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March 23, 2006 

 

TO:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Steve Monowitz, District Manager 
  Rick Hyman, District Chief Planner 
  Susan Craig, Coastal Planner 
 
SUBJECT: COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ LCP AMENDMENT NO. SCO-MAJ-2-04 

(Part 3) CERTIFICATION REVIEW: Concurrence with the Executive 
Director’s determination that the action of the County of Santa Cruz accepting the 
Commission’s certification of LCP Amendment No. SCO-MAJ-2-04 (Part 3) is 
legally adequate.  For Commission review at the meeting of April 12, 2006 in 
Santa Barbara. 

 
 
A. BACKGROUND 
The Commission acted on County of Santa Cruz LCP Amendment No. SCO-MAJ-2-04 (Part 3) 
on December 15, 2005.  The amendment modifies the procedural chapter of the LCP’s 
Implementation Plan to: 1) add provisions requiring applicant-sponsored, per-application 
neighborhood meetings with associated notice provisions; 2) add early posting of sites subject to 
applications; 3) eliminate some coastal permit application submittal requirements; 4) clarify 
that the County determines who to mail hearing notices to and does the mailing; 5) rectify an 
error in the description of amendments that are considered “Corrections,” and; 6) make a few 
other corrections and clarifications. 

The Commission rejected the amendment as submitted but certified the proposed amendment to 
the LCP if modified to: 1) reinstate some application requirements that were inadvertently 
deleted; 2) include some notice provisions required by the California Code of Regulations; 3) 
provide corrections or clarifications of certain wording. 

B. EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION 

On March 7, 2006, the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing and 
adopted a resolution that acknowledged receipt of the Commission’s resolution of certification, 
accepted and agreed to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreed to issue permits in 
conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approved the necessary changes to the 
County’s LCP (see Exhibit A). 
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As provided in Sections 13544 and 13544.5 of the California Code of Regulations, for the 
amendment to become effective, the Executive Director must determine that the County of Santa 
Cruz’s actions are legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  Unless the 
Commission objects to the determination, the certification of County of Santa Cruz LCP 
Amendment No. SCO-MAJ-2-04 (Part 3) shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of 
Certification for the LCP amendment with the Secretary of Resources, as provided in Public 
Resources Code Section 2180.5(2)(V). 

C. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director 
that the action of the County of Santa Cruz accepting the Commission’s certification of County 
of Santa Cruz LCP Amendment No. SCO-MAJ-2-04 (Part 3) is legally adequate, as noted in the 
attached letter (Exhibit B), to be sent after Commission concurrence. 
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