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PROJECT LOCATION:

Intersection of Studebaker Road and 2nd Street (See Exhibit #2),
City of Long Beach [Los Angeles County APNs 7237-020-901 &
7237-020-276].

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Weed abatement, tree trimming, non-native tree removal,
environmental enhancement, and ongoing maintenance of open
space in the Los Cerritos Wetlands area.
SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION
The Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority is requesting a permit for weed abatement, tree trimming,
non-native tree removal, and ongoing maintenance of open space areas under its control in
the Los Cerritos Wetlands area in southeast Long Beach (See Exhibits). The project area is
within the Commission’s retained permit jurisdiction. The proposed habitat enhancement
project will trim and/or remove myoporum trees, fan palms, acacia, pampas grass and other
non-native plants while leaving the native plants like alkali heath, spiny rush, pickle weed and
saltgrass undisturbed. The proposal does not include the construction of any trails or roads, or
the erection of any fence, gate or wall.
Staff is recommending that the Commission APPROVE the coastal development permit for the
proposed activities consistent with the terms set forth in Special Condition One. Special
Condition One ensures that the proposed activities will not adversely affect native plants and
animals or their habitat, as follows: No bird nests will be disturbed. All work will be supervised
by a qualified biologist or wetland ecologist. Weed removal will take place outside of marsh
bird nesting season, which is February 1 through August 31. Tree trimming and tree removal
will take place outside of the breeding and nesting season of other bird species, which is
January 1 through September 30. The trimming and removal of non-native vegetation will be
done using only hand operated equipment only (e.g., machetes, weed whackers and chain
saws). No herbicides will be used. As conditioned, this permit for the proposed activities
complies with the habitat protection polices of the Coastal Act. See Page Two for the motion
to carry out the staff recommendation.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
The staff recommends that the Commission adopt the following resolutions to APPROVE the
coastal development permit application with special conditions:
MOTION: "I move that the Commission approve with special conditions Coastal
Development Permit 5-08-348 per the staff recommendation.”
The staff recommends a YES vote. Passage of the motion will result in APPROVAL of the
coastal development permit application with special conditions, and adoption of the following
resolution and findings, as set forth in this staff report or as modified by staff prior to the
Commission’s vote. The motion passes only by an affirmative vote of a majority of
Commissioners present.
I.

Resolution: Approval with Conditions
The Commission hereby APPROVES a coastal development permit for the proposed
development and adopts the findings set forth below on grounds that the development as
conditioned will be in conformity with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act and will
not prejudice the ability of the local government having jurisdiction over the area to
prepare a Local Coastal Program conforming to the provisions of Chapter 3 of the
Coastal Act. Approval of the permit complies with the California Environmental Quality
Act because either 1) feasible mitigation measures and/or alternatives have been
incorporated to substantially lessen any significant adverse effects of the development
on the environment, or 2) there are no further feasible mitigation measures or
alternatives that would substantially lessen any significant adverse impacts of the
development on the environment.

II.

Standard Conditions

1.

Notice of Receipt and Acknowledgment. The permit is not valid and development shall
not commence until a copy of the permit, signed by the permittee or authorized agent,
acknowledging receipt of the permit and acceptance of the terms and conditions, is
returned to the Commission office.

2.

Expiration. If development has not commenced, the permit will expire two years from the
date this permit is reported to the Commission. Development shall be pursued in a
diligent manner and completed in a reasonable period of time. Application for extension
of the permit must be made prior to the expiration date.

3.

Interpretation. Any questions of intent or interpretation of any condition will be resolved
by the Executive Director or the Commission.

4.

Assignment. The permit may be assigned to any qualified person, provided assignee
files with the Commission an affidavit accepting all terms and conditions of the permit.

5.

Terms and Conditions Run with the Land. These terms and conditions shall be
perpetual, and it is the intention of the Commission and the permittee to bind all future
owners and possessors of the subject property to the terms and conditions.
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III.

Special Conditions

1.

