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FROM: Deborah Lee, Deputy Director 

Teresa Henry, South Coast Area Office District Manager 
Steve Rynas, Orange County Area Supervisor 
Karl Schwing, Coastal Program Analyst 

SUBJECT: Amendment Request No. 2-00 to the City of Dana Point Certified Local , 
Coastal Program (For Public Hearing and Commission Action at the August 
7-10, 2001 Commission meeting in Redondo Beach). 

SUMMARY OF LCP AMENDMENT REQUEST NO. 2-00 

Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 2-00, would amend the Implementing 
Ordinances (LIP} to extend the date by which non-conforming signs need to be removed, 
corrected, or otherwise made legal to December 31, 2001. The proposed amendment to 
the LCP is contained in City Council Ordinance No. 00-06, and would amend the sign 
code effective within the Monarch Beach area and Capistrano Beach area of the City's 
coastal zone (see Exhibit 1 and 2). The amendment would have no effect upon the Dana 
Point Specific Plan local coastal program area. City Council Ordinance No. 00-06 also 
submits the LCP amendment request for certification by the Commission. The subject 
amendment request was submitted December 7, 2000 and is the City's first major LCP 
amendment request for 2000. 

SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The proposed amendment would allow additional time for parties to conform with the 
present sign code. However, the amendment does not change the requirement that 
nonconforming signs be removed, corrected or otherwise made legal. In addition, there 
are no nonconforming signs in the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach areas of the 
City's coastal zone which adversely impact a public view corridor. Therefore, staff is 
recommending that the Commission, after public hearing, approve LCP Amendment No.2-
00 as submitted. The motions to accomplish this recommendation are on page two. It 
should also be noted that no objections to the proposed amendment have been received. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Copies of the staff report are available at the South Coast District office located in the 
ARCO Center Towers, 200 Oceangate, Suite 1000. Long Beach, 90802. To obtain 
copies of the staff report by mail, or for additional information, contact Karl Schwing in 
the Long Beach office at (562) 590-5071. Additional information may also be obtained 
from the City of Dana Point Community Development Depa!!_ment at (949) 248-3564. 
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I. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

MOTION: I move that the Commission reject the lmplementat~on Program 
Amendment for the Dana Point LCP as submitted. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION OF CERTIFICATION AS SUBMITTED: 

Staff recommends a NO vote. Failure of this motion will result in certification of the 
Implementation Program Amendment as submitted and the adoption of the following 
resolution and findings. The motion passes only by an affirmative vote of a majority of 
the Commissioners present. 

RESOLUTION TO CERTIFY IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM AMENDMENT AS 
SUBMITTED: 

.• 

The Commission hereby certifies the Implementation Program Amendment for the City 
of Dana Point certified LCP as submitted and adopts the findings set forth below on 
grounds that the Implementation Program Amendment will meet the requirements of and 
be in conformity with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act, and certification of the 
Implementation Program Amendment will meet the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act, because either 1) feasible mitigation measures and/or 
alternatives have been incorporated to substantially lessen any significant adverse 
effects of the Implementation Program Amendment on the environment, or 2) there are 
no further feasible alternatives or mitigation measures that would substantially lessen any • 
significant adverse impacts on the environment that will result from certification of the 
Implementation Program Amendment. 

II. STANDARD OF REVIEW 

The standard of review for the proposed amendment to the LCP implementing 
ordinances, pursuant to Sections 30513 and 30514 of the Coastal Act, is that the 
proposed amendment is in conformance with, and adequate to carry out, the provisions 
of the certified LUP. The LUP for the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach areas of the 
city consists of the Land Use Element, Urban Design Element, and the 
Conservation/Open Space Element of the City's General Plan, as certified by the Coastal 
Commission. 

Ill. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The City Planning Commission held a public hearing for the proposed LCP amendment 
on September 6, 2000, and the City Council held a public hearing for the proposed LCP 
amendment on October 10, 2000. This LCP amendment request is consistent with the 
submittal requirements of the Coastal Act and the regulations which govern such 
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proposals (Sections 30501, 30510, 30514 and 30605 of the Coastal Act, and Sections 
13551, 13552 and 13553 of the California Code of Regulations). 

IV. FINDINGS 

The following findings support the Commission's approval of the LCP amendment as 
submitted. The Commission hereby finds and declares as follows: 

A. Amendment Description and Background 

The proposed Local Coastal Program Amendment 2-00 only affects the certified 
implementation plan (LIP) of the City of Dana Point certified local coastal program for the 
Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach areas to extend the amortization period to remove 
or correct existing nonconforming signs to December 31, 2001 (Exhibit 1 ). Under the .LIP 
for the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach areas previously legal signs which were 
made nonconforming by the City's adoption of the LIP were required to be removed, 
modified to meet current standards, or otherwise made legal through a variance or 
historical designation within 7 years from notification that the sign was nonconforming by 
the City of Dana Point. 

The City prepared a citywide inventory of nonconforming signs and notified the affected 
parties on August 5, 1992. Based upon the 7 year amortization period, the non­
conforming signs were to be abated by August 5. 1999. However, the LIP allowed an 
additional 1 year extension to be granted if an application for an extension was made 
prior to the expiration of the original 7 year amortization period. This one year extension 
was granted by the City which changed the abatement date to August 5, 2000. The 
proposed amendment would change the abatement date to December 31, 2001. 

According to the City's inventory, there are approximately 50 nonconforming signs within 
the City's coastal zone (Exhibit 2). However, only approximately 11 of these signs are 
located within the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach portion of the LIP which is the 
subject of this amendment. The remaining 39 nonconforming signs are governed by the 
Dana Point Specific Plan/Local Coastal Program document which would not be changed 
by the proposed amendment. A separate pending amendment request, which is 
presently incomplete, would replace the Dana Point Specific Plan/Local Coastal Program 
with the Land Use Element, Urban Design Element, and the Conservation/Open Space 
Element of the City's General Plan and the Zoning Code (i.e. the same documents which 
are the LCP for the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach areas of the City). Issues 
related to the 39 nonconforming signs within this segment of the City will be addressed at 
the time the Commission considers this separate amendment request. 

As noted above, the present sign code allows a nonconforming sign to remain in place if 
that sign is designated historical or if a variance is granted. However. only one of the 
eleven signs within the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach areas may qualify for the 
historical designation. Most of the other remaining signs are either pole signs or roof 
signs which do not qualify for a variance. Therefore, under the existing LIP, the 



OPT LCPA 2-00 
Page 4 of 8 

remaining 10 nonconforming signs will need to be removed or modified to comply with 
the uP. ~aa) 

B. Public Views and Community Character 

Signs have the potential to adversely impact public views to and along the coast. For 
instance, a large sign within a view corridor may obstruct public views of the water. In 
addition, signs can adversely or positively affect community character. For instance, a 
large and/or tall sign could be out of scale with a commercial area that may be designed 
with a low profile. On the other hand, a certain sign that is culturally significant may 
contribute to the identify of a community. In order to address these issues, the certified 
LUP for the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach areas of the city contains the _. 
following polices: " 

Land Use Element Policy 4.8: Encourage the reasonable regulation of signs· to 
preserve the character of the community. (Coastal Act/30251) 

Urban Design Element Policy 1.2: Improve the visual character of major street 
corridors. 

Urban Design Element Policy 1.3: Make focused improvements at major City 
entrance points such as landscaped open space and signage. 

• 

Urban Design Element Policy 1.4: Preserve public views from streets and public • 
places. 

Urban Design Element Policy 2. 1: Consider the distinct architectural and 
landscape character of each community. To the maximum extent feasible, protect 
special communities and neighborhoods which, because of their unique 
characteristics, are popular visitor destination points for recreational uses. 
(Coastal Act/30251) 

Urban Design Element Policy 2.2: Adopt development standards and design 
guidelines for commercial areas that reflect the individual character of each 
community. 

Urban Design Element Policy 2.4: Establish a program to preserve buildings 
and sites of historical and architectural significance. 

Urban Design Element Policy 4.5: Protect and enhance existing public views to 
the ocean through open space designations and innovative design techniques. 
(Coastal Act/30251) 

Conservation/Open Space Element Policy 6.4: Preserve and protect the scenic 
and visual quality of the coastal areas as a resource of public importance as depicted 
in Figure COS-5, "Scenic Overlooks from Public Lands", of this Element. Permitted • 
development shall be sited and designed to protect public views from identified scenic 
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overlooks on public lands to and along the ocean and scenic coastal areas, to 
minimize the alteration of natural land forms, to be visually compatible with the 
character of surrounding areas, and, where feasible, to restore and enhance visual 
quality in visually degraded areas. (Coastal Act/30251) · 

Section 9.37 of the LIP provides the standards for signage designed to implement the 
policies described above (Exhibit 4). New signs must meet the standards or a variance 
must be obtained for signs which do not meet the standards. Section 9.37.190 of the LIP 
addresses pre-existing nonconforming signs as follows: 

A legal nonconforming sign is any permanent sign which was legally established and 
maintained in conformance with the ordinance in effect at the time of original 
installation, but because of size, height, location, design, construction, or other " 
circumstance is not in conformance with the requirements of this Code. The 
provisions of this section shall apply to all nonconforming signs. 

(a) General Provisions. A nonconforming sign shall be properly maintained in 
accordance with Section 9.37.190(c), but may not be: 
(1) Changed to another nonconforming sign either due to a change in text, 

cosmetically or structurally; 
(2) Structurally or electrically expanded or altered unless such alteration brings 

the sign into conformance with all current provisions of this Chapter; 
(3) Relocated to another site on the same property; 
(4) Re-established after discontinuance for ninety (90) days or more; 
(5) Re-established after damage or destruction of more than fifty (50) percent 

of its original valuation. 
(b) Removal. Existing signs which are determined to be nonconforming on the 

effective date of this Chapter (December 26, 1991) shall be modified or 
removed to comply with all provisions of this Chapter within seven (7) years of 
the initial date of first written notice from the Director of Community 
Development, unless extended as permitted in this Section. Such written 
notice shall be recorded with the Orange County Recorder and mailed to the 
property owner. The owner shall be given written notice to correct or remove 
the non-conforming sign within the 7-year amortization period. If the property 
owner fails to alter or remove the structure to comply with the regulations set 
forth in this Chapter within ten (10) days following the final date of the 
amortization period, such sign may be removed or altered by the City at the 
expense of the permittee or owner. Signs which were erected or altered without 
a required permit or signs which did not comply with the applicable regulations 
when erected shall be immediately removed by the owner upon written notice 
from the City. 

(c) Maintenance. All signs shall be maintained in good repair and functioning 
properly, to the satisfaction of the Director of Community Development. Signs 
shall be free from all defects including but not limited to cracking, peeling, and 
rusting. Signs that are not properly maintained shall be deemed a public 
nuisance and may be abated upon proper notice . 

(d) Minor Repairs and Repainting. Legal nonconforming signs may be removed for 
the purpose of repairing or repainting and may be replaced upon obtaining a 
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sign permit. Legal nonconforming signs may be replaced if the identical sign 
and text is replaced within sixty (60) days of its removal. 

(e) Change of Ownership. Upon change of ownership of the business advertised 
by the nonconforming sign, the sign as originally approved; including text, may 
remain on site for seven (7) years from the date of written notice from the 
Director of Community Development in accordance with procedure of Section 
9.37.190(b). 

(f) Change in Property Size or Configuration. If any size or configuration of a 
parcel or building is changed by the subdivision of the property, building 
addition or demolition, signs for the property shall be made to conform to the 
sign regulations applicable to the newly created parcel or building at the time 
such change becomes effective. , 

(g) Time Extension. Prior to the expiration of the seven (7) year period provider/ in 
Section 9.37.190(b), a written request may be made to the Planning 
Commission for an extension. No time extension shall be approved for any sign 
unlawfully erected. 
(1) Time Period. The Planning Commission may approve a time extension for a 

period deemed appropriate, up to one (1) year. 
(2) Application and Fee. An application shall be submitted on a form provided 

by the Director of Community Development and accompanied by a fee set 
by a Resolution of the City Council. **Submittal requirements shall include: 
(A) An exhibit showing all signs currently on site; 
(B) The date the sign was constructed and located on the site; 
(C) The remaining economic life of the sign, which may or may not be less 

than the actual physical life of the sign; 
(D) Any unusual circumstances concerning the size, height, and location of 

the sign; 
(E) The manner in which the sign violated the sign regulations as provided 

in this Section; 
(F) A letter of justification showing how the immediate removal or alteration 

of the sign, as required by this Section, would create unnecessary 
hardship on the applicant, and which hardship may be inconsistent with 
the purpose and intent of the sign regulations. 

