STATE OF CALIFORNIA -- THE RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

SOUTH CENTRAL COAST AREA

89 SOUTH CALIFORNIA ST., SUITE 200 W 9 a
VENTURA, CA 93001

(805) 585-1800

DATE: July 7, 2009
TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties
FROM: South Central Coast District Staff

SUBJECT: Agenda Iltem 9a, Wednesday, July 8, 2009, Revised Findings CDP 4-06-163
(Malibu Valley Farms)

The purpose of this addendum is to:

1. Attach, as Exhibit 1, the written disclosures of ex-parte communications received by the date
of this addendum (Commissioners Secord and Kruer).

2. Attach, as Exhibit 2, the following correspondence:

a) Letter from Gaines & Stacey, LLP on behalf of Malibu Valley Farms, dated June 30,
2009, supporting approval of the revised findings.

b) Letter from the Santa Monica Mountains Task Force of the Angeles Chapter of the
Sierra Club, dated July 2, 2009, in opposition.

c) Letter from Monte Nido Valley Community Association, dated July 5, 2009, in
opposition.

d) Letter from Mary Ellen Strote, dated July 1, 2009, in opposition.

e) Letter from Heal the Bay, dated July 1, 2009, in opposition.

f) Letter from the National Park Service, dated July 7, 2009, in opposition.



ol 22009 11:24nM No. 6326 P 2

FORM FOR DISCLOSURE OF -
EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS ¢ =

Name or description of project, LPC, stc.: Malibu Valley Farms L=
) ) . Application No. 4-06-163 & =
Date and time of receipt of communication: 7/2/08 10:30am

Location of communication: 7727 Herschel Ave, 1.3 Jolla, CA

Type of communication (letter, facsimile, etc.): Meeting

Person(s) Initiating communication: Sherman L. Stacey

Detailed substantive description of content of communication:
{Attach a copy of the complete text of ggy written merial recgjved.)

_ Date 7 ‘ o Signatureof Commissloner

If the communication was provided at the same time to staff as It was provided to a
Commissloner, the communication is not ex parte and this form does not need to be
filled out.

If communicatioh occurred seven or mere days in advance of the Commission hearing
on the item that was the subject of the communleation, complete this form and transmit
tit to the Executive Director within seven days of the communication. IF it is reasonable

. 1o belleve that the completed form will not arrive by U.S. mail at the Commission’s main
office prior to the ecommencement of the meeting, other means of dellvery should bs
used, such as facsimile, overnight mail, or personal dellvery by the Commissioner to the
Executive Director at the meeting prior to the time that the hearing on the matter
commshces, ¥ : :

If communication occurred within seven days of the hearing, complete this form, provide
the information orally on the record of the proceeding and- provide the Exscutive
Director with a copy of any written material that was part of the communication.

ethibit |
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FORM FOR DISCLOSURE OF
EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS

Name ar descripfion of project, LPC, etc.: Malibu Valley Farms
o Application No. 4-06-163
Date and time of receipt of communication: 6/24/09 2:00pm
Location of communication: 3335 Cliff Drive, Santa Barbara, CA
Type of communication (letter, facsimile, etc.): Meeting

Person(s) initiating cornmunication: Sherman L. Stacey

Detailed substantive description of content of communication:
(Attach a copy of the complete text of any written material received.)
Stacey stated that revised finding were on the agenda for adoption and that | was one

of the Commiissioners entitled to vote. Stacey stated that the reason for revised findings
was a remand from the court. Stacey stated that although the revised finding had not

been posted, the applicant anticipated being in support_-of the adoption.
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Date ' ignature of Commissioner

If the communication was provided at the same time to staff as it was provided to a
Commissioner, the communication is not ex parte and this form does not need to be
filled out.

If communication occurred seven or more days in advance of the Commission hearing
on the item that was the subject of the communication, compiete this form and transmit
tit to the Executive Direcior within seven days of the communication. IF it is reasonable
to believe that the completed form will not arrive by U.S. mail at the Commission’s main
office prior to the commencement of the meeting, other means of delivery should be
used, such as facsimile, overnight mail, or personal delivery by the Commissioner to the
Executive Director at eh meeting prior to the time that the hearing on the matter
commences.

If communication occurred within seven days of the hearing, complete this form, provide
the information orally on the record of the proceeding and provide the Executive
Director with a copy of any written material that was part of the communication.
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Chair W 9a

45 Fremont Street, Suite 200
San Francisco, CA 94105

Re:  Malibu Valiey Farms
Revised Findings for Coastal Development Permit No. 4-06-163
Commission Hearing Date: Wednesday, July 9, 2009 - W9a
Request for Approval Per Staff Recommendation

Dear Chair Neely and Honorable Commissioners:

SOUTH CENTRAL COAST DISTRICT

This law firm represents the applicant, Malibu Valley Farms, Inc., in the above-referenced matter.
We urge you to adopt Staff®s Recommendation to approve the proposed Revised Findings in this
matter. The Revised Findings are fully supported by the facts in the record of this case, and comply
with the Writ of Mandate issued by the Los Angeles Superior Court in Coastal Law Enforcement

Network v. California Cogstal Commission, Case No. BS112422. The Court’s Judgment upheld the
Commission’s previous approval on all grounds except one, and requires the Commission only to:

“to set aside its Revised Findings of June 11, 2008, of Coastal
Development Permit Number 4-06-193 approved on July 9, 2007, in
the administrative proceedings entitled “Application No. 4-06-163
(Malibu Valley Farms, Inc., Santa Monica Mountains, Los Angeles
Co.); [and] []] ... to reconsider its Revised Findings and/or its
approval of the project. In reconsidering the Revised Findings, the
Comumission may: (1) rely on evidence in the record other than the
one-page Los Angeles County Environmental Review Board (“ERB™)

~ document to conclude that the scope of the ERB hearing included

G&S5/1610-00)

existing structures; (2) conduct a new hearing on the issus of what
was the scope of the ERB decision; or (3) separately decide to impose
less than a 100-foot setback under its own authority without relymg
on the BRB decision.”

Edhibet 2 a
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Bonnie Neely, Chair
June 30, 2009
Papge 2

As such, pursuant to the Court’s Order, the Commission may adopt new Revised Findings approving
the project so long as it relies on evidence other than the ERB’s approval as authority for imposing
the approved required setback from Stokes Canyon Creek.

The Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act govern the Commission’s approval of a project and
provide ample authority and discretion to the Commission to approve a Coastal Development Permit
in this case. Relevant to Malibu Valley Farms, the Coastal Act does not itsslf establish specific
quantitative standards for buffer areas and, in the absence of binding LCP standards, allows
determinations regarding buffer areas to be made on a case-by-case basis, Congistent with the
Commission’s authority under the Coastal Act, the new Revised Findings detail the substantial
evidence in the record supporting the Commission’s finding that with the approved setbacks and
conditions of approval the project will not result in the significant disruption of habitat or water
resources. See Pub. Res, Code §§ 30240 and 30231.

We respectfully request that you approve the Revised Findings as recommended by Commission
Staff.

Thank you for your consideration. As always, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time with
any questions or comments you may have,

Sincerely,
GAINES & STACEY LLP
,, L

FRED G

ec:  All Coastal Commission Members
Peter Douglas, Executive Director

G&S5/1610-001

EX Z2A
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santa monica mountains
task force/sierra club

angeles chapter

RECEIVED
Bonnie Neely, Chair JUL 0 2 2009
California Coastal Commission .
45 Fremont Street cora N SSION
Suite 2000
San Francisco, CA 94105
9950 Farragut Drive e
Cuiver City, CA suzazazs)\1 W E N
Re: Revised Findings for Malibu Valley Farms TN R e
(Application 4-06-163) LN JuL 062008
Dear Chair Neely,
ear Ir neely, w&“@;}%ﬁﬁéﬁgsw e

The Santa Monica Mountains Task Force is a subcommittee of the Angeles
Chapter of the Sierra Club responsible for commenting on land use issues
in the Santa Monica Mountains and on the Malibu Coast. Our comments on
the Revised Findings on the Malibu Valley Farms approval are enclosed.

Our comments take issue with the findings justifying ignoring the required
100’ riparian sethack required by the LUP, There is no substantial evidence
in the record that shows that this decision was taken after consultation
with the Environmental Review Board, an advisory bedy “comprised of
qualified professionals with technical expertise in resource management”
that is required by the 1986 LUP tfo review projects in ESHA and other
environimentally sensitive areas. There are a lot of assertions in the
Revised Findings regarding the ERB, but they are not supported by
“substantial evidence”, as the Court has already found, and the Revised
Findings do not bring in any naw evidence to change that conclusion,

Because of the major investment of public funds in protecting tens of
thousands of acres of public parkland in the Santa Monica Mountains
Coastal Zone that are intermingied with privataly held lands, the ERB was
established to provide Los Angeles County and the Commission with the

- best possible impartial, scientific advice on how to balance the rights of
private landowners with this extensive public investment in parkiand.
This difficult batancing task cannot be accomplished by relying solely on
reports by paid consultants of the applicant, as the Commission does in
these Revised Findings.

The Revised Findings delete previous references to a scientific report
published by the Commission before the 2007 approval upholding the 100’
setback from riparian habitats required in the LUP. There is no explanation
in the Revised findings for the deletion of references to this report.

ikt b
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Page 2

The revised findings do not explain why the Commission failed set a limit
on the number of horses that could be kept on the 31 acres adjacent to
Stokes Creek that are the subject of this application, a serious omission
because Stokes Creek drains directly into the heart of King Gillette Ranch
Park immediately after leaving Malibu Valley Farms, raising serious water
quality and public health concerns that are not adequately addressed in th
Revised Findings.

The apparent bypassing of the Environmental Review Board and the
violation of the 100’ riparian setback required in the LUP are justified by
stating that the Malibu Valley Farms approval will “allow continued
operation an equestrian facility that provides important recreational,
access, and fire safety henefits”.

In fact, there is no substantial evidence in the record that Malibu Valley
Farms had obtained the County permits that would permit it to provide
these “recreational, access, and public safety” benefits or was even likely
to obtain them under existing County regulations. In addition, there is no
substantial evidence in the record that the Commission conditioned 4-06-
163 to provide those public benefits at the time of the July 9, 2007 approval.
Rather, the evidence seems to indicate that what the Commission approved
On July 9, 2007, was an existing horse ranch that could legally serve only
the applicant and his personal guests and could net function as a
commercial horse facility to serve the public.

We ask the Commission to settle this long dispute by requiring Malibu
Valley Farms to do what all other applicants in ESHA are required to do and
what this applicant has so far escaped doing — conform to the
requirements of the LUP and have 4-06-163 reviewed by the Environmental
Review Board. That will hopefully bring science into this long dispute and
enable the applicant to proceed with a project acceptable to the

snvironment and the community.
G (Llhils..

Sincerely, ,
Ma r%n Webster, Chair

Fy.2b
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MALIBU VALLEY FARMS, REVISED FINDINGS

Did the Maliby Valley Farms approval in fact “allow continued operation of
an equestrian facility that provides important recreational, access, and fire
safe_aty benefits.”? (page 2, last line) There is no evidence in the record that
Malibu Valley Farms (MVF) had at the time of approval or planned to seek
the necessary county permits to operate an equestrian facility that that
would provide “access”, “recreational benefits”, and “fire safety benefits”.

The County requires only a Plot Plan for an equestrian facility that is for
private use. Typed on MVF’s Piot Plan 48295 are the words “For private
equestrian use, hot commercial use” and “ not approved for the boarding

of horses.” If an equestrian facility is to be operated as a commercial

facility for “public recreation” and “access”, it requires a Conditional Use
Permit. There is no evidence in the record that MVF has ever obtalined a

it to operate an equestrian facil ity to provide “important recreational (and)
access benefits” for more than the owner and his personal guests. Nor
were any conditions attached to the July 9, 2007, Commission approval of
Application 4-06-163 that would require MVF to provide “important
recreational (and) access benefits” for the public on its property.)

As for “fire safety”, there is no evidence in the record that MVF has any
permits from the Los Angeles County Fire Department or from Los Angeles
County Animal Control to provide a refuge for horses in a brush fire, nor
Were any conditions attached to the approval of 4-06-163 that would require
MVF to provide such service. We are informed that the only officially
recognized animal evacuation site in a brush fire emergency is Pierce
College, located In urban Woodland Hills in the San Fernando Valiey.

In fact, there is considerable evidence in the 2006 Staff Report for MVF’s
Application 4.02-131 that MVF is located in a high fire hazard area and is
not a safe place to shelter animals in a brush fire. For example, the staff
report for4-02-131 contains a “Declaration of Luigi Viso” to the effect that,
while grazing sheep on the MVE property in 1968, “| lost two hundred
sheep” in a “large fire”. A letter to Jack Ainsworth {Exhibit 2, 4-02-131 staff
report) from MVF applicant Brian Boudreau refers to “pipe corrals and
related improvements of MVF property that were destroyed by the intense
fires that swept through the Santa Monica Mountains ... in 1996” and
“covered pipe corrals, storage barn, tack room, and other improvements
that were destroyed by fires and floods.” In the face of this history of
repeated fire losses, how can the Commission find as it does on page 2 of
the Revised Findings that Maliby Valiey Farms will provide “fire safety
benefits®, when the Commission’s own 2006 staff report for 4-02.131
contains so mueh evidence to the contrary.

gr2b
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page two THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW BOARD

Policy 64 of the LAND USE PLAN (LUP) certified by the Coastal
Commission in 1986 provided for establishment of an ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW BOARD (ERB) “comprised of qualified professianals with
technical expertise in resource management ... to be established by the
Board of Supervisors as an advisory body ... to review development
Proposals in the ESHAs, Significant Watersheds, Wildlife Corridors,
Significant Oak Woodlands, and DSR. The ERB shall provide
recommendations ... on the conformance or lack of conformance of the
project to the policies of the Local Coastal Program ... Projects shall be
approved by the decision making body for coastal permits only upon a
finding that the project is consistent with all policies of the LCP.,”)

When Los Angeles County continued to approve projects involving
substantial development in Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas
(ESHA)aftor 1986, the Superior Court, in Sierra Club vs. County of Los
Angeles (C752027, c/w C752050, ¢752320) granted a pefition for mandate
requiring the County “to implement Policy 64 of the ... Land Use Plan and
to establish an Environmental Review Board in compliance with that plan
and b) not to approve development proposals in the resource protection
and management overlays of the unincorporated Malibu coastal Zone
enumerated in Policy 64 without first getting advice and recommendations

from the Environmental Review Board ...” (my underiining).

Where is there “substantial evidence in the record” that the Los Angeles
County Environmental Review Board “considered the environmental
impacts of the existing equestrian facility as well as the modifications there
to” (page 4) at any time prior to the July 8, 2007 approval? The evidence
purporting to support that claim is several apparently unrelated statements
about separate pages of Plot Plan 48298 discussed on pages 4 and 5 of the
Revised Findings, and the very brief minutes of the critical January 27,
2003, ERB discussion of Plot Plan 48295, which deal primarily with a
discussion of structures that had been placed in the 100° riparian setback,
allegedly without benefit of permits, some years earlier, not with the new
propasals embodied in Application 4-06-163.

There is no evidence in the brief January 27, 2003, ERB meeting minutes
that substantiates the claim that the ERB gave any sort of favorable
recommendation to the new project envisioned in Application 4-06-163
four and a half years lator. Rather, the Revised Findings on pages 4 and 5
seem to discuss the applicant's claim of vested rights, which was denied

" previously by the Commission (page 4), and some disconnected pages of

Plot Plan 48295, as interpreted subjectively by the applicant. There is no
evidence in the record that the ERB made an orable recommendation

to L os Angeles County on 4-06-163 before the July 9, 2007 approval.

ex. 20,



FROM :

Ecvr

FAX NO. Jul. @2 2083 ez2:58FM PS

page three

This part of the findings includes quite a bit of tentative and subjective
language instead of hard evidence (“... the applicant contends <", page 4,
“,» the applicant turther notes ...~ page §, “... the applicant believes ...”),
Can such tentative, subjective statements serve as a substitute for
“substantial evidence in the record”?

On page 24 (second full paragraph) the Revised Findings claim that, “On
January 27, 2003, the ERB found the project consistent with the LUP and
recommended approval of the project with suggested modifications ,._
Where is the evidence in the record to support this statement? if's certainly
not in the minutes of the January 27, 2003, ERB meeting.

The Revised Findings ultimately evade the issue of whether the ERB

“considered the project as a whole” by stating that « .., regardless of the

ERB’s action on the roject and whether the ERB considered the project as
@ whole, the Commissijon found ample support for its approval in the
evidence in the record without the need to rely on the ERB approval.”
{page 5, second paragraph).

What is the “evidence in the record” being referred to here {the first full
paragraph on page 5)? The Revised Findings discuss oniy the conclusions,

new development with the gensitive coastal resources found in parts of the
SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS COASTALZO_NE. :

State and federal park agencies have spent literally hundreds of millions of
dollars to preserve a large portion of these sensitive coastal resources -
Jocated within 30 minutes of the world’s tenth largest megalopolis - for
public use angd enjoyment. Here, the coastal process is the first line of
defense to ensure that protected coastal resources, Including resources on
public parklands that are intermingled with private lands are not unduly
impacted by development of those adjoining private lands. This difficult
task cannot be accomplished by relying on the applicant’s private
consultants alone. That is why the impartial “qualified professionals with
technical expertise in resource management” of the Environmental Review
Board are to be consulted in the processing of coastal permit applications,

£X-2b
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page four

If the jJudgement of the impartial experts of the ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
BOARD “serves as guidance only”, why has MVF failed to submit the
version of 4-06-163 that came before the Commission on July 9, 2007 to the
“guidance” of the impartial experts of the Environmental Review Board
established for that purpose? Why, instead, do the Revised Findings
appear to be relying so heavily on the opinions of consultants who have

. been retained by the applicant?

What do the Revised Findings mean when they say (page 24, second full
paragraph), “... Regardless of the ERB’s action with regard to the proposed
project, the Commission must find that the proposed project is consistent
with Section 30240 of the Coastal Act? (my underlining) Firgst the ERB .
“serves as guidance only”, but is the Commission then required to ignore
its advice? This defies logic. It also seems to be confirmation that the ERB
did not act favorably on Application 4-06-163 in the first place.

. Whatis the basls for the finding that “... vegetative swales are designed to

~. capture all runoff from the farm.” (page 23, last full paragraph). What
substantial evidence is there in the record that indicates all agricultural
runoff can be contained on site when maps accompanying Vested Rights
Claim No. 4-00-279-VRC show that a substantial portion of the area of the
proposed swales appear to be situated within the mapped flood plain of
Stokes Creek?

The repeated crossing off of sections of the original Findings (page 25, 26,
27, 28, 30, 31, 36, 41, 47, and 46) is not explained. What scientific evidence
is the basis for the Commission’s decigion fo eliminate these sections of
the orlginal staff report?

Especially difficult to justify is the complete deletion of data on scientific
research on the desirable width of riparian buffers from a Coastal
Commission Report entitled “Polisies in Local Coastal Programs

- Regarding Development Setbacks and Mitigation Ratios for Wetlands and

other Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas” published in January, 2007.
The deleted report states that * .., For the purpose of filtering nitrogen
compounds, a study determined that 'the most effective buffers are at least
30m (97.5 feet) or 100 feet wide composed of native forest and are

applied to all streams™ (page 27, last paragraph).

The Commission’s own January, 2007, report - deleted from the Revised
Findings — also points out that, » ... recommended widths for ecological
concerns In riparian buffer strips typically are much wider than those
recommended for water quality concerns, often exceeding 100m (325 feet)
in width.” (page 28, first paragraph),

ex2b
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page five

In the absence of substantial evidence in the record regarding new
scientific research conclusions on riparian buffer widths, it is difficult to
understand why the Commission is now being asked to eliminate from the
Revised Findings scientific conclusions from its own January, 2007, report,
published only six months before its decision on Application 4-06-163.

