 
the San Diego bay. Please note: only a handful of SD residents have been informed of 
this proposed museum, and its proposed location. 

Similarly, a museum in San Diego clearly does not need to be on such a LARGE scale. 
As an alternative, the proposed military museum could be SUCCESSFULLY located in 
Balboa Park adjacent to the other important and popular museums of San Diego? Perhaps 
even near the Aerospace Museum. Therefore, if this sort of museum is needed in San 
Diego let it be at the infamous tourist museum area of Balboa Park! 

Please protect our/my bay, by rejecting this project. Thank you very much! And thank 
you for your time and consideration! 

Sincerely, ~\'"\a ....... l+c"~ v-.<..-.::,wo;-+t.._ 

Jty~ 'Jic'/~'~ 
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THE CITY OF 

SAN DIEGO MAY 2 4 2000 

VALERIE STALLINGS 
COUNCII.MEMSSR 
SIXTH OfSTAICT 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSIO 

SAN OI~(;Q C:OA:>T OIST~ic,· _, 

May 19,2000 

Coastal Commission 
3111 Camino Del Rio North #200 
San Diego, CA 92108 

Dear Coastal Commissioners: 

I am writing to state my long-standing position regarding the plan to bring the 
aircraft carrier Midway to San Diego. I do not~ the Midway Museum, 
but have never supported the proposed location. 

Because a waterfront promenade along the bay will be a wonderful addition to 
the San Diego lifestyle, I support this concept in the North Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan. The plan emphasizes enhanced access to the Bay by providing 
pedestrian amenities that combine to promote human-scale activities. The 
addition of public access improvements proposed by the Visionary Plan would 
create a continuous stretch of public open space and pedestrian-oriented 
activities connected by a landscaped esplanade from Laurel Street to Market Street. 

The Midway project is not compatible with the proposed Promenade because of 
the potential impacts to the existing public views of the bay related to the size 
and scale of the Midway ( 1,000 feet long with a control tower that is 190 feet tall 
measured from the waterline). Because the overriding urban design goal of the 
Port Master Plan and Centre City Community Plan is to preserve views to the Bay, 
I have not and will not support the proposed location for the Midway Museum. 

Sincerely, 

U~&rUJM 
Valerie Stallings ~ 
City Councilmember 

cc: Port Commissioners 

CityAdministrationBuilding • 202 C Street • San Diego, California 92101 • (619)236·6616 