(3) Findings. The Commission shall find the following in approval of an 
extension of time for a nonconforming sign: 
(A) Due to special circumstances, immediate removal of the sign will result 

in a substantial hardship for the applicant. 
(B) The sign is not detrimental to the surrounding properties or the general 

health, safety, and welfare. 
(C) The sign does not constitute an obstruction to vehicular or pedestrian 

traffic or visibility and is not a hazardous distraction. 
(4) Conditions. Subject to approval of the time extension, the Planning 

Commission may require reasonable modification or alteration to the sign to 
improve appearance or its compliance with this Section. Modification that 
would extend the useful life of the sign shall not be permitted. 

LCP Amendment 2-00 would add the following language as Section 9.37.190 (h): 

• 
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(h) All signs deemed non-conforming by the adoption of this Code and subject to 
Sections (b) through (g) above shall have the period of time extended to remove or 
modify the sign extended to December 31, 2001. 

The proposed amendment would change the date by which nonconforming signs must be 
made to conform with current standards or by which the sign must be otherwise made 
legal through a variance or historical designation. However, the proposed amendment 
does not change the abatement requirement. 

The City of Dana Point provided Commission staff an inventory of the nonconforming 
signs present throughout the City and the location of those signs. A comparison was . 
made between the location of the nonconforming signs and the location of view corrid£>rs 
protected by the LCP. None of the signs are located in an area which would obstruct any 
public viewing corridor designated in the certified LCP (Exhibit 3). 

Since the proposed amendment would not change the abatement requirement and since 
there are no nonconforming signs within the Monarch Beach and Capistrano Beach 
areas of the City's coastal zone which obstruct a public view corridor designated in the 
certified LUP, the proposed amendment would be consistent with the public view 
preservation requirements of the certified LUP. 

The proposed amendment would provide more time to affected parties to seek any 
applicable variances or historical designations. The preservation of historic signs would 
contribute to the character of the community. 

Additional time would also allow the City an opportunity to review any remaining 
nonconforming signs and to make a determination as to whether the sign code needs to 
be modified. The City Council has established a sub-committee to review the remaining 
nonconforming signs and to provide recommendations regarding changes to the sign 
code. Such modifications may be appropriate in order to allow certain nonconforming 
signs which must be removed under the current sign code because the sign does not 
qualify for a variance or historical designation to be approved when such signs have no 
adverse impact upon environmental resources and which may have beneficial impacts 
such as contributing to community character. 

Therefore, for the reasons discussed above, the proposed LCP amendment is in 
conformance with, and adequate to carry out, the public view and community character 
protection provisions of the certified LUP. 

C. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Coastal 
Commission's regulations [see California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 
13540(f), 13542(a), 13555(b)] the Commission's certification of this Local Coastal 
Program Amendment must be based in part on a finding that it is consistent with CEQA 
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Section 21080.5(d)(2)(A). That section of the Public Resources Code requires that the 
Commission not approve or adopt an LCP: 

... if there are feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available 
which would substantially lessen any significant adverse effect which the 
activity may have on the environment. 

The Commission finds that for the reasons discussed in this report there are no additional 
feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available that could substantially 
reduce any adverse environmental impacts. The Commission further finds that the 
proposed LCP amendment is consistent with Section 21 080.5(d)(2)(A) of the Public 
Resources Code. 

OPT LCPA 2-00 stf rpt DRAFT 1.0 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE crrv"dit&M.\ ... , ,,;e· 
POINT, CAUFORNIA, APPROVING THE EXTENSION OF THE ,. 
AMORTIZATION PERIOD TO REMOVE OR CORRECT EXISTING 
NONCONFORMING 81<.;,~1 TO DECEMBER 31, 2001. ZONE 
TEXT AMENDMENT ZT~ AND LOCAL COASTAL 
PROGRAM AMENDMENT lCPA00.02. 

Applicant: Community Development Department 
File No.: FF# 0610-051ZTA00-02/LCPA00-02/Citywide 

The City Council for the City of Dana Point does hereby ordain as follows: 

WHEREAS, a verified application has been submitted to amend the Zoning Code 
and Local Coastal Plan and such amendments would affect properties cityNide; and 

WHEREAS. the application is for Zone Text Amendment and Local Coastal 
Program Amendment to amend the Dana Point Zoning Code by revising sections of the 
Zoning Code and Local Coastal Plan as it applies to extend the amortization period to 
remove or correct existing nonconforming signs to December 31, 2001, as indicated in 
Exhibit "A" attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference; and 

WHEREAS, said verified application constitutes a request as provided by Title 9 of 
the Dana Point Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS. the Planning Commission did, on the 6111 day of September 2000, hold 
a duly noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider said request and 
recommended approval; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council did, on the 10th day of October, 2000, hold a duly 
noticed public hearing as prescribed by law to consider said request and recommended 
approval; and 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, upon hearing and considering all testimony and 
arguments, if any, of all persons desiring to be heard, said Council considered all factors 
relating to Zone Text Amendment ZTA00-02 and local Coastal Program Amendment 
LCPA00-02. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED by the City Council of the City 
of Dana Point as follows: 

A) 

B) 

The above recitations are true and correct. 

Based on the evidence presented at the public hearing. the City 
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Council approves Zone Text Amendment ZT~ and Local 
Coastal Program Amendment LCP~. · 

Findings: 

That the above recitations are true and c:orrect. 

1} That the proposed project is consistent with the Dana Potnt 
General Plan and Local Coastal Program in that the amendment 
will •Achieve design excellence in site planning, architecture, 
landscape architecture and slgnage in new development and 
modifications to existing development.• and Land Use Element ~ 
Poticy 1.1, '"Develop standards for buDding intensity, including ·" 
standards for ground coverage, setbacks, open 
space/landscaping, maximum dwellings per aae, floor area ' 
ratios, size and height restrictions;• •Develop regulatory 
mechanisms to mitigate land use conflicts•, Land Use Element 
Policy 2.4, and ·encourage the reasonable regulation of signs to 
preserve the character of the community, • Land Use Element 
Policy 4.8 

2) That the proposed project does not conflict with any applicable 
provisions of the Dana Point Zoning Code and Local Coastal 
Program. 

3) That the proposed project complies with all applicable provisions 
of the Dana Point Zoning Code. 

4) That the proposed project complies with all other applicable 
requirements of state law and local ordinances. 

5) That all public and affected agencies have had ample opportunity 
to participate in the LCPA process. Proper notice In accordance 
with the LCPA Amendment procedures has been followed. 

6) That all polices, objectives and standards of the LCPA conform to 
the requirements of the Coastal Ad., including that the land use 
plan, as amended, Is in conformance with and adequate to carry 
out the Chapter Three policies of the Coastal Act. The extension 
is consistent with Coastal Act that encourages the ultimate 
abatement of nonconforming uses within the Coastal Zone. This 
amendment would merely extend the current obligations to 
remove or modify the remaining non-conforming signs to 
December 31, 2001. 

7) That Coastal Act policies concerning specific coastal resources, 

COASTAL COMMISSION 
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hazard areas, coastal access concerns and land use priorities 
have been applied to detennine the kind locations, and intensity 
of land and water uses. The extension is consistent with Coastal 
Act that encourages the ultimate abatement of nonconforming 
uses within the Coastal Zone. This amenctment would merely 
extend the a.~rrent obligations to remove or modify the remaining 
non-conforming signs to December 31, 2001. 

8) That the level and pattern of development proposed is reflected 
in the Land Use Plan, Zoning Code and Zoning Map. The 
extension is consistent with Coastal Act that encourages the 
ultimate abatement of nonconforming uses within the Coastal .: 
Zone. This amendment would merely extend the aJrrent ·" 
obligations to remove or modify the remaining non-conforming 
signs to December 31,2001. 

9) That a procedure has been established to ensure adequate 
notice of interested persons and agencies of impending 
development proposed after certification of the LCPA. Proper 
notice in accordance with the LCPA Amendment procedures has 
been followed. 

10)That zoning measures are in place which are in conformance 
with and adequate to carry out the coastal policies of the Land 
Use Plan. The City's Zoning Code is being amended concurrently 
with the LCP amendment. 

11 )The City certifies that with the adoption of these amendments, 
City shall carry the local coastal program in a manner fully in 
conformity with Division 20 of the Public Resources Code as 
amended, the California Coastal Act of 1976. 

12)The City certifies that with these amendments to permit an 
extension to abate nonconforming signs, the City have proper 
implementation actions as detailed in the actual wording of the 
amendments. 

13)The City certifies that the land use plan, as amended, is in 
conformity with and adequate to carry out Chapter Three policies 
of the Coastal Act. 

14)The City certifies the implementing actions as amended, are in 
conformity with and adequate to carry out the provisions of the 
certified land use plan. 

15) The Resolution of the City Council include the Zone Text 
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16)The City certifies that the amendments wll be 8Ubmitted to the • 
Coastal Commission for review and approval as a Oiminimus 
Amendment to the Local Coastal Pmgram. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 24" day of October, 2000. 

.. 
ATTEST: -·" 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF ORANGE 
CITY OF DANA POINT 

) 
) ss. 
) 

I, Marsha Whalen, City Clerk of the City of Dana Point, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing Ordinance No. 00-_Q§_ was duly introduced and placed upon its first reading 
at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 10111 day of Odober, 2000, and that 
thereafter, said Ordinance was duly adopted and passed at a regular meeting of the 
City Council on the 24111 day of Odober, 2000, by the following roll-call vote, to wit: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Council Members Kaufman, Netzley, Ossenmacher, 
Mayor Pro Tem Rayfield and Mayor McGuire 
None 

None 

None 

~ 
MARSHA WHALEN 
CITY CLERK 

COASTAL COMMISSION 

• 

EXHIBIT# • 

PAGE '"' OF 6 



• 
\ 

• 

• 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF ORANGE 
CITY OF DANA POINT 

) 
) IS. 
) 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

Marsha Whalen, being first duly swom, deposes, and says:_ 

That she is the duly appointed and qualified City Clark of the City of Dana Point 

That in compliance with State Laws of the State of Celifomia, ORDINANCE NO. 
00-....Q§__, being: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
DANA POINT, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING ~THE 
EXTENSION OF THE AMORTIZATION PERIOD TO 
REMOVE OR CORRECT EXISTING NONCONFORMING 
SIGNS TO DECEMBER 31,2001. 

a certified copy of the full text of Ordinance No. 00- QL., along with the names of those 
City Council Members voting for and against said Ordinance. was caused to be posted 
in the Office of the City Clerk . 

(SEAL) 

MARSHA WHALEN 
CITY CLERK 

I 

..... 
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EXHIBIT A 
to 

CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCE GO- 06 

Section 9.37.190 (h) of the Sign Code is hereby modified to read as follows: 

·An signs deemed non-conforming by the adoption of this Code and subject to Sections 
(b) through (g) above shall have the period of time extended to remove or modify the 
sign extended to December 31,2001: 
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. Chapter 9.37 

SIGNS AND ADVERTISING DEVICES 

IDtent.-.nd Purpose. 
Defi.aidOas. 
AclmiDistrat1oD and Enforcement. 
Permits Required. 
Permit AppUcadon. 
Neon Sign Review. 
SigD Programs. 
Sips Requiriag a Variance. 
Permit Fees. 
Permit lssaaDc:e. 
Exemptioa.s. 
Polltic:al Sips. 
LocatieD and Height. 
Materials, Design and CoDStruc:tion. 
PermiUed Sips. 
Special Use Sign Permits. 
Prohibited Sips. . 

I • 

Uasafe and Uaaathorized Sips. 
Noaconformiag Sips. 
IDveDtory aad Abatement of mega1 01' Abandoned Sips. 
Historical Sips. 
Mainteaance and Operation. 
Use of Product or Manufacturer Names iD Sips. 

9.37.010 lnteat and Purpose. 
The iateut of this Chapter is: 

9.37.010 

(a) To RlCOgnize that the primary purpose of sipage is to ideatify, locate, and encourage 
businesses and events. 

(b) To eac::oumge well designM cousisteut signage that is pleasing iD appemanoe and compatible 
with COIDIDUDity c:haJ:actec wbile providing latitude for a variety of signage. 

(c) To dimiaate potcatial tmffic and safety hazards to motorists and pedestrians. 
(d) To maiDtaiD the ~~~~'aCtiveness of the community and to eabaacc the character of the City 

as a place in wbich to live, work. play, and visiL 't 
(e) To promote the public health. safety, and general welfare of the citizens and business 

community of the City through quality sign standards. ' 
(f) To promote a high quality business environment by assuring signage is complementary 

to the City's wban design. 
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9.37.010 

The purpose of the provisions of this Chapter is to provide a reasonable and equitable system 
for regulation of the location. size, type, content, illumination. and number of signs, integrated as 
a part of the Zoning Code as set forth by this Chapter. (Added by Ord. 91-17, 11126191; amended 

by Ord. 94-03. 1111194) 

9.37.020 Definitions. 
(a) "A" Definitions. 

Advertising Device-Any object. person. or animal including but not limited to banners, -' 
balloons. stantes. flags, pennants, lights, portable signs, signs or landscaping. used to attract " 
attention for the purpose of drawing attention to a site or promoting the sale of goods or 

services. 
A-Frame Sign - A sign generally not securely attached or fixed to the ground or to 

a permanent sttucture used as a stationary advertising device and usually supported by two 
upright sign faces (also known as a "sandwich board"). 