If we can assume that the “nitrogen compounds” referred to in the
Commission’s own January, 2007, report would include horse wastes,
Then, as we pointed out in our original testimony on Application 4-06-163,
runoff from Stokes Creek, which drains the 4-06-163 site is carried
immediately and directly downstream into the KING GILLETTE RANCH
PARK (acquired in 2005 by a consortium of the National Park Service, State
Parks, and the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy to serve as the main
visitor contact facility for the entire Santa Monica Mountains park system.}
Stokes Creek flows into the very heart of the main public use area of King
Gillette Ranch, Where it will not be possible to prevent children, normally
drawn to streams like iron filings to a magnet, from gaining access to it.

To compound the problem, we understand the Application 4-06-163
approval does not include any conditions that would limit the number of
horses that can be kept on the MVF property, magnifying the potential
amount of “nitrogen compounds” and other non-point source pollutants
that could be carried from this facility into the public use areas of King
Gillette Ranch Park immediately downstream.

In the face of this potential public health risk, we have difficulty
understanding why the scientific data on riparian buffer widths from the
Commission’s own January, 2007, report and original staff report is
proposed to be deliberately deleted from this version of the Revised
Findings at the bottom of page 27.

The original staff report states, “ ... there are alternatives to the project
that would conform with the ESHA, water quality, and visual resources of
the Coastal Act” and that “There are feasible alternatives to and mitigation
measures for the proposed project that would lessen the impact on the
environment ... *, and specifies several, including siting the project
elsewhere on the applicant’s very large property outside the 100" setback
area. The Revised Findings do not explain why the Commission considers
these alternatives to be infeasible, and the Revised Findings delete this
section from the original staff report without explanatory findings

(third paragraph, page 47) and conclude, ... there are no feasible
alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available, beyond those
required, which would substantially lessen any significant adverse impact
that the activity may have on the environment ... “

Ex-2b
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page six

in the last paragraph on page 36 the Revised Findings brmg up the
Commission’s approval of reduced setbacks for the 22™ Agricultural
District. Our understanding is that this case was not comparabie to Malibu
Valley Farms.

The problem with the 22™ Agricultural District, as we understand it, is that
it, like the Coastal Commission is a state agency, so that both would have
to be rapresented by the Attorney General, creating a conflict of interest.

The original staff report also states, on page 47 of the Revised Findings
that, “ Therefore, the Commission finds that approval of the proposed
development, as conditioned, would prejudice the County of Los Angeles’
ability to prepare a Local Coastal Program for the area that is also
consistent with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act.” This
statement is crossed off in the Revised Findings (page 47, top paragraph),
and a general statement is added to the effect that, “The preceding
sections provide findings that the proposed project will be in conformity
with the provisions of Chapter 3 if certain conditions are incorporated into
the project and are accepted by the applicant.” The question of prejudicing
the County’s ability to prepare an L CP is not specifically addressed beyond
this brief statement.

U st
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Agenda ltem: W 9a
Application number 4-06-163

Monte Nido Valley Community Association

July 5, 2009

BONNIE NEELY, CHAIR

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION
45 FREMONT STREET, SUITE 2000
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105

Re: REVISED FINDINGS FOR APPLICATION 4-06-163
Commissioners:

The Monte Nido Valley Community Association wishes to go on
record in support of the Superior Court decision overturning the 2007
approval of Malibu Valley Farms by the Commission and urges the
Commission to deny the revised findings. .

Approval of this project was and is inconsistent with the Coastal Act
and the Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains LUP. And, the court finding
was correct: there is no “substantial evidence in the record” that the
County's Environmental Review Board reviewed and made a
favorable recommendation as required in the 1986 LUP before the
July 9, 2007 approval .

The Commission must rule consistently to not only protect resources
but also the public trust in the environmental process.

Sincerely,
Joan Slimocosky, President

Monte Nido Valley Community Association

E}(L\l‘LH' xS
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July 1, 2009 JUL ¢ 2 2009

" Bonnie Neely ' CONSTAL Gommsion

California Coastal Commission

45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 T 03 05 1 1 s o

San Francisco, CA 94105 Uﬂf e Y B

FAX: 415-904-5400 JUL 06 2009 | U

RE: Revised findings for Application 4-06-163 COASTHL S

SOUTH CENTRAL COAST DISTRIC:
Dear Ms. Neely:

As one who long age collected signatures for the state proposition that
established the Coastal Act, | remain interested in the Commissioners’
work to protect our state’s coastal resources.

.l was aghast that in 2007 the Commission granted approval to Malibu
Valley Farms’ application despite the fact that Los Angeles County’s
Environmental Review Board had not considered the environmental impacts
of the project as required. Apparently there is no evidence in the record
that the ERB had ever done so, much less that the ERB had
recommended in favor of the project. Nor is there any reason to believe the
ERB would ever do so, given the actual scientific evidence that a less-than-
100 feet buffer is insufficient to protect water quality in our mountain
streams.

My hope is that the Commissioners will consider the sensitive coastal
resources—including King Glllette Ranch, Malibu Creek and Malibu
Lagoon—that will be negatively affected by the inadequate riparian buffers
proposed by Malibu Valley Farms and revise their findings in favor of the
original staff report.

Mary Ellen Strote

Member, Cold Creek Community Council
475 Stunt Road

Calabasas, CA 91302

e¥. 24
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July 1, 2009
T : _ CALFORMIA N
. s P EonmreERL COASTAL COMMISSIO
California Coastal Commission g SOUTH CENTRAL COAST DISTRICT
South Central Cosst Arca Office - ; o '
89 South Califomia St., Suite 200 - L
: lem'a,CA%UOl : S
Via FAX: (805) 6411732 .~ - i ,
RE: Agenda item W¥a; Application Ny 4-06-163 - Revised findings for the Califoraia

 Coustal Comumission after-the-fuct approvatief Malibu Valley Farm’s equesteian facility

Tdear Coastal Commissioners:

Ou behalf of Heal the Bay, a non-profit environmeatal group with over 13,000 members
dedicated to making Santa Monica Bay and Southern California coastal waters safe and healthy
for peoplc and marine life, we have reviewed the staff roport regarding the revised findings for
the California Coastal Commission after-the-fict approval of Malibu Valley Farm’s cyuestring
fucility (“revised findings™), We strongly urge the Commission to deny the reviscd findings, a:
the development at this site permittod ia July 2007 is indorisislent with the Coastal Act and

- Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains Iand Uss Plun (“LUP”) due to its widesproad nuture and
detrimental impacts to water quality aud natural resources. These inconsistencics are further
detuiled in our provious letters reganding this project submitted in July 2007 and August 2006
(atizchment A). 'This matter shonld be denied by the Commission and remanded back to the L.as
Angeles County Environments| Review Board (“HRR™) for further consideration. Our concern
arc further detailed below, .

1. Inconsistencies in Justification for approving revised findings

There are numerous inconsistencies in the justifitation for approval of the revised findings, The
staf¥ report telics on the LUP for the idenification of Stokes Cunyon Creek as Environmentally
Sensitive [abitat Area (“ESIHA™), yet it disreyarda provisions in the LUP that require
protections for this ESHA.% The Coramission has previously found development at this site
inconsistent with the Coastal Act and LUD > The staff report slates that ut the November 2006
hearing, “the Commission found that the unpermitted development on the site is located within
and adjacent to the riparian ESHA, docs not protect the ESHA from significant disruption of
habitat values, und has not been siled or designed to provent impacts that would siguificuntly
degrade the BSHA, inconsistent with Scction 302490 of the Coastal Act. The Commission further
found that the oxisting confined animal facility docs nol provide an adexquate setback from
- Stokes Creek, resulting in degradation of water quality, inconsistent with lhe requirements of the
LUP and Scction 30231 of the Coastal Act.™ No significant changus have been made to the

) Agenda item Wa; Application Number; 4-06-163, pags 9. N

? Id,, pages 22-24.
> Cease und Desist Order (CCC-06-CD-14) and Restoration Order (COC-06-R0-07)
* Agenda item W3a; Application Number: 4-06-163, page 12. B
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project since the Noveraber 2006 decision; ﬂmcforc the July 2007 approval of this is
incongistent with both the 1.UP and Cogstal Act and the revised findings should be denied.

Futthermore, staff roflects on the similarjtics between Malibu Valley Farms and Cease and
Desist and Restoration Orders (03-CD-02 wnd-03-RO- 03, Tehcrani), where the Commission
ordered the owner to remove all inpermitted development, restore the topography, and
ituplement a habitat restoration plan for illogal development within 100 foct 6f Cold Croek.®
Lquestrian facilities in both of these cases ar: located within ESHA (at some locations within® 9
fect of a bluc-fine strean), causing crosion and adverse impacts to stream water quality, Due ta
the similaritics between these two cascs, approval of the revised findings without any major
setback requircments for the devclopment in question or restoration at the Maliby Valley Farr s
sitc would be severely inconsintent with previous Comralssion decisions. Scthuck requirement s

. should not be disregarded where adequate sothacks or allernative siting is feasible, which is
possible at this site as indicated in the staff report.§ It is critical that tho Commission rule in a
consistent and refiable manner to adequately profect coastal resources and water quality. We

- strongly urge the Commission {o remand thig back to the ERB for deliberation, recommending

development setback reguirements of 100ft from ESHA.

2. Requircment of 4 Comprchensive Management Plan iz not likely (o be effective in
remediating the nataral resources snd water quality degradation at this site

The requirement of a Comprehensive Management Plan, bioswales and riprap arc Jate addition ;
to the proposal that may not be fully effoctive in remediating the natural resources and water
quality degradation ut this site. As cutrently proposod, the design und evaluation of these
measures will not be available for public review, As #n organization with significant local
knowledge in the Santa Monica Mountains arca, specifically related to stream watcr quality ang
ripatian habitat monitoring, it i critical that wo be provided the opportunity lo review and
provide recommendations reparding these clements, Simply requiring an independent monitoris 18
report within onc year and again at five years will not ensure that the water quality managemen
activities will provide adequate protectiuns. Although we generally support monitoring and the
proposal to require a revision of the management plan if it is found to be ineffoctive, we an:
concemod that therc is no process to publicully discuss, cvaluate and provide recommendations
regurding thesc elements. Given the (enuous history of development permits at this site and
teluted natural resourcus and water quality degradation, any non-conformance with the plan
should sutomatically trigger 2 permit amendment.

3. Biecngincoring rather than riprap should be used for streambank stabilization
We are further concerncd about the roposal embedded in the revised findings that would barde 1

aportion of the Stokes Canyon Creek strcambank with riprap. The prescnce of concrete fiprap in
- streary und riparian coosystems negatively mnpacts and chanyes the stream’s natural morpholog':,

¥ id., page 13,
b fd, pages 10-4),

g¥-2e
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hydrologic balance, sediment regime, J:qb_i_la;pﬁpyision, specivs composition, and nutural
chemical and biological processes,” Armored streambanks are one of three major causes of
dowusiream bank erosion and sedimentation, based on Heal the Bay’s Streum Tcam mapping
efforts in the Malibu Creek Walershed, Morcover, streambank hurdening in ESHA is
inconsistent with the LUP and Coastal Act. Section 30240 of the Coastal Act requires that botl,

ESHA and ESHA buffers be protected from development and activities that cause dogrudation ?

While, the LUP specifically requires 8 minimmum setback of 1 00 feet from all designated HSH \
and prohibits alteration of strewrnbeds in ESIIA. At a minimum, a “soft” biocnginected solution,
instead of one reliant on stream bank hardening for stabilization, should be required within this
provision to minimize further damages and sediment loading to the creek. :

Conclusion
Wowrge the Commission Lo remain consistent with its determinations regarding this site prior to
July 2007 and sctback requirements related to other cquestrian facilitivs in this region and den /
these revised findings. Thank you for the opportunity fo comment. Pleasc contact us if you have
any questions regarding these comments at 310.451. 1500,

Sincercly,

Fotgs

- Sarah Abramson Sikich, MISM
Coastal Resovrces Dircctor

" §, Craig Fischenich, 2003, “Ite Etfects ol Riprap on Riverine wil Riparian Evosystems” & report published by the
US Army Corps of Ungineers, Engineer Ruscarch and Developmont Center.

* California Coustal Act scetion 30240 (2) Eavironmentaily sensitive hahitat arcas shall be protocted aguinst iy
significant disruption of hablisl vatlucs, and unly uses dependent on thosc resources shall bo aliowed within those
areas, (b) Develupmenl in areps adjucent (o cavisonmentally sensitive habitat urcas and parks andd recreation areas
vkl be sited and designed 1o prevent impacts which would significantly dograde thusc areas, and shall be
compatible with the cominnsncs of those habitet and recteation areas.

ey ¢
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Jaly 5, 2007

- Californiu Coastal Commission
Svuth Central Coast Areg Office
39 South Californiu St., Svite 200
Yentury, CA 93001
Via FAX: (805) 641-1732

RE: Agenda item M13e; Application Nowmber: 4-06-163
Dear Coastal Commissioners:

On behalf of Heal the Buy, a non -profit cavironmess] group with over 12,000 members dedicnted to muking Sunta
Monica Buy and Southern Californiu coastal waters safe #ud healthy for peaple and marine Tife, we have revi rwed the
s report regarding Maliby Valley Farm's request for ufter-the-fact upproval of its unpermitted develupmer L, We
strongly support the staff recammendation to deny this application as the extent of the unpermiticd develop: nent at

 this site is widespread and detrimental to water quality and natural rescurces,

Denial of the project is the siraplest route to eusuring that the unpermiticd development at this site is appropriately

- removed, und the site wstored, The proposcd and cxisting development at this site threatons Stokes Canyon Creek, un
intermittent blue-ling stream, as structures ure louted in and adjucent to the creck. Extenyive development is :dso built
direaily within dparian environmentally seusitive habitst arca (ESMA). This unpermitted development likely
contributes to degraded wuter quality al Heal the Bay’s downstream monitoriuy sites, Monitoring conducted Ly our
Stream Tesrn has indicated perivdic cxceedances of £, Coli wnd high levels of algae.

Futhermare, undur the Malibu-Santa Monica Mountuins Land {se Plun, Stokes Canyon Creek and its associaled
 ripatian canopy are dusignated as inland RSHA The Land Use Plag specifically requires a minimwn setback nf 100
foet from all designated ESIIA and probibits alleration of strearobeds in ESIIA, If the Coustal Commission we e to
#pprove this upplication, with developmcut Jocated within the 100 foot ESHA designation, it would be in violition of
 each of these provisions of the Land Use Plan, No exception to these policies should by allowed for the Malib Vatley
Faems facility. :

Request for approval of these unpermirted developments hss come before the Coastul Commission nurmerous limes
before, and tho Commission continues tw find it inconsistent with Coustal Act Tequiremnents to protect ESHA, 1 weam,
and water quality, We urge the Commission to remsin consistent with its previous detenminations and deny this
application. T have attached 1 copy of 4 more detailed comrment lemter we submitted in August 2006 regarding (he
environmontal impacts of the unpermitted developamant at this site, Please vontact ug if you have any questions
-regarding these comments at 310.451.1500. - -

Sincerely,
Sarah Abramson, MISM | Mark Gold, 1).Exv.

StafT Scientist President

ex. 2
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August 4, 2006

Califomia Coastal Commission
South Central Coast Area Office
&9 South Califormix St., Suile 200
Ventura, CA 93001

Via FAX; 805.

RE: Agenda item W8a; Application Nﬁmber: 4-02-131
Dear Coastal Commissioners;

On bebalf of' Heal the Bay, & non-profit environmenial group with over 10,000 members dulicated to m iking
Santa Moniva Bay and Southern Californiz coastal waters safe and healthy {for people and marinc lilk w > have
reviewed the stafl report regarding Malibu Valley Farm's request for afler-the-fact npproval of its unper uitted
development. We support the staff recommendation 1o deny this application as the extent of the unpennitted
devolopment ut this site is widespread and detrimentd (0 water quality and natugal resourcos. We further rrge
the Commission ta invoke appropriate penaliles and require restoration for the natural resouroe damnges
caused by these unpermitted structures, Qur comments are further detailed bulow.

1, The vnpermitted develupment st this site has contributed significantly to the degradation of Stokes
Canyon Creek

- Ical the Buy's Stream Team has conducted extensive water quality monitoripg und habitet mapping threughout
the Sanin Monica Mountaing and has decumentcd many of the violutions at ths Malibu Vulley Varm site (5o
attach<d map). 'The tiding areny, cotuls, and other unpermitted equestian facilitios ave built within sens tive
Tiparian envitonmentally sensitive habilat arca (“ESHA"™) and severely cncroach on Stokes Canyon Cree, an

~ Intermittent bluc-Tine stresm.  in places these structurcs are less than 10 Leet away from the waterbody.
Furthermore, uapermitied stroctures cxist within the siresm itsclf: ‘Thesc violations huve damaged scasitive
tiparian ESIIA and arc likely 10 bave caused the stream bumk collspses at this site, which impair water g\ ality by
Incroasing sediment loading to the Creek,

The unpermitted cyuestrian fcilities at this site age also likcly to contribute nutrients and bucteria to the I 'reck.
The Sweam Team has documented hoth hay and horse manure floating in Stokes Canyon Creck at the dizcharge
poinis in the southwest comer of the property., Furthermors, Stokes Canyon Creek hus periodically excce Jed
state freshwater bucterial standards for I, colf and hus commonly had high amounts of algue at the Streary Team
sampling site dowiistream from this property. This raises reasonable concern thut waste and other impact: from
the cquestrian facilitics at this site are having downstream cffects. ‘T hus, Malibu Valley Furms should ot be
issucd an after-the-fisct permit for these unpermitted developments, and instead should be assigued the
appropriatc penaltics for the violativns and restoration requircments for the natural resource dumages.

Z. The Coastal Commbssion shonld invoke appropriate penaltics for deterrence and restoration
requirements for natural resources damages caused by the unpermitted development

Deswoying and/or impacting, riparian and in-siream habitat, especially in Southern California, is a sipnific ant
matier given the importanco of ripariun habilat to water quality and wildlife. Yel, the stail report does not discuss
fines for the unpermitted developrent or restoration requirements, It dcs, .

ex. 2&
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Santa Monica Mounmains National Recreation Area
401 West Hillcrest Drive
Thousaod Oaks, California 91360-4207

In reply refor to:
L76/ 13044

July 7, 2009

California Coastal Commission

South Central Coast District Office

89 South California Street, Suite 200
" Ventra, CA 93001

RE:  Agends Item W 9a, Application No. 04-06-163
Malibu Valley Faxoms, Inc., Equestrian Facility

Dear Chairmsan and Commissioners:

The National Park Service has reviewed the Staff Report’s Revised Findings for the proposed
after-the-fact approval of the subject equestrian facility located at the northeast corner of
‘Mulholland Highway and Stokes Canyon Road in the Senta Monica Mountains. The project
‘site falls within the boundary of the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.
When establishing the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area, Congress
recognized a national interest in protecting and preserving significant natural, cultural, and
recreational resources provided by the Santa Monica Mountains and adjacent coastline.
Congress further stated that “the State of California and its Iocal units of government have
authority to prevent or minimize adverse uses of the Santa Monica Mountains and adjacent
coastline arca and can, to a great extent, protect the health, safety, and general welfare by the
use of such authority” (Public Law 95-625). Consistent with this authomy, the National Park
Service provides comments to State and local land use regulatory agencies on the potential
impacts to park resources resulting from development and recommends measures to help
rgdu.ce potential impacts, To this end, we offer the following comments.