Weed Abatement, Tree trimming and Maintenance of Open Space Areas
Coastal Development Permit 5-08-348 approves weed abatement, tree trimming, nonnative tree removal, and ongoing maintenance of open space areas under its control in
the Los Cerritos Wetlands area consistent with the terms of this condition. This permit
does not authorize the construction of any trails or roads, the placement of any fill in a
wetland, or the erection of any fence, gate or wall. All weed abatement, tree trimming,
ongoing maintenance, and all work carried out pursuant to any City or County issued
abatement order, shall comply with the terms of this condition in order to ensure the
protection of wildlife habitat and the long-term protection of breeding, roosting, and
nesting habitat of state and federally listed bird species, California bird species of special
concern, and bird species that play an especially valuable role in the ecosystem.
All weed abatement, tree trimming, non-native tree removal, and ongoing maintenance of
open space areas shall be supervised by a qualified biologist or Wetland Ecologist and
shall be undertaken in compliance with all applicable codes or regulations of the
California Department of Fish and Game, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S.
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and shall be conducted in conformance with the following terms
of this special condition.
A. Tree Trimming and Non-native Tree Removal
1. Tree trimming and non-native tree removal shall take place only outside of bird
breeding and nesting season, which is January 1 through September 30.
2. The trimming or removal of any tree that has been used for breeding and
nesting within the past five years is prohibited. Prior to tree trimming or
removal of any tree, a qualified biologist or ornithologist shall survey the trees
to be trimmed or removed to detect nests and submit a survey report to the
permittee, a representative of the Audubon Society, and the Executive Director
of the Coastal Commission. The survey report shall include identification of all
trees with nests. The permittee shall maintain a database of survey reports
that includes a record of nesting trees that is available as public information
and to be used for future tree trimming and removal decisions.
3. No bird nests shall be disturbed. Trimming may not proceed if a nest is found
and evidence of courtship or nesting behavior is observed at the site. In the
event that any birds continue to occupy trees during the non-nesting season,
trimming shall not take place until a qualified biologist or ornithologist has
assessed the site, determined that courtship behavior has ceased, and given
approval to proceed within 300 feet of any occupied tree.
4. No California native trees shall be removed. All existing native vegetation shall
be protected.
5. Tree trimming and non-native tree removal shall be done using only hand
operated equipment only (e.g., machetes, weed whackers and chain saws).
No herbicides shall be used.
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B. Weed Abatement
1. Weed abatement activities shall take place outside of the marsh bird nesting
season, which is February 1 through August 31.
2. Prior to weed abatement and removal of any plant material, a qualified
biologist or ornithologist shall survey the project site to detect nests and submit
a survey report to the permittee, a representative of the Audubon Society, and
the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission. The survey report shall
include identification of all known nests. The permittee shall maintain a
database of survey reports that includes a record of nests that is available as
public information and to be used for future vegetation removal decisions.
3. No bird nests shall be disturbed. Weed abatement and removal of any plant
material may not proceed within 300 feet (500 feet for raptors) of a nest where
evidence of courtship or nesting behavior is observed. In the event that any
birds continue to occupy nests during the non-nesting season, trimming shall
not take place until a qualified biologist or ornithologist has assessed the site,
determined that courtship behavior has ceased, and given approval to proceed
within 300 feet (500 feet for raptors) of any nest.
4. All existing native vegetation shall be protected.
5. Weed abatement and removal of plant materials shall be done using only hand
operated equipment only (e.g., machetes, weed whackers and chain saws).
No herbicides shall be used.
C. Disposal of plant matter. All cut plant materials shall be disposed of at an
appropriate off-site location within ten days of cutting.
Any proposed change or deviation from the approved development as conditioned shall
be submitted for review by the Executive Director to determine whether an amendment to
this coastal development permit is required pursuant to the requirements of the Coastal
Act and the California Code of Regulations.
2.

Resource Agencies
The permittee shall comply with all requirements, requests and mitigation measures from
the California Department of Fish and Game, Regional Water Quality Control Board, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with respect to
preservation and protection of water quality and marine environment. Any change in the
approved project that may be required by the above-stated agencies shall be submitted to
the Executive Director in order to determine if the proposed change shall require a permit
amendment pursuant to the requirements of the Coastal Act and the California Code of
Regulations.
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IV.

Findings and Declarations

The Commission hereby finds and declares:
A.

