
STATE OF CALIFORNIA—NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, GOVERNOR 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
45 FREMONT, SUITE 2000 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105- 2219 
VOICE AND TDD (415) 904- 5200 
FAX ( 415) 904- 5400 

 

 

Th 20 

 

ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 

FOR THE 

NOVEMBER 5, 2009 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 

 
TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 
IMMATERIAL AMENDMENT 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-08-008-A1 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 

Amend CDP No. E-08-008 to relocate modular 
offices originally proposed along the power plant’s 
entrance road to a location on the north side of 
Unit 3 and provide utility services to the modular 
office. 

Humboldt Bay Power Plant 
Humboldt County 

 
DE MINIMIS WAIVER 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-09-012-W 
Poseidon Resources 

Request for a 12-month extension of the operation 
of an existing desalination test facility at the Encina 
Power Station in Carlsbad. 

Encina Power Station 
San Diego County 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED IMMATERIAL PERMIT AMENDMENT 
 

E-08-008-A1 
 
 
 
TO:  All Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
 
DATE: October 27, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Application to amend coastal development permit No. E-08-008 granted to 

Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) allowing site modifications for demolishing and 
decommissioning power units at the Humboldt Bay Power Plant, near King 
Salmon, Humboldt County. 

 
The Executive Director has determined that the requested project change described herein may 
be approved as an immaterial amendment to the above-referenced coastal development permit 
(CDP).  The amendment would result in a minor change to the CDP, which allowed PG&E to 
modify the power plant site for demolishing and decommissioning the existing power units. 
 
Background and Project Description: On September 11, 2008, the Commission approved CDP 
No. E-08-008 allowing PG&E to modify its Humboldt Bay Power Plant site in preparation for 
demolishing and decommissioning power units.  The approved modifications included installing 
twelve modular office buildings, a radiation portal monitor, material storage, and construction 
staging areas within the power plant site.  
 
Requested Amendment: PG&E has requested its permit be amended to allow four of the 
modular buildings to be located in a different area of the power plant site.  Rather than placing 
them along the plant’s entrance road, PG&E would site them on an existing concrete slab on the 
north side of the power plant’s Unit 3, which is the retired nuclear unit.  The amendment would 
also allow PG&E to provide underground water, sewer, electrical, and communication 
connections to the buildings. 
 
PG&E would combine the four buildings to form one building of about two thousand square 
feet, which would be similar in height and appearance to other modular buildings on the site.  
This facility would be used to provide controlled personnel access into the Unit 3 Radiological 
Control Area, as required by the federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission for health and human 
safety.  It would be used throughout the demolition and decommissioning project and PG&E 
would remove it at the end of decommissioning.  
 
 
 
Findings: The proposed amendment has been deemed “immaterial” for the following reasons:  
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• Visual Resources: The re-located modular units would present no substantial visual changes, 
since they would be similar in appearance to the other modular buildings the Commission 
approved as part of the original CDP and would be located within and near developed areas 
of the power plant site. 

 
• Site Restoration: The units would be temporary and used only for the duration of the 

decommissioning activities (expected to last until about 2020), after which they would be 
removed and the site restored. 

 

Immaterial Permit Amendment 
 
Pursuant to the California Code of Regulations—Title 14, Division 5.5, Volume 19, section 
13166(b)—the Executive Director has determined this amendment to be IMMATERIAL. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(1), if no written objection to this notice of immaterial amendment 
is received at the Commission office within ten (10) working days of mailing said notice, the 
determination of immateriality shall be conclusive and the amendment shall be approved. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(2), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does not raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment shall not be effective until the 
amendment and objection are reported to the Commission at its next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  If any three (3) Commissioners object to the executive director’s designation of 
immateriality, the amendment application shall be referred to the Commission for action as set 
forth in section 13166(c).  Otherwise, the immaterial amendment shall become effective. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(3), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or a certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment application shall be referred to the  
Commission for action as set forth in section 13166(c). 
 
If you wish to register an objection to this notice, please send the objection in writing to Tom 
Luster at the above address.  If you have any questions, you may contact him at (415) 904-5248 
or via email at tluster@coastal.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAIVER – DE MINIMIS 
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