We continue to request that approval of the project be consistent with federsl, state, and local
rules and regulations, as well as with publicly reviewed and adopted planning documents. We
found the current staff report to provide a very accurate, thorough description of the sensitive
resource setting within the Mediterrancan-type ecosystemi'of the Santa Monica Mountains.
The protection of the carefully described resources was then compromised by discretionary
caveats and Special Conditions that have significant potential to impact park resources. We
find the project as proposed and conditioned is not consistent with National Park Service
management prescriptions for the national recreation area or with Coastal Act policies, We,
therefore, encourage the Commission to reject the revised findings and revisit the project
design and conditioning before approval.

gekibit 2¢
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Adijacency to King Gillette Ranch

The project’s setting adjacent to a high-profile public parkland site warrants especially carefl
‘application of Coastal policies and standards for protection against negative water quality and -
riparisn habitat impacts. As described in the staff report, the project is associated with Stokes. .\
Creck, a USGS-identified blue-line stream. Stokes Creek flows across the applicant’s T
property and then enters King Gillette Ranch, & public parkland site long envisioned to be a
gateway visitor center for the national recxeation area. The National Park Service, California
State Parks, and the Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority jointly own the 588-acre
site. The three agencies are cuttently preparing the King Gillette Ranch Design Concept Plan
and the accompanying NEPA/CEQA impact aualysis document, The plan will be released for
public review later this year. Importantly, the draft plan will include management

_prescriptions for natural and cultural resource management over the majority of the park.
Stokes Creek is within the low-use management zone and as such, is prioritized for resource
protection and restoration actions. Successful protection of Stokes Creek on parkland is
critically dependent on management of upsiream uses. Section 30240 of the Coastal Act

-states:

{b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas and
parks and recreation areas shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts which
wauld significantly degrade such areas, and shall be compatible with the
continuance of such habitat areas.

‘We find the project as proposed and conditioned has significant potential to degrade
downstream park resources.

The forthcoming King Gillette Ranch Design Concept Plan also includes the long-term vision

for a destination-level visitor center for the national recreation area. The King Gillette Ranch
visitor center has been funded through the 2009 American Reinvestment and Recovery Act,
and as such, is a high priority implementation project of natjonal interest.

Project Site Suitability

We remain concerned that the operation of an equestrian facility in an environmentally
sensitive riparian area conflicts with the resource protection goals of the national recreation
area that are echoed by the Coastal Act. Section 30240 of the Coastal Act states:

| {a) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected agalnst any significant
disruption of habitat values, and only uses dependent on such resources shall be
alfowed within such areas.

As the staff report describes, riparian habitat is both significant and rare in the Santa
Monica Mountaing. Pipe corrals, riding rings, and other equestrian facllities are not
appropriate uses for an environmentalily sensitive area. Their use, as opposed to a riding
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trail, is mot dependent on the natural resources. Similarly, we find the two at-grade
crossings used by vehicles to reach the north and south ends of the facility, are not
associated with resource-dependent uses.

We are concemned that project approval would compromise the typical 100-foot sethack from
the outer edge of the riparian canopy of Stokes Creek. Such a compromise would also set a
substantially less protective precedent for allowing less-than-100-foot setbacks from
drainages in the Santa Monica Mountaigs. It is our understanding that because there is no
applicable certified Local Coastal Program in place, the 100-foot setback — an environmental
protection standard taken from the Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains LUP — serves as _
guidance only, even if it heretofore has been consistently upheld for projects in the subject
area, Buffers around waterways are useful not only because they protect sensitive habitat
from harmful, project-generated inpuzs, but they protect the larger habirat system, which is
valuable in and of itself, In the absence of quantitative standards, the staff report states that a

. case-by-case analysis may be done for this project to determine what measures are nacessary
o protect resources.

The project propeses to reduce environmental impacts by relocating select structures farther

from Stokes Creek. However, even after such measures, the project will still be in close

proximity: “In the southern portion of the site, the proposed development is located as close

as 10 feet from the edge of the riparian vegetation canopy™ (Staff Report, p. 23). Such close

proximity to Stokes Creek negatively impacts the riparian habitar by severely constricting the
. width of the riparian corridor.

- Also, vegetated swales are proposed to prevent project runoff from eatering the riparian
habitat. However, the design of the swales is yet to be determined, with no analysis of how
the swales would have the capacity to handle runoff from large storm events. The preeminent
concern is that the overall integrity of the riparian systern would still be compromised in spite
of the proposed vegetative swales.

Special Condition No. 1 proposes a comprehensive management plan for implementation and
monitoring. We find the plan is presented too conceptually in the staff report, thus limiting
the opportunity for agencies such as the National Park Service, and the public, to fully assess
the functionality of such an important water quality and riparian habitat management plan.
We recommend the plan be developed prior to Coastal approval of the permit to allow such
public review. A timeframe for development of the plan should also be assigned.

Special Condition No. 4: Agricultural Easement. We understand that the agricultural
easement proposed for the project is designed to prevent development. However, agricultural
uses that include confined livestock and grazing tend to compact and pulverize soils and
.denude vegetation to the point of complete removal of the native species understory and
eventual loss of the riparien canopy owing to the inability for oak and other native tree
seedlings to regenerate. We find the proposed easement is a significant departure from

et TE
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- accepted interpretation of Coastal Act policies to protect the sensitive natural resources in this

. area which the staff report indicates is ESHA. We request clarification on how the
agricultural easement is consistent with ESHA and other natural resource protection policies
of the Coastal Act.

- Public Recreation Opportunities

We would like clarification with regard to what public-serving equestrian programs Malibu
Valley Farms provides. In order for these programs to be carried out on parkland, a
concessionaire’s permit is required. As we have stated in previous comment letters on the
subject application, we welcome horseback riding programs on public lands that are offered
by private, park-permitted concessionaires. While the National Park Service currently has
three permitted horseback riding concessionaires - including one for a program serving at-risk
youth ~ we have not permitted programs from this facility and are not aware of permits from
the other park agencies. Given the assertion in the staff report that public-serving recreational
programs are being provided by the applicant and they are accessing “umportant trail networks
in the area” (pg. 44), we find it important for Coastal to clarify that such programs are fully
public, and if using public trails, a park special use permit is required.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have questions, please call Melanie Beck,
- Outdoorx Recreation Planner, at (§05) 370-2346.

ﬁmmx
TMYA/
' Woody
Superintendent

cc: Joe Edmiston, Executive Director, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Ron Schafer, Superintendent, Angeles District, State Department of Parks and
Recreation
Clark Stevens, District Manager, Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica
Mountains

ex.1{



STATE OF CALIFORNIA -- THE RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

SOUTH CENTRAL COAST AREA Filed: 3/21/07

89 SOUTH CALIFORNIA ST., SUITE 200 !
VENTURA, CA 93001 Act!on Date: 719/07 . - \
(805) 585-1800 a Action: Approved with Conditions
Revised Findings
Adopted: 6/11/08
Revised Findings
Remand Staff Report: 6/25/09
Hearing Date: 718/09

STAFF REPORT: REVISED FINDINGS

APPLICATION NO: 4-06-163
APPLICANT: Malibu Valley Farms, Inc.
AGENT: Fred Gaines and Don Schmitz

PROJECT LOCATION: Northeast corner of Mulholland Highway and Stokes Canyon Road,
Santa Monica Mountains (Los Angeles County)

APN NO: 4455-028-044
COMMISSION ACTION: Approval with Conditions
DATE OF COMMISSION ACTION: July 9, 2007

COMMISSIONERS ON THE PREVAILING SIDE: Achadjian, Blank, Burke, Secord, Neely,
Potter, and Kruer.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Request for after-the-fact approval for an equestrian facility,
including a 45,000 sq. ft. arena with five-foot high surrounding wooden wall with posts, 576 sq.
ft. covered shelter, 25,200 sqg. ft. riding arena, approximately 2,000 sq. ft. parking area, 2,660
sq. ft. back to back mare motel, 1,440 sq. ft. one-story barn, approximately 15,000 sq. ft. fenced
paddock, fencing, dirt access road with at-grade crossing through Stokes Creek, and a second
at-grade dirt crossing of Stokes Creek. The proposed project also includes removal of twenty-
eight 576 sq. ft. portable pipe corrals, four 400 sqg. ft. portable pipe corrals, a 288 sq. ft. storage
shelter, 200 sq. ft. portable storage trailer, 200 sq. ft. portable rollaway bin/container, 160 sq. ft.
storage container, three-foot railroad tie walls, 101 sq. ft. tack room with no porch, four 101 sq.
ft. portable tack rooms with 4-ft. porches, 200 sq. ft. portable tack room with four-foot porch, 150
sq. ft. cross tie area, 250 sq. ft. cross tie area, 360 sq. ft. cross tie shelter, two 2,025 sq. ft.
covered corrals, and one 1,080 sqg. ft. covered corral, and reduction in the size of the fenced
paddock area by approximately 5,000 sq. ft. The proposed project also includes new
construction of four 2,660 sq. ft. covered pipe barns, two 576 sq. ft. shelters, three 96 sq. ft. tack
rooms, two 225 sq. ft. manure storage areas, vegetative swales totaling 1,400 feet in length, an
approximately 850 sq. ft. retention basin, 250 sq. ft. riprap pad, 65.8 cu. yds. of grading (32.9
cu. yds. cut, 32.9 cu. yds. fill), and 0.5-acre riparian restoration.

Lot Area: 31.02 acres

Lot Area within Coastal Zone (CZ): ~28 acres

Proposed development area (in CZ): ~6 acres

Zoning: Rural Land Il (1 du/2 acres)
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In Coastal Law Enforcement Action Network v. California Coastal Commission, Los Angeles
Superior Court Case No. BS112422, Judgment Granting the Petition for Writ of Mandate was
entered on March 10, 2009. The Judgment requires the Commission to:

“to set aside its Revised Findings of June 11, 2008, of Coastal Development
Permit Number 4-06-193 [sic] approved on July 9, 2007, in the administrative
proceedings entitled “Application No. 4-06-163 (Malibu Valley Farms, Inc., Santa
Monica Mountains, Los Angeles Co.);” [and] [1] ... to reconsider its Revised
Findings and/or its approval of the project. In reconsidering the Revised
Findings, the Commission may: (1) rely on evidence in the record other than the
one-page Los Angeles County Environmental Review Board (“ERB”) document
to conclude that the scope of the ERB hearing included existing structures;
(2) conduct a new hearing on the issue of what was the scope of the ERB
decision; or (3) separately decide to impose less than a 100-foot setback under
its own authority without relying on the ERB decision.”

This Revised Findings Report revises the Staff Report approved and adopted by the
Comm|SS|on on June 11, 2008 to comply with the Judgment and Writ by adding new language
as follows below:

SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Commission adopt the following revised findings in support of the
Commission’s action on July 9, 2007, approving the proposed project with conditions. Adoption
of the revised findings as set forth in this staff report requires a majority vote of the members
from the prevailing side who are also present at the revised findings hearing, with at least three
of the prevailing members voting. Only those Commissioners on the prevailing side of the
Commission’s action are eligible to vote on the revised findings.

The subject property is an approximately 31.02-acre parcel at the northeast corner of
Mulholland Highway and Stokes Canyon Road in the Santa Monica Mountains area of
unincorporated Los Angeles County. The southern approximately 28 acres of the parcel is
located within the Coastal Zone. Stokes Canyon Creek, a stream that is recognized by the
United States Geological Survey (USGS) as an intermittent blue-line stream, runs in a
southwesterly direction through the western half of the parcel. The parcel area east of the creek
consists of mountainous terrain containing chaparral, oak woodland, and annual grassland
habitats; the parcel area west and south of the creek is level and contains the approximately six-
acre unpermitted equestrian facility that the Commission approved after-the-fact last July, and
that is the subject of this report.

The proposed equestrian facility, including the as-built components, is located in and adjacent to
Stokes Creek. The proposal includes removing several existing structures nearest the creek’s
riparian canopy and replacing them with structures that are set farther back from the creek. The
proposal also includes swales, riparian restoration, and other water quality protection features to
minimize adverse effects to the creek. The proposal will allow continued operation of an
equestrian facility that provides important recreational, access, and fire safety benefits.
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The Commission’s action for approval of the proposed application includes five (5) special
conditions of approval, including management plan implementation and monitoring, assumption
of risk, deed restriction, agricultural easement, and indemnification condition. As conditioned,
the proposed project is consistent with all applicable Chapter Three policies of the Coastal Act.

LOCAL APPROVALS RECEIVED: County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning,
Approval in Concept, February 2, 2004; County of Los Angeles Environmental Review Board
Evaluation, Consistent after Modifications, January 27, 2003; County of Los Angeles Fire
Prevention Engineering Approval in Concept, June 5, 2002; County of Los Angeles Preliminary
Fuel Modification Plan, December 18, 2002; State Water Resources Control Board Receipt of
Notice of Intent to Comply with the Terms of the General Permit to Discharge Storm Water
Associated with Construction Activity, WDID No. 419C330921, June 27, 2005; Letter re: Lake or
Streambed Alteration Notification No. 1600-2004-0539-R5, California Department of Fish and
Game, March 15, 2005.

SUBSTANTIVE FILE DOCUMENTS: Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains certified Land Use Plan;
“Biological Resource Analysis of Proposed ESHA Setback for Malibu Valley Farms Equestrian
Center Improvements,” Frank Hovore & Associates, January 2002, updated October 2004;
“Biological Assessment in Support of Malibu Valley Farms, Inc., Coastal Development Permit
Application No. 4-02-131,” Sapphos Environmental Inc., October 25, 2005; “Evaluation of
Surface Water and Groundwater Quality Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Equestrian
Facility at 2200 Stokes Canyon Road, Calabasas, California,” by Jones & Stokes, July 3, 2002;
“Policies in Local Coastal Programs Regarding Development Setbacks and Mitigation Ratios for
Wetlands and Other Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas,” California Coastal Commission,
January 2007; Claim of Vested Rights File No. 4-00-279-VRC (Malibu Valley); “Malibu Valley
Farms Comprehensive Management Plan”, by Malibu Valley Farms, Inc., dated December
2006; Coastal Development Permit Application No. 4-02-131 (Malibu Valley Farms, Inc.); Claim
of Vested Rights No. 4-00-279-VRC (Malibu Valley Farms, Inc.); Cease and Desist Order No.
CCC-06-CD-14 and Restoration Order No. CCC-06-R0O-07; Malibu Valley Farms’ Proposed
Conditions of Approval, presented to Commissioners and staff at July 9, 2007 Commission
Hearing; “Reporter’s Transcript of Proceedings” for Agenda Item No. 13e (Malibu Valley Farms)
on Monday, July 9, 2007.

STAFF NOTE: Subsequent to the Commission’s July 9, 2007 public hearing on the subject
permit application, Commission staff (“Staff’) received a letter from Mary Hubbard of the
organization Save Open Space (SOS) suggesting that, because a 2002 deed transferring the
subject property from Robert Levin to Malibu Valley Farms, Inc. (“MVF"), had not been recorded
prior to the Commission’s action, the Commission had lacked authority to conduct its hearing
and the subject permit was null and void (Exhibit 34). A much more recent letter from Marcia
Hanscom of the Coastal Law Enforcement Action Network (CLEAN) expressed continuing
concern over the same issue and stated that the Commission’s approval had been “based on
representations that the subject property would be transferred to ownership of the applicant”
(Exhibit 33). Both organizations objected to the release of these Revised Findings because of
their concerns. However, these claims raise no question as to the validity of the Commission’s
action and do not necessitate any delay in the adoption of these findings, for the reasons
explained below.

The specific information requirement that SOS claims was not satisfied is a requirement for a
“description and documentation of the applicant’s legal interest in . . . the property.” Cal. Code
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of Regulations, Title 14 (“14 CCR”) 8§ 13053.5(b). However, the Commission did have
documentation of the applicant’s legal interest in the property at the time it acted, and that
documentation indicated that MVF had a sufficient legal interest in the property. Most
significantly, the Commission had the unrecorded deed. Although an unrecorded deed does not
render the grantee the “record” owner of the property, it does effectively transfer title. See Cal.
Civil Code § 1217 (“An unrecorded instrument is valid as between the parties thereto and those
who have notice thereof”). Thus, MVF was the legal owner of the subject property at the time
the Commission acted, and nothing in Section 13053.5(b) says anything about “record title.” In
addition, in response to Staff's question to MVF about this ownership issue, the party who
transferred the property to MVF, Robert Levin, submitted a letter in January of 2007, six months
before the Commission acted, consenting to the processing of the permit application. Thus,
even if there had been a question as to the validity of the deed, there was no question as to
MVF’s ability to seek the subject permit.*

Finally, although SOS quotes a February 16, 2007 letter from Staff to the applicant, that letter
does not support SOS’s position. The letter simply noted that Staff had asked for a
“clarification” of the ownership issue, due to the unrecorded deed, but then stated that Staff
intended to “proceed with the assumption that [MVF] is the owner of the project site,” which is
exactly what staff, and the Commission, did. Similarly, CLEAN’'s contention that the
Commission’s approval was “based on representations that the subject property would be
transferred to ownership of the applicant” is simply inaccurate.

! Incidentally, even if the information listed in section 13035.5 had not been provided, that section just imposes standards for the
Commission’s permit application form; it does not prohibit the Commission from proceeding simply because the information that
Section 13035.5 requires to be on the application form was not provided.
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|. Staff Recommendation

MOTION: I move that the Commission adopt the revised findings in support
of the Commission’s action on July 9, 2007 concerning Coastal
Development Permit No. 4-06-163.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL:

Staff recommends a YES vote on the motion. Passage of this motion will result in the adoption
of revised findings as set forth in this staff report. The motion requires a majority vote of the
members from the prevailing side present at the revised findings hearing, with at least three of
the prevailing members voting. Only those Commissioners on the prevailing side of the
Commission’s action are eligible to vote on the revised findings.

Commissioners Eligible to Vote: Achadjian, Blank, Burke, Secord, Neely, Potter,
Chairman Kruer.

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT REVISED FINDINGS:

The Commission hereby adopts the findings set forth below for Approval with Conditions of
Coastal Development Permit No. 4-06-163 on the ground that the findings support the
Commission’s decision made on July 9, 2007 and accurately reflect the reasons for it.

Beginning with the Staff Note, above, this report shows the language of the
original Staff Report (dated June 21, 2007) in straight type. The language added
or deleted in the Adopted Revised Findings (adopted June 11, 2008) are shown
by underline or strikethrough. Finally, language added or deleted in the Revised
Findings (dated June 25 2009) conS|dered herein is shown in bold double-
underline and , respectively.
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[I. Standard Conditions

1. Notice of Receipt and Acknowledgment. The permit is not valid and development shall
not commence until a copy of the permit, signed by the permittee or authorized agent,
acknowledging receipt of the permit and acceptance of the terms and conditions, is returned to
the Commission office.

2. Expiration. If development has not commenced, the permit will expire two years from the
date on which the Commission voted on the application. Development shall be pursued in a
diligent manner and completed in a reasonable period of time. Application for extension of the
permit must be made prior to the expiration date.

3. Interpretation. Any questions of intent or interpretation of any term or condition will be
resolved by the Executive Director or the Commission.

4. Assignment. The permit may be assigned to any qualified person, provided assignee files
with the Commission an affidavit accepting all terms and conditions of the permit.

5. Terms and Conditions Run with the Land. These terms and conditions shall be
perpetual, and it is the intention of the Commission and the permittee to bind all future owners
and possessors of the subject property to the terms and conditions.

I1l. Special Conditions

1. Comprehensive Management Plan Implementation and Monitoring

By acceptance of this permit, the applicant agrees to implement its proposed “Malibu Valley
Farms Comprehensive Management Plan” (December 2006). The applicant shall provide an
independent monitoring report to the Executive Director, prepared by a qualified environmental
specialist, one year after initiation of implementation of the Malibu Valley Farms Comprehensive
Management Plan, and again five years after initiation of implementation of the Plan. The
monitoring report shall certify whether the plan has been implemented and plan elements are
operational in conformance with the terms of the plan.