Aggregate Area - The total area of sign and/or advertising device surface. 
Alteration- Any change of copy, sign face, color. size, shape illumination. position, 

location. construction, or support of any sign or advertising device . 
.Anima&ed Sign-A sign designed and coostrudl:d to auxact aueotioo tbrough the movement 

of the whole or any part of the sign. 
Area of Sign (for): 
Attached Sign-Sign area for an attached sign shall be considered the entire area within 

which a single continuous perimeter. of not ~ than eight (8) sttaight lines enclose the 
extreme limits of any writing, representation. emblem, or any figw:e or similar character 
together with any material or color forming any integral part of the display or used to 
differentiate such sign against which it is placed. Necessary supports or uprights on which 
the sign may be placed are excluded unless supports or uprights are designed in such a 
manner as to fonn an integral background or part of the display. When a sign bas two or 
more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in determining the area of the sign except 
where two such faces are placed back to back. When a five (5) foot space or greater is 
provided between two advertising devices, sign area shall be calculated as two separate 

signs (Exhibit 9.37-1). 
Detached Sign-Sign area for a detached sign shall be considered the entire area within 

which a single continuous perimeter of not more than eight (8) sttaigbt lines enclose the 
extreme limits of representation. emblem. or figure or similar dwactcrs. Nec:essaxy supports 

or uprights sball be excluded from sign area unless such uprights are designed in such a 
manner so as to form an integral part of the background or display. When a sign bas two 
or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in detennining the area of the sign 
except where two such faces are placed back to back (see Exhibit 9.37-Q). 

Attached Sign- Any sign or advertising device attached to a structure or b~lding other 
than a freestanding pole., flag, or monument sign. 

Awning - See Canopy. 
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EXHIBIT 9.37-2 
AREA OF DETACHED SIGNS 

u.ooo SQ. Fr. onxc:EJREr.UL 

!Ollu:ASING~ 
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F.G.ORN.G. 
WBICBEVER IS LOWER 

SIGN .AREA = LENGTH x WIDTH 
DISI'LAY~Aa:<WGOf 

F.G.ORN.G •. 
WHICHEVER IS LOWER 

_rn~~~~~~~· 

SIGN AREA = AREA WITHIN NOT MORE 
THAN 8 STRAIGHT LINES 
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9.37.020 

(b) "B" Definitioos. , 
Balloon-A spherical. flexible. non-porous bag or similar object capable of being filled 

with air or gas such as helium..BanDer - A sign usaal1y CODStttlCted of c1och. paper, or 
other lightweight material used for the purposes of advertising a business. organization, 
service, product. or event 

Beocb-A seat~ located upon or adjacent to the plblic rigbt.of-way for the purpose 
of pemoos rcsdDg and which is capable of displayiag a sign or advCitisiDg device. 

BiJlboard - A ti=standiug or attached ootdocx' adw:nisiDg sign capable of having 
intacbangeable messages (geDerally mJated to o«-site advertising). : 

Building Identification Sign-A sign whichc:ontainsonlythe name of a building an<Uar 
the address of the building. 

(e) "C" Definitions. 
Campaign Sign-Campaign sign usually refers to a political sign but may include any 

advertisins device or sian, not otherwise prohibited by this Section, which is designed to 
influeoc:e the passage or defeat of any mca.sum on tbc ballot or designed to influeoc:e the 
voters with mspect to the nomination, elec:dOD, defeat. orrelD0\'111 of a amclidatc from plblic 
office at any Datiooa1. state. or local election. 

Canopy-A fixed structure of any material projectiDg from and COIU'leC:ted to a building. 
coJ.unm. or post or supported by a flame exteacting from a building and/or posts. 

Canopy Sign-Any fonn of advertising or iJhmrinarion auacbed, painted. or constructed 
for a canopy. 

Center- A center can be commercial. iadust:riaL « professioaal use. coosistins of one 
or!J.l()m buiJdiDgs sbariog common fadliOes sUcb as off-stt=t paddDg. access. or laDdscaping. 
In each ease, a center will c:onsist of two or IJ.l()m retail ston:s or businesses. but may not 
necessarily be under a sinsJe ownership. 

Center ldentific:arion Sign-Any fmestandins sign which ideaeifies the name or address 
or directs attention to a center but that does not identify an individual business or activity 
and wbicb does not c:oatain tradcmad:s., tradcoames. logos. symbols. or any form of art 
that can be construed as a name of a sinsle business. 

Cllangeable Copy Sign -An advertising device which is capable of changeable text 
or srapbics. Rp'dless of method of attacbment, wbicb atwmsescwn~s. services. orprodoas. 

Civic Activity Sign- A bulletin board or other similar advertising device incideot to 
places of worship, hospitals. libraries. mnsenms, and otbcr similar public or non-profit 
institutions. 

Coostruction Sign-A tcmporaty sign on the pmmises listing the devel.opme.nt. m:hitect, 
en,meec, planner, contractor, or other person or firm partic:ipati.Dg in the development, 
CODSII'IJCtion or financing of a development. 

(d) "D" Definitioos. t 
Detached Sign - Any fieestandins sign or advertisins device used to attract attention. 

including pole, flag and monument signs. ' 
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9.37.020 

Din:d:ioual Sign-Any on-site tieestandmg. noo-flashjng sign which is designed, erected, 
and maintained to serve as a public conveaienc:e in diRx:ting pedestrian and vehicular traffic, 
but not used for the pmposc of advertising uses and 8C1ivities oo site. 

(e) "E" Definitions. 
Eave Line - That part of a roof which projects over or meets the wall. 
Electric Sign - Any .~gn utilizing electricity to illuminate its surface. 
Electronic Message SigD-A din:c:dy j)JmnjnatrtJ sign which presents variable advertising 

message displayed by electronically controlled lighdug pattem agaiDst a contrasting 
background, and which may be progmmmed to change the message display periodically. ., 

E.xtemaJly murnjrurtHI Sign-An eledric sign designed m:1 ~to display artificial 
light for the purpose of advertisement or identification, including but not limited to exposed 

neon signs. 
(f) "F' Definitions. 

Fascia- A broad well defined horizontal member of color or material having the fonn 
of a flat band between the top of a wall and the eaves of a roof. The area used for identifica­
tion over the front of a shop. 

Flag - Ooth or other lightweight material of distinctive size. color, and design, used 
as a symbol, staDdani, signal, emblem, or a device used to ataat:t attention. 

Flag Sign- A permanent mcstanding sign with its advertising device suspended by 
a post and beam support 

Flashing Sign -Any electric sign which intcrmiuendy flashes on and off, changes in 
intensity, or aearcs the illusion of flashing: in any manner. 

Freestanding Sign- A sign that is not a.ttached to any building. but is securely attached 
and fixed to the ground. 

Frontage, Building - The lineal measurement of a building facade which fronts on a 
street, landscaped area, and/or a paddng area and is used to determine the maximum sign 
area and number of signs pcn:nitted for a given use. 

Frontage. Street-The linear measurement of a lot along a public or private right-of-way 
but not including the lineal measurement along an alley, railroad, beach. fu:eway. orpaddng 
lot. 

Fuel Price ldeatification. Sign-A permanent sign. usually of a ll'IOIIIII!Ient \YJ)e. containing 
the prices and grades of fuel for sale at an automobile servic:e station. 

Future Facility Sign - A temporary sign denoting sale. lease. or rental of a site that 
is under con.stmction. 

Future Tenant Sign- A temporary sign denoting center name. tenant name. and type 
of nse for a site that is con.stmctcd. 

(g) "G .. Definitions. 
Gange Sale Sign- A temporary sign announcing the limited sale, from a.private resident. 

of goods, furniture, clothing, or other similar articles. 
(b) "H" Definitions. 

Height of Sign - Sign height is calculated by measuring the vertical distance from the 
uppermost point of the sign to the ground directly beneath. 

9.37-6 COASTAL COMMISSION 
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9.37.020 

Historical Sign-A sign. which because of its chal3cter. ~· or influence, is of historic 
significance to the community. 

(i) .,.. Definitions. 
Ideutification Sign - A sign which serves to ideatify only the uame., address. or trade 

of a business and sets forth DO other advertising. 
lllepl Sign -A ~gn not pemlittcd or exempted by tbis Code. 
IDflatable Sign ~-'See Balloon. 
Interior Sign -A sign Iocar.ed within the inside of a business which is not visible from 

any an:a outside the building which is open to the public. 1 

IntemaJJ.y IDmninated Sign-An electtic sip whose soun:e of illumination is not visible" 
to the viewer. 

G> "r Definitions. 
None. 

(k) "'K" Definitions. 
Kiosk - A freestanding. round or multipJ.e..sided suucture whose main pw:pose is to 

display signs or information. 
(1) "L" Definitions. 

Linear Froatase - The horizontal measamment of a buildiDg face or site. 
Logo - A name, symbol, feature. or trademark tbat mp.reseldS a business, enterprise, 

group. or activity. 
(m) '"M" Definitions. 

Major Tenant-Any tcuant in a multi-tenant c:ornmerdal center wbich either: occupies 
thirty (30) percent or 1001e of the leasable sCtuare footage of the centcl'; or bas S or 1110te 

locations in the legion. state or nation. 
Marquee-A permanent strucbJrC attached to and supported by a building and projecting 

over public Or priva1c right-of-way usually using changeable copy. 
Mansard- A roof system having a steep slope. normally on an building sides. often 

used to scn:en roof top equipment. 
Menu Board Sign - Sign displaying food items sold on the pmmiscs. 
Mixed-Use Districts - Areas with land use aod zoning designations for which both 

n:sideotial ad non-JeSideotial uses are the primary permitted uses. 
Monument Sign - A fi=standing sign diJ.ecdy supported by a sign stiUctUre that is 

not amower than the display surface of the sip. 
Multi-Tenant Identification Sign - A siDg1e sign identifying each tenant or business 

individually. 
Mmal - A display or illustration painted on a building or wall within public view. 

(n) "N"' Definitiaas. 
Neon Sign - An electric sign CODSisting of gas-filled tubing expospi to view. 
Noncooforming Sign - A sign. billboard. or other advertising device which docs not 

conform to the sign regulations as set forth in tbis Section or applicable zone or land use 
district. 
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9.37.020 

Non-Residential Districts - Areas with land use and zoning designations for which 
commercial. industrial or teereational uses are the primary permitted uses. 

( o) "0" Definitions. 
Off ..Site Sign-Any sign which is not located on the business or activity site it identifies 

or advertises. 
On-Site Sign- Any ,$ign which directs attention to an occupancy, business, service, 

or activity conducted, sold. or offered upon the pmnises where the sign is localed. 
(p) •r Definitions. 

Parapet - A low wall. tailing, or screen to prott:d: the edge of a platform or roof. " 
Pole Sign - Except for a flag sign. a freestanding sign directly supported by a sign 

structure that is nan:ower than the display surface of the sign. 
Political Sign - Political signage usually refers to aunpaign signs. but may include 

any sign. not otherwise prohibited by this Section. pertaining to the conduct of government 
in general. 

Portable Sign - Any sign not designed to be permanently attached to a building or 
pennanendy anchored to the ground. 

Projecting Sign- A sign which projects from a wall more than six (6) inches. 
Public/Quasi-Public Uses - Uses of a COilliiiUDity-serving IUII:Ure such as civic centers. 

chw:dles, parks. hospitals. schools, etc. 
Pump Sign -Signs displayed upon service SUdion gas pumps b'the pw:pose of advatising 

the sale of products incidental to the sale of gas and oil or otbe:r automobile service provided 
on the premises. 

( q) "Q" Definitions. 
None. 

(r) "R" Definitions. 
Real Estate Sign-A sign advertising the sale, lease, or rental of the pmnises on which 

the sign is located and maintained. excluding coostruction. future facility, and fut:ure tenant 
signs. 

Residential Districts-Areas with land use and zoning designations for which residential 
uses are tbe primary permitted uses. 

Roof- The uppe.r covering of a building for weather proteCtion or any architectural 
feat:ure resembling the covering in design or material. 

Roof Sign - Any sign which is erected. constructed. or maintained on or above a roof 
system. roof line, or parapet of any building. 

