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November 20, 2008 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
FROM: Sherilyn Sarb, Deputy Director 
  Teresa Henry, District Manager 
  Karl Schwing, Supervisor, Regulation & Planning, Orange County Area 
  Meg Vaughn, Staff Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: City of Laguna Beach Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 (Noise) 
 
The City of Laguna Beach is requesting an amendment to its certified Local Coastal 
Program (LCP) Implementation Plan to delete the noise standards in Section 25.16.050 
(Artists’ Live/Work) and Section 25.32.006 (M-1A Light Industrial) and inserting a cross 
reference to the City’s Noise Ordinance Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code.  Chapter 7.25 
of the Municipal Code is not part of the certified Local Coastal Program. 
 
The language in Section 25.16.050 regarding noise currently states: “Noise resulting from 
the conduct of the approved art use shall be muffled so as not to become disruptive to 
surrounding neighbors due to volume, tone, intermittence, beat, frequency or shrillness.”  
The language currently in Section 25.32.006 includes limits on sound pressure levels as 
measured in decibels and based on time of day and duration (see attached Ordinance No. 
1448).  The language in Section 25.16.050 is proposed to be replaced with: “The allowable 
exterior noise levels from the conduct of the approved art use shall comply with the 
requirements specified in Chapter 7.25.”  The language in Section 25.32.006 is proposed 
to be replaced with “The allowable exterior noise levels of allowed uses within the M-1A 
Zone shall comply with the requirements specified in Chapter 7.25.”  The City’s Noise 
Ordinance (Chapter 7.25 of the Municipal Code) is contained in the attached Ordinance 
No. 1448. 
 
The proposed cross reference to the City’s Noise Ordinance would not result in the Noise 
Ordinance (which is not part of the certified LCP) taking precedence over the existing 
certified Land Use Plan polices.  Development would have to be found consistent with both 
documents.  The noise standards proposed to be removed are not necessary to implement 
the certified Land Use Plan.  The Noise Ordinance does not contain any standards that are 
in conflict with the City’s certified LUP or the public access policies of the Coastal Act.  
Noise impacts on sensitive habitats would be addressed through existing Land Use Plan 
ESHA (environmentally sensitive habitat) policies, including policies addressing 
appropriate setback requirements.  The proposed removal of the noise references will not 
prevent the application of these ESHA or other certified LUP policies.  
 
The Executive Director has determined that the proposed amendment is minor in nature in 
accordance with Section 13554(c) of the California Code of Regulations because it 
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constitutes a change to the Implementation Plan that makes the applicable noise 
standards more specific and does not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of 
use, and is consistent with the City’s Land Use Plan as certified by the Commission. 
 
The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s 
determination (pursuant to CCR Section 13555) that the proposed LCP amendment is 
minor.  The Executive Director will report this determination to the Coastal Commission at 
its December 10-12, 2008 hearing in San Francisco.  The Executive Director will also 
report any objections to this determination that are received within ten working days of 
posting of this notice.  The proposed minor amendment will be deemed approved and will 
become effective immediately unless one-third of the appointed members of the 
Commission request that it be processed as a major LCP amendment (CCR Section 
13555(b)). 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information regarding the proposed LCP 
amendment or the Commission’s procedures, please contact Meg Vaughn of the 
Commission’s South Coast District at the address and phone number shown on this 
letterhead.  If you wish to register an objection to the proposed LCP amendment, please 
do so by December 1, 2008.   
 
 
Attachments: 
City Council Resolution No. 05-035 
City of Laguna Beach Ordinance No. 1448 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LGB LCPA 2-05MIN Noise 12.08 mv 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 3 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 4 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 5 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 6 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 7 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 8 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 9 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 10 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 11 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 12 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 13 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 14 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 15 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 16 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 17 
 

 

 
 



Minor LCP Amendment No. 2-05 
City of Laguna Beach (Noise) 

Page 18 
 

 

 
 

 