If a monitoring report indicates that any plan elements are not operational or in _conformance
with the terms_of the plan, the applicant, or successors in interest, shall submit a revised or
supplemental management plan for the review and approval of the Executive Director. The
revised plan must specify measures to remediate those portions of the original plan that have
failed or are not in _conformance with the original approved plan. The Executive Director will
determine whether an amendment to the permit is necessary prior to implementing the revised
plan. If the Executive Director determines that no amendment is needed, the applicant, or
successors in interest, shall implement the revised plan upon Executive Director approval. If the
Executive Director determines that an amendment is needed, the applicant, or successors in
interest, shall submit the necessary amendment application and implement the approved plan
upon approval of the amendment.
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2. Assumption of Risk

By acceptance of this permit, the applicant acknowledges and agrees (i) that the site may be
subject to hazards from wildfire, erosion, and flooding; (ii) to assume the risks to the applicant
and the property that is the subject of this permit of injury and damage from such hazards in
connection with this permitted development; (iii) to unconditionally waive any claim of damage
or liability against the Commission, its officers, agents, and employees for injury or damage from
such hazards; and (iv) to indemnify and hold harmless the Commission, its officers, agents, and
employees with respect to the Commission’s approval of the project against any and all liability,
claims, demands, damages, costs (including costs and fees incurred in defense of such claims),
expenses, and amounts paid in_settlement_arising from any injury or damage due to such
hazards.

3. Indemnification by Applicant

Liability for Costs and Attorneys Fees: By acceptance of this permit, the Applicant/Permittee
agrees to reimburse the Coastal Commission in full for all Coastal Commission costs and
attorneys fees -- including (1) those charged by the Office of the Attorney General, and (2) any
court costs and attorneys fees that the Coastal Commission may be required by a court to pay --
that the Coastal Commission incurs in connection with the defense of any action brought by a
party other than the Applicant/Permittee against the Coastal Commission, its officers,
employees, agents, successors and assigns challenging the approval or issuance of this permit.
The Coastal Commission retains complete authority to conduct and direct the defense of any
such action against the Coastal Commission.

4, Adricultural Easement

A. No development, as defined in Section 30106 of the Coastal Act, shall occur in the
Agricultural Easement Area as shown on Exhibit 29 except for:

1. Restoration, protection, and enhancement of native habitat and/or sensitive
resources;

N

Maintaining livestock and existing livestock fencing as shown on Exhibit 29.

>
=z
W)

The following development, if approved by the Coastal Commission as an
amendment to this coastal development permit:

= Agricultural production activities defined as “activities that are directly
related to the cultivation of agricultural products for sale. Agricultural
products are limited to food and fiber in their raw unprocessed state, and
ornamental plant material,”

= Agricultural support facilities directly related to the cultivation of food,
fiber, and ornamental plants being undertaken on the site.

B. Prior to issuance of the Coastal Development Permit, the applicant shall execute
and record a document in a form and content acceptable to the Executive Director,
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granting to a public agency or private agricultural association approved by the
Executive Director _an agricultural conservation easement over the “agricultural
easement area” described above, for the purpose of preventing the development or
improvement of the land for purposes other than agricultural production. The
recorded easement document shall include a formal legal description of the entire
property; and a metes and bounds legal description and graphic depiction, prepared
by a licensed surveyor, of the agricultural easement area, as generally shown on
Exhibit 29. The recorded document shall reflect that no development shall occur
within the agricultural easement area except as otherwise set forth in this permit
condition. The offer shall be recorded free of prior liens and encumbrances which
the Executive Director determines may affect the interest being conveyed.

5. Deed Restriction

Prior to issuance of the coastal development permit, the applicant shall submit to the
Executive Director, for review and approval, documentation demonstrating that the applicants
have executed and recorded against the parcel(s) governed by this permit a deed restriction, in
a form and content acceptable to the Executive Director: (1) indicating that, pursuant to this
permit, the California Coastal Commission has authorized development on the subject property,
subject to terms and conditions that restrict the use and enjoyment of that property; and (2)
imposing the Special Conditions of this permit as covenants, conditions and restrictions on the
use and enjoyment of the property. The deed restriction shall include a legal description of the
entire parcel or parcels governed by this permit. The deed restriction shall also indicate that, in
the event of an extinguishment or termination of the deed restriction for any reason, the terms
and conditions of this permit shall continue to restrict the use and enjoyment of the subject
property so long as either this permit or the development it authorizes, or any part, modification,
or amendment thereof, remains in existence on or with respect to the subject property.

HIV. Findings and Declarations

The Commission hereby finds and declares:

A. Project Description

The applicant, Malibu Valley Farms, Inc. (MVF), requests after-the fact approval for an
equestrian facility that is used for breeding, raising, training, stabling, exercising, rehabilitation,
and boarding of horses. The facility includes a 45,000 sqg. ft. arena with five-foot high
surrounding wooden wall with posts, 576 sq. ft. covered shelter, 25,200 sq. ft. riding arena,
approximately 2,000 sqg. ft. parking area, 2,660 sq. ft. back to back mare motel, 1,440 sq. ft.
one-story barn, approximately 15,000 sq. ft. fenced paddock, fencing, dirt access road with at-
grade crossing through Stokes Creek, and a second at-grade dirt crossing of Stokes Creek
(Exhibits 4-6). The facility provides equestrians with opportunity to access important trail
networks, sponsors educational and recreational opportunities for lower-income youth, and
serves as a refuge for horses in the event of fire.

The proposed project includes removal of twenty-eight 576 sq. ft. portable pipe corrals, four 400
sq. ft. portable pipe corrals, a 288 sq. ft. storage shelter, 200 sq. ft. portable storage trailer, 200
sq. ft. portable rollaway bin/container, 160 sq. ft. storage container, three-foot railroad tie walls,
101 sq. ft. tack room with no porch, four 101 sq. ft. portable tack rooms with four-foot porches,
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200 sq. ft. portable tack room with four-foot porch, 150 sq. ft. cross tie area, 250 sq. ft. cross tie
area, 360 sq. ft. cross tie shelter, two 2,025 sq. ft. covered corrals, and one 1,080 sq. ft. covered
corral, and reduction in the size of the fenced paddock area by approximately 5,000 sq. ft.

The proposed project also includes new construction of four 2,660 sq. ft. covered pipe barns,
two 576 sq. ft. shelters, three 96 sq. ft. tack rooms, two 225 sq. ft. manure storage areas,
vegetative swales totaling 1,400 feet in length, an approximately 850 sq. ft. retention basin, 250
sg. ft. riprap pad, 65.8 cu. yds. of grading (32.9 cu. yds. cut, 32.9 cu. yds. fill), and 0.5-acre
riparian restoration (Exhibits 7-15).

The applicant has not provided any information regarding the maximum number of horses that
are intended to be maintained on the project site. However, a March 2005 Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) prepared for the proposed Malibu Valley Inn and Spa, which was to be
developed by the applicant on a site located nearby, estimated that an average of 50 horses
were stabled on the subject project site at that time. Based on the existing and proposed site
facilities, staff estimates that a larger numbers of horses (approximately 76) could be
accommodated.

The subject property is an approximately 31.02-acre parcel at the northeast corner of
Mulholland Highway and Stokes Canyon Road in the Santa Monica Mountains area of
unincorporated Los Angeles County (Exhibits 1-2). The parcel is bisected by the coastal zone
boundary. The southern approximately 28 acres of the parcel is located within the coastal zone
and is subject to the Coastal Commission’s jurisdiction (Exhibit 3). Stokes Canyon Creek, an
intermittent blue-line stream recognized by the United States Geological Survey (USGS), runs in
a southwesterly direction through the western half of the parcel and supports riparian habitat
within its boundaries and along its banks. The parcel area east of the creek consists of
mountainous terrain containing chaparral, oak woodland, and annual grassland habitats; the
parcel area west and south of the creek is level and contains the approximately six-acre
unpermitted equestrian facility that is the subject of this application (Exhibits 26, 27).

The site is located immediately north of the former campus of Soka University, which is now
public parkland. Scattered rural and residential development is located west and south of the
project site, and undeveloped hillside terrain containing primarily chaparral habitat is located to
the east of the property. The site is visible from Mulholland Highway, a designated scenic
highway in the Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains Land Use Plan (LUP), as well as from various
public viewing points, including along the Backbone Trail and the Las Virgenes View trail, that
afford scenic vistas of the relatively undisturbed natural area. Stokes Canyon Creek and its
associated riparian canopy are desighated as inland ESHA in the Malibu-Santa Monica
Mountains Land Use Plan (LUP). Commission staff biologist John Dixon has visited the site,
most recently on August 22, 2005, and has confirmed that the stream and surrounding riparian
habitat, as well as the hillside oak woodland and chaparral habitat, on the site constitutes
ESHA. In addition, some of the existing unpermitted development that the applicant proposes to
retain is within the protected zones of individual oak trees outside of the hillside oak woodland.

Correspondence that has been received to date from interested parties in support of the
proposed project are attached as Exhibit 21. Staff has received approximately 205 copies of
the same letter from different individuals. One example of this letter has been attached. The
letters express that the horse facility is a valuable asset to the equestrian community and should
be preserved. Commissioner ex parte communications are attached as Exhibit 22.
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B. Background

Previous Commission Actions on the Project Site

As described above, there is a large equestrian facility existing on the proposed project site. The
Commission has not previously approved any coastal development permit for this development
or any other development on the site. However, the Commission has taken several other
actions that relate to the project site, including the denial of the applicant’s claim of vested rights
and the approval of Cease and Desist and Restoration Orders. Commission staff first became
aware that there is unpermitted development on the site in 1999.

On November 20, 1998, Brian Boudreau, president of Malibu Valley Farms, Inc., submitted an
exemption request for replacement of pipe corrals and related improvements that had been
destroyed by wildfire in 1996. On December 7, 1998, the Commission issued Exemption Letter
No. 4-98-125-X for replacement of 14 pipe corrals (totaling 2,500 sq. ft). However, the
Commission rescinded this exemption letter shortly thereafter, in January 1999, because staff
discovered that the equestrian facility on the site was constructed after the January 1, 1977
effectiveness date of the Coastal Act, without benefit of a coastal development permit.
Exemptions from the Coastal Act’s permit requirements for replacement of structures destroyed
by disaster (Section 30610(g)) only apply to structures that were either legally constructed prior
to the Coastal Act, or were constructed after the Coastal Act with the appropriate authorization
under the Act.

Commission staff contacted Mr. Boudreau on January 14, 1999 and sent him a letter dated
January 22, 1999 informing him that the exemption was revoked. The letter also stated that a
Coastal Development Permit (CDP) is required for the horse riding area, polo field, numerous
horse corrals, barn, and accessory buildings at the site and directed the applicant to submit a
CDP application requesting after-the-fact approval of the unpermitted development.

Commission staff visited the site in November 1999 and March 2000. In March 2000,
Commission staff notified Mr. Boudreau that it intended to initiate cease and desist order
proceedings regarding the development at the site. Mr. Boudreau, Malibu Valley Farms, Inc.,
and Robert Levin, the owner of the property at the time, submitted a Statement of Defense
dated April 10, 2000. The Executive Director scheduled a Cease and Desist Order hearing at
the Commission’s June 2000 meeting. However, just prior to the June 2000 hearing, MVF
expressed a desire to cooperate and take necessary steps to resolve the violation and on June
12, 2000 submitted a Claim of Vested Rights application for all of the unpermitted development.
On June 13, 2000, Malibu Valley, Inc. (a separate corporation also owned by Mr. Boudreau)
submitted a Claim of Vested Rights application (Vested Rights Claim Application No. 4-00-279-
VRC). The application contended that a vested right exists to conduct agricultural and livestock
activities and erect and maintain structures in connection with those activities on the site.

A public hearing on Vested Rights Claim Application No. 4-00-279-VRC was scheduled for the
February 2001 Commission meeting, with a staff recommendation of denial. On February 15,
2001, at the applicant’s request, the hearing on the application was continued to allow for the
submittal and processing of a coastal development permit application for the unpermitted
development instead. More than a year later, the applicant submitted a CDP application (No. 4-
02-131). Unfortunately, the CDP application did not contain enough information to deem the
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application “complete” under the applicable regulations. Over the next four years numerous
contacts were made by Commission staff to the applicant attempting to obtain the necessary
information. In March 2006, the CDP application was deemed complete and Commission staff
scheduled the hearing for the Commission’s August 2006 hearing.

Unfortunately, after years of Commission staff time and effort to obtain the information
necessary to complete the CDP application, and after preparation of a staff recommendation of
denial for the Commission’s consideration, the applicant withdrew the application (in a July 27,
2006 letter) just before the Commission hearing was to be held and stated that it wished to
proceed with its Claim of Vested Rights application (4-00-279-VRC). This was the Vested Rights
application that was previously scheduled for Commission action at the February 2001 hearing
and postponed at the request of the applicant so it could submit the very CDP application (4-02-
131) that it later withdrew in July 2006.

The Commission heard the applicant’s Claim of Vested Right No. 4-00-279-VRC (Malibu Valley
Farms, Inc.) at the November 2006 Commission hearing. The applicant claimed that it had a
vested right to: “conduct agricultural and livestock activities on the property that were
commenced prior to 1930, right to build new structures in connection with that use, and right to
construct, operate, and maintain the equestrian facility that currently exists on the property”. The
Commission considered the applicant’s claim, including supporting evidence. The Commission
denied the applicant’s claim, finding that the evidence provided by the applicant did not
substantiate the claim of vested rights for any of the development existing on the project site.
The findings adopted by the Commission in its denial of Vested Rights Claim 4-00-279-VRC are
attached as Exhibit 17.

A Cease and Desist Order (CCC-06-CD-14) and Restoration Order (CCC-06-R0O-07) regarding
the subject development were also heard at the November 2006 Commission hearing, following
the Commission’s denial of the Claim of Vested Rights (Exhibit 18). The Commission approved
the orders, requiring the applicant to cease and desist from maintaining the unpermitted
development on the site, to remove the unpermitted development, and to restore the site
(including the implementation of restorative grading, erosion control, and revegetation).
However, the Commission also provided for the applicant to again submit a coastal
development permit application to retain some or all of the unpermitted development on the site.
Cease and Desist Order (CCC-06-CD-14) and Restoration Order (CCC-06-RO-07) contained
the following provision:

If a complete CDP application is not received within 60 days from issuance of these Orders
(unless the Executive Director makes the determination that additional water quality studies
cannot be completed within this timeframe) or if Respondent either withdraws the application or
otherwise prevents it from coming to a hearing as per the Commission staff planned hearing
schedule, Respondent shall remove all unpermitted development and restore these areas
consistent with these Orders, set forth herein. Moreover, in the event that the Commission denies
all or any part of such application, Respondent shall remove all unpermitted development, and
restore these areas in the same manner and timeframes consistent with these Orders set forth
herein.

In approving the orders, the Commission found that the development on the site meets the
definition of “development” (as defined by Section 30106 of the Coastal Act), that it is subject to
the permit requirements of Section 30600(a) of the Coastal Act, and that no permit had been
approved for this development. The Commission further found that this unpermitted
development is inconsistent with the applicable Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act, including
Sections 30231, 30236, 30240, and 30251. It was found that Stokes Canyon Creek and its
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associated riparian woodland on the project site meet the definition of ESHA under the Coastal
Act. The Commission found that the unpermitted development on the site is located within and
adjacent to the riparian ESHA, does not protect the ESHA from significant disruption of habitat
values, and has not been sited or designed to prevent impacts that would significantly degrade
the ESHA, inconsistent with Section 30240 of the Coastal Act. The Commission further found
that the existing confined animal facility does not provide an adequate setback from Stokes
Creek, resulting in degradation of water quality, inconsistent with the requirements of the LUP
and Section 30231 of the Coastal Act. Additionally, the existing at-grade dirt crossings of Stokes
Canyon Creek on the project site required alteration of the stream, but are not for any of the
three permittable uses detailed in Section 30236 of the Coastal. As such, the Commission found
that the unpermitted development is inconsistent with this policy as well. The Commission also
found that the development is not consistent with Section 30251 of the Coastal Act in that it did
not minimize alteration of landforms, was not sited or designed to protect the scenic and visual
characteristics of the surrounding area, and that it contributes to a cumulative adverse impact of
increased development along Stokes Creek and the adjacent upland areas. Finally, the
Commission found that the unpermitted development on the site is causing continuing resource
damage.

On December 12, 2006 the applicant submitted a new coastal development permit application
(No. 4-06-163, the subject of this staff report). The subject permit application contains a—few
changes to the proposed project previously considered by staff under CDP application No. 4-02-
131. These changes include the omission of a proposed 2,400 sq. ft. hay barn south of the
northern riding arena, the removal of several structures situated just north of an existing barn,
and the incorporation of a site-specific Comprehensive Management Plan that includes
vegetative swales, bioretention basin, riparian restoration, and other Best Management
Practices to control erosion and runoff from the equestrian facility. Again, the CDP application
did not contain enough information to deem the application “complete” under the applicable
regulations. After receiving additional information from the applicant, Commission staff deemed
the application complete on March 21, 2007 and tentatively scheduled it for the July 2007
Commission hearing. On July 9, 2007, the Commission approved the proposed project with
conditions, by a vote of 7 to 5. A transcript of the proceedings is attached as Exhibit 35.

Previous Commission Actions on Equestrian Facilities in the Santa Monica Mountains

The Commission has considered coastal development permit applications for many equestrian
facilities in the Santa Monica Mountains area, although none that have been of the same size,
scale, or intensity as the project considered herein. The majority of the projects considered have
involved facilities that are accessory to a residence. The Commission has long recognized that
confined animal facilities are a major source of non-point source pollution and have the potential
to significantly impact the water quality of coastal streams. Additionally, such facilities may result
in other impacts associated with their construction, such as landform alteration, habitat
displacement or disruption, fuel modification and vegetation removal required to provide fire
protection, increased erosion and sedimentation. While the Commission has consistently
required the clustering of development in order to minimize impacts to coastal resources, it is
difficult to cluster equestrian facilities with other types of development like residential structures.
This is because of health restrictions that require a separation of at least fifty feet between
confined animal facilities and habitable structures.

The Commission has required equestrian facilities to be appropriately sited and designed to
minimize impacts to coastal resources, including ESHA. The overall square footage of such
facilities has been counted towards the total allowable development area for project sites that
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contain ESHA [4-02-110 (Khalsa); 4-03-085-A1 (WF Trust); 4-05-202 (Aurora Family LLC)].
Where there is a larger area on a project site that is not considered ESHA (as a result of
clearance or grading that was permitted or carried out prior to the effective date of the Coastal
Act), the Commission has allowed larger facilities so long as they are constructed of non-
combustible materials so that fuel modification is minimized [4-00-128 (Farinella); 4-00-143-A2
(Weeger); 4-05-042 (Weintraub); 4-06-032 (Giraldin)].

The Commission has considered several projects with equestrian facilities located in proximity
to streams and riparian corridors and has consistently required that such facilities provide
adequate buffers between the development and the canopy of riparian vegetation (if riparian
vegetation is present). In Permit 4-00-055 (Stark), the Commission considered a residential
project including a home and several accessory structures on a 63-acre site. This project site
contained existing unpermitted equestrian facilities, including a 2,000 sq. ft. barn, 21,000 sq. ft.
graded arena, and stream culverts within a riparian woodland and stream designated ESHA by
the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains LUP. In order to bring the development into conformity with
the policies of Chapter 3 and the LUP, the applicant proposed and the Commission required the
removal of all of the equestrian facilities, restorative grading, and riparian revegetation. A new
barn and smaller arena located 300 feet from the stream was approved as part of the project.