~Prinood,.Roqclodf>apot 
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January 6, 2001 

~~~Il~ll!Im 
JAN - 9 Z001 

Ci<LIFORNIA 
Diana Lilly COASTAL COMMISSiON 

SAI>I DIEGO COA.S.T DISTRI(l 
California Coastal Commission San·u1ego Area Office 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 

Ms. Lilly: 

Please distribute the enclosed letter to all members of the California Coastal 
Commission in time for them to read it prior to the hearing to be held on January 
10, 2001 in Los Angeles. 

Thank You. 

DonWood()W 

• 
~~IEilWirill] 

January 6, 2001 . .JAN - 9 2001 
CALIFORNIA 

COASTAL COMMISSION 

Chairperson and Members, dfitclrifirfe&gs'la1 ~oWHlllssion 
C/0 San Diego Area Office 
7575 Metropolitan Drive Suite 100 
San Diego, CA. 92108-4402 

• 

Subject: Request by San Diego Unified Port Commission to amend the 
Certified Port Master Plan to allow for Development within the Waterfront 
Area known as North Embarcadero 

I ask Commission members to deny the San Diego Unified Port Commission's 
request to allow new development along the North Embarcadero. The proposed 
amendment to the Port Master Plan (Amendment 27), along with the request by 
the City of San Diego for an amendment to its Local Coastal Program (Major 
Amendment 4-2000) represent a major first step toward the development of what 
is sure to become a wall of high rise structures separating downtown San Diego 
from its own bayfront. Taken together, the two amendment requests represent 
piece meal development at its worst, which violates state planning rules which 
require that the Coastal Commission understand the long term comprehensive 
impacts on a coastal region before approving piecemeal new development. 

These two requests represent first steps in what will eventually lead to more high 
rise building massed along San Diego's western downtown waterfront than are 
currently contained in or planned for the downtown core. The Port and the City 
suggest that the Coastal Commission simply approve these preliminary 
developments at this time, without looking at what the long-term impact of these 
steps will lead to on San Diego's western bayfront. 

Unfortunately, previous Coastal Commissions allowed this same type of 
piecemeal planning process to be pursued on downtown San Diego's Southwest 
waterfront, with disastrous long-term results. 

First the original convention center was authorized, along with the original two 
Marriott Hotel towers. Through a separate planning process, the Marriott was 
later allowed to erect a third tower. Later, the Coastal Commission allowed a new 
Hyatt Hotel to go up. This was followed by authorization of a million square foot 
Convention Center addition. 

Today, as a result of this piecemeal authorization process, the entire southwest 
waterfront of downtown San Diego is sealed off from its own bayfront by a 
concrete wall of buildings ranging from 3-4 stores to over 20 stories high. 



One dO'M'ltown visionary, standing on Harbor Drive in front of the original 
convention center. said one may as well be in Des Moines, Iowa, given the loss 
of physical and visual access from dO'M'ltown to San Diego Bay. 

The North Embarcadero plan represents a series of deals made between entities 
bent on stacking as much commercial high rise footage as possible along San 
Diego's downtown bayfront. While the creation of a new pier, and recapturing a 
strip along Harbor Drive for pedestrian use is laudable, most of the landscaping 
proposed is intended to attract developers and lenders "Who will erect high rise 
buildings on the City of San Diego's property along Pacific Highway. 

The Port Districts price for supporting this proposal was its being allowed to 
develop a new high-rise 800 room hotel, double the height of the Cruise Ship 
Terminal, and erect new office buildings and retail structures along the bayfront. 
Many of these buildings would be constructed on an area celled Lane Field, 
"Which joins Broadway, downtown's central thoroughfare to the waterfront. This 
area has been called downtown San Diego's "front yard". This landmark area is 
far too important to be buried by commercial hotels, office and retail structures. 
This site is also "Where the proposed Nolan Park INOUid be developed. This 
waterfront park, proposed by San Diego County Supervisor Ron Roberts, and 
named after San Diego's most influential city planner, would provide an 
irreplaceable waterfront open space "Where San Diego citizens could gather to 
enjoy the city's placement along the Pacific shore. It should not be surrendered 
to piecemeal commercial development without first looking at its potential 
development as a key civic open space landmark. 

In 1981, I served an the Bayfront Complex Coordinating Committee, a joint 
planning organization that explored the potential for the North Embarcadero as 
part of an updated of the dO'M'ltown San Diego General Plan. Zoning 
recommendations put forward during committee deliberations were never 
subjected to a final vote. Instead, parties favoring increased bayfront 
development used a committee vote authorizing the recommendations to be 
distributed for oub!ic review as justification for short circuiting the planning 
process and moving forward with increased development schemes they 
supported. 

The City of San Diego then up-zoned property near the old Santa Fe train depot 
to allow between six and ten highrise buildings to be developed on City controlled 
land just east of the Bayfront. While these buildings have not yet been built, due 
to financing limitations, the property owner continues to entertain proposals made 
by candidate development companies. 

These structures, along with the new ones being proposed in these 
amendments, would create a mass of highrise commercial development along 
the western edge of downtown that exceed the total square footage of buildings 
in downtown's central core, and would permanently wall off downtown San Diego 
from its western waterfront. 

• • 

I urge the Coastal Commission to defer approval of these plan amendments, and 
instead direct the city and the Port Authority to jointly develop a long range 
master plan for development of downtown's entire western waterfront, running 
from Lindbergh Field to the G Street Mole. This Western Bayfront Master Plan 
should preserve clear visual corridors between downtown and the bay, increase 
downtown residents and workers physical access to the waterfront, provide for a 
landmark civic gathering open space at the foot of Broadway, and results in City 
and Port District zoning that steps the height and bulk of buildings downward, as 
you move from the downtown core to the edge of the harbor. 

Only after this joint master plan has been completed, with extensive public input, 
and carefully reviewed by the Coastal Commission, should any further 
development along San Diego's western bayfront be allowed. 

The Commission should reject the proposed North Embarcadero redevelopment 
plan at this time, and direct the City and the Port to come back with a fully 
developed master plan "Which allows the Coastal Commission to see "What 
western dO'M'ltown and its bayfront would look like in 2020, before any mare 
buildings are allowed to be built or enlarged in this coastal area. 

Sincerely, 

DOV'\~ 
Don Wood 
Former President, Citizen's Coordinate for Century 3 
Former member, Bayfront Complex Coordinating Committee 
Former Member, City of San Diego Land Use Advisory Committee 
4539 Lee Avenue 
La Mesa, CA 91941 
619/463-9035 
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January 3, 2001 

~Ji©~HWJtJID 
.JAN - 8 2001 

. CAliFORNIA 
Coastal Commiss~on COASTAL COMMISSiON 
3111 Camino del Rio North SAN Ol!iGO COAS.T DISTRICT 
San Diego, CA 92108 

Gentlemen: 

In the articles and letters to the Editor that I 
have read regarding the Midway Museum, I was very 
disappoint3d to know that few people have written 
their objections to you regarding this matter. 

I wrote to the Port Authority voicing my objections 
May 1, 2000. I think many people object to this 
ship permanently berthed in our harbor, but just 
don't take the time to write about it. All the per
sons I have talked to about this, feel as I do. 
Once it is there, there is no turning back. Please 
don't allow this ship to be berthed at the Navy pier. 
As someone statAd in a letter to the Editor, "why not 
bring in a ship of that size and park it where they 
want the carrier museum? Let it sit for a while and 
then let's see what everyone has to say." 

The Navy is very much aware that much has to be done 
to the Navy pier to make it safe. 

Please do not bring the MIDWAY to our pier. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~n~JJ~iuv 
LaVonne Heston 
4790~ Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA 92120-1141 

• 01/06101 12:53 'Zt814569 
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470 W. Laurel Street 
San Diego, CA 92101-1338 

January 8, 2001 

<:alil'omia Coastal Commission 
7515 Metropofitan Drive, Suite 103 
san Diego, CA 92108-4402 

Dear Members of the CommisSion: 

UIA • 
RE:ltem#9B 

W.Snesday, Jan. 10 Agenda 

lfl~~llW~JID 
JAN - 8 ZOOt 

CAl!FOkNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

The purpose of this letter is to voice our strong concern and objection In l:l'le proposed plan to 
moor the alrm~ft: carrier Midway at the Navy Pier In San Diego. 

We believe that mooring the Midway there would add In traffic congestion In the area. It wo11ld 
also diminish public access to waterfront recreational opportunities, further limit public views of 
the waterfront area, and add parking structures or lots in the area, which would also detract 
from public enjoyment of the watelfront. Finally, the proposed project would sacrifice the 
rights of the many to the interests of a few, however worthy the project rnight be. 

We urge you In seek a solution that protects the interests of the public, whom you serve, and 
we thank you l'or your excellent staff work on thiS proposed project. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~~ !::£'~:/::;~ 

~001 • 
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CALIFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COMT ')ISTRI<:;l' 
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December 4, 2000 

~~~~ll\Vfl~IDJ 
JAN 2 4 lOO"! 

RECEIVED 

JAN 2 3 Z001 
OAUFOANIA 

Dear: Coastal Commissioners CALiFORNIA OOASTALCOMMISStoN 

COASTAL COMMISSiON 
. J S.AN DIF.GO COAST. ')!STRICT 'd p . ld b As a.SD nattve, urge you to see wnat a areaeltul mtstake the Mt way ro;ect wou e 

for San Diego: I do NOT want an aircraft carrier parked on San Diego's/my front porch! 
Port Plan Amendment No. 27 is Hasty and a BAD IDEA!!! This project will create many 
unnecessary negative impacts to our harbor and its surrounding area's. Equally, I do not 
favor an obstruction to our beautiful westward skyline. One such bad example, is the 
1970's San Onofre Nuclear Power Plant today it is an "eyesore," among other things. 
Too bad for us, residents of Southern California, that our welfare was not truly 
considered when it was built. Presently, San Onofre appears to have been more about 
immediate conquer and greed, NOT the continuous health and the well-being of all. 

Please don't let BAD history repeat itself! Let us not make another mistake! Placing 
an aircraft carrier on the San Diego bay, at the North Embarcadero will: 

I. Obstruct the view of the bay (the South Embarcadero view is now completely 
blocked) 

2. Serious contamination threats 
3. Loss of deep water berthing 
4. Loss of an aquatic and foraging area for birds, due to fill material, our San 

Diego bay is already too small. Compare it to that of Seattle, W A. 
5. Traffic impact: local and freeways, including parking congestion 
6. A financial burden that will somehow be rolled on to San Diego taxpayers 

True. Military is important to San Diego, and the idea of a museum is nice; however, this 
is not the place to put it. Please do not let sentimental and political pressure sway you to 
overlook the truth. Please, from a SD native, the truth is, this is DEFINITELY not a 
favorable project for the San Diego bay. Please note: only a handful ofSD residents have 
been informed of this proposed museum, and its proposed location. 

