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PUBLIC NOTICE 
April 20, 2007  

To:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From:  Alison Dettmer, Manager, Energy and Ocean Resources Unit 
 Gary Timm, South Central Coast District Manager 
 Robin Blanchfield, Coastal Energy Analyst 

Subject: Santa Barbara County Minor Amendment STB-MIN-2-07.  Proposed minor 
amendment to the County’s certified Local Coastal Program to be heard at the 
Coastal Commission meeting on May 10, 2007 at the Crowne Plaza Los Angeles 
Harbor Hotel, 601 S. Palos Verdes Street, San Pedro, CA.  

 

Amendment Description 

The County of Santa Barbara (“County”) is requesting an amendment to the Implementation 
Program/Coastal Zoning Ordinance portion of its certified Local Coastal Program (“LCP”) to 
exempt certain types of oil and gas development structures from height limits where it is 
technically infeasible to adhere to them.  These structures include: amine columns, oil/gas 
drilling rigs, oil/gas workover/pulling rigs, distillation columns, stripper columns, and flare 
stacks. 

This amendment request was deemed complete and filed by the California Coastal Commission 
staff on January 4, 2007, pursuant to Coastal Act Section 30514(b) and Sections 13554 and 
13555 of the Commission’s Regulations (California Code of Regulations (“CCR”), Title 14, 
Division 5.5).  

The proposed amendment will update the County’s Coastal Zoning Ordinance (Article II, 
Chapter 35 of the Santa Barbara County Code (“Zoning Code”)) with the following changes:  

(1) Amend Section 1-Division 2, Definitions, of Article II of the Zoning Code by adding 
definitions for amine column or tower, oil/gas drilling rig, oil/gas workover/pulling 
rig, distillation column or tower, stripper column or tower, and flare stack. 
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(2) Amend Section 35-127 A.1, Height, under Section 2-Division 7, General 
Regulations, of the Zoning Code to exempt temporary oil/gas drilling rigs, oil/gas 
workover/pulling rigs, amine columns, distillation columns, stripper columns, and 
flare stacks from adherence to applicable height limits where adherence is technically 
infeasible. 

Executive Director Determination 

Based on the review of submitted materials, the Executive Director has determined that the 
proposed LCP amendment qualifies as a minor amendment.  Section 13554(a) of the California 
Code of Regulations defines a minor amendment to a certified zoning ordinance as: 

Changes in wording, which makes the use as designated in the zoning ordinance, zoning 
district maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not change the 
kind, location, intensity, or density of use and which are found by the [E]xecutive 
[D]irector of the Commission or the Commission to be consistent with the land use plan 
as certified by the Commission. 
 

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to bring additional consistency between sections of 
the County’s Coastal and Inland Zoning Ordinances.  While the general regulations of these two 
ordinances set a maximum height limit of structures at 50 feet, other sections of these two 
ordinances identify permitted and conditionally permitted uses for certain structures that must 
exceed applicable height limits in order to function at all.  In the coastal zone, these uses include 
exploration, production, processing and transportation of oil and gas.   
 
On March 15, 2007 the Commission approved Major Amendment STB-MAJ-1-05, which 
corrected many inconsistencies between the County’s Coastal and Inland Zoning Ordinance by 
amending Section 35-127, Height, of the Zoning Code with revised language and a specific 
methodology for calculating the height of a structure.   
 
Proposed Minor Amendment STB-MIN-02-07 provides additional consistency by adding 
specific language to Section 35-127 that clearly exempts temporary oil/gas drilling rigs, oil/gas 
workover/pulling rigs, amine columns, distillation columns, stripper columns, and flare stacks 
from the maximum 50 foot height limits, when it is technically infeasible for them to meet the 
height limits.   
 
The proposed amendment does not change past practice or interpretation of the zoning 
ordinance.  The County previously approved the Point Arguello oil and gas processing facility at 
Gaviota with structures that substantially exceeded 50 feet in height.  
 
The proposed language adds specificity to the coastal zoning ordinance by identifying under 
which circumstances specific types of oil and gas structures may be considered for exemption 
from the general height restrictions.  The proposed amendment is consistent with the County’s 
certified land use plan and does not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use.    
Therefore, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission has determined that the proposed 
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changes qualify as a minor amendment, as defined above.  
 
Pursuant to 14 CCR Section 13555, the purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties that 
the Executive Director, has determined that the proposed amendment qualifies as a minor 
amendment, as defined in 14 CCR Section 13554(a), for the reasons stated above. 

Procedures 

Coastal Act Section 30503 requires public input in the preparation, approval and certification of 
any amendment to a certified LCP.  Notice of the proposed amendment has been distributed to 
all known interested parties in accordance with 14 CCR Sections 13551 and 13552.  Santa 
Barbara County held a Planning Commission hearing on August 27, 2006 and a Board of 
Supervisors hearing on September 26, 2006.  At these hearings the County received verbal and 
written comments in support of the proposed amendment from concerned parties and members 
of the public.  No objections were received.   

In accordance with 14 CCR Section 13555, the Executive Director will report this “minor 
amendment” determination to the Coastal Commission at its next meeting on May 10, 2007 at 
the Crowne Plaza Los Angeles Harbor Hotel, in San Pedro, CA.  At this meeting, the Executive 
Director will also report any objections to the determination that are received within ten working 
days of the posting of this notice.  

The proposed minor amendment shall be deemed certified and become effective immediately 
unless one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request that it be processed as a 
major LCP amendment (CCR Section 13555(a)). 

Notification and Objections 

For any questions or additional information regarding the proposed LCP amendment or the 
Commission procedures, please contact Robin Blanchfield in the Coastal Commission’s Energy 
and Ocean Resources Unit at 415-904-5247, rblanchfield@coastal.ca.gov, or at the address listed 
in the letterhead.  

If you wish to register an objection to this proposed LCP amendment, please do so by May 4, 
2007. 

 
Attachments 
 
Exhibit A: Ordinance 4622: An Ordinance Amending the Santa Barbara County Code by 

Revising Article II of Chapter 35. titled “Coastal Zoning Ordinance,” as approved 
by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara on September 26, 2007 

mailto:rblanchfield@coastal.ca.gov
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