The Commission approved Cease and Desist Order 03-CD-02, and Restoration Order 03-RO-
03 (Teherani) to require the removal of unpermitted development, including 1) grading and
fencing, 2) clearance of vegetation, 3) construction of a horse corral, 4) construction of a
path/road from a previously permitted horse corral to the new, unpermitted horse corral, and 5)
construction of railroad tie retaining walls, and restoration of all disturbed areas. The
unpermitted development in this case was located within an oak woodland and adjacent to Cold
Creek (a blue-line stream designated as ESHA by the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains LUP).
Both the oak woodland and riparian/stream habitats were determined by the Commission to
constitute ESHA. The Commission found that the horse corral was constructed within the
riparian area (therefore not providing an adequate buffer) and that it was impacting mature oak
trees by allowing horses to compact the soil within the dripline. The Commission found that the
unpermitted development was not consistent with Section 30240 of the Coastal Act. Further, the
corral was located approximately 10 feet from the bank of Cold Creek, and the Commission
found that, as long as it remained in that location, there was no means of preventing horse
wastes from entering the stream, adversely impacting water quality. The Commission therefore
found that the unpermitted development was inconsistent with Section 30231 of the Coastal Act.
The Commission also found that the development resulted in increased erosion, inconsistent
with Section 30253 of the Coastal Act and that it did not minimize alteration of landforms,
inconsistent with Section 30251 of the Coastal Act. Finally, the Commission found that the
unpermitted development was causing continuing resource damage. The owner was ordered to
remove all of the unpermitted development, to restore the topography, and to implement a
habitat restoration plan.

In Permit 4-03-117 (Teherani) for development on this same project site, the Commission
approved the construction of an approximately 2,500 sq. ft. horse corral with three-rail split
wood fencing and an approximately 35 foot long, 7 foot wide access path adjacent to an existing
single family residence, with approximately 50 cu. yds. of grading (25 cu. yds. cut, 25 cu. yds.
fill) on the same property. This new development was sited on an existing developed area of the
project site that is over 100 feet from the oak woodland and riparian ESHA areas on the site.
The Commission found this new development, as sited to provide an adequate buffer from the
stream and ESHA, and as conditioned to employ animal waste containment management
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practices and drainage devices, would be consistent with the ESHA and water quality policies of
the Coastal Act.

In Permit Application 4-03-022 (Rex), the Commission denied an after-the-fact request for a
small equestrian facility as an accessory to a single family residence, consisting of an 836 sq. ft.
horse corral, 45 sq. ft. hay shed, 13 ft. long retaining wall, and a new 144 sq. ft. awning on
posts. The proposed development would have been located approximately 42 feet from the top
of bank of an un-named tributary to Cold Creek. The on-site tributary is a blue-line stream and is
designated ESHA by the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains LUP. The Commission required
development to be located no closer than 100 feet from ESHA, in order to protect the biological
integrity of the ESHA, provide space for transitional vegetated buffer areas, and minimize
human intrusion. In denying this permit, the Commission found that not only did the proposed
equestrian facilities not provide a 100 foot buffer, but that no area on the project site could
provide this buffer, while maintaining the required 50 foot separation from the existing
residence. The Commission found that this development would result in significant disruption to
habitat values in the ESHA and would not maintain the biological productivity and quality of
coastal waters and streams, inconsistent with Sections 30230, 30231 and 30240 of the Coastal
Act, and the applicable policies of the LUP.

C. Standard of Review

The standard of review for the proposed project is the Chapter Three policies of the Coastal Act.
In addition, the policies of the certified Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains Land Use Plan (LUP)
serve as guidance. As noted above, the applicant’s proposal includes a request for after-the-fact
approval for equestrian facilities that were constructed after the January 1, 1977 effectiveness
date of the Coastal Act without benefit of a coastal development permit. In evaluating such
proposals, the Commission considers all development, including existing unpermitted
development, as if it were not already constructed, and considers the condition of the site prior
to any unpermitted development.

D. Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas
Section 30240 states:

(@) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against any
significant disruption of habitat values, and only uses dependent on such
resources shall be allowed within such areas.

(b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas
and parks and recreation areas shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts
which would significantly degrade such areas, and shall be compatible with
the continuance of such habitat areas.

Section 30107.5 of the Coastal Act defines an environmentally sensitive area as:

"Environmentally sensitive area" means any area in which plant or animal life
or their habitats are either rare or especially valuable because of their special
nature or role in an ecosystem and which could be easily disturbed or
degraded by human activities and developments.
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Section 30250(a) of the Coastal Act states, in relevant part:

New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as otherwise
provided in this division, shall be located within, contiguous with, or in close
proximity to, existing developed areas able to accommodate it or, where such
areas are not able to accommodate it, in other areas with adequate public
services and where it will not have significant adverse effects, either
individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources.

In addition, the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains LUP provides policy guidance regarding the
protection of environmentally sensitive habitats. The Coastal Commission has relied upon the
following policies as guidance in its review of development proposals in the Santa Monica
Mountains:

P57 Designate the following areas as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas
(ESHAS): (a) those shown on the Sensitive Environmental Resources Map
(Figure 6), and (b) any undesignated areas which meet the criteria and which
are identified through the biotic review process or other means, including
those oak woodlands and other areas identified by the Department of Fish
and Game as being appropriate for ESHA designation.

P63 Uses shall be permitted in ESHAs, DSRs, Significant Watersheds, and
Significant Oak Woodlands, and Wildlife Corridors in accordance with Table
| and all other policies of this LCP.

P68 Environmentally sensitive habitat areas (ESHAS) shall be protected against
significant disruption of habitat values, and only uses dependent on such
resources shall be allowed within such areas. Residential use shall not be
considered aresource dependent use.

P69 Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas
(ESHAS) shall be subject to the review of the Environmental Review Board,
shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts which would significantly
degrade such areas, and shall be compatible with the continuance of such
habitat areas.

P74  New development shall be located as close as feasible to existing roadways,
services, and existing development to minimize the effects on sensitive
environmental resources.

P81 To control runoff into coastal waters, wetlands and riparian areas, as
required by Section 30231 of the Coastal Act, the maximum rate of storm
water runoff into such areas from new development should not exceed the
peak level that existed prior to development.

P82 Grading shall be minimized for all new development to ensure the potential
negative effects of runoff and erosion on these resources are minimized.

Table 1 (ESHAS)
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Permitted uses within the habitat area: Resource-dependent uses such as
nature observation, research/education, passive recreation including hiking
and horseback riding.

The following standards are established for development in sensitive
environmental resource areas. Development proposals consistent with
these standards shall be subject to normal review procedures. Variations
from these standards will be considered on an individual basis according to
their potential environmental effects as determined by the Environmental
Review Board.

*Land alteration and vegetation removal, including brushing, shall be
prohibited within undisturbed riparian woodlands, oak woodlands, and any
areas designated as ESHAs by this LCP, except that controlled burns and
trails or roads constructed for providing access to recreational areas may
be permitted consistent with other policies of the LCP.

*Trails or roads permitted for recreation shall be constructed to minimize
grading and runoff. A drainage control plan shall be implemented.

*Streambeds in designated ESHAs shall not be altered except where
consistent with Section 30236 of the Coastal Act. Road crossings shall be
minimized, and where crossings are considered necessary, should be
accomplished by bridging. Tree removal to accommodate the bridge should
be minimized.

*A minimum setback of 100 feet from the outer limit of the pre-existing
riparian tree canopy shall be required for any structure associated with a
permitted use within or adjacent to an Environmentally Sensitive Habitat
Area.

*Structures shall be located in proximity to existing roadways, services and
other development to minimize the impacts on the habitat. Approval of
development shall be subject to review by the Environmental Review Board.

Section 30250 of the Coastal Act requires that development be located to ensure that significant
adverse impacts, both individual and cumulative, be avoided. In addition, Section 30240 of the
Coastal Act states that environmentally sensitive habitat areas must be protected against

disruption of habitat values.

Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Determination

Pursuant to Section 30107.5, in order to determine whether an area constitutes an ESHA, and
is therefore subject to the protections of Section 30240, the Commission must ask four

guestions:

1) What is the area of analysis?
2) Is there a rare habitat or species in the subject area?
3) Is there an especially valuable habitat or species in the area, based on:

a) Does any habitat or species present have a special nature?
b) Does any habitat or species present have a special role in the ecosystem?

4) Is any habitat or species that has met test 2 or 3 (i.e., that is rare or especially

valuable) easily disturbed or degraded by human activities and developments?
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The Coastal Commission has found that the Mediterranean Ecosystem in the Santa Mountains
is itself rare, as well as being especially valuable, because of its relatively pristine character,
physical complexity, and resultant biological diversity. The Commission further finds that
because of the rare and special nature of the Santa Monica Mountains ecosystem, the
ecosystem roles of substantially intact areas of the constituent plant communities discussed
below are “especially valuable” under the Coastal Act. Therefore, the habitat areas discussed
below, which provide important roles in that ecosystem, are especially valuable because of that
role and meet the second criterion for the ESHA designation. The subject site contains several
habitat types that are part of the Santa Monica Mountains Mediterranean Ecosystem, including
riparian woodland, oak woodland, and chaparral.

Woodlands that are native to the Santa Monica Mountains, such as oak woodlands and riparian
woodlands, have many important and special roles in the ecosystem. Native trees prevent the
erosion of hillsides and stream banks, moderate water temperatures in streams through
shading, provide food and habitat, including nesting, roosting, and burrowing to a wide variety of
wildlife species, contribute nutrients to watersheds, and are important scenic elements in the
landscape.

In the Santa Monica Mountains, riparian woodland contains the greatest overall diversity of all
the plant communities in the area, partly because of its multi-layered vegetation.? At least four
types of riparian communities are discernable in the Santa Monica Mountains: walnut riparian
areas, mulefat-dominated riparian areas, willow riparian areas and sycamore riparian
woodlands. Of these, the sycamore riparian woodland is the most diverse riparian community in
the area. In these habitats, the dominant plant species include arroyo willow, California black
walnut, sycamore, coast live oak, Mexican elderberry, California bay laurel, and mule fat.
Wildlife species that have been observed in this community include least Bell's vireo (a State
and federally listed species), American goldfinches, black phoebes, warbling vireos, bank
swallows (State listed threatened species), song sparrows, belted kingfishers, raccoons, and
California and Pacific tree frogs.

Riparian communities are the most species-rich to be found in the Santa Monica Mountains.
Because of their multi-layered vegetation, available water supply, vegetative cover and
adjacency to shrubland habitats, they are attractive to many native wildlife species, and provide
essential functions in their lifecycles®. During the long dry summers in this Mediterranean
climate, these communities are an essential refuge and oasis for much of the areas’ wildlife.

Riparian habitats and their associated streams form important connecting links in the Santa
Monica Mountains. These habitats connect all of the biological communities from the highest
elevation chaparral to the sea with a unidirectional flowing water system, one function of which
is to carry nutrients through the ecosystem to the benefit of many different species along the
way.

The streams themselves provide refuge for sensitive species including: the coast range newt,
the Pacific pond turtle, and the steelhead trout. The coast range newt and the Pacific pond

% National Park Service. 2000. Draft: General Management Plan & Environmental Impact Statement, Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Area, US Dept. of Interior, National Park Service, December 2000.

% Walter, Hartmut. Bird use of Mediterranean habitats in the Santa Monica Mountains, Coastal Commission
Workshop on the Significance of Native Habitats in the Santa Monica Mountains. CCC Hearing, June 13, 2002,
Queen Mary Hotel.
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turtle are California Species of Special Concern and are proposed for federal listing?, and the
steelhead trout is federally endangered. The health of the streams is dependent on the
ecological functions provided by the associated riparian woodlands. These functions include
the provision of large woody debris for habitat, shading that controls water temperature, and
input of leaves that provide the foundation of the stream-based trophic structure.

The importance of the connectivity between riparian areas and adjacent habitats is illustrated by
the Pacific pond turtle and the coast range newt, both of which are sensitive and both of which
require this connectivity for their survival. The life history of the Pacific pond turtle demonstrates
the importance of riparian areas and their associated watersheds for this species. These turtles
require the stream habitat during the wet season. However, recent radio tracking work® has
found that although the Pacific pond turtle spends the wet season in streams, it also requires
upland habitat for refuge during the dry season. Thus, in coastal southern California, the Pacific
pond turtle requires both streams and intact adjacent upland habitats such as coastal sage
scrub, woodlands or chaparral as part of their normal life cycle. The turtles spend about four
months of the year in upland refuge sites located an average distance of 50 m (but up to 280 m)
from the edge of the creek bed. Similarly, nesting sites where the females lay eggs are also
located in upland habitats an average of 30 m (but up to 170 m) from the creek. Occasionally,
these turtles move up to 2 miles across upland habitat®. Like many species, the pond turtle
requires both stream habitats and the upland habitats of the watershed to complete its normal
annual cycle of behavior. Similarly, the coast range newt has been observed to travel hundreds
of meters into upland habitat and spend about ten months of the year far from the riparian
streambed’. They return to the stream to breed in the wet season, and they are therefore
another species that requires both riparian habitat and adjacent uplands for their survival.

Riparian habitats in California have suffered serious losses and such habitats in southern
California are currently very rare and seriously threatened. In 1989, Faber estimated that 95-
97% of riparian habitat in southern California was already lost®. Writing at the same time as
Faber, Bowler asserted that, “[t|here is no question that riparian habitat in southern California is
endangered.” In the intervening 13 years, there have been continuing losses of the small
amount of riparian woodlands that remain. Today these habitats are, along with native
grasslands and wetlands, among the most threatened in California.

In addition to direct habitat loss, streams and riparian areas have been degraded by the effects
of development. For example, the coast range newt, a California Species of Special Concern
has suffered a variety of impacts from human-related disturbances®. Human-caused increased
fire frequency has resulted in increased sedimentation rates, which exacerbates the

* USFWS. 1989. Endangered and threatened wildlife and plants; animal notice of review. Fed. Reg. 54:554-579.
USFWS. 1993. Endangered and threatened wildlife and plants; notice of 1-year petition finding on the western pond
turtle. Fed. Reg. 58:42717-42718.

® Rathbun, G.B., N.J. Scott and T.G. Murphy. 2002. Terrestrial habitat use by Pacific pond turtle in a Mediterranean
climate. Southwestern Naturalist. (in Press).

8 Testimony by R. Dagit, Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains at the CCC Habitat
Workshop on June 13, 2002.

7 Dr, Lee Kats, Pepperdine University, personal communication to Dr J. Allen, CCC.

8 Faber, P.A., E, Keller, A. Sands and B.M. Massey. 1989. The ecology of riparian habitats of the southern California
coastal region: a community profile. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Biological Report 85(7.27) 152pp.

° Bowler, P.A. 1989. Riparian woodland: An endangered habitat in southern California. Pp 80-97 in Schoenherr, A.A.
ged.) Endangered plant communities of southern California. Botanists Special Publication No. 3.

® Gamradt, S.C., L.B. Kats and C.B. Anzalone. 1997. Aggression by non-native crayfish deters breeding in California
newts. Conservation Biology 11(3):793-796.
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cannibalistic predation of adult newts on the larval stages.’* In addition, impacts from non-
native species of crayfish and mosquito fish have also been documented. When these non-
native predators are introduced, native prey organisms are exposed to new mortality pressures
for which they are not adapted. Coast range newts that breed in the Santa Monica Mountain
streams do not appear to have adaptations that permit co-occurrence with introduced mosquito
fish and crayfish'®>. These introduced predators have eliminated the newts from streams where
they previously occurred by both direct predation and suppression of breeding.

More recently, surveys conducted in Spring 2006 found the invasive New Zealand mud shail
(Potamopyrgus atipodarum) in the Malibu Creek watershed. The tiny snails reproduce rapidly
and can achieve densities of up to 500,000 organisms per square meter. Because of their
massive density and quantity, the New Zealand mud snail can out-compete and reduce the
number of native aquatic invertebrates that the watershed's fish and amphibians rely on for
food. This reduction in aquatic invertebrate food supply can disrupt the entire food web with
dramatic consequences.

Therefore, because of the essential role that riparian plant communities play in maintaining the
biodiversity of the Santa Monica Mountains, because of the historical losses and current rarity of
these habitats in southern California, and because of their extreme sensitivity to disturbance,
the native riparian habitats in the Santa Monica Mountains generally meet the definition of
ESHA under the Coastal Act, as detailed in Exhibit 16.

Additionally, the important ecosystem functions of oak woodlands and savanna are widely
recognized®. These habitats support a high diversity of birds'*, and provide refuge for many
species of sensitive bats'®. Typical wildlife in this habitat includes acorn woodpeckers, scrub
jays, plain titmice, northern flickers, cooper’s hawks, western screech owls, mule deer, gray
foxes, ground squirrels, jackrabbits and several species of sensitive bats. Oak woodlands
adjacent to grasslands, such as on the subject site, provide valuable perching opportunities for
birds of prey who forage in the grasslands. Therefore, because of their important ecosystem
functions and vulnerability to development, the Commission finds that oak woodlands and
savanna within the Santa Monica Mountains generally meet the definition of ESHA under the
Coastal Act.

Further, In the Santa Monica Mountains, coastal sage scrub and chaparral have many important
roles in the ecosystem, including the provision of critical linkages between riparian corridors, the
provision of essential habitat for species that require several habitat types during the course of
their life histories, the provision of essential habitat for local endemics, the support of rare
species, and the reduction of erosion, thereby protecting the water quality of coastal streams.

1 Kerby, L.J., and L.B. Kats. 1998. Modified interactions between salamander life stages caused by wildfire-induced
sedimentation. Ecology 79(2):740-745.

12 Gamradt, S.C. and L.B. Kats. 1996. Effect of introduced crayfish and mosquitofish on California newts.
Conservation Biology 10(4):1155-1162.

13 Block, W.M., M.L. Morrison, and J. Verner. 1990. Wildlife and oak-woodland interdependency. Fremontia 18(3):72—
76. Pavlik, B.M., P.C. Muick, S. Johnson, and M. Popper. 1991. Oaks of California. Cachuma Press and California
Oak Foundation, Los Olivos, California. 184 pp.

14 Cody, M.L. 1977. Birds. Pp. 223-231 in Thrower, N.J.W., and D.E. Bradbury (eds.). Chile-California Mediterranean
scrub atlas. US/IBP Synthesis Series 2. Dowden, Hutchinson & Ross, Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania. National Park
Service. 1993. A checklist of the birds of the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area. Southwest Parks
and Monuments Assoc., 221 N. Court, Tucson, AZ. 85701

15 Miner, K.L., and D.C. Stokes. 2000. Status, conservation issues, and research needs for bats in the south coast
bioregion. Paper presented at Planning for biodiversity: bringing research and management together, February 29,
California State University, Pomona, California.
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For these and other reasons discussed in Exhibit 16, which is incorporated herein, the
Commission finds that large, contiguous, relatively pristine stands of coastal sage scrub and
chaparral in the Santa Monica Mountains meet the definition of ESHA. This is consistent with
the Commission’s past findings on the Malibu LCP*.

The subject parcel contains varied terrain and habitats. Stokes Canyon Creek, a stream
recognized by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) as an intermittent blue-line stream,
runs in a southwesterly direction through the western half of the parcel. The parcel area east of
the creek consists of mountainous terrain containing chaparral habitat, Coast live oak woodland,
and annual grassland; the parcel area west and south of the creek is level and is the location of
the approximately six-acre proposed equestrian facility that is the subject of this application.
This area was graded and disturbed in the 1950's when Los Angeles County constructed the
60-foot wide Stokes Canyon Road off Mulholland Highway. The road alignment required
channelizing and relocating portions of Stokes Canyon Creek. Particularly, in the area of the
proposed equestrian facility on the subject parcel, the stream channel was relocated from the
area where Stokes Canyon Road is now situated to its present configuration. Although this
reach of Stokes Canyon Creek was significantly altered in the past, the hydrological connections
from the Stokes Canyon watershed to the stream have been maintained and riparian habitat
has been established within and along the banks of the modified stream course, as discussed
further below.

The applicant has submitted two biological reports that discuss the habitats on site (“Biological
Resource Analysis of Proposed ESHA Setback for Malibu Valley Farms Equestrian Center
Improvements,” Frank Hovore & Associates, January 2002, updated October 2004; “Biological
Assessment in Support of Malibu Valley Farms, Inc., Coastal Development Permit Application
No. 4-02-131,” Sapphos Environmental Inc., October 25, 2005). The report by Sapphos
Environmental provides a map that shows the location of the varied habitats on the subject
parcel (Exhibit 26).