(s) "S" Definitions. 
Sandwich Board - See A-Frame Sign. 
Service Station - A lot or a portion of a lot used for the servicing of motor vehicles 

including gas stations. t 
Sign - Any structul'e, object, display verbiage, illustration. emblem, and/or logo used 

to direct or attract attention to an object, person. institution. organization. business. service, 
or event A sign may include. but is not limited to, words, numbers, symbols, posters. pict:ures, 
and other objects or characters similar in narure used to attract attention. 
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9.37.020 

Sign Progiam-A prognun intended to provide incentive, latitude. and variety in order 
to achieve aestbetically appealing and compatible signage for Shopping and professional 
office centers and iDdu.Sttiai puts with two or more occupantS. A sign program may also 
be applicable for a single business proposing two or more signs. 

Sign Stmclme-Tbe supports. uprights. braces. cables. f'ramewodc. and display surface 
ofa sign. .... 

"'Snipe" Sign-ADY. sign made of cloth. paper. cardboard. post« marerla1. plastic. metal­
or other material affixed to or upon fences. postS, tm:s. buiktiogs, people, or other so:uctures 

or smfaces usually found off-site. f 
(t) 'T' Definitions. ~ 

Temponuy Sign - Any sign constructed of paper. cloth, canvas. fabric, cardboard, or 
other matcriaJs. incfnding but not limited to flags. streaiDels, penrumts, banners, and baDoons, . 
not intended for pennaDCDt display. 

Tune and Temperature Device-A devicetbatdisplays the time or temperature whether 
or not it displays any advertising or establishment idcDtificatioo. 

Traasportadon Shelter - A ~ CODSUUc:ted for the use of persons waiting for 
U1UISpOdalioD. 

(u) "tJ"' Definitioas. 
Under-Canopy Sign-A pedestrian-oriented sip which is pezpeodicularto the building 

and the pedestrian path. and is suspended from. or projects from the wall below a canopy 
or coven:d made. An Under-Canopy sign does not project beyond the canopy or coVCIM 
ucade. 

(v) "V" Definitions. 
Vehicle Mounted Sign- Any sign or advertising device auacbed to any vehicle for 

the pw:poses of advertisement. · 
(w) "'W" Definitions. 

Wall Sign- Any sign or advertising device permanently attached to a building. A sign 
attached to a parapet sball be considered a wall sign. 

Wmdow Sign-Any sign exposed to public view, attacbed, painted. posted. or displayed. 
either pcrmanem1y or tempcxarily, on or within one (1) foot of the interior or exterior surface 
of a window. 

(x) "X" Definitions. 
None. 

(y) T Definitions. 
None. 

(z) T Definitions. 
None. 

Exhibits 9.37-3 through 9.37-9 depict many of the sign types described above ancf in the Permitted 
Sign Matrix. Section 9.37.150(a) through 9.37.150(f). 
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9.37.020 

EXBJBn' 9.37-3 
SIGN TYPES 
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EXIIIBn' 9.37-4 
SAMPLE SIGN LOCATION ELEVATION 

9.37-10 COASTAL COMMISSION 

EXHIBIT# __ 'f __ _ 
PAGE IQ OF J'i 



OJ.Im 

HOUSE 

l4S6AST. 

OPEN HOUSE SIGN 
4 SQ. FT. MAX. 

MA~10 
MATCH STRUCToRE 
-Uo!DoT • '10 a:MIIICWID 
..s r..:r or A Gel( raoc:aAM~ 

• Cl .. • ... 

~'J37.S 
DIRECDONAL SIGNS 

CONSmUC'JtON SIGN 
4 SQ. Fl'- MAX. 

EXBIBrl''J37-6 
CEN'I'ERII'ENAN IDEN'I1FICA'I10N SIGNS 

(FREESTANDING) 

9.37-11 

.< 
< 
~ 
• Ci' • 

!.. 

9.37.020 

GARAGE 
SALE 

34lllH 
ST. 

~ .. 

GARAGE SALE SIGN 
4 SQ. Fl'. MAX. 

(Doaa Poiat Zoaiac Code 9-96) 
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EXBJBIT 9.sl-7 
TEMPORARY FUnJllE FAauTIES SIGN 

F.G.ORN.G. 
WHICHEVER JS LOWER 

EXIIIBil' 9.s/-8 
TEMPORARY CONSTRUcnON SIGN 

r 
~~l~ !.1 

l IIANIDN CUl~; ! -;, .. ·-'1 I 
~ ,q:sr~ I I 

IO "' 
~ eo&.nuifate 

N.G. 
CHEVER JS LOWER ,,, r~OR 

;.., 
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SPBCIAL EVEN'I' SIGN. 
PERMIT REQUIRED) 

EXBIBlT 937-9 
TEMPORARY SIGNS 

9.37.020 

SPECrALEVENT SIGN 
(PERMIT REQtlmED) 

WINDOW SIGN -40CJ, MAX. 
AGGl{EGA"IE AREA (EXEMI'I) 

(Added by Ord. 91-17, ll/26i91; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1111194; Ord. 94-09. 5!24194) 

9.37.030 Admiuistration and Enforcement. 
The Director of Community Development or his authorized desiguee shall have the authority 

to enforce all the provisions of this Caaptcr and the applicable provisions of the Gty of Dana Point 
Municipal Code. (Added by Ord. 91-17, 11126191; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1/11194) 

9.37.040 Permits Required. 
No signs shall be erected. constructed. or alteled except for maintenance or repair. except as 

provided for in this Section and uoless a permit bas been issued by the Director of Community 
Development. A scpuatc permit shall be requiied for each sign or group of signs in one location. 
In addition to the r:equiremen1s set forth in this Chapter, all applicable building aod~cal permits 
shall be obtained in 8CCOidance with the Uniform Building Code and the Uoiforda Elcc:trical Code. 
A tag issued by the City indicating the sign permit number sball be affixed to the~gn so as to 
be readily visible. (Added by Ord. 91-17, 11/26i91; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1/11194) 

9.37-13 (DIIIa PGiDt Zoaiac Code 9-96) 
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9.37.050 

9.37.050 Permit AppUcation. 
An application for a sign permit shall be made iD writing upon forms provided by the Department 

of Community Development. 1bC application shall be signed eitha:' by the OWD«,lessee. or authorized 
agent of the premises on which the sign is loc:ated. 

Permit application requimnent.s shall include: 
(a) A completed applicatiOn form. 
(b) Plans. drawn to sc.alC; to include the following: 

(I} All sign details including sign area. dimensions, colm.. mat.erials..letter style. proposed ~ 
copy. leuer height and method of ifhtminarion. , 

(2) A site plan indicating the locati.on of all existing and proposed signs with sign area. 
dimensions. colors. materials. letter style. proposed copy. letter height. and method 
of illumination. 

(3) All building elevations with the proposed signs depicted on the elevations (see Exhibit 
9.37-10). 

(4) A deposit/fee as ~ by a Resolution of the Ot;y Council. 
(Added by Ord. 91-17. 11/26f91; amended by Ord. 94-03. 1111194) 

--
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EXDIBIT 9.37·11 
SAMPLE ELEVA110N REQtJIRED FOR 

SUBMI'ITAL OF PERMITS 
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9.37.060 

9.37.060 Neon SigD Review. 
Prior to the isswmce of a sip permit. neon signs sball be subjeCt to review aDd approval by 

the DUeclor of Comrnuniti Development. The Director sball assme the neon sip is aD aesthetic 
enhancement to the site signage, site desip and surrounding area; and does not aeate visual 
incompatibility. Pursuant to this title. the Diiector' s decision may be appealed to the Planning 
Commission. (Added by~ 91-17, 11126191; amended by Ord. 94-03. 1/11194) . -~ 

9.37 .o70 Sign Programs. 
The pmpose and intent of a Sign Progiam is to integmte signs with building and land.scapt 

desigD into a unified architectural statement. Sign programs may also be used to consider signag"e 
alternatives for developments which have unique tenant visibility problems. such as obscured lease 
space or complex access patterns. A Sign Program sball be subject to the review of the desigtt. 
placement. size. content. and compatibility of the proposed signage by the Planning Commission 
and shall be in substantial compliance with Section 937.150 of this Chapter. 

• 

(a) Sign Program Required. A Sign Program sball be n:quired for aDy new or upgrading center 
with two (2) or more tenaDts on a site; for aDy new or upgrading single enterprise which 
proposes tlu= (3) or more signs on a site; for aDY new multiple-unit residential project 
(attached or detached) which proposes two (2) ot more signs on the project site; or for 
aDY sign proposal deemed necessary by the DiRlc:tor of Conununity Development and in 
the intetest of the public health. safety and geaeral welfare. A Sign Program may also be 
submitted for the consideration of sign proposals which are designed to address centers 
with limited tenaDt visibility. A Sign~ may vary from the~ of Section 
937.150. but in no event sball aDy sip 'identified as prohibited in Section 9.37.170 be • 
permitted. nor sball the total area of all proposed signs exceed the maximum sign area 
allowed for a site. 

A Sign Program sball not be required for aD existing single- or multi-tenant commercial 
establishment, unless initiated by the property owner and/or tenants as part of aD overall 
aesthetic upgrading of the building or center. However, new signage for sites without a 
Sign Program must conform with all other provisions of this Chapter. 

(b) Application Requirements. An application for aDY Sign Program sball be submitted for 
review and appmva1 by the Din:ctorofCommuoily Development or the Planning Commission 
in accordance with Chapter 9.61 of the Dana Point Zoning Code. 
Sign Program applicaJ:ion requirements sball include: 
(1) A completed application fonn. 
(2) PlaDs. drawn to scale, including the following: 

(A) All sip details including sign ma. dimensions. colon. materials. letter style. 
proposed copy. letter height aDd medlod of illuminalioo. 

(B) A site plan indicating the location of all existing aDd proixlsed signs with sign 
area. dimensions. colors, materials. letter style. letters height and method of 
illumination; and definition of type of signage. such as center identlfic:ation signage 
or tenant identification signage. 

(C) All building elevations with sip area and location depicted. 

9.37-15 
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9.37.070 

(3) A deposit or fee as Ie<J.Uimi by a Resolution of the City Council. 
( 4) A letter of justification delineating bow the proposed Sign Program is consistent with 

the intent of this Cllapter. 
(5) Any other information as may be required by the Dilector of Community Development 

(Added by Ord. 91-17. lli26J91; atnendeA by Ord. 94-03, 1111/94; Ord. 94-09, 51'24194; Ord. 96-10, 
8113/96) 

9.37.080 Signs Requiring a Variance. .• 
Any proposed sign wbich deviates from any development standard set forth in this Chapter, .... 

except as may be pennitted through a Sign Program pUISU&Dt to Section 9.37.(110, shall require 
approval of a Variance in 8CCOldanc:e with Cbapter9.67 of the Dana Point Municipal Code. However, 
the use or establishment of a sign or device which is prohibited pursuant to Section 9.37.170 sball 
not be permitted by a Variance. (Added by Ord. 91-17, 11126191; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1111194; 
Ord. 96-10, 8113/96) 

9.37.090 Permit Fees. 
A sign pennit and plan cbect fee for each sign permit shall be paid to the Community Development 

Department prior to the issuance of a sign permit in accordance with the sclledule of fees established 
by an:solution of the City Cooncil. (Added by Ord. 91-17, 1 J./26191; amended by Ord. 94-03, In 1194) 

9.37.100 Permit lssuaDce. 
The ~of Community Development shall determine whecberthe proposed sign and Jdated 

disc.n=lionary approvals with respect to c:onstruction., loCation, and materials cooform to all applicable 
City ordinana:s. regulations. and the provisions of this Chapter. Any permit may be revoked in 
accordance with Section 9.61.110 of the Dana Point Municipal Code should any of the provisions 
set forth in this Qapter, any provision of this Code. or other applicable ~ons and ordinances 
be violated by the permit:tee. (Added by Ord. 91-17, 11126J91; amended by Ord. 94-03. 1111194) 

9.37.110 Exemptioos. 
The provisions and regulations of this Cbapter shall not apply to the following signs, nor sball 

the area of such signs be counted toward the maximum allowable sign area for any premises or 
use. 

(a) Din:ctional or infonnational signs provided they an:: 
(1) Each no mon: than two and one..Jlalf (2'1.t) square feet in area; 
(2) Contain no advertising message; and 
(3) An: located entirely on the business premises. 

(b) Four (4) Real Estate Open House or Garage Sale directional signs per intersection provided 
they an:: •. 
(1) Each no mon: than four (4) square feet in area; 
(2) Contain no advertising message; 
(3) An: located entirely on private property; and 
(4) Not in excess of one per public street comer, per direction. 

