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CONTENTS OF LCP AMENDMENT REQUEST NO. 1-07 
 
The County of Los Angeles Regional Planning Commission held a public hearing for the 
proposed LCP amendment on May 19, 2004.  The County Board of Supervisors held a public 
hearing for the proposed LCP amendment on January 25, 2005.  On February 28, 2007, the 
County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning submitted to our office the request to 
amend the Santa Catalina Island Local Coastal Program (LCP).  On January 22, 2008, the 
Commission’s South Coast District office received from the County Board of Supervisors its 
Resolution of Submittal for the LCP amendment, as revised and adopted on December 18, 
2007 (Exhibit #3).  The County’s revised resolution states that the LCP amendment is intended 
to be carried out in a manner fully in conformity with the California Coastal Act, and that the 
LCP amendment shall be effective upon certification by the Coastal Commission. 
 
The single change proposed by this LCP amendment request is the change to the Land Use 
Designation (LUD) for a 3,600 square foot portion of Lot 88 (within the Two Harbors Resort 
Village District) from Residential Subdistrict to Utilities/Services Subdistrict.  The new 
Utilities/Services LUD for a portion of Lot 88 is necessary to accommodate the establishment 
of a new and modern above-ground fuel storage and dispensing facility to serve the Isthmus 
area (See Related Local Coastal Development Permit Case No. 02-247-4). 
 
On January 22, 2008 the Commission’s South Coast District office deemed LCP Amendment 
Request No. 1-07 officially submitted for Commission review.  The County’s submittal of the 
LCP amendment requests is consistent with the requirements of the Coastal Act and the 
regulations that govern such proposals (Sections 30501, 30510, 30514 and 30605 of the 
Coastal Act, and Sections 13551, 13552 and 13553 of Title 14 of the California Code of 
Regulations). 
 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Copies of the staff report are available at the South Coast District office located in the ARCO 
Center Towers, 200 Oceangate, Suite 1000, Long Beach, 90802.  To obtain copies of the staff 
report by mail, or for additional information, contact Charles Posner in the South Coast District 
office at (562) 590-5071. 
 
 
STANDARD OF REVIEW 
 
The standard of review for the proposed amendment to the Land Use Plan (LUP), pursuant to 
Section 30512 of the Coastal Act, is that the proposed LUP amendment meets the 
requirements of, and is in conformance with the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act. 
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I. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends adoption of the following motions and resolutions: 
 
 Certify the Land Use Plan Amendment as Submitted 
 

MOTION: "I move that the Commission certify Land Use Plan Amendment No. 
1-07 as submitted by the County of Los Angeles." 

 
Staff recommends a YES vote.  Passage of the motion will result in the certification of the LUP 
amendment and adoption of the following resolution and findings.  The motion to certify passes 
only upon an affirmative vote of the majority of the appointed Commissioners. 
 

Resolution to Certify the Amendment to the Land Use Plan as Submitted 
 

The Commission hereby certifies Santa Catalina Island Land Use Plan Amendment No. 
1-07 for the County of Los Angeles and adopts the findings set forth below on the 
grounds that the Land Use Plan amendment will meet the requirements of and be in 
conformity with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act.  Certification of the land use 
plan amendment complies with the California Environmental Quality Act because either 1) 
feasible mitigation measures and/or alternatives have been incorporated to substantially 
lessen any significant adverse effects of the plan on the environment, or 2) there are no 
further feasible alternatives or mitigation measures that would substantially lessen any 
significant adverse impacts which the Land Use Plan Amendment may have on the 
environment. 

 
 
II. FINDINGS 
 
The following findings support the Commission's approval of the LCP amendment as 
submitted.  The Commission hereby finds and declares as follows: 
 