Similarly, a museum in San Diego clearly does not need to be on such a LARGE scale. 
As an alternative, the proposed military museum could be SUCCESSFULLY located in 
Balboa Park aqjacent to the other important and po.pular museums of San Diegg? Perhaps 
even near the Aerospace Museum. Therefore, if this sort of musenm is needed in San 
Diego let it be at the infamous tourist museum area of Balboa Park! 

Please protect our/my bay, by rejecting this project. Thank you very much! And thank 
you for your time and consideration! 

1/if/CI 

Sincerely, '"""". . l . 
-l · I 
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DEC 3 1 ZOOO 

CALIFORNIA 
Dear Coastal Commission, COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

At I.a~11H, a voice of reason in a sea of insanity & hype regarding the Midway Museum. 
The article in today's San Diego Union/Tnbune (12-27-00), has prompted this letter. I 
honestly hope that you decide NOT to approve the Midway as I have a gut feeling il's 
going to be a 'blight on the otherwise beautiful San Diego harbor. The traffic, trash and 
obscene invasion of this gray mass of rusting ~tee) will do nothing to enhance the 
harbor. I ask that you disapprove this portion of the master plan. 

As an alternative, I would like to suggest that the Midway people look to the south bay 
for their mooring point. That area is 'badly in need of a makeover and the Midway 
would be a great focal point to start the process. 

Mike Wilson 
34 I Rosemont ST. 
La jolla, CA. 92037 



December 28, 2000 

San Diego Coastal Commission 
7575 Metropolitan Drive 
San Diego, CA 92108 

~~~liWJtiiD 
JAN 0 2 2001 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAL COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT 

Re: North Embarcadero Plan (The Midway) 

As a citizen of San Diego, I object to the Midway being docked at Navy Pier. 

It is totally out of scale and dwarfs anything near it. It's shape is a solid wall of gray 
steel up to the flight deck, which makes it ugly viewing when up close. 

Another ship, such as a Destroyer or even a Battle Ship has multi lines and allows tor 
a much more interesting and esthetically appealing appearance. 

In talking to both the City Staffs and Port Commission Staffs, over the past years, I 
found they personally and professionally thought docking the Midway at Navy Pier 
was a bad idea, but they did not want to seem to be "anti Navy.· 

If you want to see how ugly the Midway would be, you can go see the Intrepid in New 
York. It is an eyesore, with not one redeeming feature. 

You, the Coastal Commission are tasked with protecting our coastline from our 
government officials who are acting because they do not want to upset small but vocal 
activist pressure groups. The Midway would be ugly, and would not enhance our 
beautiful harbor. 

Please reject the mooring of the Midway at Navy Pier. As an alternative, you could 
recommend a smaller ship to be representative of the Navy. 

We could also encourage more ships stationed at 32nd street to offer open houses at 
Navy Pier. That way the active duty Navy could display their latest ships to the Public 
at no cost. 

(.)~ ~I u...........:.<-.QQ 

Robert Russell 
P.O. Box 80462 
San Diego, CA 92138 

• • 

December 27, 2000 

California Coastal Commission 
San Diego Coast Office 
7575 Metropolitan Dr. 
San Diego, CA 921 08-4402 

Sir or Madam, 

Scott Mac Laggan 
654 Catalina Blvd. 

San Diego, CA 92106 
619223 4820 

~~~nw~rm 
. JAN 02 2001 

CALIFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COAST tliSTkJC; 1 

I am a 50 year plus native of Point Lorna. I have worked my entire career along the 
waterfront. 1 have been against walling off the coastline of San Diego for many years. 
was therefore pleased to read of your advising against the Midway proposal. I was 
prompted to write upon reading you have received "roughly 75 letters about the Midway 
• only a handful were in opposition. • 

Well here is another one. ram mildly in favor of the Midway Museum, but certainly not 
in this location. l can assure you many, many San Diegans teel the same way. A 1,000' 
long. 140' (ten story) high permanent gray wall on our Embarcadero waterfront is just 
obscene. There are more than enough tourist attractions in this area already in fact it 
would probably drive a stake through the heart of our wonderful Maritime Museum. 
Perhaps National City could use this atllaction. 

In the 1850's William Cullen Bryant observed the following regarding the New York City 
bayfront: 

"Commerce is del't!loping inc/1 by inch the COIISI of the islalld. If we could 
rescue trll)' part of it for lutalth a11d recreatitm, it must be done now!" 

As San Diego Magazine wrote in the February 1997 issue: "TI1e seven-story sea 
monster Is just too big for the Embarcadero. Look somewhere else." 

If we are to rescue any part of San Diego !Tom the Manchesterization of what remains of 
its bayfront, we must do it now! As I wrote in August of 1995 "Future generations will 
look back (Ill(/ regreT the.•e walls closing o/}'our cit•ic front porch from VIew. 1 a/rettdy 
diJ." 

Thank you for your consideration. 

§a. 
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Jf\N 0 :~ 2001 

CAliFORNIA 
COASTAl COMMISSION 

SAN DIEGO COASr biofRI<;T 
December 29, 2000 

RECEIVED 

JAN - 2 Z001 

California State Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, California 94105-2219 

Commissioners: 

C/1! 1:-0...,~1'."· 

COASTAL CO:\ ... ,:;.:..·__.,oN 

With great enthusiasm I support your staff recommendation that the 
aircraft carrier Midway NOT be docked at the proposed site on the 
Embarcadero. 

Even casual consideration of this proposed site shows negative 
impact on the area, including severe traffic and parking problems, 
misuse of the pier for parking, obstruction of views, and, in general, 
a failure to understand the importance of 'human scale' in the 
continued development of our treasured waterfront - where so 
much openness and attention to the needs of the individual has been 
evident in the splendid development to date. 

I am a veteran, and I appreciate the importance of the Midway. I 
would welcome its presence in San Diego at a more appropriate 
spot, perhaps at North Island, but please, NOT as a part of the 
'people' area downtown. 

Thank you for the waterfront development to date. It has helped 
immeasurably to create a better San Diego. 

-r;~~ 

Tom McManus 
701 Kettner Blvd., #33 
San Diego CA 921 0 I 



<lf'li Aaberc. Sll'ftlns Fat tlh .. &1,82<"81 83t2'or'l .. ,_age l of t 
1_EASE GIVE TO MS. DIANA liLLY, PROMPTLY 

,, Ms. D1ana Lilly. Program Analyst. California Coastal 
ommiss1on {fax) 619-767-2384 
com: Robert Simmons. Executive Director. Progressive Action 

Coalition (PAC) 
North Embarcadero Project 

•ote: January 2, 2001 

BY FAX 

"or Ms. Lilly: 

PAC is a California non-profit public interest corporation 
ocated within the City of San Diego. One of our missions to to 
reserve and protect Son Diego Boy's ecology and natural beauty for 
1e maximum benefit of the public--both local and tourist. 