9.37-16 COASTAL COMMISSION 

EXHl BIT #-:--...;"f---::~­
PAGE 16 OF ..Jt_ 



9.37.110 • 

(c) Signs fcrtbe convenicuce of the public, such as signs idenlifyjng resttooms. public telephones. 
walkways, and similar features iJr facilities. provided such ·signs are: 
(1) Each no more than one and one-half (1~) square feet in area; 
(2) Contain no advenising message; and 
(3) Are located entirely on the business premises. 

9.37-16.1 (Dana Poilll z.m., Code 3-97) 
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937.110 

(d) Memorial signs on tablets or plaques (intended to convey bistorical connotations), including 
names of buildings or sites. and d8tes of eft:Ction wben cut into or attached to the surface 
or the facade of the bUilding. Said signs and size may be exempted if deemed a memorial 
sign by the Dkec:tor of Community Development. 

(e) Signs exclusively regulated by the state. traffic or rmmicipal signs. signs required by law, 
railroad crossing~ legal notices, and emergeocy «dangecnotices; provided such signs: 
(1) Shall DOt exceed twelve (12) square feet in area unless otherwise specified by law; 
<2> Contain no amrerdsing message; and 
(3) Shall not be more than one (1) sign per street frontage unless otherwise required by 

law. " 
(f) Emezgency. tempOraJ:y, and non-advertising signs as may be authorized by the City Council, 

including City-sponsored seasonal and promotional banners. 
(g) Signs of public utility companies and private contractors indicating danger or which serve 

as an aid to public safety. or which show the IOCII.ioo of underground facilities. 
(h) One (1) real estate sign per street frontage provided such sign: 

(1) Is located eotiRJ.y on the property offered for sale or lease; or on private property; 
(2) Does DOt exceed six (6) feet in height; 
(3) Does not exceed four (4) square feet in area; and 
(4) Is remc:rved upon the close of esa:ow or wbcD the R:Dta1 or lease bas been accomplished. 

wb.icbevea- event occms first. 
(i) Stt= addressing. house numbers,11.8.1Deplates, ""No Trespassing." ""No Parlcing." and other 

warning signs consistent with City Codes. provided the signs: 
(1) Do not exceed two and one-half (2Y.t) square feet in area; and 
(2) Ale IOCI.Ied entirely on-site. 

(j) Signs IOCI.Ied in the interior of any building which are not visible from any public or private 
right-of-way. 

(k) One of eacb of the following flags: 
(1) United States of America; 
(2) State of California; and 
(3) One othea- flag. 

(1) Temponuy. removable non-illuminated. window signs with the following provisions: 
(1) The signs do not exceed forty ( 40) percent of the total window area for the building 

elevation on which they are IOCI.Ied; 
(2) The signs are not erected or installed in a permanent manna-; 
(3) The signs complement the building and permanent signage; and 
(4) Additional signage shall be subject to the provisions of Section 937.160. 

(m) Traditional Cu:istmas signs and lights within any commercial and residential zone so long 
as they meet City Fire Codes. do not cause a dcttiment to the pablic beaJ.dl: safety, or welfare, 
and are displayed only between November 1st and January lOth, inclusive. 

(Added by Ord. 91-17, 11/26191; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1111194) ' 
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9.37.120 

9.37.120 Political Sips. 
Political signs. as defined in Sec:Uon 9.37.020. inc1udiag their supporting stnlCtUreS shall be 

permitted in all zones, provided tbat: 
(a) No sign shall be permitted on or to extend ovec any public property, public easement. or 

in the public right-of way; 
(b) Political sips sball n«.be posted in a manner wbich obstmcts traffic or stt1=et signs or 

devices. In addition. aU. political signs sball be posted in a ID8D1Jer wbicb preserves the 
lines of sipt as set forth in Section 9.05.090; _, 

(c) All political signs pertaining to a particular election sball be mnoved within ten (10) days ··' 
after the date of the elec:Uon; 

(d) The candidate. committee. or any other authorized person posting polidcal sips sball insure . 
that all sips include the oame. addn:ss and the mquired committee identification number 
of the campaign or po1itica1 organization. if any. 

(e) If the Dilector of Commlmity Dcvelopmeot finds tbat any po1itica1 sign bas been posted 
or is being maintained in violation of the provisions of tbis Section. the Dilector may cause 
said sign to be RlDIOved without prior notice. Any poJitical sign tbat remains posted for 
ma:e than faurtcc:n (14) days aft.ertbe elec:boD to wbich it percaias sball be deemed abaudcaed. 
The Dilector may also cause such abandoned signs and any signs wbicb constitute an 
immediate peril to persons or propcrry to be RlDlOved summarily and without prior notice. 

(Added by Ord. 91-17, 11.1261!Jl; amended by Ord. 94-03. 1111194; Ord. 94-09, SI24J94) 

9.37.130 Location and Beigbt. , . 
(a) All signs. uuless odlerwise provided for in this Qapter. sball be aected upon the premises 

occupied by the person or business sought to be ideoDfied bY such. signs. 
(b) No sign shall be loc:ated. upon or project over a public right-of-way, except signs promoting 

civic and nco-profit activities spollSORd by the civic and non-profit organizations subject 
to the review and approval of the Director of Community Development and in accordaoce 
with Section 9.37.160 (Special Use Sign Pemdts). 

(c) No sign shall be attached to any public utility pole or public property except nco-advertising 
sips or public notices of public utility companies as may be mpQred in their operations 
which provide service for the health and welfare of the general public or as mpdred by 
any Federal or State Jaw or agency tbe:reof. 

(d) No sign shall be placed in such a manner that the visibility of a sign on adjacent properties 
is obscured as viewed from a public or private right-of-way. 

(e) No sign sball extend above the eave line or parapet of the building on wbich it is located. 
(t) Signs sball be placed at or near the entrance to a bui.ldins or site to indicate the most direct 

acx:css to the business. 
(g) The maximum height of permanent detached sips sball be as follows: 'i 

• 

• 
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M.uimum. Sign and 
Berm Height C:in feet) 

3.5 
5 
10 
15 
20 .. 

9.37.130 

Sign Setback From Nearest Ultimate 
Property LiDe (in feet) 

0-5 
5.1-10 
10.1-15 
15.1-20 

20+ 

Sip heigbt sball be measured from the ground (finished gmde) directly sunoonding 
the sign to the top of the sign. When signs arc constiUcted on biJJsides or embankments :­
where the sign supports arc at varying lengths. heigbt sball be measured from the horizontal··" 
mic:f..point of the sign. Signs may exceed the maximum height if approved in conjunction 
with a variance in accotdance with Section 9.37.080. 

(b) Signs located within any n:quired building setback, access intersection or street inteaection 
area shall be located in accor:dance with the sigbt distance requiiemcnts of Section 9.05.090. 
Signs over dm:e and one balf (3*) feet tall sball be setback a minimum of five (5) lineal 
feet from the property line. No sign sball be located so as to promote a safety hazard as 
determined by the Director of Community DevelopmenL 

(Added by Ord. 91-17, 11126191; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1/11194; Ord. 94-09, S/24194) 

9.37.140 Materials, Design and Coostrudion. 
(a) All signs sball be COIISb.'UCted of pc.nnaneut materials. including but not limited to, metal. 

wood. aceyUc or other comparable durable weadlerproof malerials. No material more 
combustible than treated wood shall be used in the c:onstruction of any permanent sign. 

(b) Any sign support used in the construction of any pc.nnaneut sign sball be reviewed as part 
of the sign applic:ation. Bndcets or other structural elements that contribute to the an:bitecture 
or in any way contribute to the advertisement of a business shall be calculated as part of 
the aggregate area of signage permitted for the site. 

(c) Design. color, and sc::ale of the sign shall be in keeping with the design elements in the 
Gene.ml Plan. respective Specific Plan or Planning Area. and/or with the existing and 
surrounding architeclu.re. 

(d) Signs may be internally or extemally illuminated Intemal illumination is from the interior 
of a sign. behind 1ettus (back lighting), channel lighting. or other intcmallighting source. 
Letter and logos may be intemally lit but the sign background sball be opaque. External 
illumination is located outside of the sign and is focused to illuminate the exterior of the 
sign. Extemal lighting sball be designed so as not to reflect glare or visually disturb 
sw:rounding laud uses or function. Illumination sbaU be coosiden!d excessive when it prevents 

the normal perception of buildings or structures beyond or in the vi.ciuity of the sign or 
when it is disruptive to residential zones or any public or private rlglft-of-way. 

(e) Sign colors and materials should be selected to be compatible with the existing building 
designs and should contribute to legibility and design integrity. 

9.37-19 
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9.37.140 

(f) Sign colors and mataia1s should be selected that prcMde a contrast between the background 
c:olor(s) and the lettering. 

(Added by Ord. 91-17, 11/26191; amended by Ord. 94-03. l/11194) 

9.37.150 Permitted Sips. 
The following table ideudfics the sips permitted in each land use c:tisuict. In addition to the 

following n:guJarloDs. all sips must be in compliaoce with all other provisions of this Chapter.·· 
All signs shall be governed by the followiug mattix. except if spec:ificaJ1y ac:ldmssed elsewhere 1 

in this Oulpter. Where conttadictory, the more restrictive staadards will apply. 'lbe matrix lists .. 
standaJ:ds for the type. maximum number, aggregate area. maxiuun heisbt of sips. and additional 
standaJ:ds.ln addition to the listed standards. each sign sball comply with the n:quiremcnts set forth , 
in each specific district or zone. and all other applicable aty staDdanfs aod ordinances Consideration 
shall also be given to the overall appearance of the property aud the SUtrOUDding neigbborbood. 
The Planning Commission may adopt separate sign staDdaJ:ds or provisions for specific sites or 
areas. 

•• 
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• • 
(a) Permitted Temporary Signs in Residential Districts. 

PERMrr MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 
CLASS TYPE REQUIRED NUMBER ARI!!A1 HE1Gif14 ADDmONAL STANDARDS' 

(I) Constnrctlon Freeslandlna or Yes One per buildlna 31 sq. 1\. 6 feet (A) Copy shall be Umlted to lhe name or. 
Sign Wall site or street lhe project and may clenolo firm~ 

fronllse sud! 11 an:hlteetul'll, engineering, or 
const111ctlon firm~ ena•sed In work 
on lhe alto. 

(B) A lepl bulldlna permit must be I•· 
aued for lho alt« p~or to sign erec· 
tlon. ·· ..... 

(C) Sign shell bo removed upon Issuance 
of lhe fint certlllellos of use and 
occupancy. 

(D) A eonsllllctlon and future facility 
sign may bo permitted llmulll· 
noously u long 11 lhe total slp~ap 
does not exceocl 50 square feet. 

(2) Future Freestandin& or Yes One per bulldin& 32 sq. ft. 6 feet (A) Sip~ shall be removed prior to OCCU· 

Facility Wall site or atreet paney of 5~ of lhe buildings on 
frontage lito. 

(B) Copy may lndudo salo, louc, or 
rental of the property on which the 
alp~ Is located In llou of a real estate 
algn. 

(C) Sip pormltl shall bo valid for one 
year. However, prior to explntlon or 
time period, lhe City may pant an 
extension or not more dian one year. 

(D) A future facility alp~ may only be 
permitted upon removal of a con-

"'· st111ctlon algn. unlosa lho combined 
area or lhe COIIIIrUctlon and future 
fldllty aiJIII doca not oxceocl 50 
square feet. 

Note: Sec footnotes on Page 9.37·29. 

., .... 



PERMIT MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 
CLASS TYPE REQUIRED NUMBER AREA1 HEIGHT' ADD~ONALSTANDA~ 

(3) Open House Freestanding No, unless One sign per 4 sq. ft. 4feet (A) Open house signs may be displayed 
Sign proposed in comer per dircc- only until dusk and when lbe proper-

conjunction with lion, plus one sip ty Is IIVIIllble few Inspection. 
a temporary per site (B) Placement lhall be pennltled on 
sales facility priYIIO property only. 

(C) Sians shall be placed so that lbe)' do 
not· obtcltre and ... not attached to 
Ore hydrants, lrlftlc slallllllalp cw 
otherwise Inhibit cw Interfere with 
vehicular or peclestrl11t tnfllc. · 

(D) No wind •lau (Oap, ballons) lhaU 
be displayed. However, one Oag 
lhall be pennltled on site. 

(4) Remodelling Freestanding or No One per building 4 sq. ft. 6fect (A) Copy limited to name of Orm en-
Sign Wall site aapclln hcwno repaln, remodels, 

pool Installation, etc. 
(B) Sign lhall be removed upon com-

pletlon of work and prior to final 
Inspection. 

(S) Real Estate Freestanding or No One per street 4 sq. ft. 6reet (A) Copy may Include only lnfcwmallon 
Sign Wall frontage relating to the we, lease or rentll of 

the premises on which the tip It 
located. 