A. Description of the LCP Amendment Request 
 
Only the Land Use Plan (LUP) portion of the certified Santa Catalina Island LCP is affected by 
this LCP amendment request.  The single change proposed by this LCP amendment is the 
change to the Land Use Designation (LUD) for a 3,600 square foot portion of Lot 88 in the Two 
Harbors Resort Village District (Exhibit #2).  The LUD for the 3,600 square foot site, which is 
owned by the Santa Catalina Island Company, would change from Residential to 
Utilities/Services.  The new Utilities/Services LUD for a portion of Lot 88 is necessary to 
accommodate the establishment of a new and modern above-ground fuel storage and 
dispensing facility at the subject site, which is located approximately four hundred feet inland of 
the Isthmus Cove shoreline (Case No. 02-247-4).  The new fuel facility, once properly 
permitted and built, will replace the former below-ground fuel storage facility located near the 
Isthmus Pier that was closed and removed in 2003.  In the interim period since 2003, a 
temporary above-ground fuel storage and dispensing facility has been used to supply fuel for 
land and water-based vehicles in the Isthmus area (See Emergency Permit 5-03-379-G). 
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B. Certify the LUP Amendment Request as Submitted 
 
The proposed LUP amendment is necessary for the construction of a new and modern fueling 
facility that will support coastal access and recreation.  A single fueling facility at Two Harbors 
supports land and water based vehicles, island residents and visitors, and emergency services 
such as the County Sheriff and Fire Department.  A temporary set of above-ground fuel tanks 
is currently providing the fuel supply at the Isthmus while the permits are being obtained for the 
construction of the new permanent fueling facility on the subject site (See Emergency Coastal 
Development Permit 5-03-379-G).  Recreational boaters and other island visitors, as well as 
residents, depend on the availability of fuel at the Isthmus area for recreation and public safety.  
The proposed new fueling facility is vital to the community as there are no other fueling 
facilities that serve this part of the island. 
 
The certified Santa Catalina Island LCP currently designates only existing utilities in the Two 
Harbors Resort Village District with the Utilities/Services LUD.  Therefore, all of the existing 
properties in the Two Harbors Resort Village District that are designated Utilities/Services 
already contain existing utilities or services (e.g., solid waste disposal, waste waster treatment, 
electrical substation, public works yard, and water tanks).  Before a new and modern fueling 
facility can be built to replace the former fueling facility that was closed in 2003, the County 
had to identify and designate a new site within the Two Harbors Resort Village District with a 
LUD that allows fuel storage and dispensing.  Only the Utilities/Services LUD allows fuel 
storage and dispensing. 
 
As previously stated, the standard of review for the proposed LUP amendment is that it meets 
the requirements of, and is in conformance with the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act.  The 
proposed LUP amendment meets the requirements of, and is in conformance with the Chapter 
3 policies of the Coastal Act for the following reasons. 
 
The proposed LUP amendment will have no adverse impact on coastal access, recreation or 
coastal resources.  The proposed change to the LUD for a portion of Lot 88 will enable the 
construction of a new fueling facility that will support and enhance public recreational activities 
and public safety on Santa Catalina Island.  The proposed location of the new fueling facility is 
the most appropriate location at the Isthmus Cove area because no priority land uses will be 
displaced, no sensitive habitats will be affected, and the site is set back an adequate distance 
(approximately four hundred feet) from the shoreline while still being close enough (within nine 
hundred feet) to the fuel pumps located at Isthmus Cove Pier (Exhibit #2).  The subject site is 
currently developed and used as a service yard (maintenance and storage of heavy 
equipment).  The proposed change in land use for the subject site will not block or inhibit 
coastal access.  The Best Management Practices necessary to protect water quality from any 
potential adverse impacts caused by the construction and use of the future fueling station will 
be imposed by the County as part of the local coastal development permit process (See 
Related Local Coastal Development Permit Case No. 02-247-4).  Therefore, the proposed LUP 
amendment meets the requirements of, and is in conformance with the public access and 
recreation policies of the Coastal Act. 
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C. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the California Code of 
Regulations [Title 14, Sections 13540(f), 13542(a), 13555(b)] the Commission's certification of 
this LCP amendment must be based in part on a finding that it is consistent with CEQA Section 
21080.5(d)(2)(A).  That section of the Public Resources Code requires that the Commission 
not approve or adopt an LCP: 

 
 ...if there are feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available which 

would substantially lessen any significant adverse effect which the activity may 
have on the environment. 

 
The Commission finds that for the reasons discussed in this report there are no further feasible 
alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available that could substantially reduce any 
adverse environmental impacts.  The Commission finds that the proposed LCP amendment is 
consistent with Section 21080.5(d)(2)(A) of the Public Resources Code. 
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