I write to express my organization's opposition to the 
-oposed mooring of a decommissioned aircraft carrier at tbe 
,1barcadero as a tourist at traction. We agree with the CCC • s staff 
:commendation against approving tbis element of the North 
.tbarcadero Improvement Plan. Follow~ng are tbe three primary 
'asons for our opposition: 

1. The carrier's enormous bulk will block public views 
' the Bay at its most important viewpoint. It will be tantamount 

building a twenty-story office tower at this location. 
2. This carrier obstruction contravenes the Comm~ssion's 

,nsistent pollcy of restricting tbe height and bulk of structures 
• Bay frontage to maximize public v1ews and access. 

3. The element of this plan that proposes to install a 
:rge parking lot on Harbor Drive--to accommodate carrier 
IStorners-·is especially offensive. Staff is obviously correct in 
s opposition. 

PAC supports the remaining elements of the North Embarcadero 
·oJeCt, but urges the Commission to reject the project as a whole 
less the ill-conceived carrier component is withdrawn. Kindly 

:quaint the commissioners with the views expressed herein. Should 
•u or the Commission desire amplification of these opinions or 
formation about PAC, please do not hesitate to contact me by 

:one, fax, orE mail. 

0. Box 19932 

n Diego, CA 92159 

Resp•ctfully, 

Robart L. Simmons 
Executive Director 

19) 464-0325 (fax) same (E) rls@acusd.edu 
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o..-28·2000 08:41111 Fra•·CCDC DOWIITOIH INFORW.TION CENTER 

December 28, 2000 

Coastal Commission 
Fax 619-767-23!34 

Re: Midway MU$t!Um 

T-OTT P .0011001 F-174 

1 agree with !he staff recommendation concerning mooring the Midway. The proposed 
area is a beautiful hatbor filled with birds, surrounded by a pafl<, a wonderful quiet spot 
to enjoy. 

The Iii rea is not conducive for the above stated reasons. Further, the area does not 
lend itself to extra traffic Clf cars or pedestrians. 

Please approve the North Embarcadero Plan WITHOUT the Midway_ Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

la r:11 _ Simmons 
611 WG#404 
San Diego CA 92101 
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a Lilly 

'ect: FW: USS Midway 

Message----
Gilchrist [mailto:A4driver@postoffice.pacbell.net] 

Sunday, January 07,2001 1:41 PM 
oth@coastal.ca.gov; sswifl@coastal.ca.gov 
•ct: USS Midway 

cca and Susan - Please take a look at a computer generated image 
;hed by the San Diego Union Tribune on 07 January 2001 to see just 
;gly the USS Midway would look if you and your colleagues perm~ it 
parked forever In the old Fleet Landing Inlet- and vote 
dingly on 1 0 January. I am a former carrier aviator who spent most 
naval career aboard carriers and I wholeheartedly support a 
r museum for San Diego • but not in this location. This ship is 
; too big to be located in the currently proposed location and 
! ruin a most beautHul part of the San Diego waterfront. William 
christ, Rancho Pensaquitos, San Diego. 

• 
January 7, 2001 

Ms. Sara Wan, Chairperson 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

~L~~IT\\Jl~f!ll 
.H\I·J 1 '7 200: 

C;\.L!FG:-z ,.,~u.., 
COASTAL (OMMlSSiCN 

:.>AN DIEGO 

• 
RECEIVED 

JAN 1 ? 1nn1 
CAlJFC~ 

C0AsTALcOI.: .. -·-··~N 

Re: Port Plan Amendment 27 (North Embarcadero Redevelopment in San Diego) 

Dear Ms. Wan and Coastal Commissioners: 

We understand that the Commission will be hearing public comments in Los Angeles this month 
regarding the proposal to bring the carrier Midway to port in San Diego, and we wanted to be 
included. We sent this letter in November, when we thought you were going to vote on the issue, 
but it sounds like that vote may have been posponed until now. So here is the letter again. 

San Diego has one of the most beautiful bay vistas in the state, if not the entire country. Some of 
us are doing all we can to preserve that unique feature because once one can no longer see the 
water easily, downtown San Diego looks like any other city, filled with tall buildings and cars. City 
fathers and mothers are already doing their best to fill the waterfront with convention centers, rental 
car parking lots, and hotels such that much of the views have been blocked already. Again, being 
a city on the water is a feature that few places can claim, and if we lose that view, we are like any 
other city. We cannot afford to jeopardize that feature. 

Therefore, we are asking that you reject the proposal to bring the carrier Midway to port in San 
Diego. The above concerns notwithstanding, the substantial environmental impacts are further 
reasons to reject this idea. We believe there will be contamination potential, traffic and parking 
problems, as well as habitat disturbance or, worse, obliteration. A "tourist attraction• such as the 
Midway would bring more hann than good. · 

Additionally, we have to question how many people want to see a decommissioned aircraft carrier 
in the first place. Don't most visitors come to San Diego for our superb weather, beautiful ocean 
and bays, and myriad recreational and cultural activities? Perhaps if we didn't have all of these 
attractions (and more), a carrier would help. But we do have them. So, let's pass on this idea and 
let another, less bountiful city have the carrier. 

We believe the Midway will have a very negative impact on our desirability as a tourist destination, 
and along with the environmental impacts this carrier would have on our area, it seems a terrible 
mistake to make. Please soundly reject this proposal. If this is not possible, then at least 
ensure that the ship is docked at the south end of the South Embarcadero, not at the Navy Pier. 

Thank you for your interest and hard work in preserving California's coast and in helping San 
Diego retain our unique waterside chann. 