(B) Signs thaD be removed upon close 
of escrow cw when lease cw rental 
hu been accompHshlid. 

(6) OaragdYard Wall, Window Yes One per site, or u 31 sq. ft., cw as Below the eave (A) A Special Bvent Permit Is required 
Sale Sian or Preestandln& deemed appropd· deOnecl by a spe- line punuant to Sec:don 9.37.160(1). 

ate with a special dal event permit Special Bvent Slans and Olapter 
event permit . 9.39. 

(B) Special event sips are to be re-

~ 
.... moved on or before date or permit 

expiration. 

en 
~ote: Sec footnotes on Page 9.37-29. 
l> r-
C") 
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(b) Permitted Permanent Signs in Residential Districts. 

~ 
PERMIT MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 

TYPE REQUIRED NUMBER AREA1 HEIGIIT' ADDmONAL STANDARDS, 

(l) Tract ldentlfl· Freestanding or Yes One per ltreet I tq. ft. per lineal Wall: 6 feet (A) Slana ahall be 1mxed to 1 perimeter 
cation Wall frontage or one on foot of abeet will or placed within 1 landscaped 

eaeb aide of 111 ft'ontap up to I 00 Freestanding: pllllter. 
enlrlllce aquare feet mul• S feet (D) Copy ahall be limited to 18 lnebes in 

mum or 11 defined height. 
by an approved (C) Location 10 be determined at time of 
sign program alan pmsram •eprovll. . 

{D) Preestandlns aisrta ahlll be of • 
monument type. 

(B) Signs may be seven feet In height if 
height Includes a two-foot high 
landscaped overall berm. 

(2) Rentlteasing Freestanding or Yes One per complex 12 sq. ft. Wall: Below the (A) Signago shall bo approved 11 part of 
Identification Wall or entrance eave line a comprehensive alan propam. 
Signage (8) Signs may bo seven feet Ill height If 
(Apartment Freestanding: overall height Includes 1 two-foot 
complexes S feet high landscaped berm 
only) 

(3) Directional Freestanding or No Minimum number 2~ sq. ft. per sign Wall: Below the (A} Copy limited to directional alpage 
Wall necessary to pro- eave line 11 deftned In this Section. 

vide adequate (B) Slgnap to be Included with a com· 
lnfonnatlon and Freestanding: prehenslve slgft proaram. 

direction 4 feet 

(4) Site Directo- Freestanding or Yes One per alto, or as 24 sq. 1\., or as 6 feet (A) Signs to bo approved In conjunction 

~ ~ (") 

G) :::r:: g m m 

,.,;! 

0 J:. s II 

ry/Occupant Wall dictated by the dictated by the with the approved sign propam. 
Listing slgnpropm sign proaram 
(CondomlnJ;: 
umComplex) 

, 

Note: See footnotes on Page 9.37-29. 
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:z 



• 

f (c) Pennitted Temporary Signs in Mixed Use and Non-Residential Districts. 

i 
I 
i 

'! 

C"') 
0 
> (I) 

~ r-
C"') 

CLASS 

(I) Construcdon Sian 

(2) Future Facility 

(3) future Tenant 

., 
~ 

TYPE 

Preealandlng 
or Wall 

Preeslandlng 
or Wall 

Freeslandlng 

0 Note: See footnotes on Page 9.37·29. 
3: 
3: 
CiS 
(I) -0 
z 

PERMrr MAXIMUM AGGREGATE 
REQtiJRED NtlMBER AREA' 

Yes One per bulldins 31 tq. ft. 
or leased parcel, or 

one per 11reet 
fronllp 

Yes One per building 32 aq. ft. 
or street fronllge 

Yes One per bulldlna 32 sq. ft. 
site or ttreet front· 

age 

• 

MAXIMUM 
HEIGHT' ADDtTJONAL STANDARDS' 

6 feet (A) Copy shall be limited to the name of 
the project lnd may deiiOie fi1111J audt 
u archkectal'll, enghleerlns, or eon· 
ltNctlon 01111J encapl In wort on the 
lite. 

(B) A legal bulldlna pennlt muat be Issued 
for the site prior to alp erection. 

(C) Sian shall be nimo,ved upon IIIUance 
of the Ont eertlfidltea or 1t1e aad 
occupancy. 

6 feet (A) Sign shall be removed prior to OCCU• 
pancy or 501f, or the bulldlnp on site. 

(8) Copy may Include •ale. lease, or renlal 
or the property on which the dan 1s 
located In Ilea or a leal estate usn. 

(C) Sian pennlta tltall be valid lor one 
year. However, prior to expiration or 
dmo period. the City may pant an 
extension or 1101 men than one year. 

(D) A future faUlty llan may only be 
permitted upon nmoval or. c:onltNc-
don sign. unleas the combined area or 
the c:onttNctlon and future facility 
•lana does IIOl exceed 50 square feet. 

6feet (A) Only permitted In lieu or a construe-
lion/future facility llan. 

(D) Copy shall be limited to center Rime. 
tenant Rime. and type of use. 

(C) Sian shall be removed II dme of In· 
•lallation of pennaaent alan for a 
slnafe bulllneu on a separate parcel or 
when a comprehensive llgn propam Is 
approved ror • multiple tenant site. 

.. , .... 

•• 
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llsLASS 
PERMIT MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 

TYPE REQUIRED NUMBER AREA1 HEIGHT1 ADDmONAL STANDARDS' 

(4) Real Bstatc Preestandl ng Yes One per street front· llsq. n. Wall: Below the (A) Copy shall pcrllln only to the sale, rent, 
or Wall age eave line or lease of the bulldina property. 

(B) Sign shall bo removed upon close of 
Freestanding: escrow or when lease or rental has been 

6 feet accomplished. 
(C) Sign may only bo erected In lieu of a 

construction an~or future facility sign. 

(S) Portable Freestanding Yes One per business 12 sq. n. 4 feet (A) Slgn(s) shall be dul&ned and displayed 
Sign entity per site In conformance with Section 9.37.160(b), 

Portable Signs. 

(6) Special Wall, Window Yes One per site per 32 sq. ft., or as Below the eave (A) A special event permit is required pursu· 
Event Sign and Freestand- street frontage or as deftned by a line ant to Section 9.37.160(a), Special Use 

ing deemed appropriate special event Sign Permits, and Section 9.39.070. 
with a special event permit (B) Special event signs are to be removed on 

permit or before date or permit expiration. 

(7) Window Affixed to No No limit .CO.. or the aggre· N/A (A) Window algnap ahall conform to the 
Sign window only pta area of the provisions of Section 9.37.110(1). 

window 

(8) Remodeling Preestandlna No One per building 4 square feet Wall: 6 feet (A) Copy limited to name or nrm enpaed In 
Sign or Wall site Oround: 4 feet repairs, remodels, Installations, etc. 

(B) Signs shall bo removed upon completion 
of work and prior to nnallnspectlon. 

Note: See footnotes on Page 9.37-29 . 

•• 
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9.37.150(d) Permitted Permanent Signs In Mixed Use and Non-Residential Districts (for Commerc::lal Centers). 
Note: Total of all allowable slgnage is based on total street frontage unless otherwise noted. 

PERMIT MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 
CLASS TYPE REOUIRED NUMBER AREA 1 HEIGHT 1 ADDITIONAL STANDARDS J 

(I} Center Freestandlna Yes . Two: llq. ft. per Sfeet (A) Sip shall conlllln the name of the center 
Idenllficallon (One freestandina lineal foot of (or as detennlned (If any) and/or the name(s) of major ten· 
Sian sip allowed for lot fronlllp by an approved ant(s). 

each street up to too Sip Program) (D) Sip shall include the address of the site. 
fronlllp) ~quare feet (C) Sian shall be approved IS part of a Sian 

Proaram. 
(D) Sian shall be of alt!Onumcnt type. 
(B) Sian may be up to ~~~ feet In helaht If 

height Includes a maximum two foot high 
landscape benn. 

(2} Tenant Wall or Yes Four: I Ill· ft. c lineal Below the eave (A) Sips may be located on building eleva· 
Identification Window (One slsn allowed foot of lldlng line tlons with street frontage or main public 
Sign for each street frontaae on a entrance. 

fron111ae. parklna public rfpt.of· (B) Slana Installed above the first Door may be 
lot frontap or way, parklnalot Installed adjacent to the entrance. 

Interior courtyard or Interior (C) Two or more signs requires approval of a 
frontage) C<!llrtyard Sign Program. 

(D) Under canopy algns1hall be centered above 
a window or entrance. 

(3) Directional · Freestandlna No Minimum number 2.~ lqUire feet Wall: Below the (A) Copy limited to directional slpaae IS de· 
Signage or wall necessary to per sip eave lined. 

provide adequate Freestandlna: (8) Slpap to be htcluded with a comprehen-
lnfonnatlon and 4 feet sive sign propam. 

direction 

(4) Menu Board Preestandlna Yes One per drive 20 sq. n. 6 feet (A) Shall be approved u pail or a comprehen· 
or Wall through lane sive alp proaram. . 

(B) Shall not be readily visible from any public 
rllht·of-way. 

(C) Sound shall not exceed 4S dBA at any 

"' 
point within 20 feet or the sian. 

(D) Shall Include Independent speaker pedestal 
.,.. or order placlngl'confinnatlon equipment. 

i;! 
.-- Note: See footnotes on Paae 9.37-29, 
C") 
Q 

:s: 
~ 
en en -Q 
:z 
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9.37.150(e) Permitted Permanent Signs In Mixed Use and Non-Residential Districts (for Single Tenant Sites). 
Note: Total of all allowable signage is based on total street frontage unless otherwise noted. 

CLASS 

(I) . Center 
ldentlllcatlon 
Sign 

(2) Tenant 
ldentlllcatlon 
Sign 

(3) Directional 
Slgnage 

(4) Menu Board 

.... 

TYPE 

Freestandtna 

Wall, Canopy, 
or Window 

Freestanding 

Freestanding 
or Wall 

Note: See footnotes on Page 9.37·29. 

PERMIT MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 
REQUIRED NUMBER AREA 1 HEIGHT t ADD~ONALSTANDARDS• 

Yet 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Two: 
(One freestandlna 
sian allowed for 

each street 
frontap) 

Four: 
(One sign allowed 

for each meet 
frontage, parking 

lot frontap or 
Interior courtyard 

frontage) 

Minimum number 
necessary to 

provide adequate 
Information and 

direction 

One per 
drive through lane 

I sq. n. per 
lineal n. or 
lot frontase 
up to 100 
square feet 

I sq. n. per 
lineal n. or 

building 
frontage on any 
public d&ht·of· 
way, parking lot 

or Interior 
courtyard 

2K square feet 
per alan 

20 sq. ft. 

5 feet 
(or as may be 
permitted by 

an 
approved sign 

program) 

Wall: Below 
the 
eave 
line 

Wall: Below 
the eave. 

(A) Sign shall only Include the name and address 
or the tenant. 

(8) Sign shall be approved as part or a Sign Pro-
gram. . 

(C) Sign shall be of a IIIOR\Irnent type. .. ·, . 
(D) Sign may be up to se¥eaJeetln hei&ht If 

height Includes a mulmum two Foot high 
landscape berm. 

(A) Signs may be located on butldlns elevations 
with street frontap or main public entrances. 

(B) Sign installed above the Orst Door may bO In· 
stalled adjacent to the entrance. 

{C) Three or more algns requires approval of a . 
Sign Program. 

(D) Under canopy sips shall be attached een· 
tered above a window or entrance. 

(A) Copy limited to dlreetlonal slgnap u de· 
fined. 

Freesllndlng: (B) 
4 feet 

If a Sign Program Is Clherwlse required, the 
directional slanaae ahall ~ Included. 

6 feet (A) Shall be approved as part of a comprehf:nslve 
sign program. 

(B) Shall not be readily visible. from any public 
right-of-way. 

(C) Sound shall not exceed 45 dBA at any point 
within 20 feet of the sign . 

(D) Shall Include Independent speaker pedestal or 
order placing/confirmation equipment. 

•• 
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(f) Special Sign Requirements for Service Stations. 
' 

PERM_rt ~AXIMUM 
CLASS TYPE REQUIRED NUMBER 

(I) ldenllftcatlon FteeStandlna Yes One per 1lte 
Sign 

(2) Fuel Price Freestanding Yes One per llreet 
lnfonnatlon frontage 

{3) Attached Wall or Yea One per street 
Canopy frontage 

•• 

~ Note: See footnotes on Page 9.37·29. ,.... 
("') 
c 
3: 
3: 
;; 
C'A 
(5 
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AGGR£GATE MAXIMUM 
AREA1 IIEIGH~ ADDmONAL STANDARDS' 

20 aquare feet If alan 4 feet (A) Service atatlons with u auo-
conllina only klentlft· dated convenience atore 1hall 

cation and no chanpable be limited to a 20 square foot 
cop)' puela for prldnJ. Identification llan. 
If prleo lnfonnatlon Ia {B) Sip mall be located within 

Incorporated in lhe klen· a landscape planter and may 
dllcatlon sign, the total not be located closer than 

square footaae may be 32 live (5) feet IO lhe property 
square feet. line. :;:· . :' ·. 

