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November 7, 2007 

  W 16a 
ADDENDUM 

 
To: Commissioners & Interested Persons 
 
From: South Coast District Staff 
 
Re: Commission Meeting of Wednesday November 14, 2007, Item W 16a, Huntington 

Beach LCP Amendment 1-06 (Parkside), Huntington Beach, Orange County. 
 
A. Exhibit BBBB
 
Exhibit BBBB “Public Access in the Parkside Vicinity” was not attached to the staff report.  
It is attached to this addendum. 
 
B. Additional Documents
 
1. Water Availability Estimates for the EPA Area at the Shea Homes Property, 
prepared at the request of Shea Homes by Doug Hamilton, Exponent, dated October 5, 
2007. 
2. Neighbors for Wintersburg Wetlands Restoration, Vegetation Survey of the WP area 
prepared by Mark Bixby, letter dated 7/8/07 
 
C. Correspondence Received
 
1. Bolsa Chica Land Trust, letter dated 7/30/07 to the City of Huntington Beach 
regarding scheduling of a new local public hearing. 
2. City of Huntington Beach, letter dated 8/14/07 responding to the Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust letter referenced above. 
3. Bolsa Chica Land Trust, letter dated 6/25/07, regarding unpermitted fill at the 
subject site. 
4. Bolsa Chica Land Trust, letter dated 11/7/07 opposing LCPA 1-06 as submitted and 
supporting the staff recommendation. 
5. Amigos de Bolsa Chica, letter dated 11/6/07 opposing LCPA 1-06 as submitted and 
supporting the staff recommendation. 
6. Jerome Mandich, Email received 11/7/07 supporting the LCPA as submitted 
 
Letters received since the staff report was mailed through 11/7/07, all opposed to LCPA as 
submitted. 
 
Commission staff also received one phone call from Stephen Ferry supporting the Bolsa 
Chica and supporting adoption of the staff recommendation at the November 2007 
hearing.  
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N e i g h b o r s  f o r  W i n t e r s b u r g  W e t l a n d s  R e s t o r a t i o n  
17451 Hillgate, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-4707 - 714-625-0876 - www.bixby.org/parkside 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
July 8, 2007 
 
California Coastal Commission 
South Coast Area Office 
ATTN: Meg Vaughn 
200 Oceangate, Suite 1000 
Long Beach, CA  90802-4416 
 
RE: Huntington Beach LCPA HNB-MAJ-1-06 and WP vegetation as of June 30, 2007 
 
Dear Ms. Vaughn and Coastal Commissioners, 
 
On June 30, 2007, I returned to the Shea Parkside WP wetland to conduct another vegetation 
survey to determine if hydrophytic species were still preponderant as they were for my previous 
survey of March 17, 2007.  This document may be viewed in its original color format at: 
 
http://www.bixby.org/parkside/documents/CCC/nwwr-ccc-070708-wp-veg-survey.pdf 
 
I traversed the length and width of WP and used a 1-meter PVC quadrat to sample vegetation at 
approximate 50ft intervals paced off from GPS measurements.  I took a closeup photograph of 
each quadrat and a wide-angle photograph to show context.  
 
I used Photoshop to overlay a 10x10 grid of 100 equally spaced points on top of each closeup 
quadrat photo.  I then proceeded to perform “point-contact estimation of cover” to tally each 
living vegetation species under the center of each of the 100 points to arrive at an estimated 
absolute coverage percentage for each species. 
 
Next, I computed the relative coverage percentage for each species, and ranked the species by 
decreasing coverage amount.  I then used the “50/20 rule” to determine which species were 
dominant.  I use bold print to denote the dominant species in the attached sampling details. 
 
Finally, I computed the percentage of the dominant species that had hydrophytic status indicators 
(i.e. FAC, FACW, OBL).  If more than 50% of the dominant species are hydrophytic, then 
hydrophytic vegetation is preponderant in that quadrat. 
 
The end result is that 11 out of my 12 quadrats exhibit predominantly hydrophytic vegetation. 
 
The Coastal Commission only requires one parameter (hydrology, soils, or vegetation) to 
determine that wetlands are present.  It is clear from the quantitative vegetation data I have 
collected that WP still qualifies as a wetland based on vegetation alone. 
 

W8.5a



 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mark D. Bixby  
Neighbors for Wintersburg Wetlands Restoration 
17451 Hillgate Ln 
Huntington Beach, CA  92649-4707 
714-625-0876 
mark@bixby.org 
http://www.bixby.org/parkside/ 
 
Attachments: 
  Sampling Location Distribution 
  Sampling Location Detail



 
Sampling Location Distribution 



 

Sampling Location Details 
 
Location: 1 Longitude/Latitude: -118.035900,33.709800 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Alkali Mallow 
   Malvella leprosa 

FAC 8% 100% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 2: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035850,33.709683 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 28% 82% 

Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 6% 18% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 3: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035800,33.709583 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 28% 64% 

Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 15% 34% 

Cheeseweed Mallow 
   Malva parviflora 

UPL 1% 2% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 4: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035750,33.709467 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 45% 90% 

Spreading Alkaliweed 
   Cressa truxillensis 

FACW 5% 10% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 5: Longitude/Latitude: -118.036117,33.709667 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 25% 69% 

Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 5% 14% 

Bristly Oxtongue 
   Picris echioides 

FAC 3% 8% 

Cheeseweed Mallow 
   Malva parviflora 

UPL 2% 6% 

Common Sowthistle 
  Sonchus oleraceus 

NI 1% 3% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 



 
Location 6: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035967,33.709683 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 20% 63% 

Alkali Mallow 
   Malvella leprosa 

FAC 9% 28% 

Cheeseweed Mallow 
   Malva parviflora 

UPL 3% 9% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 7: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035817,33.709700 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 29% 58% 
 

Cheeseweed Mallow 
   Malva parviflora 

UPL 12% 24% 
 

Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 9% 18% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 50% Preponderant?: No 
 

Location 8: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035667,33.709733 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 23% 74% 

Alkali Mallow 
   Malvella leprosa 

FAC 8% 26% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 9: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035500,33.709783 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 40% 67% 

Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 20% 33% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 10: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035350,33.709817 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 69% 100% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 

Location 11: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035183,33.709850 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 31% 78% 

Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 9% 22% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 



 
 

Location 12: Longitude/Latitude: -118.035000,33.709900 
Species Status Indicator Absolute Cover Relative Cover 
Salt Sandspurry 
   Spergularia salina 

OBL 56% 95% 

Fivehorn Smotherweed 
   Bassia hyssopifolia 

FAC 3% 5% 

Hydrophytic dominants: 100% Preponderant?: Yes 
 
 
































































