Sincerely, 

~ia')~ ~ o~~ c~;tA? 
Stephanie Strout and Andrew Carrico d 
1819 Hidden Mesa Rd. 
El Cajon, CA 92019 (619) 590-2949 
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lrATKLEEN DLAVATT 
~ 4261 Mooblvo S1111&t. San lliego, CA 112107 
Pllonf.'l1t.U2.DDI1• EM.IIC klllwa1t0flomo.-

~omia Coastal Commission 
1515 Metropolitan Dr .• Suite 103 
San Diego, CA 92108-4402 
Ph: 619.767-2370 • Fax: 619.767-2384 

C.C. California Coastal Commission Legislative Office 
926 J St., Suite 416 
Saaamento, CA 95814 
Ph: 916.445-6067 • Pax: 916.324.6832 

WRI'ITEN PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION MEETINGS 
Jllllo !J-10. 20111 
The Westin • LAX, 5400 W. Century Blvd •• 1.0$ Anpl~~S, CA 90045 

Topies: 
Applkati.o11 No. 6-00-167 
a. So Diego Amendmeut No. 4-200 (Centre Cit)r 

Enlblln:aclero Ofeday) 
b. Port MMrer Pl,aa 

................ NO;. 7:1 (N. Emlluaderu llakmlopmentf 
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IIIATHLEEII lllAVATT 
- 42&1- SlrH~ Sin D1e9C. CA II210T 
Plwlll:flt.222.011117•&MI.:_._ 

California Coao1al Cmmniuion 
1515 Mall:Op<l!ilall Dr., Suite 103 
San Diqo. CA 921011-4402 
Pb: ol9.767-23'l0 • Fu: 619.76'1-2384 

C. C. Cllllfonlla Coas1al C0111mlssi.on Lel!i$1ative Office 
9261 St.. Suitt> 416 
Saoramenlo, CA9S814 
Pb: !ll<i.44s-6067 • Fax: 916.324.6832 

January 4, 200 l 

Dear CQMtal Cotnmls&ion. 

CALJFORNlA COASTAL COMMJSSlON MJmTINGS 
Jan.MO.Ml 
The Weotio -l.JI)(, 5400 W Century Blvd., Loo~ CA !1004S 
Topi<s: 

Applladlaol No. 6-00-167 
a. Saa D1eJ0 Ameodmeot No. 4-ZIO (Ceatre O!J 
Embar<a~ O...l'lay) 

II. P10fl M.,... P!aJI 
Amn!c!!peat No. r1 !N· ~.., ..... .....,_l 

'fbi& leiter Is In ~s to the hotel.ncl OOIIIIIlc:lt:ial development p.lans San Diego has for l1le public 
propertica 5IIXIOUildiDg tho San Diego Bay and Mimoa Bay. ~ public lands include parkB, lldelaru:ls, 
military property ~WAJned for public use, and a vlll'iety of other publiel.al:ld$. The main &teas of ooncem at 
prcacnt arc the NTC, and tho EmbarcadcroJDowntown waterfront. Soon to follow l1le Mi.1sion Bay Park 
Developmeat Plan for tlve botel.sand 111e Sea World expan&iOD. 

San D!epans are &d up with OW' local government represematives and San Diego Unified Port District 
tbat seem to only ¢>ll'e ab<mt dMielopers, $p!clJlllnterem and ballpatks. 1'hdr agenda seems to be at the 
expeliiJe of the citizens of San Diego. Tile fulllre ge~~m~tiona living here arc going to pay a hom:ndowl 
price for these self-sening fiascos. 

These DEVBLOPMENT PLANS threaten to cause: 

• Major overload of tlte Lindbergh Fteld Airport ... causing safety, noise and environmental 
pollution In a highly populari!ld area. The mldents arc already irue over the airport and this will 
only auravate matters. 

• ORIDLOCK traffic on e-..:\I'Y major tbotoushfare. .• causing lnrense smog to the point of urban 
hocspom. also major parlcing problelll8 in downtown and In OOIIIIIIUilitiea sUI.TOUlldiog tho bays. 

• Pollution of bay .ncl oc:em water. This city has done liUle to clean up its bays that flow inJ(I tho 
ocean. Now they want to pollute more with developmentllmd send tourist swiiWllin1 and O$hlD& 
in poll~Jted wa~ers. 

• Overload of Infrastructure... sewage. w.tcr and utilities are already feeling l1le stnUn of tho cv.rreut 
population. .. maasive tourism will only CO!Xlpound tbe issue. 

• Publkll.al:ld$ !bat contain b.lstorlcal sites and nlltfve babltalll are the citi:r.ellll' pcoperty; 

The Sm Dilll!O City GoV\ltlllllell.t.lllld Unified Port Dimict arc S1J1!Iltl" to be wori::ing for l1le public, not 
developing and supporting lloteli and ballparics projocts, • evident In the aU tbe ~ bayside phms. 
Pka.sc stop thla feedine fmlzy on Sm Diego's public lands. AJill:; l1le City to clean up lt$ bays .nc1 parts. 
and promote ill IIIIIW'al bellllty Bl)'d rich historical history. 

In making yOW' d\W$1on please road the San Diego Union· Tribune Article, 11120100 and tho 
June 16, 1998 San Diego Grand Jury Report, "!:he Sat!. Diego Unified Pon Dlatrict: It's Timo fOI' 
!~yet'S and Cllizen$ to have Direct Say." The situation with the San Diego U.nlfled Port District seems 
to have even WOl'HIIed Unl:e tllal rtporl Please protect our piblic lands and keep them public. 

Thllakyou. 
Sincen!ly, 

Kathleen Blavatt 
Repreoe!ltatlve of ()(:eon Beadl Otasuoots~. Mcomber of Savo Ow: A<:ceoa and dw San Dieao ~Tole l'on:e 

• 
.. 
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tm: Gr1111d Jlll'Y Report "The Su Diego Ualfled Port District: lt'a Time for Ta~y,.n 
1111d Cftlzelu to Have Direct Say" 

Dear Judge Wbelan: 

The San DiC(IO CoWlty Gtand Jrrry 1997-1998 submits the refetl!m:ed report for filin8 with the 
Collllly Cledc in acccrdance wilb the Penal Code of California §933 (a). The Jury's inquiry was 
conducted und• Penal Code §925. 

IFK.:jml 
Enc. 

• 

Sincerely, 

SAN DIEGO COUNIY GRAND JURY 1991-1998 

£f1-L 
Forc:maa 

• 
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THE SAN DIEGO UNIFIED PORT DISTRICT: 
IT'S TLVIE FORT AXPA YERS AND CITIZENS TO HAVE 

DIRECT SAY 

~ 

The seven commissioners of th!t San Diego Unified Port District (PD) are appointed by me city 
councils of each of the five contiguous citiea making up the Port Dilllrict. The amqunt of money 
!alcel! in and expended by the PD bas nearly tripled in little over a decade. Capital cxptndilure$ bave 
totaled over a half-billion dollars d~ the same period. Taxpa.ym al1d the p!lCII1Il public directly 
or indirectly pay for the goods and servi~:e~~ pwvidcd by Port Diltrict llmllllts includins airlines 
sarvil;e$. The Stale of California charged the PD at illl inception with RSp<~osibilities l1lglllditlg six 
cal&!gorics ofbay usage. These emphases appear to havo bMD d::l!we<l by thll f'D ~ econOtnio 
development and away from mfficient attention 10 ~ iiDd non~llllnCI:cial COilllCill$. 

