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W5a 
Prepared May 21, 2009 (for June 10, 2009 hearing) 

To: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Dan Carl, District Manager 
 Susan Craig, Coastal Planner 

Subject: Final Coastal Commission Certification Review for Santa Cruz County Local Coastal 
Program Amendment Number 2-06 Part 2 (Neighborhood Compatibility) 

At the March 12, 2009 Coastal Commission meeting in Monterey, the Commission approved, with 
suggested modifications, Santa Cruz County Local Coastal Program (LCP) Major Amendment Number 
2-06 Part 2. The amendment revised the LCP’s Implementation Plan to make three changes associated 
with residential development standards: (1) changing the definition of net site area (NSA) for residential 
properties within the Urban Services Line to exclude certain areas from the NSA calculation that is used 
for determining maximum allowable lot coverage and floor area ratio (FAR); (2) increasing the 
maximum allowable lot coverage from 30% to 40% on residential parcels between 5,000 to 16,000 
square feet in size; and (3) allowing for required minimum front yard setbacks to be based on the 
average of adjacent front yard setbacks, subject to certain restrictions. 

By action taken May 5, 2009, the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors adopted the amending LCP 
text as directed by the Commission’s suggested modifications (see Exhibit A). This action was taken 
within the required six-month timeframe.  

The Executive Director has determined that the actions taken by the County are legally adequate and 
that the amended LCP should be certified. The Executive Director recommends that the Commission 
concur with this determination and that the LCP, as amended, be certified. If the Commission concurs, 
the amended LCP will be certified as of today’s date (i.e., June 10, 2009), and notification of this 
certification and Commission concurrence will be forwarded to the County. 

Motion. I move that the Commission concur with the Executive Director’s determination that 
the actions taken by Santa Cruz County to accept the Commission’s suggested modifications for 
LCP Amendment 2-06 Part 2 are legally adequate. 

Executive Director’s Recommendation. The Executive Director recommends a YES vote on 
the motion. Passage of this motion will result in certification of the Santa Cruz County LCP as 
directed by the Commission’s approval with suggested modifications of LCP Amendment 2-06 
Part 2; the amended LCP will be certified as of today’s date (i.e., June 10, 2009). The motion 
passes only by affirmative vote of a majority of the Commissioners present. 

 
 
Exhibits 
Exhibit A: County’s Acceptance of the Coastal Commission’s Suggested LCP Modifications 
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