Stokes Canyon Creek and its associated riparian canopy is a designated inland environmentally
sensitive habitat area (ESHA) in the certified Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains LUP. The riparian
canopy contains native riparian woodland species including arroyo willow, mulefat and
elderberry. The October 2004 biological report by Frank Hovore & Associates states that the
riparian habitat is not typical of southern riparian scrub habitat. This report states that:

A thin, but relatively well-developed mulefat and willow-dominated riparian
scrub vegetation occupied the bed and bank of the reach of Stokes Creek
passing by and through the facility during surveys. Other woody riparian
species present within the banks of the seasonal creek include a few blue
elderberry, coffeeberry, Indian tobacco, and bush mallow. The hydrophytic
herbaceous component is not well developed, reflecting the ephemeral
hydrology, sandy substrate and episodic scouring flows of the water course.

The report goes on to discuss that no sensitive plant or animal species were identified on the
site even though riparian habitat might be expected to support them. Of course, it should be
noted that these biological surveys were conducted after the unpermitted development had
been in place and the facilities were in operation for over 25 years. There is no discussion in the
report regarding the likely effects that the ongoing disturbance has had on the stream and

16 Revised Findings for the City of Malibu Local Coastal Program (as adopted on September 13, 2002) adopted on
February 6, 2003.
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riparian habitat or how the riparian habitat in Stokes Creek would be constituted without the
impacts that have resulted. Because the existing development on the site has been determined
to be unpermitted, as discussed above, the Commission must consider the application as
though the development had not occurred and must regard the habitat on the site as though it
had not previously been disturbed by this development. Commission staff, including staff
biologist John Dixon, have observed native vegetation on the site that is typical of riparian
woodlands in the Santa Monica Mountains. Commission staff biologist John Dixon visited the
site on August 22, 2005, and has confirmed that Stokes Creek and its associated riparian
woodland habitat on the site meet the definition of ESHA pursuant to Section 30107.5 of the
Coastal Act. Therefore, the Commission finds the riparian habitat along Stokes Creek on the
project site to be an environmentally sensitive habitat area.

In addition, the hillside east of the creek contains an extensive oak woodland, covering
approximately 10 acres and containing hundreds of trees, that was also confirmed by staff
biologist John Dixon to meet the definition of an environmentally sensitive habitat area (ESHA)
pursuant to Section 30107.5 of the Coastal Act. Additionally, although this area is not shown as
ESHA on the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains Land Use Plan Sensitive Resource Map, there is
a provision detailed under Policy 57 of the Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains LUP for ESHA not
shown as ESHA on the map to be so designated as part of a site specific biotic review or other
means. The Commission finds that, based on the site specific review of the habitats on the
project site by Dr. Dixon, that the oak woodland habitat on the project site is ESHA.

In addition, the hillside in the northeast portion of the property contains chaparral habitat that is
contiguous with a larger area of chaparral and coastal sage scrub habitat that extends several
miles east of the site. Thus the chaparral on the subject site also is considered an
environmentally sensitive habitat area (ESHA) pursuant to Section 30107.5 of the Coastal Act
and the provisions for ESHA designation under Policy 57 of the Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains
LUP.

For all of the reasons discussed above, the Commission finds that Stokes Canyon Creek and its
associated riparian woodland on the subject site, as well as the chaparral and oak woodland
habitats on the subject site, meet the definition of ESHA under the Coastal Act.

Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Protection Policies

Section 30240 requires that “environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against
any significant disruption of habitat values, and only uses dependent on those resources shall
be allowed within those areas.” Section 30240(b) requires development adjacent to ESHA to be
sited and designed to prevent impacts that would significantly degrade ESHA, and to be
compatible with the continuance of adjacent ESHA.

Additionally, the Los Angeles County certified Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains Land Use Plan
(LUP) contains policies that require the protection of streams and environmentally sensitive
habitat areas. While the County does not have a fully certified Local Coastal Plan, and the
standard of review for Commission decisions on coastal developments in the Santa Monica
Mountains is the Coastal Act, the Commission has used the policies of the LUP as guidance.
The Table 1 (ESHA) development standards and stream protection policies of the certified
Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains LUP limit uses adjacent to ESHA to permitted uses that are set
back a minimum of 100 feet, and that are consistent with appropriate erosion control and stream
protection policies, as well as any other LUP Policy. Table 1 also requires that a minimum 100-
foot setback be provided from the ESHA for structures associated with a permitted use and that
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this setback is measured from the outer edge of the riparian canopy. Table 1 identifies
horseback riding as an allowable resource-dependent use in ESHA. Recreational trails are
allowed where constructed to minimize grading and runoff and where a drainage control plan is
implemented. Table 1 allows stream crossings in ESHA where necessary, although it provides
that they should be accomplished by installation of a bridge. Table 1 also indicates that
variations from such development standards will be considered on an individual basis according
to _their potential environmental effects as determined by the County’s Environmental Review
Board.

Analysis of Project Impacts

The applicant requests after-the-fact approval for construction of an approximately six-acre
equestrian facility, including two riding arenas, fencing, a dirt access road with at-grade crossing
through Stokes Creek, corrals, paddock, shelters, tack rooms, barn, and similar structures, as
described fully in Section A. above. The proposed project also includes removal of 32 pipe
corrals, and several covered corrals, cross-tie areas, storage containers, and tack rooms. In
addition, the proposed project includes reduction in the size of the fenced paddock area and
construction of four covered pipe barns, two shelters, three tack rooms, and two manure storage
areas as also detailed in Section A. above. Finally, the applicant proposes storm water pollution
control measures, streambank stabilization, and riparian restoration.

Although the applicant has not provided information regarding the maximum number of horses
that it proposes to maintain on the site, the March 2005 Draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) that was prepared for the nearby Malibu Valley Inn and Spa project (that was to have
been developed by the applicant) estimates that an average of 50 horses were stabled on the
project site at that time. Based on the proposed new and as-built facilities used for horse
breeding, raising, training, stabling, exercising, boarding and rehabilitation of horses, staff
estimates that the project will provide stalls for approximately 76 horses.

The proposed equestrian facility can be divided into two areas: the northern area, on which the
applicant proposes four 2,660 sq. ft. covered pipe barns, two 576 sq. ft. shelters, three 96 sq. ft.
tack rooms, one manure storage area, and an approximately 45,000 sq. ft. riding arena; and the
southern area, located south of Stokes Creek, between the stream and Mulholland Highway, on
which the applicant proposes a 576 sq. ft. shelter, 1,440 sq. ft. barn, 2,660 sq. ft. mare motel,
one manure storage area, an approximately 2,000 sq. ft. parking lot, approximately 24,000 sq.
ft. riding arena, and approximately 15,000 sq. ft. fenced paddock. In addition, the northern and
southern portions of the facility will be linked by an as-built dirt access road with at-grade
crossing through Stokes Creek; the road crosses the creek at the northern riding arena, and
then runs parallel to the paddock and smaller arena in the southern portion of the property. A
second existing at-grade dirt creek crossing, to be retained as part of the proposed project, runs
from the southwest corner of the northern arena to the stable area in the southern portion of the
property. Lastly, the proposed project includes livestock fencing enclosing the approximately 23-
acre hillside area of the property east of Stokes Creek.

The proposed new and as-built facilities provide a setback of 50 feet from the top of bank of
Stokes Canyon Creek. However-the-The Table 1 development standards and stream protection
policies of the certified Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains LUP, which the Commission uses as
guidance, generally require that structures adjacent to ESHA be set back a minimum of 100 feet
from the outer edge of the riparian tree canopy, not the top of the bank of whatever stream
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When proeperly measured from the outer edge of the riparian canopy, portions of the proposed
equestrian facilities do not even meet a 50-foot setback. The proposed pipe barns and
associated development in the northern portion of the property are approximately 30 feet from
the edge of the riparian canopy at its closest point. The proposed arena in the northern portion
of the property is located as close as 30 feet from the riparian tree canopy. In the southern
portion of the site, the proposed development is located as close as 10 feet from the edge of the
riparian vegetation canopy. Portions of the dirt access road network that encircles all of the
proposed structures and arenas on the site are situated immediately adjacent to the edge of the

riparian canopy (Exhlblt 23). W@
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However—the The LUP indicates that variations from saeh development standards regarding

buffers will be considered on an individual basis according to their potential environmental
effects as determlned by the Countv Enwronmental Review Board (ERB) ;h%@@%%

consistent with the LUP and recommended approval of the project with suggested modifications
to limit _night lighting and address erosion issues on the site. The ERB did not find that

increased setbacks were necessary in order to protect the riparian canopy and stream. _In any
he LUP serv idan nly and it is the Ch r lici f th [ A

The development that is proposed to be located within the riparian corridor, as conditioned, is

consistent with _Section 30240(a) and the ESHA protection policies of the LUP. Equestrian
trails, including stream crossings, are resource dependent uses. The stream crossings have
been designed to minimize runoff and include drainage control features. Although the LUP calls
for stream crossings to be accomplished by bridges, it does allow the ERB to allow exceptions.
Here, the ERB approved the crossings, finding that they were consistent with the LUP’s
resource protection policies. The livestock fencing in the upland areas does not significantly
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disrupt habitat values. The Commission finds that with these features and implementation of
the Malibu Valley Farms Comprehensive Management Plan, as required by Special Condition
No. 1, the proposed development is a resource-dependent use and that it avoids significant
disruption of habitat values.

Section 30240(b) requires development in areas adjacent to ESHA to be sited and designed to
prevent impacts that would significantly degrade such areas, and to be compatible with the
continuance of such habitat areas. Section 30231 and 30240(b) require maintenance of natural

vegetation buffer areas that protect riparian habitats. The Table 1 development standards and
stream protection policies of the certified Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains LUP, which the
Commission uses as guidance, generally limits uses adjacent to ESHA to permitted uses that
are set back a minimum of 100 feet, and that are consistent with appropriate erosion control and
stream protection policies, as well as any other LUP Policy. The LUP provides that the 100-foot
setback from the ESHA is measured from the outer edge of the riparian canopy, although_there
is also a provision for variations from this development standard to be considered on an
individual basis by the ERB according to a project’s potential environmental effects. Further; In
past permit actions in the Santa Monica Mountains, the Commission has consistently required
development to be located no closer than 100 feet from ESHA, in order to protect the biological
integrity of the ESHA, provide space for transitional vegetated buffer areas, and minimize
human intrusion. The Commission’s recent actions with respect to equestrian facilities in the
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Santa Monica Mountains have addressed facilities associated with private residences, rather
than equestrian facilities such as this that serve the public. In addition, in other areas, the
Commission has previously approved a narrower riparian buffer [CDP 6-04-029 (22" Ag.
District)]. In the case of the proposed project, the applicant proposes to set back the majority of
the proposed development 50 feet from the top of stream bank. The applicant also proposes to
remove_existing structures that are located closest to the riparian areas, install approximately
1,400 linear feet of vegetative swales and a retention basin between development and the
creek, restore 0.5-acres of disturbed riparian vegetation, and implement the “Malibu Valley
Farms Comprehensive Management Plan” that includes construction and operational Best
Management Practices. These proposed improvements will reduce or mitigate adverse impacts
to riparian_habitat and water quality as a result of the project and reduced buffer area. The
Commission finds that although the proposed project provides a less than 100 foot buffer
between development and riparian vegetation, incorporation of proposed measures to enhance
the habitat value of the on-site riparian corridor will serve to minimize adverse impacts from
noise, activity, human intrusion, equine intrusion, erosion, and runoff to the on-site ESHA,
consistent with Table 1 of the LUP. Thus, the proposed project would maintain an adequate
natural vegetation buffer area and not significantly degrade the on-site riparian or oak woodland
ESHA.

In_order to ensure that the applicant's proposed “Malibu Valley Farms Comprehensive
Management Plan” for the facility is implemented, Special Condition No. One (1) is required.
Special Condition One (1) requires the applicant to provide an independent monitoring report to
the Executive Director, prepared by a qualified environmental specialist, one year after
implementation of the Malibu Valley Farms Comprehensive Management Plan, and again five
years after implementation of the Plan. The monitoring report shall certify that the plan has been
implemented and plan elements are operational in_conformance with the approved plan. If a
monitoring report indicates that any plan elements are not operational or in_conformance with
the approved plan, the applicant, or successors in_interest, shall submit a revised or
supplemental management plan for the review and approval of the Executive Director. The
revised plan must specify measures to remediate those portions of the original plan that have
failed or are not in conformance with the original approved plan.

In_addition, the applicant proposes an agricultural easement across the eastern portion of the
property that is in the coastal zone (as shown on Exhibit 29). This eastern portion of the
property (east of Stokes Creek) consists of approximately 10 acres that contain an extensive
oak woodland and chaparral/annual grassland habitat that was confirmed by staff biologist John
Dixon to meet the definition of an environmentally sensitive habitat area (ESHA) pursuant to
Section 30107.5 of the Coastal Act. The area is currently bound by livestock fencing, which the
applicant _proposes to retain as part of the proposed project. In order to implement the
applicant’s proposal to record an offer-to-dedicate an agricultural easement to maintain this area
as open space, Special Condition No. Four (4) has been imposed.

For the reasons discussed above, the Commission finds that, as conditioned, the proposed
project is consistent with Section 30240 of the Coastal Act and the applicable policies of the
Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains Land Use Plan, which the Commission uses as guidance.
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In addition, some of the proposed development is located within the protected zones of
individual oak trees in the equestrian area. Specifically, fencing, as well as a cleared area
surrounding the arena, is within the protected zone of a mature oak tree adjacent to Stokes
Canyon Road in the northern portion of the property. In addition, the access road, fencing, and
paddock are within the protected zones of three oak trees in the southern portion of the
property, southeast of Stokes Creek (Exhibit 27).
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The Commission finds that native oak trees are an important coastal resource. Native trees
prevent the erosion of hillsides and stream banks, moderate water temperatures in streams
through shading, provide food and habitat, including nesting, roosting, and burrowing to a wide
variety of wildlife. The individual oak trees on the subject site (i.e., those that are not part of the
oak woodland that is located to the east of Stokes Canyon Creek) provide habitat for wildlife and
are an important part of the character and scenic quality of the area. Therefore, even the oak
trees on the subject site that are not part of an oak woodland ESHA are still an important
coastal resource that is protected by Coastal Act Section 30250.

Oak trees are a part of the California native plant community and need special attention to
maintain and protect their health. Oak trees in residentially landscaped areas often suffer
decline and early death due to conditions that are preventable. Damage can often take years
to become evident and by the time the tree shows obvious signs of disease it is usually too late
to restore the health of the tree. Oak trees provide important habitat and shading for other
animal species, such as deer and bees. Oak trees are very long lived, some up to 250 years
old, relatively slow growing becoming large trees between 30 to 70 feet high, and are sensitive
to surrounding land uses, grading or excavation at or near the roots and irrigation of the root
area particularly during the summer dormancy. Improper watering, especially during the hot
summer months when the tree is dormant and disturbance to root areas are the most common
causes of tree loss.

The publication entitled “Oak Trees: Care and Maintenance,” prepared by the Los Angeles
County Department of Forester and Fire Warden, states:

Oak trees in the residential landscape often suffer decline and early death
due to conditions that are easily preventable. Damage can often take years
to become evident, and by the time the tree shows obvious signs of
disease it is usually too late to help. Improper watering...and disturbance
to root areas are most often the causes.

That publication goes on to state:

Oaks are easily damaged and very sensitive to disturbances that occur to
the tree or in the surrounding environment. The root system is extensive
but surprisingly shallow, radiating out as much as 50 feet beyond the
spread of the tree leaves, or canopy. The ground area at the outside edge
of the canopy, referred to as the dripline, is especially important: the tree
obtains most of its surface water and nutrients here, as well as conducts
an important exchange of air and other gases....The roots depend on an
important exchange of both water and air through the soil within the
protected zone. Any kind of activity which compacts the soil in this area
blocks this exchange and can have serious long term negative effects on
the trees....

In recognition of the sensitive nature of oak trees to human disturbance and to increase
protection of these sensitive resources, the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance defines
the “protected zone” around an oak tree as follows:

The Protected Zone shall mean that area within the dripline of an oak tree and
extending therefrom to a point at least 5 feet outside the dripline or 15 feet from
the trunk, whichever distance is greater.
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Equestrian traffic has been found to compact soils and can have detrimental impacts on those
oak trees whose driplines are located in or adjacent to equestrian facilities. In regards to a horse
facility in the Santa Monica Mountains, Doug McCreary, Program Manager for the University of
California Cooperative Extension Integrated Hardwood Range Management Program states:

“...my observations are that horses are the worst in causing compaction in a
confined situation. Six horses over 2 acres seems like an extremely high density
to me (here at the SFREC we have about one cow per 20 acres) and | would
guess that after a year, there would be little or no ground vegetation left in the
pasture and there would be a risk of heavy compaction during wet periods.”

In addition, the Commission finds that, in the case of soil compaction, it can frequently take
many years before damage to oak trees becomes apparent.

In this case, through implementation of the Malibu Valley Farms Comprehensive Management
Plan, the Commission finds that the proposed development will not result in significant adverse
impacts, either individual or cumulatlve to the oak trees on site, as requwed by Sectlon 30250 of
the Coastal Act :

Project Alternatives

Alternatives must be considered to determine if there is an alternative project that would lessen
or avoid the significant environmental impacts to ESHA to such an extent that it would be
consistent with the ESHA protection policies listed above. An alternative is a description of
another activity or project that responds to the major environmental impacts of the project
identified through the Commission’s analysis. Project alternatives can fall into one of two
categories: 1) on-site alternatives, which generally consist of different uses of the land under
consideration, or different siting or design of the proposed development; and 2) off-site
alternatives, which usually involve similar uses at different locations. In this case, as discussed
above, the proposed development has been designed and conditioned to avoid significant
effects to ESHA. Although the alternatives described below would provide different ways to
avoid adverse effects, they would disrupt and constrain the existing equestrian operation, which
prowdes |mportant recreatlonal access, and fire safetv beneflts Ln—thls—ease—as—dlseusseel—m

There are on-site siting and design alternatives to the proposed project that would be consistent
with Section 30240 of the Coastal Act and the applicable policies of the LUP, but —Altheugh
application of the 100-foot setback significantly reduces the amount of area available for
development on the lower portion of the property. it It does allow for two areas — an
approximately 40,000 sq. ft area adjacent to Stokes Canyon Road in the central portion of the
property, and an approximately 20,000 sg. ft. area in the southern portion of the property,
adjacent to Mulholland Highway — to be used for development (Exhibit 24). These areas could
accommodate the majority of the proposed structural development, including the covered
corrals, barns, tack rooms, mare motel, storage buildings, shelters and other buildings, although
they could not accommodate the riding arenas as well. However, there are already additional
equestrian facilities existing on the site, including two riding rings, in the far northern portion of
the property, which is outside of the Coastal Zone. This alternative would constrain the facility’s
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equestrian operations and limit its recreational and other benefits. Another feasible alternative
would be the construction of a single-family residence in the approximately 40,000 sqg. ft. area
adjacent to Stokes Canyon Road which would provide a reasonable economic use of the
property, but would result in the elimination of the equestrian facility and the various benefits it
provides to coastal resources, including recreation, access, and fire safety.