The PD Boani of COilllll.issionm an: not tmmany requimliO report their adivilies even 10 the city 
ccuncils wbich appointed them. They are viewed as oponting with almmrt lllillmited discretion 
regarding how thcyma;y speiJd money with mimmal~lllbility. ~• not~ 
10 gain approval for their actions from the voting public or even li'om the city cooncila iwhich appoint 
thea!. . 

Baekgrogasl 

San Diego Bay comprises 10,5)2 acres of' water Slli'I'OW1ded by 4,419 acres of tideland. When 
California entered the union in l8.SO it at.:qUired title to navipble waterways as trusteo 10 protect the 
RSO!ltCCS of public land!:, Sll'ealll.l,lab:s, marshlands and tideland$. That mCllllllth~t ·the protection 
of these rcsOW'ocs falls within 1M soope of the publi<l trmt donlrias. 

The state may delegate its aulhoritt as rrustee as it hal; done thtollgh .formation o(,port distri~ 
''The state may not alienate these lands or ablopte its dutics as trllSI=. but it D!ay delegate il5 duties 
as l!\l$1ee to a political subdivision wilich than assumes the duties and llmltaliotlll of the public trust~ 
(City of Long Bcrach v. Lisenberg) 

The Swe of California, by vil'llle of the Port Oilllrii:t's cn.abUng lejlisllltion.llll delegated regulation 
and control ofslllle-<lwned lands to 1M PD (Grafv. SOUPO, 1988; Grafv. PO, 1992). The stniCtllll: 
or the PO was established by public apptQVal ofPrpposition 0 on November 6, 1962. in 1111 election 
authorized by California statute. The PO is a public, not private. corpotation (Cal. Harbor & 
Navigation Code. App. ! . 28). It is nola branch of state government but an lllllonomous lo<:al qency 
which provides services to a specific area. it is no! a city or county govemment. The PO provides 

San Diego CouaiY Cr:andJury 1997~1998 Report (June 16. 19911) 
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a limited number of specialized services only (Cal. State Legislature. Senate local Government 
Committee, "What's So Special About Special Dislricl$,fl 1991.) 

The Final Report of the 1986-87 San Diego Onmd Jury states. "The San Diego Unified Port District 
Act mandates the District'$ powers, duties and functions, and authorizes it to borrow money, issue 
bonds and rais.:: revenue for district purposes. The Act also provides for the appomtment of Port 
Commissioners. setting forth their qualificationsa.ud cx<n'Cisc of powers. fl 

In a report prepared by the PD Environmental Man11Ffi1en! Department dated April29, 1997 the 
District defmed itself as "a govermnental agency catabli5hed by the state legislature to promote the 
beneficial uses of San Diego Bay and submerged tidelands for purp¢ses of navigation, recreation. 
fi:;beries; commerce, aviation and wildlife habitat conservation." More specifically,the Port Di!lttict 
has the power. authority and the responsibility to protect, pre.!cm: and ~e llil of the followina: 

a) physical ac:.:ess to tbe bay, 

b) natural resources of the bay, including plartt and ani.tuallife and 

c) quality of water in tbe bay (State of California. Harbors and 'Navigation Code #6233). 

IHm 

l. The PD is charged with responsibility to promote tbe benolicial uae.s of San Otego Bay and 
s11bmerged tidelands for purposes of navigation, recrealiou. tishm:ic:s, comm<n'Cej aviation and 
wildlife conservation. There is public concern thai J?ott Commi!iiioners and st...a' may have 
skewed their priorities Wider tbe enabling a<;t heavily tow..nls economic projects and away 
from full protection ~~nd enhancemcmt of lbe bay and tidela:.a.ds. Former I'D Board of 
Commissioners chair Susan Lew in the 199.'i Annual Report stated, "The Board of Port 
Commissioners is dedicated to open.tin& the Port as .an ellicient, powerful ecooomic (ll)gine, 
generating bem:lits, jobs and new opportunities for tbe entire region." In tho same report 
Executive Director Lawterlce M. Killeen ata!ed, "Our goal is to create tbo bat poS$ihle 
maritime and airport gateway for tbe region." 

2. Under the CUITI!I'lt appoinnnent process the Port District cowmis.~irmm have almost unlimited 
discrl'llion to charge fees. float bond issues and spend money witl'lout ~~C<:owttabdity to 
taxpayers and the voting public at large. 

3. The PO does not always address itself as well as it s.hould to environmenl:ll cr?nce!TJ$ partly 
because tt is somewhat «If-regulating and self-<:ertifYing. 

San Diego Couai:YGrnndJury 1997-1998 Report (Juae Hi., !998) 
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ln'~>est!gatiug 

Interviews were conducted witb PD staff, county and city environmental officials, local 
environmentalists and the Coast Guard. Telephone intefviews were held with repi'IJSentatives of the 
Regililr.lt of Voters. ten other California Port Districts and with the five City Council offices maldng 
up tbe PD membership. Meetings wm attended with SANDAG, the PD Board of Commissioom 
and the president of the Port Disrricl Tenant.:s Association. The Grand Jury toured PD facilities and 
some leased facilities. Oocummt.s provided at these SOIII'Ce& and by tbe sta.te Regional Wa.tcr 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) were studied. The BI!Xbors and Naviption Code was niferet~ced 
ill! r.lle source of enactments for Port Districts in California. Filla! reports from two p~vious gram! 
juries were also studied. 

[1m 

I. The PD employs appto:xinlatoly 630 staff mc:tl:lben. Thtll Executive Director heads a stalf 
divided into five divi$iolll!: Strategic Plawling Services, Public Works/Chief Engineer, 
A viat.ion, Administrative Services!Tl'C8Sill1ll' and Tmle Development & Marketing. 

2. In fiscall986-87 tht:: PD dealt witb approximatoly $154 million in ftmds consisting of income, 
txpeDSes and capital outlay. In fiscal 1996-97 tbe PD administered approximatoly $316 
million in funds. The clll:rent fiscal year projectioll.s are approximately $401 .million. Port 
Distriet reporu indicate further that over lhe last eleven years capital outlay alone totaled mon:t 
tban a half-billion do lim. 

3. Income to the PO from airport fees, rents and levies is paid by the &eneral public: either 
directly or indirectly through goods and services pW'Cbased tram approximately 600 port 
terumts. 

