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September 5, 2007 
 
TO:  Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Alison J. Dettmer, Deputy Director / Tom Luster, Environmental Scientist – 

Energy, Ocean Resources, and Federal Consistency Division 
 
SUBJECT: Addendum to Findings for E-07-001 / A-3-SLO-06-053 – Cambria Community 

Services District (CCSD) 
 
 
This addendum includes several recommended minor revisions to the August 16, 2007 staff 
report, as well as ex parte disclosures and comments and correspondence received regarding the 
proposed project.  The comments received do not change staff’s recommendation that the 
Commission conditionally approve the proposed project.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: Staff received the following correspondence (attached): 
• August 31, 2007 – Rob Cozens, Mendonoma Marine Life Conservancy 
• September 4, 2007 – Gordon Hensley, San Luis Obispo Coastkeeper 
 
EX PARTE DISCLOSURES: Commissioners submitted received the following disclosures 
(attached): 
• August 18, 2007 – Commissioner Wan 
• August 27-28, 2007 – Commissioner Wan (includes six ex parte forms) 
• August 29, 2007 – Commissioner Vargas (includes attachments and photographs) 
• August 29, 2007 – Commissioner Blank 
• August 30, 2007 – Commissioner Achadjian (includes two ex parte forms w/attachments)  
• August 31, 2007 – Commissioner Achadjian 
• August 31, 2007 – Commissioner Blank [Note: the photographs cited in the disclosure are 

included in the submittal by Commissioner Vargas] 
• September 4, 2007 – Commissioner Burke 
 
REVISIONS TO FINDINGS: Staff recommends the Commission adopt the minor revisions as 
shown below in strikeout/underline: 
 
• Page 2, Substantive File Documents:  
 

o Bullet 6: “Technical Memorandum No. 1 Mini-Sparker Test, Carollo Engineers, April 
August 2006” 

o Bullet 12: “CCSD Revised Project Description Updated Project Application and 
Attachments, July 31, 2007” 
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• Page 3, Summary: Change the last sentence of paragraph 1 as follows: 
 

“The CCSD is considering constructing a desalination facility nearby at a site several 
hundred yards inland, and results of the tests would be used to determine whether the 
site’s geologic and hydrologic characteristics are suitable for locating subsurface 
subterranean intake and discharge structures that would be used by such a facility.” 

 
• Page 8, Special Condition 1: Change as follows: 
 

“1. Administrative: Prior to permit issuance, the CCSD shall provide to the Executive 
Director the following: 
a) An approved Right of Entry approval from the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
b) An adopted Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or a letter from the Corps of 

Engineers to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stating the Corps’ determination as to 
whether or not the proposed project will adversely affect western snowy plovers (i.e., 
a federal Endangered Species Act Section 7 consultation letter).” 

 
• Page 12, Section 4.1 Project Purpose and Description: Change the third paragraph as 

follows: 
 

“Note: These findings address only those activities proposed as part of the tests and 
temporary structures described herein.  Any future development associated with a 
potential desalination facility subterranean intake or outfall structures at this location 
will require modification of the LCP and additional review and approval by the 
Commission.” 

 
• Page 13, first bullet: Change the first sentence as follows: 
 

“Using a trucktrack-mounted sonic drill rig…” 
 
• Page 13, third bullet: Add a sentence as shown: 
 

“The CCSD would conduct the survey by placing two 1500-foot cables in nearshore 
waters and placing mini-sparkers in the two onshore monitoring wells.  The cables would 
be placed using divers and a small boat.  The mini-sparkers would generate an acoustic 
signal that would be picked up by the cables.  If the mini-sparkers fail, the CCSD would 
instead conduct the survey by striking a hammer onto an approximately one-foot square 
steel plate placed on the sand.  The survey is intended to provide additional information 
about substrate conditions.” 

 
• Page 13, fifth bullet: Change the second sentence as follows: 
 

“The CCSD would lower a submersible pump into the wells and would use a portable 
generator to power the pump, which is expected to produce about 35 gallons per minute 
from the wells.  The tests are expected to occur about a year within the first two months 
after the monitoring wells are installed.  Each pump test would run from about 24 to 48 
hours to determine the level of yield and drawdown in the wells.” 
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• Page 13, add a sixth bullet: 
 

• “Removing and abandoning equipment: No later than 25 months after issuance of a 
coastal development permit, the CCSD would remove all well casings, wellheads, and 
monitoring equipment.  Activities and equipment used for removal would be similar 
to those used to install the wells.” 

 
• Page 15, Section 4.3, last sentence of paragraph: 
 

“On July 31, the CCSD submitted a revised project description an updated project 
application.” 

 
• Page 22, Section 4.5.2, fourth paragraph: Insert a new sentence following the first 

sentence in the paragraph:  
 

“The San Simeon Beach and Estuary area includes important habitat areas for a number 
of listed sensitive species, including marine mammals, shorebirds, and others.  The 
County LCP designates the estuary and creek as environmentally sensitive habitats.” 

 
• Page 22, Section 4.5.2, last paragraph: Make the following changes to the first sentence of 

the paragraph: 
 

“All components of the proposed project have been sited to avoid direct impacts to 
ESHA; however, Aaspects of the proposed project that could affect nearby 
environmentally sensitive resource areas include…” 

 
• Page 23, third paragraph: Change second sentence as follows: 
 

“About a year Within about two months after the monitoring wells are installed, the 
CCSD would conduct pump tests to determine the potential water yield from the 
underlying substrates.” 

 
• Page 24, last paragraph: Add the following sentence to the end of the paragraph: 
 

“If the sparkers are inoperable, the CCSD would as an alternative generate a signal by 
placing a small steel plate on the sand and striking it with a hammer.” 

 
• Page 25, first paragraph: Make the following changes: 
 

“As part of its project description, the CCSD submitted a report (Technical Memorandum 
No. 1 Mini-Sparker Test, Carollo Engineers, April August 2006) that provides 
information about the test’s acoustic characteristics, including the expected levels of 
sound attenuation that would occur as the produced sound wave moves through the beach 
substrate and into the water column.  The CCSD’s use of the mini-sparkers is also subject 
to a permit issued by the State Lands Commission.  The “General Permit to Conduct 
Geophysical Surveys” (PRC 8392) is used to authorize the use of relatively low-level and 
low-impact survey and testing equipment in state waters.  The permit allows the use of 
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equipment such as these mini-sparkers that use up to 2 kilojoules of energy.  Although 
the mini-sparkers produce an initial 209-decibel acoustic burst, that level is expected to 
attenuate to no more than 56 decibels by the time the sound wave moves through thirty 
feet of sand to reach the water column.  That level is substantially less than the 
approximately 75 decibels generated by ocean surf and is well below the approximately 
150 decibel level of concern identified by the Commission when it considers limiting or 
mitigating acoustic output from higher energy devices.  The potential use of hammer 
strikes on a steel plate would similarly be below the 150-decibel threshhold.  To ensure 
the acoustic burst is at a level that is not expected to cause damage to marine life, Special 
Condition 9 would require that the CCSD place the mini-sparkers in the monitoring 
wells at a depth that ensures their acoustic bursts would travel through at least thirty feet 
of sand before they enter the water column…”   

 
 




































































































































	Addendum Sept 07.pdf
	Th18b&c