Project Description

The Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority is requesting a permit for weed abatement, tree trimming,
non-native tree removal, and ongoing maintenance of open space areas under its control in
the Los Cerritos Wetlands area in southeast Long Beach (See Exhibits). The project area,
which is part of an active oil production site with several active wells, is within the
Commission’s retained permit jurisdiction (Exhibit #2).
The proposed habitat enhancement project will trim and/or remove myoporum trees, fan
palms, acacia, pampas grass and other non-native plants while leaving the native plants like
alkali heath, spiny rush, pickle weed and saltgrass undisturbed. No bird nests will be
disturbed. All work will be supervised by a qualified biologist or wetland ecologist. Trimming
and removal of non-native vegetation using hand operated equipment only (e.g., machetes,
weed whackers and chain saws). No herbicides will be used. All existing native vegetation will
be protected. All trimmings will be disposed of at an appropriate off-site location. The
proposal does not include the construction of any trails or roads, or the erection of any fence,
gate or wall.
Special Condition One ensures that the proposed activities will not adversely affect native
plants and animals or their habitat. Weed removal will take place outside of marsh bird nesting
season, which is February 1 through August 31. Tree trimming and tree removal will take
place outside of the breeding and nesting season of other bird species, which is January 1
through September 30. As conditioned, the proposed project will be beneficial to the native
vegetation and will enhance the natural habitat in this sensitive open space area. The
proposed project will not adversely affect public access, recreation or visual resources. The
proposed project is consistent with Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act and previous
Commission approvals, and will not prejudice the City's ability to prepare an LCP for the area.

B.

Marine Resources/Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas

The proposed development, as conditioned, is protective of nesting birds and their habitat and
is in compliance with the following Coastal Act policies that protect marine resources and
sensitive habitats.
Section 30230 of the Coastal Act states:
Marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, and where feasible, restored.
Special protection shall be given to areas and species of special biological or
economic significance. Uses of the marine environment shall be carried out in a
manner that will sustain the biological productivity of coastal waters and that will
maintain healthy populations of all species of marine organisms adequate for longterm commercial, recreational, scientific, and educational purposes.
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Section 30240 of the Coastal Act states:
(a) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against any significant
disruption of habitat values, and only uses dependent on such resources shall be
allowed within such areas.
(b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas and
parks and recreation areas shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts which
would significantly degrade such areas, and shall be compatible with the continuance
of such habitat areas.
Trees used by birds (e.g., herons, egrets, raptors, Savannah Sparrows and Loggerhead
Shrikes, etc. ) for nesting have special biological and economic significance. The applicant
recognizes this fact and has agreed to conduct the proposed weed abatement and tree
trimming activities in compliance with the terms of Special Condition One. Special Condition
One of this permit will ensure that the proposed activities are conducted in an environmentally
friendly manner that minimizes disturbance of bird habitat and that complies with
environmental regulations, including the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the California Coastal
Act. The special condition requires that bird nests be identified and protected. The seasonal
restrictions on weed abatement, tree trimming and tree removal will protect the bird habitat
areas from being degraded and will allow the continuance of the habitat. Special Condition
Two requires the permittee to comply with all requirements, requests and mitigation measures
from the California Department of Fish and Game, Regional Water Quality Control Board, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with respect to preservation
and protection of water quality and marine environment. Therefore, as conditioned, the permit
for the City’s tree trimming activities complies with the habitat protection polices of the Coastal
Act.

C.

Public Access and Recreation

One of the basic goals stated in the Coastal Act is to maximize public access and recreation
along the coast. The public access and recreation policies of the Coastal Act require that
maximum access and recreational opportunities be provided and that development shall not
interfere with public access. The proposed development, as conditioned, will not have any
new adverse impact on public access to the coast or to nearby recreational facilities. Thus, as
conditioned, the proposed development conforms with Sections 30210 through 30214,
Sections 30220 through 30224, and 30252 of the Coastal Act.

D.

Development

The proposed development is located within existing developed areas and, as conditioned, will
be compatible with the character and scale of the surrounding area, has been designed to
avoid cumulative adverse impacts on public access. Therefore, the Commission finds that the
development, as conditioned, conforms with Sections 30250, 30251, 30252, 30253 and the
public access provisions of the Coastal Act.
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E.

Local Coastal Program

A coastal development permit is required from the Commission for the proposed development
because it is located within the Commission's area of retained jurisdiction. The Commission's
standard of review for the proposed development is the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act.
The City of Long Beach certified LCP is advisory in nature and may provide guidance. The
Commission certified the City of Long Beach LCP on July 22, 1980. As conditioned, the
proposed development is consistent with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act and with the certified
LCP for the area.

F.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

As conditioned, there are no feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available
which would substantially lessen any significant adverse effect which the activity may have on
the environment. Therefore, the Commission finds that the proposed project, as conditioned to
mitigate the identified impacts, is the least environmentally damaging feasible alternative and
can be found consistent with the requirements of the Coastal Act to conform to CEQA.