4. According to a letter tram the RWQCB ExecutiVll Officer to PD Executive Director dated 
June 18, 1997, the PD sent ctiQn<IOus reports donceming mu:tll! of pollutantS In tlte bay. 
SpeoificaUy, in a letter to the Port Conullissiouens dated April14, 1997 tho E:dviromnental 
Health Coalition (EHC) stated, "The Port submitted reports in which the summarized data 
li.lted 'ome monitoring results as llOll-deteet when, ill fclct, riley wen: exccdence:~~" (They were 
referring to pollutant levels.) In the .same letter. tbe EBC refers to a Notice of ViOlation iliS1U!d 
by rh" R"einnal Water Quality Control Board to the Port for efflui!Jtlt violAtions of metals 
during eleven quarters since October 1993. · 

5. In a letter addressed to this Grand Jury dated 1il.lluary 20. 1998 the EHC stated its desire fur 
change of leadership at the Port's Envirolllllental Managetnenl Departtnmt for rwelve reasons. 
some of their allegations are listed below: 

San Dl~go County Grand Jury 1997-1998 Report (Jnae 16, 1998) :; 
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lnmt~artpq 

InterViews we~ conducted with PD stall', eoumy and city envii'IJIUTlental qfficials. local 
environmentalists and the Coast Guard. Tel~~phone intetviews were held with ~wives of the 
Registrar ofVoters, ten other California. Port Olslricu and with tho five City Council offices malcina 
up the PD membership. Meetings were attended with SANDAG, the PO Board of domrni:tSioners 
and the president of the Port District Tenants Aaioc:iatton. Tho Grand Iwy tom PD facilities and 
some leased facilities. Docmnents provided at th1111e soun:ea and by the !!tate Rcgioul Water 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) were studied. The Hadlori and Navigation CQde wu refm:ne«< 
as the source of enactments for. Port Oisl.ril;ll in Califomia. Final reportsli;om two previous graDd 
juries were also stw!ied. · 

llu:.t! 

t. The PD =!)Joys approximlllely 630 st8tf members. The Exl'lcutive Directot beaAb a stair 
divided into live divisiom: Sll:lltogic Plalmin& Servi-, Public Worlol/~f Engineer, 
Avilllion, Adroirl.istrative Sctvi~ and. Tr.ade Development&.~· 

2. In fiscal 1986-87 the PO dealt with approximatl:ly $154 milli011 iD Jlll1d& coMisdns of' income, 
expenses and capitlll QUtlay. In b:al 1!196-971bc PD ~ appro:pmately 5316 .. 
million in fimds. The CIJITI!Ilt f111eal year projeetions are approximately S401i.roillion. Port -~ 
District reports indicate iurllle'r that over the last eleven yeans capital o1111ay alone totaled more 
!han a half-biUion dollars. 

3. htcome to the PD from airport fees, relliS and levies is paid by the generat public aither 
directly or iudireetly through JOOd$ aDd ~~ purchased from approximately 600 port 
tflllllll[S. . 

4. According to a lellct .liolll the RWQCB Executive Ofllcer 10 PO Exc-=utive Director dated 
June 18, 1997, the PD sent emmcoWI !'llpOl13 c:onc.emillgstar.us of pollutants ill the bay. 
Spec:ifi~:ally. in a Iotter to tile Port Commissioners dilled April I 4, 1997 the Envimlll!lCI!tal 
Health Co~!lition (EHC) stated, ''The Port submitted repoi1S in wbich the 5Uf!llT!arizcd dllla 
li&tl:d some monitorinJ ni$Uitl; as no~ wbeu, in fact. they were aeeden~ ~ ('1'hey wen: 
refcrting to pollutant levels.) In the same lener, the £HC refm 10 a Notice ofViolarlon issued 
by the Rqional W ar.cr Quality Coauol Bow to the Port for effluent violations of roeta.b 
during eleven qwuters sinc:c Ol;tober 1993. · 

5. In a lener addressed to tills Grand Jury dated January 20. 1998 the EHC stll1eij iiS delire for 
<:hange ofl~ershlp ar the Port's Envi!OMiental Management Department for tWelve f'CIIICIIIi. 

:10me of their allegillions ;w; Usted below; 

San Oie~<:i CountY Grand Jury 1?97·1998 Report (June 16, 1998) 
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a. Combative and non-cooperative relationship with regu(Qfory agencies that undennille$ 
proteetion of the environment. 

b. Filing lawsuits against public interest and other organil!:alions to prevent their IICtive 
participation in 1he public process in Ueu of'IIIOrking cooperatively and in good tliith. 

c. failure to provide adequate rosources ami take 11:qnired actions to implement >ltQrm wmr 
11:quirements. 

d failure to si!lll petjury deel-illlltions on self-monitol'lng reports. 

e. Leading the ctlblt to kill fede:ra.l protectioll for I'CIDlliniDi natural habitat area in Soutb 
San Diego Bay. 

6. The 19!!6-87 San Diego Cour!tyGrand!ury!lllted., "M:mmtallilityto the pub!W, pattleularly 
as it pllrtainS 10 tile port bucJaet, !be budpt p!UCel95, .liuaor;ial. disclo.sute aut hearinp. b 
perceived to btl abtent" While the Port COIIdu.t;U more public boariDp now IUid does issue 
copies of gMeO!l tlgures in illllmdgcts, it is no more directly accountable to the votius public 
than before. 

7. tinder the Harlm.-s and Naviption Code wblch lllllabliahed the PD, COill!lli:aioll!lfS cannot be 
recalled by !be voting pllbUc. NOI' Cllll IIley be muoved by tbe city councils which appoil1t -~ 
lhctn without a four-lifllu mlljority, ami then ollly for CllliR. 

8. Wbile SOJl1e of the Port District city I)Oimeilll bave procedure~! ilr reports .lion! tbeir respo:;tive 
port eomroislionera, none have writtlm policy direo;1ius them to mate reports. ·· 

~ 

1. Rocently, the PD exptlllldlld more 1111111 S200 llli11ion for aixport OlqiiiDSion. Diseussion with the 
Port Diilrict T~ indicala a posaiblAI partic.ipatioo by !be Part Dislrict in th~ ConV1mtion 
c~ expansion financing for part of the $216 million clltTelltly ~ Ill the cost. Od!er 
parties are reported to be looking towllld the PD as at least a partial financ:icr of.t.llo propoad 
Cen~ City ballpark project even tllough it ia not on PO land. StiU othel:s visualize llR of PO 
land for thiiJ purpose. 

2. The 198()·117 San Diego CoWJtyGrand Jury in ill fillal fllportstaled tbatlherc llfiPa=l to be 
a pervasive negati vc public perception of !be PO and. bow it operated For all of the District's 
public relations efforts to improve ita image, it ill the Grand Jury's opinion lhat.considerabl.: 
negative pen:11p1ion remains. · 

San DlegOCiiunty Cnnd Jury 1997-19911 Repon (Ju11e 16.. 1998) .t 
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3~ The PO under its current appointment pro~css allows the Port Commissioners imdlor !laff to 
make decisions affecting many county citizens both environmentally and financially. Yet, 
these same citizens have no direct way to effect removal of a comrnis!ioner. 

