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DATE:  April 24, 2009 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Senior Deputy Director 

Ruby Pap, North Central Coast District Supervisor 
  Doug Macmillan, Coastal Planner 
   
SUBJECT: Sonoma County LCP Amendment No. SON-MAJ-1-06 (Second Units): 

Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination that the action of 
the County of Sonoma accepting the Commission’s certification of LCP 
Amendment No. SON-MAJ-1-06 and adopting implementing ordinances is 
legally adequate (For Commission review at the meeting of May 7, 2009). 

 
1. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Commission acted on County of Sonoma LCP Amendment No. SON-MAJ-1-06 
(Second Units), on September 11th, 2008.  The proposed amendment involved changes 
to the Implementation Plan to revise procedures and standards for second dwelling 
units, add provisions for homeless shelters in urban zoning districts, specify minimum 
residential densities, and remove restrictions on Type A and C density bonus projects 
located within 1/4 mile of a similar project in Sonoma County.  
 
The Commission rejected the IP amendment as submitted and then ultimately approved 
it with six suggested modifications as recommended by staff. The suggested 
modifications specify where second dwelling units may be established in the Coastal 
Zone, that they are required to have sufficient demonstrated water supply, and that they 
must meet all Second Dwelling Unit Design and Development Standards and conform 
with the certified LCP.  In the agricultural zoning districts LIA (Land Intensive 
Agriculture) and LEA (Land Extensive Agriculture), second dwelling units continue to 
require a Use Permit and their approval may be appealed to the Coastal Commission.  
 
 
2. EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION: 
 
On March 3rd, 2009, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing 
and adopted Resolution No. 09-0186 and Ordinance No. 5829 which acknowledged 
receipt of the Commission’s resolution of certification, accepts and agrees to the 
Coastal Commission’s modifications, agrees to issue permits in conformance with the 
modified LCP, and formally approves the necessary changes to the County’s IP (see 
Exhibit No. 2). 



 
As provided in Sections 13544 and 13544.5 of the California Code of Regulations, for 
the amendment to become effective, the Executive Director must determine that 
Sonoma County’s actions are legally adequate and report that determination to the 
Commission.  Unless the Commission objects to the determination, the certification of 
the Sonoma County LCP Amendment No. SON-MAJ-1-06 shall become effective upon 
the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCP amendment with the Secretary of 
Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21080.5(d)(2)(v). 
 
3. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive 
Director that the actions of the County of Sonoma to accept the Commission’s 
certification of County of Sonoma’s LCP Amendment No. SON-MAJ-1-06 and adopt the 
necessary changes to the County’s IP are legally adequate, as noted in the attached 
letter, Exhibit No. 1 (to be sent after Commission concurrence).  
 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA—NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, GOVERNOR 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
45 FREMONT, SUITE 2000 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105- 2219 
VOICE (415) 904- 5200 
FAX ( 415) 904- 5400 
TDD (415) 597-5885 

Th5a 
May ___, 2009 
 
David Hardy 
Supervising Planner  
County of Sonoma 
Permit and Resource Management Department 
2550 Ventura Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  95403-2829 
 
SUBJECT: Effective Certification of County of Sonoma LCP Amendment No. SON-

MAJ-1-06 (Second Units) 
 
Dear Mr. Hardy,  
 
The Executive Director of the Coastal Commission has reviewed Board of Supervisors 
Resolution No. 09-0186 and Ordinance No. 5829 for effective certification of County of 
Sonoma LCP Amendment No. SON-MAJ-1-06 (Second Units).  
 
The County’s resolution and ordinance indicates that the County acknowledges receipt 
of and accepts the Commission’s resolution for certification and that the County agrees 
to issue permits in conformance with the modified certified local coastal program. 
 
The Executive Director has found that the County’s resolution and ordinance fulfills the 
requirements of Section 13544(a) of the California Code of Regulations.  In accordance 
with Section 13544(b) of the regulations, the Director has determined that the County’s 
actions are legally adequate. 
 
The Coastal Commission concurred with this determination at its meeting of May 7, 
2009 in San Francisco.  Commission approval and the amendment process are now 
complete.  If you have any questions, please contact Doug Macmillan in our San 
Francisco office at (415) 904-5260 or dmacmillan@coastal.ca.gov.  
    
   Sincerely, 

 
  ____________________________ 

   Ruby Pap 
   North Central Coast District Supervisor 
 
 

Exhibit 1 
SON-MAJ-1-06 
Sample Letter to County
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