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Prepared October 25, 2007 (for November 16, 2007 Hearing) 

To: Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Charles Lester, Senior Deputy Director 
Dan Carl, Interim District Manager 
Susan Craig, Coastal Planner 

Subject: Santa Cruz County LCP Amendment Number 1-07 Part 3 (Rural Private Road 
Standards) 

Santa Cruz County’s Proposed Amendment 
Santa Cruz County is proposing to amend its certified Local Coastal Program Zoning Ordinance 
Section 16.20.180 (Grading Ordinance Design Standards for Private Roads, Driveways, and 
Bridges) to add the word “Rural” and delete the words “and Bridges” from the title of the 
ordinance, and to remove Section 16.20.180(N) pertaining to bridge standards.  See Exhibit #2 
for the County’s proposed changes to Section 16.20.180.   

Minor LCP Amendment Determination 
California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 13554 defines minor LCP amendments.  Among 
other things, minor LCP amendments include: 

CCR Section 13554(a). Changes in wording which make the use as designated in the 
zoning ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and 
which do not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and which are found 
by the Executive Director of the Commission or the Commission to be consistent with the 
land use plan as certified by the Commission. 

CCR Section 13555 provides that the Executive Director can make determinations on whether a 
proposed LCP amendment is “minor.” The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of 
the Executive Director’s determination (pursuant to CCR Section 13555) that the proposed 
amendment is minor as defined in CCR Section 13554(a).  

The proposed amendment will not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and will 
not conflict with any policy or standards contained within the certified Land Use Plan or Chapter 
3 of the Coastal Act. 

Specifically, the proposed amendment adds the word “Rural” to the title of Section 16.20.180 to 
clarify that these grading ordinance standards for private roads are applicable to rural areas of the 
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County only (standards for private roads in urbanized areas are addressed in other sections of the 
LCP).  Also, the proposed amendment deletes the Grading Ordinance’s standards for bridges 
located on rural private roads and driveways.  The reason for this proposed change is that the 
construction of bridges does not require a County grading permit, so the placement of standards 
in this section of the Grading Ordinance is inappropriate.  Instead, the required standards for 
bridge improvement and/or construction can be found in the Fire Code (Zoning Ordinance 
Chapter 7.92), which is not part of the certified LCP.  However, any proposed bridge 
improvements or new construction of bridges across streams or creeks along private rural roads 
(and any private rural roads and driveways themselves) in the coastal zone will be reviewed 
under the LCP.  In such cases, the provisions of LCP Chapter 13.20 (Coastal Zone Regulations) 
and LCP Title 16 (Environmental and Resource Protection) of the certified LCP Zoning 
Ordinance and other applicable LCP sections will apply (regarding water quality protection, 
erosion control, riparian corridor protection, sensitive habitat protection, etc.).  In other words, 
the proposed amendment will not affect protection of coastal zone resources because existing 
LCP provisions will continue to protect such resources regardless of this minor technical cleanup 
of the LCP’s grading ordinance. 

Coastal Commission Concurrence 
Pursuant to CCR Section 13555, the Executive Director will report this determination to the 
Coastal Commission at its November 16, 2007 meeting at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel, 1433 
Camino Del Rio South, in San Diego. The Executive Director will also report any objections to 
the determination that are received within ten working days of posting of this notice. The 
proposed minor amendment will be deemed approved and will become effective immediately 
unless one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request that it be processed as a 
major LCP amendment (CCR Section 13555(b)). 

For further information regarding the proposed LCP amendment or the Commission’s 
procedures, please contact Susan Craig in the Coastal Commission’s Central Coast District 
Office in Santa Cruz at the address or phone number listed above. Objections to the proposed 
minor LCP amendment should be submitted in writing by November 9, 2007. 

 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit 1: Board of Supervisors’ Resolution  
Exhibit 2: Proposed Changes to LCP Section 16.20.180 
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