4. Even if city council members who make the appointments 10 the Boacd ofPort Commissioners 
arc removed from of.fica, thm is no direct way in which citizens can impact or. change those 
appointnients because council memben~ may not have concurrent terms with port 
cornrni51iioll.ers. Two separate findings in 1984 and 1990 by the City Attorney for San Diego 
alluding to appointmenlll by city COilnCils to thA:o PO Boa:d ofCoau:nimoners specilically state 
that city councils may not rnnove appointees bccau:ie of the way they vote (i.e., city councils 
may ruu contr<JI the votes of appointecll). 

5 ~ At least three other Ca!ifomia port districts, .f!umboldt, SIIIP Cruz and Port Hueneme, have 
direct el~tion ofth= Boards of Commissionm. A tblll'lh port district, ltichmond, has a city 
council which acts a.s its own Board ofCQitmli:ssiO!lCI'II. 

Cogc:!usign 

The Port District Commissioners cum:ntly are not directly II(;CO\Intable for their ac:liana to ao.yonc 
in this county. Fwthennorc, the Port District ha.s not ill ways been (ortbri,IIIU in meeting all of il5 ~--~ 
respomribilities to the l!llvironment However, they appear to be makina: etforta to imprgve in this 
IVI:ll. 

Bceomme!!datlogs 

98-49: In the interest of the general public they arc cbarged 10 serve. the PD Board of 
Commimonm and staff should re-order priorities to fidly meet their .res)!oil$,1'bility fur 
~vironmcntal quality of the bay as wellu using the bay u an Cl!liinefo{ eeonollli~; 
development. 

98-SO: l'hc: city councils of tlt~ member cities of the PD sbawd create and implement formal 
polictcs requiritlg their port cotiUIIiuioner representatives IO report rcguhuly to their 
re~pective city COUIICi!! in a formal manner concerning PD activities and:decisions. 

98-51: If the recommcndatioos above are not implemented. the San Diego County Board of 
Supervisors and the City Councils of the live l"ort cities should urge county member.! of 
the Legislature to SjlO!UIOr legislillion 10 amend Harbors and Naviption C.ode § 6200 to 
pennit direct eli!!CtiOII of Port Di!trict Commissioners by the voting publiC. 

San Diego County Grand-Jury 1997-1998 Report(Junc 16, 1998) s 
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Rcgujuments and Instructions 

The Pmal Code of California section 933 (c) requires comment on findings and recoin.mendations 
io this report no later than 90 days from the date of filing. Comment 10 the Presiding· Judge of the 
Superior Court in compliance with tho Penal Code scdion 933.0.5 is required from the: 

Board of Port c.,mmlssioncn 
San Diego Unified Port District 

City Couaells of Member Cities 
Chula Vista 
Coronado 
l111periaJ Be•ch 
NadoaaJ City 
SuDiego 

County Board of Supervison 

Recommendations 98-49 

Rel:onunend.ation' 98-!10, 98-51 
Recom.mendattoas 98-50. 98-51 
Rel:onunend.atiollll 98-SO, 911-Sl 
ReeoDIDICIId.atiou 911-SO, ?8-51 
RecoDUDtlldadollll 98-50, 911-Sl 

BHonunend.atioll 98-51. 

San Diego County Gl'll.ad Jury f997-1998 Report (June 10. 1998) · 6 
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Q5ranb Jury 
COUNTY OF Sill'! DII!GO 

;j:JOW.otal'lllldWliV.~477 
SOn~ CA 112101-3830 

{61~ 61lMI107 
(819) 51W691j FAX 

hm" f:!' • .K..IIy, J~ .. fQ1'11!mfUl 

FOR IMMEDIATE REI..SASE 

Date; 
Contact: 

June 16, 1998 _,14 
JAMES F. KELLY, St:.. Foreman 
(619) 615-8707 FAX; (619) 515-8696 

GRAND JURY REPORT 

f'AGE 13 

SAN DIEGO. CA-The Port District Commissioners are lao focused on economic 
development and not sufficiently attuned to environmental and non-oommerc!Br concerns 
according to a report just released by the County Grand Jury. The coninissionera, 
moreover, are viewed as having almost unlimited dl&cretlon and minimal aceounti!lbility 
regarding how they spend money. the mpnrt said. ' 

Commissioners am not required to gain appi'IMII for their acllons from the voting public or 
even from the city councils which appoint them, the report cont!nU!illl. While stepping short 
of recommending that commlssloi1Eitll be elected Instead of appointed, the Grand Jury said 
that city councus of member cities should establish fonnal policies requiring their port 
commlslionelll to report regularly on port district activities and decisions. It Mther called 
upon the commissioners and staff of the port district to "fully meet their responsibility for 
environmental quality of the bay as well ae using the bay as an engine for eeonomic 
development. • The report did aekncrwledge some recent improvement In meeting Its 
environmental responsibilities. 

If it::~ recommendations al'8 not Implemented, the report concludes, the County $upervisOill 
and the city councils of the five port cities should urge state lagi$1ators from the County to 
sponsor legislation to amend the State Harbonl and Navigation Code to permit direct 
election of commissioners. Tha report noted that at least three other California port 
districts, Including Humboldt, Santa Cruz and Port Hueneme, have direct eJections lo 
choose port commissioners. · 

The five cities whfch constill.rte the San Diego Unified Port Olstrlet are Chula Vista. 
CQfonadQ, Imperial Beach, National City and San Otego. Each appoints one commiaaloner 
except San Diego which appoints three. The Port District employs over 600 staff members 
headed by an Executive Director. ln 1996·1997, the Port District administered over $300 
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million in funds, ac;cording to the report. with current year ptOjectlons at about $400 mllon. 
Income is derived mainly from airport fees. reniS and levies paid either directly or Indirectly 
by the general public through goods and services purchased from the Port's approximately 
600 tenants, the report said. 

Under the current appointment process, the port commissioners have almost unlimited 
discretion to charge fees, float bond issues and spend money without accountabUity to 
taxpayers and the voting public, the 1'8port says. ,' 

The report is the thirtoonth to be released by the current Grand Jury whose ~year term 
expires at the end of this month, Jury FO!liiiT18n James F.l<elly,Jr. said that a fll'lal report, 
inc::luding previous repona and reports not previously fflecl, will be released at f!'lat lime. 
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