There are also potential siting alternatives off-site. Brian Boudreau, president of Malibu Valley
Farms, Inc., also owns several other parcels in the project vicinity that appear to contain suitable
areas for low-intensity equestrian facility use and are not located in or adjacent to a stream
course (Exhibit 25). The parcel to the north, APN 4455-043-007, is owned by Malibu Canyon
LP (whose president is Brian Boudreau). While this parcel is also bisected by Stokes Creek,
there appear to be areas on the property that are level and can provide a 100 setback from the
riparian canopy. Another parcel, APN 4455-028-045, located to the south of the subject parcel,
is owned by Robert Levin, a partner of Mr. Boudreau. This parcel contains a flat strip of land
adjacent to Mulholland Highway and the subject parcel that appears suitable for equestrian-
related development. Additionally, there are a few parcels (APN 4455-028-094, -093, and -096)
located on the west side of Stokes Canyon Road that are also controlled by Mr. Boudreau
(Malibu Canyon LP) and appear to already be in agricultural use. These parcels also contain
level areas that appear appropriate for low-intensity equestrian-related facilities. Although the
Commission cannot conclusively state what sort of development would be approvable, or
approved, on a given site until it is presented with all of the necessary information, there appear
to be ample opportunities in the immediate vicinity for development along the lines of what is
currently proposed. However, requiring relocation of the facility to these alternative sites would
significantly disrupt and constrain the benefits it provides in terms of recreation, access, and fire

safety.

In sum, feasible alternatives exist, both on-site and off-site, to accommodate low-intensity
equestrian facilities while providing at least a 100-foot setback from streams and avoiding or
minimizing impacts to sensitive coastal resources. However, as described above, the
Commission finds that the proposed project, as conditioned, is consistent with Sections 30240
and 30250 of the Coastal Act and avoids significant impacts to coastal resources. As such, the
Commission does not find it necessary to require the applicant to implement any project
alternative in order to minimize environmental impacts.

E. Water Quality and Stream Resources

Section 30231 of the Coastal Act states:

The biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams,
wetlands, estuaries, and lakes appropriate to maintain optimum
populations of marine organisms and for the protection of human health
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shall be maintained and, where feasible, restored through, among other
means, minimizing adverse effects of waste water discharges and
entrainment, controlling runoff, preventing depletion of ground water
supplies and substantial interference with surface water flow, encouraging
waste water reclamation, maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas that
protect riparian habitats, and minimizing alteration of natural streams.

Section 30236 of the Coastal Act states:

Channelizations, dams, or other substantial alterations of rivers and
streams shall incorporate the best mitigation measures feasible, and be
limited to () necessary water supply projects, (2) flood control projects
where no other method for protecting existing structures in the floodplain
is feasible and where such protection is necessary for public safety or to
protect existing development, or (3) developments where the primary
function is the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat.

In addition, the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains LUP provides policy guidance regarding the
protection of water quality and marine resources. The Coastal Commission has relied upon the
following policies as guidance in its review of development proposals in the Santa Monica
Mountains:

P76 In accordance with Section 30236 of the Coastal Act, channelizations, dams,
or other substantial alterations of stream courses shown as blue line
streams on the latest available USGS map should incorporate the best
mitigation measures feasible, and be limited to 1) necessary water supply
projects, 2) flood control projects that are necessary to protect public safety
or existing structures, and 3) developments where the primary purpose is
the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat.

P78 Stream road crossings shall be undertaken by the least environmentally
damaging feasible method. Road crossings of streams should be
accomplished by bridging, unless other methods are determined by the ERB
to be less damaging. Bridge columns shall be located outside stream
courses, if feasible. Road crossings of streams within ESHAs designated
by the LCP may be allowed as a conditional use for the purpose of providing
access to recreational areas open to the public or homesites located outside
the ESHA where there is no feasible alternative for providing access.

P81 To control runoff into coastal waters, wetlands and riparian areas, as
required by Section 30231 of the Coastal Act, the maximum rate of storm
water runoff into such areas from new development should not exceed the
peak level that existed prior to development.

P82 Grading shall be minimized for all new development to ensure the potential
negative effects of runoff and erosion on these resources are minimized.

P86 A drainage control system, including on-site retention or detention where
appropriate, shall be incorporated into the site design of new developments
to minimize the effects of runoff and erosion. Runoff control systems shall
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be designed to prevent any increase in site runoff over pre-existing peak
flows. Impacts on downstream sensitive riparian habitats must be mitigated.

P96 Degradation of the water quality of groundwater basins, nearby streams, or
wetlands shall not result from development of the site. Pollutants, such as
chemicals, fuels, lubricants, raw sewage, and other harmful waste shall not
be discharged into or alongside coastal streams or wetlands.

T1 Permitted uses within the habitat area: Resource-dependent uses such as
nature observation, research/education, passive recreation including hiking
and horseback riding.

The following standards are established for development in sensitive
environmental resource areas. Development proposals consistent with
these standards shall be subject to normal review procedures. Variations
from these standards will be considered on an individual basis according to
their potential environmental effects as determined by the Environmental
Review Board.

*A minimum setback of 100 feet from the outer limit of the pre-existing
riparian tree canopy shall be required for any structure associated with a
permitted use within or adjacent to an Environmentally Sensitive Habitat
Area.

Non-point source pollution is the pollution of coastal waters (including streams and underground
water systems), by sources that do not discharge from a discernible, confined, discrete
conveyance point, such as a pipe outfall. Non-point source pollutants include suspended solids,
coliform bacteria and nutrients. These pollutants can originate from many different sources such
as overflow septic systems, storm drains, runoff from roadways, driveways, rooftops and horse
facilities.

Confined animal facilities are one of the most recognized sources of non-point source pollutants
since these types of developments are cleared of vegetation and have concentrated sources of
animal wastes that are rarely channeled into any sort of sewage conveyance system. Use of
horse corrals generates horse wastes, which includes manure, urine, waste feed, and straw,
shavings and/or dirt bedding, which can be significant contributors to pollution. In addition,
horse wastes contain organic matter, nutrients such as phosphorous and nitrogen, as well as
microbial pathogens such as coliform bacteria which can cause eutrophication and a decrease
in oxygen levels resulting in clouding, algae blooms, and other impacts adversely affecting the
biological productivity of coastal waters. Other contaminants in runoff from horse facilities can
include pesticide residues (fly sprays and wormers), herbicide residues, and chemicals from

soaps and other horse-care products ww

When the pollutants are swept into coastal waters by storm water or other means, they can
cause adverse cumulative impacts such as: eutrophication and anoxic conditions resulting in
fish kills and diseases and the alteration of aquatic habitat, including adverse changes to
species composition and size; excess nutrients causing algae blooms and sedimentation
increasing turbidity, which both reduce the penetration of sunlight needed by aquatic vegetation
that provide food and cover for aquatic species; disruptions to the reproductive cycle of aquatic
species; acute and sublethal toxicity in aquatic organisms leading to adverse changes in
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reproduction and feeding behavior; and human diseases such as hepatitis and dysentery.
These impacts reduce the biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams,
wetlands, estuaries, and lakes, reduce optimum populations of aquatic organisms, and can

have adverse impacts on human health. W

These types of pollutants are particularly significant here since Stokes Creek has been placed
on the State of California’s list of impaired water bodies (Clean Water Act 303(d) list) in both
2002 and 2006, due to its high coliform count. As noted above, the subject development is
located on Stokes Creek, approximately one mile from its outlet into Las Virgenes Creek.
Stokes Creek enters Las Virgenes Creek just above the latter stream’s confluence with Malibu
Creek, in Malibu Creek State Park. Las Virgenes Creek and Malibu Creek are also listed as
impaired water bodies (Clean Water Act 303(d) list) by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality
Control Board (LARWQCB). Malibu Creek outlets into Malibu Lagoon and Surfrider Beach,
which is consistently one of the most polluted beaches within the Santa Monica Bay'®. The
LARWQCB has developed a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for bacteria in the Malibu
Creek Watershed, including Stokes Creek, which took effect January 24, 2006. This TMDL
states? “Manure produced by horses, cattle, sheep, goats, birds and other wildlife in the Malibu
Creek Watershed are sources of both nutrients and coliforms.” The Draft Implementation Plan
for this TMDL is currently being reviewed by the LARWQCB, and includes provisions to reduce
horse facility-related pollutants from entering the watershed. Therefore, the potential discharge
of additional pollutants into Stokes Creek detracts from the efforts being made by LARWQCB to
restore this water body and further degrades an already impaired stream, in contravention of the

mandates of Section 30231 of the Coastal Act [ggggigrg, rg grggg Igg ;Igg gggggggg

In addition, Stokes Canyon Creek’s water quality has also been monitored by Heal the Bay, a
non-profit environmental organization dedicated to research, education, and advocacy for clean
coastal waters in Southern California. Heal the Bay's volunteer water quality monitoring program
(the Stream Team) for the Malibu Creek watershed has a monitoring station located at the
Stokes Creek outlet within Malibu Creek State Park, just downstream from the subject property.
According to a letter to the Commission from Heal the Bay, dated August 4, 2006, regarding
Malibu Valley Farms, Inc. previous permit application (4-02-131), Stokes Creek has periodically
exceeded State freshwater bacterial standards for E. coli (coliform bacteria) and has commonly
had high amounts of algae at the Stokes Creek outlet monitoring station (Exhibit 20). In
addition, Heal the Bay’s Stream Team had documented both hay and horse manure floating in
Stokes Creek at drscharge pornts in the southwest corner of the subject property M
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9 According to Heal the Bay's Beach Report Card: http://www.healthebay.org/brc/gradehistory.asp?beach=10
% Taken from the TMDL Staff report, page 20:
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwgchb4/html/meetings/tmdl/santa_monica/malibu/05_0309/TMDL%20Staff%20Report.pdf
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The applicant requests after-the-fact approval for construction and operation of an
approximately six-acre equestrian facility that includes two riding arenas, fencing, a dirt access
road with two at-grade crossings through Stokes Creek, corrals, paddock, shelters, tack rooms,
barn, and similar structures, as described fully in Section A. above. The proposed project also
includes removal of 32 pipe corrals, and several covered corrals, cross-tie areas, storage
containers, and tack rooms. In addition, the proposed project includes reduction in the size of
the fenced paddock and construction of four covered pipe barns, two shelters, three tack rooms,
and two manure storage areas as also detailed in Section A. above. The proposed nhew
structures are located farther away from the riparian corridor than the structures they replace.
Although the applicant has not provided information regarding the maximum number of horses
that it proposes to maintain on the site, the March 2005 Draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) that was prepared for the nearby Malibu Valley Inn and Spa project (that was to have
been developed by the applicant) estimates that an average of 50 horses were stabled on the
project site at that time. Based on the proposed new and as-built facilities used for horse
breeding, raising, training, stabling, exercising, boarding and rehabilitation of horses, staff
estimates that the project will provide stalls for approximately 76 horses). Ground cover at the
facility consists of primarily bare soil, with the exception of the paddock in the southern portion
of the property, and lawn areas surrounding the riding arenas.

The proposed equestrian facility is located in and adjacent to Stokes Creek. The proposed pipe
barns and associated development in the northern portion of the property provide a setback of
approximately 30 feet from the edge of the riparian tree canopy around Stokes Creek at its
closest point. The proposed arena in the northern portion of the property is also located
approximately 30 feet from the riparian dripline at its nearest point. In the southern portion of the
site, proposed development is located approximately 10 feet from the riparian tree canopy at its
closest point. In addition, the northern and southern portions of the facility are linked by an
existing dirt access road with at-grade crossing through Stokes Creek, which crosses the creek
at the northern riding arena, and then runs parallel to the paddock and smaller arena in the
southern portion of the property. A second at-grade dirt creek crossing runs from the southwest
corner of the northern arena to the stable area in the southern portion of the property.

Drainage from the site is currently by sheet flow runoff. The applicant has submitted a report
(“Evaluation of Surface Water and Groundwater Quality Impacts Resulting from the Proposed
Equestrian Facility at 2200 Stokes Canyon Road, Calabasas, California,” by Jones & Stokes,
July 3, 2002) indicating that the proposed project will cause roof runoff and runon water in the
northern portion of the project site to be diverted to the area between the riding arena in the
central portion of the site and Stokes Canyon Road, or between the riding arena and the
stream, and allowed to infiltrate. The report also said that exposed areas between the stream
would be stabilized with deer grass (Muhlenbergia rigens) in order to serve as filter strips for the
overland flow that occurs between the pole corrals and the edge of the stream. The report also
notes that the applicant will implement a manure management program that will involve the
regular collection, storage, and treatment of manure generated in the pipe corral areas.

The applicant has also submitted a site management plan, entitled “Malibu Valley Farms
Comprehensive Management Plan: A Site Specific Animal Management and Emergency
Preparedness Manual”, dated December 2006 (Exhibit 15). The plan includes design details
and implementation guidance for proposed best management practices (BMP) to be utilized by
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the facility regarding erosion control, water quality/runoff mitigation, general housekeeping
management, and emergency preparedness/fire safety.

A Storm Water Runoff Plan, prepared by Diamond West Engineering, Inc. and dated December
2006, has been included as part of the submitted Comprehensive Site Management Plan and
discusses the proposed water quality measures for the project (Exhibit 15). These measures
include two vegetated swales, totally 1,400 lineal feet, that are situated between the creek and
the developed portions of the site in order to convey and treat runoff from the site prior to
discharge, and a retention basin located at the south side of the site designed to capture runoff
from only a small portion of the site (0.1 acres). These measures are located less than 20 feet
from the stream'’s riparian canopy. In addition, the applicant is proposing to restore and increase
the riparian buffer in certain areas adjacent to the creek (totaling approximately % acre).
Regarding control of erosion, the plan describes the proposed use of pasture rotation and
management to maintain grass covetr, rip rap velocity reducers to slow storm flows, stabilization
of eroded stream banks, and implementation of dust control measures. Finally, source control
measures, including Manure Management and Integrated Pest Management (IPM), are also
proposed to protect water quality.

e#eeweness—ef—me—p#epesed—peuemgn—eem@—measwes—The Councn of Bay Area Resource

Conservation Districts notes that:

“Riparian Buffers...are one of the most effective tools to help assure clean
runoff from horse facilities. Buffers can be considered a last line of defense
against the natural downslope flow of runoff down streambanks before that
runoff reaches the creek. As with all horse keeping practices, buffers should
be integrated with other proven pollution control and management
practices, and incorporated into a facility’s conservation plan to maximize
their effectiveness in protecting overall water quality” (Managing Manure:
The Role of Riparian Buffers, Fact Sheet, CBARCD, June 2003).

The aforementioned publication goes on to state that “generally, the wider the buffer, the greater
the environmental benefit.” A setback distance (for horse facilities) from a water course of 100
feet is specified as ideal by the Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica
Mountains.?* In past permit actions in the Santa Monica Mountains, the Commission has
required horse facilities to be located a minimum distance of 100 feet from streams, in addition
to requiring the employment of best management practices to minimize runoff of pollutants, in

order to protect water quality. However, ggg;;ggg setbacks were approved by the
Commission in a proposed development for the 22"

AAgricultural District, similar to the
current proposed development as a result of site-specific analysis. The 100-foot setback
is measured from the outer edge of the riparian canopy. This setback is-hecessary-to provides

sufficient area for infiltration of runoff, prevention of erosion and sedimentation, minimization of
the spread of invasive exotic plant and animal species, and to allow for an adequate and

! Stable and Horse Management in the Santa Monica Mountains, A Manual on Best Management Practices for the
Reduction of Non-point Source Polllution, RCD/SMM, 1999.
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functional natural vegetation buffer conS|stent with Sectlon 30231. M@M

The primary functions of buffers are to keep disturbance at a distance from sensitive
environmental resources and to provide ecosystem services in benefit of the adjacent ESHA,
including water quality. Riparian buffers adjacent to streams and creeks serve to maintain the
integrity of the waterway, stabilize the stream banks, reduce pollution, and provide food, habitat,
and thermal protection for both terrestrial and aquatic organisms. Riparian buffers benefit
aguatic habitat by improving the quality of nearby waters through shading, filtering, and
moderating stream flow. Plant roots hold bank soil together and plant stems protect banks by
deflecting the cutting action of storm runoff. The vegetation catches dust and pollutants carried
by the wind and helps stabilize banks and reduce water velocity and erosion. With the
vegetation slowing down the velocity of the runoff, the riparian buffer allows water to infiltrate the
soil to help control flooding and runoff pollution. Water infiltration allows sediments and
pollutants to settle out, be modified by soil bacteria, and taken up by plants, thereby minimizing
the amount of sediment and pollutants that may enter the waterway.?” However, it is also
important that pollution control measures, such as vegetative swales and bioretention basins, be
situated on the outer edge of the riparian buffer if feasible in order to allow additional infiltration
and absorption of excess nutrients, sediments, and pollutants within the buffer before they reach
the creek. Buffers are a last line of defense against the natural flow of runoff down slopes and
streambanks before that runoff reaches a waterway. Vegetated buffer areas are especially
critical when the nature of the development creates organic and chemical waste and is highly
compacting of site soils. These conditions result in reduced site infiltration capacity and
increased potential for nutrient, chemical, and sediment-loading of coastal waters. As previously
described above the LUP poI|C|es g@;requwe a minimum setback of 100 feet from

LUP indicates that variations from such development standards will be considered on_an
individual basis according to their potential envwonmental effects as determlned by the County
Envwonmental Review Board (ERB)

On January 27, 2003, the ERB found the project conS|stent Wlth the LUP and recommended

approval of the project with suggested modifications to limit night lighting and address erosion

issues on the site. The ERB did not find that increased setbacks were necessary in order to

grotect the nganan canogy and stream. In any event, the LUP serves as guidance only and
; » .

2 “Managing Manure: The Role of Riparian Buffers”, Equine Facilities Manure Management Practices Fact Sheet,
Council of Bay Area Resource Conservation Districts, June 2003.
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The Commission has required a 100 foot buffer in the Santa Monica Mountains, between
riparian_areas and development, including for equestrian facilities associated with private
residences. However, in other areas, the Commission has previously approved a narrower
riparian_buffer [CDP_6-04-029 (22 Ag. District)]. In the case of the proposed project, the
applicant proposes to set back the majority of the proposed development 50 feet from the top of
stream bank. The applicant also proposes to remove existing structures that are located closest
to the riparian areas, install approximately 1,400 linear feet of vegetative swales and a retention
basin between development and the creek, restore 0.5-acres of disturbed riparian vegetation,
and implement the “Malibu Valley Farms Comgrehensive Management Plan” that was

ign with four | f E HA ion mcludes construction and o eratlonal
Best Management Practlces “

Moreover, Malibu Valley Farms h vel n ntin implement an rian

e Den r r imen rom infiltration, and slow run-off flows:;
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Permi li r2 2 AIthou h the proposed pro ect rovides a less
than 50 foot buffer between development and riparian_vegetation, incorporation of proposed
measures to enhance the habitat value of the on-site riparian corridor will serve to minimize
adverse water guality impacts from noise, activity, human intrusion, equine intrusion, erosion,
and runoff. Thus, the proposed project would maintain an adequate natural vegetation buffer
area_and protect riparian _habitat and water quality as required by Section 30231 and the
applicable LUP policies.

Section 30231 also requires minimal alteration of natural streams. Similarly, the Malibu-Santa
Monica Mountains LUP also prohibits alteration of streambeds in ESHA where there are less
environmentally damaging feasible alternatives for access, and requires any such crossings that
are unavoidable to consist of bridging. In addition, Policy P76 of the LUP limits significant
alterations of blue line streams to 1) necessary water supply projects, 2) flood control projects
that are necessary to protect public safety or existing structures, and 3) developments where
the primary purpose is the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat, consistent with the
requirements of Section 30236 of the Coastal Act. Furthermore, Policy P78 of the LUP requires
any stream crossings to be undertaken by the least environmentally damaging feasible method,
and requires any crossings to consist of bridging unless a less damaging method is
recommended by the Los Angeles County Environmental Review Board (ERB).