12 sq1111re feet 4 feet (A) Price algns ahall advertise 
per sign fuel prlcet only and no other 

producb available. 
(B) Slana mall be completely 

located within a landlcapo 
planter area. 

(C) Signs ahall only be pennlttecl 
In lieu or the provisions of I 
32 aquare foot Identification 
alp. 

(D) The 10111 square footaae of 
alan lacludlnaattached or 
detached •lana shall not ex· 
ceed an aurepte of tOO 
square feet In area. 

I aq. ft. per lineal foot of Wall • below tho roof line (A} The tOitlaquare footaae of 
bulldlna frontaae · llan lacludlna attached or 

Canopy • confined to cano- detached algoa ahall not ex· 
py fascia, canopy columns eeed •aareaato of tOO aquare 
or other structural elements feet In area. 
below the canopy 

.. , ..... 
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PERMIT MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 
CLASS TYPE REQUIRED NUMBER AREA' HEIGH"r ADDmONAL STANDARDS, 

(4) lnfonnatlonl Attached to No One per canopy 3 square feet 10 feet (A) No other signs shall be pennitted on 
Instruction Island column column the canopy or columns. 
Signs (B) Signs encompassed within a fuel 

pump or required by State or Federal 
Government shall not be regulated 
by this Code. 

(C) No signs shall be pennitted to be 
displayed on top of attachment to or 
suspended rro~ any pump. . 

(g) Special Sign Requirements for Public/Quasi-Public Uses. 

PERMIT MAXIMUM AGGREGATE MAXIMUM 
CLASS TYPE REQUIRED NUMBER AREA' HEIGHT' ADDmONAL STANDARDS' 

(I) Identification Freestanding or Yes One per site I square foot per 4 feet (A) Sign shall be located within a land· 
(Detached) Wall lineal foot of scaped planter. 

' 
street frontage not (B) Additional algnage may be pennltted 

to exceed SO subject to a sign program (I.e., 
square feet per booster slgnage for baseball dia· 

street monds). 

(2) Identification Wall Yes One per use or I square foot per Below the 
(Attached) building frontage lineal foot or entire line 

building frontage 
not to exceed 24 

square feet 

' Footnotes for Section 9.37.150(a) through 9.37.1SO(g): 

~ ~ 2f G) I > ... 

~~ 
(l)i· 

~~ =1t: 

0~ 
0~ 

0 ~ s~ , s 

~ 
Ci3 
C'l) -0 z 

I) The maximull\ site sign area Is I square foot of sign area per linear foot of building aile frontage on a public street, up to a maximum of 100 square feet. A greater 
maximum site sign area may be allowed for multi-tenant commercial developments subject to approval of a Sign Program and based on building frontage. 

2) The maximum allowable height of a sign must also comply with the height/setback requirements of Section 9.37.130(g). 

3) Illuminated signs located In residential districts may only be externally Illuminated. 

(Added by Ord. 91-17, lln6/91; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1/11/94; Ord. 94-09, 5n4194; Ord. 94·21, 12/13/94; Ord. 96-10, 8/13/96) 
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9.37.160 

9.37.160 Special Use Sign Permits. . 
1be purpose of the Special Use Sign Permits sedion is fO permit aod ~ tbe use of: temporary 

banDers, pennants. and flags in cOnjunction with special cveuts; aod portable signs in conjunction 
with normal business operations for both profit and nooprofit orgauizatioos. 

(a) SpecialEventSignPermit. TheuseofbaJmers.peuuanas.flags.andothertemporarysignage 
which are used to pro~ or advertise special events. civic activities. grand openings, 
and special sales are per~Diued when en::cted in au apprOved loCation and only upon obtaining. 
a Temporary Sit.e DevelopmentPermitasdefitlcdin Oaapra-9.71 of the Dana Point Municipal 
Code; the provisions as set forth in this Section; and. wbele applicable an cnaoacbment " 
pennit. Applications for special event banners. pennants, and flags shall be filed with the ·" 
Department of Community Development on forms furnished by the Department. 

Special evems held outdoors in tents. •mfinisbed slructUI:eS, cr in oc:cupmc:ies not approved ' 
for general use sball c:omply with the provisions as set forth in this Section and Chapter 
9.39 of the Dana Point Municipal Code. 
(1) Center or Business Organizations. A business c:enter or individual business may be 

gnmtl!d a permit to display oo-sit.e tempcxaiy banners. pNimuts, aod flags fer a maximum 
of sixty (60) days within a twelve (12) mood1 period. This can be accr:ued in any mulliple 
or consecutive days up to sixty (60) days. A temponry baoDers. pennants, and flags 
pennit sball be submitted for ~eview and approval to the Din:ctor of Community 
DeveJopmeat subject to tbe provisions listed below. Jf approved, a certificate of approval 
sball be issued incl.uding the cxpi:ndion date. · 
(A) Total temporary banners, pennants~ and flags sball not exceed a total aggregate 

area of more tban one (1) square t:X. p« lineal foot of baflcting frontage on .a 
public street. and sball not exceed a totalagp:epre area of tbirty-two (32) square 
feet. Building sites with one hllllCiad (1 00) lineal feet of frontage or more on 
a public street may be penniued an agp:epte area ofbaooers. pemwrts, and flags 
not to exceed fifty (50) square feet. Tenants or sites with less tban twenty-four 
(24) lineal feet of building frontage may be permitted twenty-four (24) square 
feet by right. Individual teuants within a center may be permitted a total aggregate 
area of one (1) square foot per. lineal foot of stote frontage at the main enuance, 
and sball not exceed twenty-four (24) squam feet. 

(B) Total temporary signage for each site sball not exceed three different forms of 
banners, pennants. and/or flags. or other signage. 

(C) Banners, pennants. and/or flags sball be «RCted or plaeod only upon the site in 
which they are intended to advertise. No off-site baoDers. pennants. and flags 
sball be permitted. 

(D) Any banner, pennant, or flag sball notobscureorc:ove.r~J:~CR than fifty (50) percent 
of the total window area on the building clcvation on which ttfey are located. 

(E) Pemlants and flags proposed in conjunclion with tbe use of a banner sball be limited 
in size and number subject to the discretion of the Director of 'Community 
Development. 

9.37-30 COASTAL COMMISSION 
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9.37.160 

(F) Temporary banners. pennants and flags shall compliment rather than detract from 
the site and permanent signage. · 

(2) Grand Opening/Liquidation. Qn.site grand opening or liquidation sale banners in 
connection with the openiDg of a business. a majar remodel. new ownersbip, or closure 
of a business may be permitted and approved by the Director of Community Develop­
ment. subject to, the provisions listed below. If approved. a certificate of approval 
shall be issuecf including the expiralion date. 
(A) Banners. pennants. aad flags shall be permitted for forty~five (45) days unless 

extended by the Director of Community Development; :' 
(B) Banners. pennants. and flags shall not exceed a total aggregate area of more thari' 

one (1) square foot per lineal foot of building frontage on a public street; sucb. 
baoaers, pennants. and flags shall not exceed an agg~egate area of thirty-two (32) 
square fc:et. 

(C) Copy shall be limited to usual wording such as "Going Out of Business Sale," 
"Liquidation Sale." or "'Grand Opening ... 

(D) Any banoe:c, pennant. or flag sba1l not obscure or cover ntOie than fifty (50) pen:ent 
of the total window area on the building elevation on which they are located. 

(3) Noo-Profit Organization$. Tempmary banners, peanants. and flags advertising a spccla1 
event, oo- or off-site. including civic, public. religious, educational. or pbilantbropic 
events. may be granted a special event sign permit for no longer than one (1) month 
per o:x:weuc:e unless exlellded. by the Dimct« of Community Developmem. Tempormy 
banners, pennants. and flags shall ~ appropriate for the event and shall not have an 
advczsc affect on adjacent land use$.· The sign copy may contain names, logos. or 
ccxpcxale spoosors but such names, logos. or corpc~ate S(ICIJSCXS may not exceed ooc-tbitd 
(1/3) of the aggregate area of signage. Advertising signage area. specific locations. 
colon. and materials shall be submitted for review by the Director of Community 
Development. If approved, a certificate of approval sball be issued including the 
expiration date. 

(4) Fee. A fee and deposit shall be mquin:d as approved by a Resolution of the City Council 
to gu.mntec the removal of temporary banners, pennants. and flags at the end of 
the permit period. If temporary banners, peanants. or flags are not removed at the 
end of the permit period. the applicant sba1l forfeit the deposit and excess days will 
be debited against any potential future permit time. Fees for non-profit organizations 
may be waived by the Director of Community Development. The applicant shall retain 
a copy of an approved permit on-site to be presented upon n:quest by an authorized 
City Official. 

(b) Portable Sign Permit. 
(1) Definition. For the pwposes of this Section. "portable sign" inQiudes any signs or 

advertising devices not designed to be permanently auacbcd to a building or permanently 
anchcm:d to the ground. This includes A-frame or sandwich board slgns. 

(2) Permit Requm:d. Any business enterprise operating in an enclosed structure may apply 
for a Portable Sign Pennit for one (1) portable sign. 

9.37-31 (Duoa Poiat ZaaiDc Code 9-96) 
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9.37.160 

(3) Pennit Criteria. Portable signs· must meet tbe following development standards: 
(A) Portable signs may bave a maximum sip area of twelve (12) ~ feet. The 

height of pOrtable signs sball be in CODformanc:e with tbe height and selback 
standards urtder Section 9.37 .130(g), but in oo event will portable signs in excess 
of four (4) feet in height be pennitted. 

(B) Portable sigu.,.must be locared eutildy on private property, and must be arranged 
so as not to iiuerfc= with pedestrian access to, through and around the site of 
the business establishment. Portable signs must be located on tbe same site as,. 
the business ad~ and within close proximity to the main public entran~ 
to the business. 

(C) Portable signs may not encroach into RqUin:d off-street parldng areas, nor maY.' 
they be arranged so as to a:eat.e sight distance coaflicts or other tmffic hazards. 

(D) Portable signs 11e to be utilized only during tbe aquJar boua of operadon of 
the business, aod sbaJl be mnoved or otherwise sec:ured during non-business hours. 

(E) No additional lighting is permitted for portable signs. 
(F) Portable sips 11e to be maintajned in a neal, ordedy fashion so as not to constitute 

an UDSigbdy ~or a pub& mriSIIJCO. Signs sboulcl beCCIIISIIUcted of dUlable, 
~mat.e.rials and be professioaal in appearance in a maDDer meeting 
the approval of the Dim:tor of Comunmit¥ Development. 

(G) Tbe use of pottable sips is pennilk!d only in IIOIHeSideadal aod mixed-use distticts. 
(H) Portable signs for semce bnsinesses must include the aame of the business as 

well as aay service(s) advenised. . 
(4) Review Period. The pmvisioos of this Section shall be effective on a year-to-year 

basis staniug at the beginning of the 1996-1997 fiscal year. Prior to the end of the 
fiscal year, the I>iJ:ector of Community Development will submit a SUlDDW)' of the 
Portable Sign Permit Program to tbe City Council for their review on the consent 
calendar at a regularly-scheduled City Council meeting. Based upon the outcome of 
this review, the City Council may: 
(A) Terminate the Program at the end of the c::urreot fiscal year by taking no action; 
(B) Extend the Plogiam "'as is" for one (1) year·a,y minute order or Resolution; or 
(C) Extend the Prograin with modificalions by Ontinance. 

(S) Period of Validity. Portable Sign Permits may be issued for a one (1) year period. 
The sign(s) may be utilized at any time during this period, in conformance with the 
standards listed above under Section 9.37.160(b)(3). Portable Sign Pennits may be 
renewed indefinitely at the discretion of the I>iJ:ector of Community Development, 
provided the applicant bas demoDStmted compliance with the all the above--mentioned 
permit requirements during the preccdiDg permit period. 

