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City of Carpinteria LCP Minor Amendment for Reasonable
Accommodation Procedures (CPN-MIN-1-08) to the Implementation
Plan for Public Hearing and Commission Action at the California Coastal
Commission hearing of October 16, 2008 in Ventura.

I.

AMENDMENT DESCRIPTION

On August 14, 2008 the City of Carpinteria submitted an amendment to its certified
Local Coastal Program to amend the Implementation Program/Zoning Ordinance. The
City proposes to amend the Implementation Program/Zoning Ordinance (IP) portion of
its certified LCP to include a procedure for allowing a disabled person, or his or her
representative, to apply for “reasonable accommodations” to zoning and building laws,
rules, policies, practices, and/or procedures of the City in order to allow for physical
building changes necessary to provide the disabled person equal access to publicly
funded buildings, facilities or programs, or privately funded housing, including single and
multiple-family dwelling units. A new chapter will be added to the existing Zoning Code,
Chapter 14.61, “Reasonable Accommodation Procedures.” This new chapter defines
new terms, states the City’s policy, and establishes an application and review process
for consideration of requests. As explained in Chapter 14.61, reasonable
accommodations may be granted when certain criteria are met and any conditions
required to protect the public health, safety, and welfare will be included with an
approval. Chapter 14.61 also specifies that a grant of reasonable accommodation may
be issued to an individual, and does not necessarily run with the land. Finally, Chapter
14.61 includes procedures for public noticing and appeal of decisions made by the City
of Carpinteria Community Development Director to the City of Carpinteria Planning
Commission.
II.

DETERMINATION

Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554 (a) of the
Commission’s regulations, the Executive Director has determined the proposed
amendment is “minor” in nature. Sections 13554 and 13554 (a) of the Regulations
provide that a minor amendment includes, but is not limited to, changes which: 1) make
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the use as designated in implementing actions more specific; 2) do not change the kind,
intensity, or density of use; and 3) are consistent with the certified Land Use Plan (LUP).
The proposed amendment is consistent with the policies certified as part of the City of
Carpinteria’s recent Land Use Plan (LUP) update in 2003. Land Use Objective One,
LU-1, seeks to “[e]stablish the basis for orderly, well planned urban development while
protecting coastal resources and providing greater access and recreational
opportunities for the public.” Policy LU-1a. incorporates the policies of the Coastal Act
(Public Resources Code 30210 through 30263) by reference as the guiding policies of
the land use plan, which includes Article 2, Public Access.
Section 30210 of the Coastal Act states that “…maximum access…and recreational
opportunities shall be provided for all the people consistent with public safety needs and
the need to protect public rights, rights of private property owners, and natural resource
areas from overuse.” The proposed amendment will carry out the public access goals of
the LUP and the Coastal Act. The changes to the Zoning Code will facilitate maximum
public access by providing procedures to allow a disabled person, or his or her
representative, to request an accommodation from any of the city’s land use, zoning, or
building laws, rules, policies, practices, and/or procedures when accommodation is
reasonable and necessary to afford such persons equal access to publicly funded
buildings, facilities, and programs. The amendment also applies to privately funded
housing, including single and multiple-family dwelling units.
These procedures outlined in this Ordinance do not supersede other necessary
approvals, such as the need for a Coastal Development Permit, Conditional Use Permit,
or Development Plan, as outlined in Chapter 14.61.070, page 3 of Exhibit 2. Further,
the requested accommodation must be found consistent with all other policies and
provisions of the City’s LCP, as outlined in Chapter 14.61.080, page 4 of Exhibit 2.
Additionally, specific criteria must be met for granting reasonable accommodations,
including, among other factors, a requirement to evaluate feasible alternatives, a
requirement that the requested accommodation will not require a fundamental alteration
of the city’s land use, zoning, or building laws, rules, policies, and/or procedures, and a
requirement to evaluate the potential impact on surrounding uses, as outlined in
Chapter 14.61.080, page 4 of Exhibit 2.
As proposed, the addition of the reasonable accommodation procedures will not conflict
with the policies of the LUP or render the IP inadequate to carry out the LUP. Therefore,
the Commission finds that the proposed amendment, as submitted, is consistent with
the certified LUP, and considered “minor” as defined under Section 13554(a).

III.

PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to Section 13551(b) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, a local
government’s resolution for submittal of a proposed LUP amendment must indicate
whether the local coastal program amendment will require formal local government
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adoption after Commission approval, or is an amendment that will take effect
automatically upon the Commission’s approval pursuant to Public Resources Code
Sections 30512, 30513 and 30519. In this case, the City has submitted the amendment
as one that will take effect automatically upon approval by the Commission.

IV.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Section 13555 of the Commission’s Regulations requires the Executive Director to
prepare a report describing the proposed amendment and providing notice of the
Executive Director’s determination the amendment is of a “minor” nature. Section 13555
also requires the Executive Director to report to the Commission at the next meeting, his
or her determination and objections to the determination, if any, that have been received
within 10 working days. If one third of the appointed members of the Commission
requests, the determination of minor amendment shall not become effective and the
amendment shall be processed in accordance with Section 13555(b).
Notification of the proposed amendment was mailed September 26, 2008. The ten-day
objection period will therefore terminate on October 10, 2008. The Commission will be
notified at the October 16, 2008 meeting of any objections.
Also, Section 30503 of the Coastal Act requires that maximum opportunities for public
input be provided in preparation, approval, certification and amendment of any LCP.
The City held public hearings on the proposed zoning ordinance changes on April 2,
2007, April 23, 2007, and May 14, 2007. The hearings were noticed to the public
consistent with Section 13515 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations and the
City provided evidence of the measures taken to provide notice of their hearings,
consistent with Section 13552 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. Notice
of the subject amendment has been distributed to all known interested parties.