The proposed project includes two at-grade, as-built dirt crossings of Stokes Creek. Although
these as-built creek crossings have reduced portions of the existing streambed to compacted
bare soil, these areas were disturbed as early as the 1950’s. The crossings are not considered
a significant stream alteration and would not increase the transport of pollutants into the stream.
In addition, they include features to limit runoff. As allowed under Table 1 of the LUP, the ERB

found that these crossmqs are consistent Wlth the resource protectlon poI|C|es of the LUP. and
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Further, as mentioned previously, the applicant proposes the use of rip rap as both a velocity
reducer for flows discharging into the creek, and to repair and stabilize the streambank on the
south side of the creek - a combination of rip rap and erosion control blankets, or other suitable
methods, is specifically indicated. tr-order These measures will serve to minimize the alteration

of the stream and protect the integrity of this resource in a manner consistent with Section

30231 and other appllcable Coastal Act poI|C|es —themespenwrmqmen{auy—sensmﬂ;&methed&ef

In_order to ensure that the applicant’'s proposed “Malibu Valley Farms Comprehensive
Management Plan” for the facility is implemented to protect water quality, Special Condition
No. One (1) is required. Special Condition One (1) requires the applicant to provide an
independent monitoring report to the Executive Director, prepared by a qualified environmental
specialist, one year after initiation of implementation of the Malibu Valley Farms Comprehensive
Management Plan, and again five years after implementation of the Plan. The monitoring report
shall certify that the plan has been implemented and plan elements are operational in
conformance with the terms of the plan. If a monitoring report indicates that any plan elements
are not operational or in conformance with the terms of the plan, the applicant, or successors in
interest, shall submit a revised or supplemental management plan for the review and approval
of the Executive Director. The revised plan must specify measures to remediate those portions
of the original plan that have failed or are not in conformance with the original approved plan.

In_ summary, the proposed development will serve to maintain the biological productivity and
water quality of Stokes Creeks and downstream coastal waters by controlling polluted runoff,
maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas, or minimizing alteration of natural stream banks.
Therefore, approval of the proposed development is consistent with Section 30231 and 30236
of the Coastal Act, as well as the policies of the certified LUP listed above.

Project Alternatives

Alternatives must be considered to determine if there is an alternative project that can lessen or
avoid significant environmental impacts to water quality. An alternative is a description of
another activity or project that responds to the major environmental impacts of the project
identified through the Commission’s analysis. Project alternatives can fall into one of two
categories: on-site alternatives which generally consist of different uses of the land under
consideration; and off-site alternatives which usually involve similar uses at different locations. .
In_this case, as discussed above, the proposed development has been designed and
conditioned to avoid significant effects to water quality. Although the alternatives described
below would provide different ways to avoid adverse effects, they would disrupt and constrain
the existing equestrlan operatlon WhICh prowdes important recreational, access, and fire safetv
beneflts

There are also potential siting and design alternatives to the proposed project that would be
consistent with the stream protection and water quality policies of the Coastal Act and LUP,-



4-06-163 (Malibu Valley Farms, Inc.)
Revised Findings
Page 41
Altheugh but application of the 100-foot setback does significantly reduce the amount of area
available for development on the lower portion of the property. -t It does allow for two areas —
an approximately 40,000 sq. ft area adjacent to Stokes Canyon Road in the northern portion of
the property, and an approximately 20,000 sq. ft. area in the southern portion of the property,
adjacent to Mulholland Highway — to be used for development (Exhibit 24). These areas could
accommodate the majority of the proposed structural development, including the covered
corrals, barns, tack rooms, mare motel, storage buildings, shelters and other buildings, although
they could not accommodate the riding arenas as well. However—tThere are also already
additional equestrian facilities existing on the site, including two riding rings, in the far northern
portion of the property, which is outside of the Coastal Zone. Nevertheless, this alternative
would constrain the facility’s equestrian operations and limit its recreational and other benefits.
Another feasible alternative would be the construction of a single-family residence in the
approximately 40,000 sq. ft. area adjacent to Stokes Canyon Road which would provide a
reasonable economic use of the property, but would result in the elimination of the equestrian
facility and the various benefits it provides to coastal resources, including recreation, access,

and fire safety.

There are also potential siting alternatives off-site. Brian Boudreau, president of Malibu Valley
Farms, Inc., also owns several other parcels in the project vicinity that contain suitable areas for
low-intensity equestrian facility use and are not located in or adjacent to a stream course
(Exhibit 25). The parcel to the north, APN 4455-043-007, is owned by Malibu Canyon LP
(whose president is Brian Boudreau). While this parcel is also bisected by Stokes Creek, there
appear to be areas on the property that are level and can provide a 100 setback from the
stream. Another parcel, APN 4455-028-045 located to the south of the subject parcel, is owned
by Robert Levin, a partner of Mr. Boudreau. This parcel contains a flat strip of land adjacent to
Mulholland Highway and the subject parcel that appears suitable for equestrian-related
development. Additionally, there are a few parcels (APN 4455-028-094, -093, and -096) located
on the west side of Stokes Canyon Road that are also controlled by Mr. Boudreau (Malibu
Canyon LP) and appear to already be in agricultural use. These parcels also contain level areas
that appear appropriate for low-intensity equestrian-related facilities. However, requiring
relocation of the facility to these alternative sites would significantly disrupt and constrain the
benefits it provides in terms of recreation, access, and fire safety.

In sum, feasible alternatives exist, both on-site and off-site, to accommodate low-intensity
equestrian facilities while providing at least a 100-foot setback from streams and avoiding or
minimizing impacts to water quality to such a degree as to make the project consistent with the
standard in Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. As described above, the Commission finds that the
proposed project, as conditioned, is consistent with Sections 30230 and 30231 of the Coastal
Act and avoids significant impacts to coastal resources. As such, the Commission does not find
it necessary to require the applicant to implement any project alternative in order to minimize
environmental impacts.
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F. Visual Resources
Section 30251 of the Coastal Act states, in part:

The scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and
protected as a resource of public importance. Permitted development shall be
sited and designed to protect views to and along the ocean and scenic coastal
areas, to minimize the alteration of natural land forms, to be visually compatible
with the character of surrounding areas, and, where feasible, to restore and
enhance visual quality in visually degraded areas.

Section 30251 of the Coastal Act requires scenic and visual qualities to be considered and
preserved. Section 30251 also requires that development be sited and designed to protect
views of scenic areas, minimize alteration of landforms, and be visually compatible with the
surrounding area.

The subject property is located immediately north of the former campus of Soka University,
which is now public parkland. Scattered rural and residential development is located west and
south of the subject property, and an undeveloped hillside containing primarily chaparral and
oak woodland habitat is located to the east of the property. The subject site is highly visible from
Mulholland Highway, a designated scenic highway in the Malibu-Santa Monica LUP, as well as
from numerous public viewing points, including along the Backbone Trail, one of the most
popular public hiking trails in the Santa Monica Mountains, and the Las Virgenes View trail, that
afford scenic vistas of the relatively undisturbed natural area. However, the proposed equestrian
development is compatible with the area and will preserve scenic views and will not result in
significant visual impacts to the surrounding area.

The natural landscape of the Santa Monica Mountains consists of lush riparian environments,
oak woodlands, and chaparral and coastal sage scrub communities. The landscape ranges from
steeply sloping canyons, to high rocky mountain peaks, to relatively flat alluvial flood plains. In
addition to the varied landscape and vegetative communities, the Santa Monica Mountains
provides habitat for such species as cooper’s hawk, western screech owl, mule deer, gray
foxes, and steelhead trout. Horses are also a relatively common part of the Santa Monica
Mountains landscape. This unique natural experience is one that you would find walking, hiking,
or driving through the Santa Monica Mountains.

Therefore, the Commission finds that the proposed equestrian development is compatible with

its surroundings and is consistent with the visual protection policies of Section 30251. net
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G. Hazards and Geologic Stability

Coastal Act Section 30253 states in part:

New development shall:

(1) Minimize risks to life and property in areas of high geologic, flood, and fire
hazard.

(2) __Assure stability and structural integrity, and neither create nor contribute
significantly to erosion, geologic instability, or destruction of the site or
surrounding area or _in_any way require the construction of protective
devices that would substantially alter natural landforms along bluffs and
cliffs.

The proposed development is located in the Santa Monica Mountains, an area which is
generally considered to be subject to an unusually high amount of natural hazards. Geologic
hazards common to the Santa Monica Mountains include landslides, erosion, and flooding. In
addition, fire is _an inherent threat to the indigenous chaparral community of the coastal
mountains. Wild fires often denude hillsides in the Santa Monica Mountains of all existing
vegetation, thereby contributing to an increased potential for erosion and landslides on property.

The applicant requests after-the-fact approval for construction of facilities close to Stokes Creek.
The application includes relocation of some existing structures so they are located farther away
from the creek.

The Coastal Act recognizes that certain development projects located in hazardous areas, such
as the subject site, still involve the taking of some risk. Coastal Act policies require the
Commission to establish the appropriate degree of risk acceptable for the proposed
development and to determine who should assume the risk. When development in areas of
identified hazards is proposed, the Commission considers the hazard associated with the
project site and the potential cost to the public, as well as the individual's right to use his
property. As such, the Commission finds that due to the foreseen possibility of erosion,
flooding, and slope failure, the applicants shall assume these risks as a condition of approval.
Therefore, Special Condition No. Two (2) requires the applicant to waive any claim of liability
against the Commission for damage to life or property which may occur as a result of the
permitted development. The applicant's assumption of risk will show that the applicant is aware
of and appreciate the nature of the hazards which exist on the site, and which may adversely
affect the stability or safety of the proposed development. Special Condition No. Five (5)
requires the applicant to record a deed restriction that imposes the terms and conditions of this
permit as a restriction on the use and enjoyment of the property and provides any prospective
purchaser of the site with recorded notice that the restriction are imposed on the subject

property.

In addition, the facility serves as a refuge for horses in the event of fire. It therefore minimizes
fire hazards consistent with Section 30253(1).
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Therefore, for the reasons discussed above, the Commission finds that the proposed project, as
conditioned, is consistent with Section 30253 of the Coastal Act.

G. Access, Recreation, and Agriculture

The proposed development enhances equestrian opportunities in the Santa Monica Mountains.
This is consistent with Coastal Act policies that promote public access and recreation. These
include:

Coastal Act Section 30213, which states in part:

Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities shall be protected, encouraged, and,
where feasible, provided. Developments providing public recreational
opportunities are preferred.

Coastal Act Section 30222, which states:

The use of private lands suitable for visitor-serving commercial recreational
facilities designed to enhance public opportunities for coastal recreation shall
have priority over private residential, general industrial, or general commercial
development, but not over agriculture or coastal-dependent industry.

Coastal Act Section 30223, which states:

Upland areas necessary to support coastal recreational uses shall be reserved for
such uses, where feasible.

The proposed equestrian facility sponsors educational and recreational opportunities for lower-
income youth and provides equestrians with opportunity to access important trail networks in the
area. The facility also provides a place of refuge for horses in the event of wildfire. As such, the
Commission finds that the proposed project enhances equestrian _access and recreation
opportunities in the Santa Monica Mountains, consistent with Sections 30213, 30222, and
30223 of the Coastal Act.

Section 30242 of the Coastal Act provides for the protection of agricultural land by restricting the
conversion of lands suitable for agricultural use. Section 30242 of the Coastal Act specifically
states:

All other lands suitable for agricultural use shall not be converted to
nonagricultural uses unless (1) continued or renewed agricultural use is not
feasible, or (2) such conversion would preserve prime agricultural land or
concentrate _development consistent with _Section 30250 such permitted
conversion shall be compatible with continued agricultural use on
surrounding lands.

The agricultural easement proposed by the applicant for the eastern portion of the property will
preserve the land in its current state so that it is available for this favored use by giving a third
party the ability to prevent the development or improvement of the land for any purpose other
than agricultural production. To implement the applicant's proposal, Special Condition No.
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Four (4) requires recordation of an agricultural easement across the eastern portion of the
property indicated on Exhibit 29 so the area is not allowed to be converted to non-agricultural
uses.

H. Indemnification

Coastal Act section 30620(c)(1) authorizes the Commission to require applicants to reimburse
the Commission for expenses incurred in processing CDP_applications. See also 14 C.C.R.
8 13055(e). Thus, the Commission is authorized to require reimbursement for expenses
incurred in _defending its action on the pending CDP application. Therefore, consistent with
Section 30620(c), the Commission imposes Special Condition No. 3, requiring reimbursement
of any costs and attorneys fees the Commission incurs “in connection with the defense of any
action brought by a party other than the Applicant/Permittee challenging the approval or
issuance of this permit.”

. Violation

Development has occurred on the subject site without the required coastal development permit,
including, but not limited to, an equestrian facility containing a 45,000 sq. ft. arena with five-foot
high surrounding wooden wall with posts, 200 sq. ft. portable rollaway bin/container, 200 sq. ft.
portable tack room with four-foot porch (to be relocated approximately 20 feet west), 576 sq. ft.
pipe corral, 576 sq. ft. covered shelter, 25,200 sqg. ft. riding arena, approximately 2,000 sq. ft.
parking area, 2,660 sq. ft. back to back mare motel, 150 sq. ft. cross tie area, 1,440 sq. ft. one-
story barn, 160 sq. ft. storage container, three-foot railroad tie walls, twenty-eight 576 sq. ft.
portable pipe corrals, a 288 sq. ft. storage shelter, 200 sq. ft. portable storage trailer, four 400
sg. ft. portable pipe corrals, 101 sq. ft. tack room with no porch, four 101 sq. ft. portable tack
rooms with four-foot porches, 250 sq. ft. cross tie area, 360 sqg. ft. cross tie shelter, two 2,025
sg. ft. covered corrals, a 1,080 sq. ft. covered corral, an approximately 20,000 sq. ft. fenced
paddock, fencing, dirt access road with at-grade crossing through Stokes Creek, and a second
at-grade dirt crossing of Stokes Creek. The unpermitted development occurred prior to
submission of this permit application.



4-06-163 (Malibu Valley Farms, Inc.)
Revised Findings
Page 46

The applicant is requesting after-the-fact approval for the unpermitted development, with the
exception of twenty-eight 576 sq. ft. portable pipe corrals, four 400 sq. ft. portable pipe corrals, a
288 sq. ft. storage shelter, 200 sqg. ft. portable storage trailer, 200 sq. ft. portable rollaway
bin/container, 160 sq. ft. storage container, three-foot railroad tie walls, 101 sqg. ft. tack room
with no porch, four 101 sq. ft. portable tack rooms with four-foot porches, 200 sq. ft. portable
tack room with four-foot porch, 150 sq. ft. cross tie area, 250 sq. ft. cross tie area, 360 sq. ft.
cross tie shelter, two 2,025 sq. ft. covered corrals, and one 1,080 sq. ft. covered corral, which
the applicant proposes to remove, and reduction in the size of the fenced paddock area by
approximately 5,000 sq. ft.

As described above, the Commission approved Cease and Desist Order CCC-06-CD-14 and
Restoration Order CCC-06-R0O-07 (collectively, “Enforcement Orders”) at the November 2006
hearing. These orders require the applicant to cease and desist from maintaining unpermitted
development on the site, to remove unpermitted development, and to restore the site (including
the implementation of restorative grading, erosion control, and revegetation). The applicant was
given the opportunity to apply to retain or remove the unpermitted development before the
removal/restoration requirements of the Enforcement Orders would apply. This permit
application followed. However, the applicant must remove all unpermitted development that is
denied in the subject coastal development permit application and restore the site in the manner
and timeframes set forth in the Enforcement Orders. As discussed above, ahd-censistent-with
the—findings—in—the—Enforcement-Orders; the proposed project is net consistent with the
environmentally sensitive habitat area (ESHA), water quality, or visual resource policies of the
Coastal Act or the Malibu/Santa Monica Mountains LUP, and it is therefore being denied

approved.

Although development has taken place prior to submission of this permit application,
consideration of this application by the Commission has been based solely upon the Chapter
Three policies of the Coastal Act. Review of this permit application does not constitute a waiver
of any legal action with regard to the alleged violations nor does it constitute an admission as to
the legality of any development undertaken on the subject sites without a coastal development
permit.

J. Local Coastal Program

Section 30604 of the Coastal Act states, in part:

a) Prior to certification of the local coastal program, a coastal development
permit shall be issued if the issuing agency, or the commission on appeal,
finds that the proposed development is in conformity with the provisions of
Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 30200) of this division and that the
permitted development will not prejudice the ability of the local government to
prepare a local program that is in conformity with the provisions of Chapter 3
(commencing with Section 30200).

Section 30604(a) of the Coastal Act provides that the Commission shall issue a coastal
development permit only if the project will not prejudice the ability of the local government
having jurisdiction to prepare a Local Coastal Program that conforms with Chapter 3 policies of
the Coastal Act
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therefore-be-denied. The preceding sections provide findings that the proposed project will be in
conformity with the provisions of Chapter 3 if certain conditions are incorporated into the project
and are accepted by the applicant. As conditioned, the proposed development will not create
adverse impacts and is found to be consistent with the applicable policies contained in Chapter
3. Therefore, the Commission finds that approval of the proposed development, as conditioned,
will not prejudice the County of Los Angeles’ ability to prepare a Local Coastal Program for this
area which is also consistent with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act, as required by
Section 30604(a).

K. California Environmental Quality Act

Section 13096(a) of the Commission's administrative regulations requires Commission approval
of a coastal development permit application to be supported by a finding showing the application
is consistent with any applicable requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). Section 21080.5(d)(2)(A) of CEQA prohibits a proposed development from being
approved if there are feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available which would
substantially lessen any significant adverse effect that the activity may have on the environment.

The Commission incorporates its findings on Coastal Act consistency at this point as if set forth
in_full.  These findings address and respond to all public comments regarding potential
significant adverse environmental effects of the project that were received prior to preparation of
the staff report. As discussed above, the proposed development, as conditioned, is consistent
with the policies of the Coastal Act. Feasible mitigation measures which will minimize all
adverse environmental effects have been required as special conditions. As conditioned, there
are no feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available, beyond those required,
which would substantially lessen any significant adverse impact that the activity may have on
the environment. Therefore, the Commission finds that the proposed project, as conditioned to
mitigate the identified impacts, can be found to be consistent with the requirements of the
Coastal Act to conform to CEQA.
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Click here for Vicinity Map
Exhibits 1-16 Parcel Map
Coastal Zone Boundary Determination

Existing Conditions Site Plan
Site Detail — North (Existing)
Site Detail — South (Existing)
Proposed Site Plan

Site Detail — North (Proposed)

|Click here for . Drainage Detail — North (Proposed)

Exhibit 35 10. Drainage Cross-Section — North (Proposed)
11. Site Detail — South (Proposed)

12. Drainage Detail — South (Proposed)

Click here for
Exhibits 17-34
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Click here for | 13, Drainage Cross-Section — South (Proposed)
Exhibit 36 14. Structural Details
15. Site Management Plan

16. Dr. Dixon ESHA Memo

17. Claim of Vested Right No. 4-00-279-VRC Staff Report

18. Cease & Desist/Restoration Orders No. CCC-06-CD-14, CCC-06-RO-07 Staff
Report (without Exhibits)

19. California Coastal Commission Report on Local Coastal Program Policies
Regarding Setbacks and Mitigation Ratios for Wetlands and Environmentally
Sensitive Habitat Areas (CCC Setback Report)

20. Heal the Bay Comment Letter, August 4, 2006

21. Correspondence

22. Ex Parte Communications

23. Riparian Canopy Site Plan

24, On-site Alternatives Site Plan
25. Off-site Alternatives Aerial Photo
26. Biological Resource Map

27. Aerial Views (2)
28. Applicant’s Proposed Conditions of Approval, presented at 7/9/07 Hearing
29. Applicant’s Proposed Agricultural Easement Area, presented at 7/9/07 Hearing

30. County Environmental Review Board (ERB) Approval Form
31. Ca. Department Fish & Game Letter
32. State Water Resources Control Board Letter

33. CLEAN 5/16/08 Correspondence

34. Save Open Space 9/14/07 Correspondence

35. Transcript of 7/9/07 Commission Hearing

36. Correspondence and Commissioner Ex Parte Communications Concerning the
Revised Findings acted upon by the Commission at the June 11, 2008 hearing.
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