(6) Fees. A fee sbal1 be required as approved by a Resolution of th~tCity Council to 
guarantee complianc:e with the standalds for portable signs. Tbe ~t sball retain 
a copy of the pennit and the fee receipt on-site to be presented upon ~uest by an 
authorized City official. 
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(7) Enforcement. Compliance witb the provisions of this section will be monitored by 
the Code Enforoement DMsion. 'I'be ovmers of portable siaDS placed or used in violation 
of this section will be notified by first-class mail or by hand-delivered notice, and 
given tMDty-fom (24) hours to con.ec:t the vioJalioo. A&r the sccood DOCicc of violation, 
the owner of a non-complying portable sign may be subject to revocation of the Pmtable 
Sign Permit aod/~ confiscation of non-complying signs (if placed on public property) 

without~ ~otice. 
(AddedbyOrd. 91-17,11126191; amended byOrd. 94-03, Ull/94; amendedbyOrd. 95-02, 1124/95; 
Ord. 95-04, 2114195; Ord. 96-04, 3126196; Ord. 96-0S, 419196) ' 

9.37.170 Prohibited SigDs. 
Except as otherwise expressly pemUttccl in this Olapcr:r, all signs are expressly prohibited, including. 

but not limited to the following: 
(a) F1asbing. moving. anima!M and inrennittaJtly lighted signs and advetlising devices including 

animals and human beings. excluding public service signs such as time and temperature 
signs and traditioDaJ bmber shop poles. 

(b) Roof signs as defiDed in Section 9.37.020(r). 
(c) Signs wbicb project over public riabt-of-way or adjacent private property. 
(d) Qaageable copy signs with the exception of signs intended for the advcrtiscmcnt of civic 

activities and menu board signs. 
(e) BIDIICIS., flags. pennants, bdooas, andotbertemporuy signage except as may be permitted 

by Section 9.37.160 in conjunction witb a,Temporaty Site Development Permit or Section 
9.37.1IO(k). I • 

(f) Off-site signs and other similar signs installed for the purpose of advertising a project. subject. 
or business, unrelated to the premises upon which the sign is located, inclusive of "snipe" 
signs and billboards, but exclusive of garagelyan:l sale and open bouse signs. 

(g) Vehicular signs including signs attached by any means to automobiles, trucks. trailers. or 
other vehicles on private or public property for the pwpose of advertising, identifying, 
or providing din!:ction to a use or activity not related to the lawful use of the vehicle for 
rendering service or delivering mercbandise. 

(b) Obscene or unlawful signs. . 
(i) Signs in the public right-of-way and public property except those signs that a:n: provided 

for in this Chapter. 
(j) Permanent pole signs exceeding five (S) feet in height. not including flag signs, witb open 

space from grouDd level to the bottom of the sign exceeding thirty-five (35) peo:ent of 
the overall height. 

(k) Audible signs or advertising devices. 
(I) Inflatable signs and advertising devices. • 
Exhibit 9 31-11 depicts many of the probibired sign types described above. 
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EDIIBlT 9.37-11 
PR.OIIIBlTED SIGNS 

'I'El\IPORAltY WDI:DOW 
SIGNSOVEB..cft 
(NOT JNa..tJDJNG P.ERMlT1'ED 
SPECIAL EVENT SIGNS) 

(Added by On:l. 91-17, 11126/91; amended by On:l. 94-03. 1/11194) 

9.37.180 Uasafe and .Uaautborized Signs. 
For any sign or other advertising device regulated in this Olap&ertbat is deemed by the Director 

of Commtmity Development to be unsafe or hazardous to the public bcaJtb. safety. and welfare 
or that bas been CODStn1Ctecl. erected, or maintained in violation of this provisious as set forth in 

. this Olap&er or other applicable code. the pennittee or property owoer sba1l be giwa written notice 
to C'Ol'l'eCt and/or remove the sign violation. Jfthe pemUtt.ee or property owoer fails to alter or remove 
the stroctnre to comply with the regulatious set forth in this Code within tea days. such siga violation 
may be mmoved or altered by the aty at the e.xpme of the pcrmiaec or OWDC'%. Any sign or advertising 
device which presents an immediate threat to the public safety may be removed without notice. 
(Added by Ord. 91-17. 11126/91; amended by On:l. 94-03. 1/11194) 

·' 
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9.37.190 NODCODfOI'Dli.ng Signs. 
A legal noaconformiog sign is any pemianeot sign wbicb was legally established and maintained 

in conformance with the OldiDaac:e in effect at the time of original iJu:taOarioa. but because of size. 
heigbt.locatic:ll. dcsip. c:oastmcticm, or ocher ci:tcuniStaDCC is n« in CClJbmance with the~ 
of this Code. 1be provisions of this section &ball apply to an nonconforming signs. 

(a) Geacral Pmvisioas. A ponconforming sign shall be properly maintaiued in accordance with 
Section 9.37.190(c);·~ may not be: 
(1) Changed to anothec nonconforming sign either due to a change in text, cosmetically 

or sttucturally; 
(2) Strueturally or electrically expanded or altered unless such alteration brings the sigb 

into conformance with aD current provisions of this Chapter; 
(3) Relocated to another site on the same property; 
(4) Re-established after discontinuance for ninety (90) days or more; 
(5) Re-established after damage or destruction of IJlOI'e tban fifty (50) percent of its original 

valuation. 
(b) Removal. Existing signs which an determined to be nonconforming on the effective date 

of this Chapter (December 26. 1991) shall be modified or removed to comply with all 
provisions of this OJa.pter within seven (1) years of the initial date of first written notice 
from thel>inlc::totofCommunity Development. unless exteDded as permitted in this Section. 
Such written notice &ball be recorded with the Oraaae County Recorder and mailed to the 
property owuer. 1be owner shall be given wdttcn notice to c:ormet or remove the non­
conforming sign within the 7-year amortization period. If the property owner fails to alter 
or nmove the structure to comply with the i:cgulatioas set forth in this Chapter within ten 

(1 0) days following the final date of the amortization period, such sign may be removed 
or aketed by the City at the expense of the pennittec or owner. Signs which were cn:cted 
or alteled without a required permit or signs which did not comply with the applicable 
regulations when erected shall be immediately removed by the owner upon written notice 
from the City. 

(c) Maintenance. All signs shall be maintained in good repair and functioning properly. to 
the satisfaction of the Director of Community Development. Signs shall be free from all 
defects including but not limited to cracking. peeling. and rustiug. Signs that are not properly 
maiDtained sball be deemed a public nuisance and may be abated upon proper notice. 

(d) Minor Repairs and Repainting. Legal noaconfonning signs may be removed fortbe purpose 
of repairing or repainting and may be replaced upon obtaining a sign permit. Legal 
nonconforming signs may be replaced if the identical sign and text is replaced within sixty 
(60) days of its removal 

(e) Change of Ownership. Upon change of ownersbip of the business advertised by the 
nonconforming sign. the sign as originally approved. including text, 1\J!lY remain on site 
for seven (1) years from the date of written notice from the Director of Community 
Development in accordance with procedure of Section 9.37.190(b). · 

(f) Cllange in Property Size or Configmation.lf any size or configuration of a parcel or building 
is changed by the subdivision of the property, building addition or demolition. signs for 
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9.37.190 

the propetty sballbe made tocooform to thesipzeguladiaas ~Je to theuewly a:cared 
parcel or buiJding at the time such cbange becomes effective. 

(g) nme &ledSiou. Prior to the expiration of tbe IIMil (1) year period provided in Seclion 
9.37 .190(b). a writteD request may be made to tbe PlaDDiDg Conunissiml for an exteosion. 
No time exteasion sball be appt'O'W'd for any sip 1IDiawfu1ly eaected. 
(1) Tuue Period. The f.Janning Commission may approve a time extension for a period 

doemtld appropriate. up to one (1) year. 
(2) Application and Fee. All application sbaD be submitted on a form provided by the 

Dimc::tor of Conmumi1;y Development and accompanied by a fee set by a Resolution " 
of the City Council. ·' 

Submittal p:quirements shall include: 
(A) AD exhibit showing all sigDs cum:utly on site; 
(B) The date the sign was c:onstructed and located on the site; 
(C) The n:maining economic life of the sign. wbicb may or may not be less tban the 

actual physical life of the sign; 
(D) Any unusual citcumShmeeS conceming the size. height. and location of the sign; 
(E) The J.'DIDI.IIer in wbicb the sign violated the sip tqU1abons as provided in this 

Section; 
(F) A Jeacr of justificaD.on showing how the ii'JU!ICIJdiate removal or alteration of the 

sip. as required by this Sedioa. 'WOUJdcr.eate IID!If'Q'SSI'Y bardsbip on the applicant, 
and wbich hardsbip may be inconsistent with the purpose and inrent of the sip 
regulatioas. " 

(3) Findings. The Commission shall find die following in approval of an exteosion of 
time for a JlODCODfoaning sign: 
(A) Due to special citcumstanc:es. immcdiatl) removal of the sign will IeSUlt in a 

substantial batdship for the applicant. 
(B) The sip is not detrimental to the SUIJ:OUDding properties or the general health, 

safety, and welfare. 
(C) The sign does not constitute an obsuuction to vehicuJar or pedestrian traffic or 

visibility and is not a hazardous dislxaccion. 
( 4) Conditions. Subject to approval of the time exteusion. the PlaDDiDg Commission may 

n:quirc reasonable modification or· altemDon to the sign to improve' appeal1IDCC or 
its compliance with this Seclion. Modification that would extend the useful life of 
the sip sball Dot be permitted. 

<Added by 0n:1. 91-17. 11126191; amended by om. 94-03. tn1J94) 

9.37.200 ID'ftlltOr.Y aad Abatement of mega~ or Abandoned Signs. 
(a) Wltbin six (6) months after the adoption of the ordiDance c:odif:ied in this t;itfe. the Din:ctor 

of Community Development sball antborize an inventory and identification of illegal and 
abandoned signs sbaU be made of all signs within the City. IDegal or abandoned signs sball 
be abated in accordance with the provision of this Section. 
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(b) The Director of Community Development shall require the removal or abatement of all 
illegal or abandoned signs. If signs are not removed by tbe owner, abarement sball commence 
after sixty (60) days of tbe tiDal inventory of illegal or abandoned signs. 

(c) Any unlawful signs located within the public right-of-way or on public property may be 
removed, without notic::e, by the Director of Community Development. Abated signs shall 
be retained at City Hall for a period of not less than three (3) working days, after which 
the signs may be~ 

(d) Should tbe City bC requiied to remove any illegal or abandoned signs. the reasonable cost 
of such removal sball be assessed against the owner of such signs. The cost of remova! 
shall be established by a Resolution of the City Council. ._ 

(Added by Ord. 91-17, 111261'91; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1111194) 

9.37.210 Historical Sigos. 
An existing sign, which because of character, age. influence, cultural or historic significance, 

may be exempted from the standards of this Chapter. All such signs shall be subject to approval 
of a minor Conditional Use Permit by the Planning Commission. 

(a) Historical siguage criteria may include: 
(1) Date in which the sign was erected; 
(2) Documentation of originality of historic or cultural value; 
(3) I>ocumeDiation sbowiog that tbe sign has been maintained in original form and significant 

text as when it was originally constructed. 
(b) Fmdings. In approving a historical sign. the Planning Commission shall determine: 

(1) That the sign contributes to the positive architectural, cultural, or historical c:baracter 
of the City of Dana Point, County of Orange, State of California, or the United States; 

(2) That the sign would not create confusion to the public or to public safety officials 
in response to emergencies; and 

(3) That the sign would not adversely affect the health, safety, or welfare of the community. 
( 4) That documentation of the history of the sign and site bas been provided to the City 

for archive purposes. 
(Added by Ord. 91-17, 111261'91; amended by Ord. 94-03, 1111194) 

9.37.220 Mainteoanc:e and Operation. 
All time and/or temperature signs shall be continually maintained and calibrated to display the 

correct time and accurate temperature. Within three (3) days of the bi-annual time change, signs 
displaying the time shall be adjusted accordingly. 
(Added by Ord. 94-09, 5124194) 

9.37.230 Use or Product or Manufacturer Names in Signs. .,· 
(a) Product or manufacturer names are pennitted on temporary banner signs. Product or 

manufacturer names may be allowed in tenant identification signage undet the following 
conditions: 
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(1) The mgistcmd uame of the business (dba) iacludes the product or"manttfacturername; 
or 

(2) Tbe product or manut'actl.tlet name is associltecl with a product which. when new. 
bas a ~s suggested retail pice exceeding $1,000. 

(b) If a product andlor~name is used in a teaant identification sign. the following 
n:strictions shall applr.: . 
(1) The product andiof manufactuler name ponioo of the sip may DOt exceed twenty. 

(20) pen::cnt of the toeal sign m:a, unless the product or manufacturer name is pan· 
of the registeml business oame (dba), in whicb case thee shall be no percentage l 

n:striction; and .... 
(2) A maximum of one (1) productnameandone(l) manufactweroame may be included 

in the sign except as provided in subscc:tion (c). 
(c) Exceptions from subsection (b)(2) may be permiUcd subject to the approval of a minor 

Conditional Use Permit by the Diiector of Community Development. 
(Added by Ord. 94-21. 12/18194) 

• 

• 
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