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TO:    Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM:   Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
  Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager 
  James R. Baskin AICP, Coastal Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Del Norte County LCP Amendment No. DNC-MIN-1-10, Residential Second 

Units Zoning Amendment (Park Trailer Units for Temporary Invalid Family 
Care).  (Meeting of December 16, 2010, in San Francisco) 

 
 
1. LCP Amendment Description and Discussion.  
 
The County of Del Norte has submitted a Local Coastal Program (LCP) amendment application 
seeking certification from the Commission of modifications to the “Residential Second Units” 
chapter of  its  Implementation Plan (IP) to authorize the use of so-called “park trailers” for 
providing temporary family invalid care alongside currently certified provisions allowing for the 
placement of manufactured homes for such use.  In addition, a definition of the term “Park 
Trailers” would be appended into the IP’s “Definitions” chapter.  All other provisions and 
requirements of the second residential units zoning ordinance, and procedures for the review, 
authorization, and appeal of coastal development and conditional use permits for such temporary 
invalid family care units would remain unchanged. 
 
Invalid care housing units conditionally permissible uses on all properties located within the 
coastal zone in any Residential (R-1, R-2, R-3), Rural Residential (RR-1, RRA), Agricultural (A-
5, A-20), or Agricultural Exclusive (AE) zoning district.  The proposed amendment to allow 
“park trailers” to be defined as consisting of “400 square feet or less of gross floor area, 
excluding lot area space… not exceed[ing] 14 feet in width… built on a single chassis,” for 
temporary invalid care housing would not alter the relative intensity or density of residential 
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development that might otherwise be approved in the form of a manufactured home for that use 
with a use permit. 
 
Since there is no resulting increase in land use density, the LCP amendment would not create any 
additional demand on coastal resources, would not result in cumulative impacts, and is thus 
consistent with Section 30250 of the Coastal Act.  Furthermore, all affirmative findings required 
under the both coastal development and use permit processes would remain unaltered with 
respect to any proposed placement of the temporary care unit being found consistent with all 
policies and standards of the LCP.  Moreover, the proposed amendment comprises changes in 
wording of the Second Residential Units zoning ordinance which make the use as designated in 
the ordinance more specific and does not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of a use 
that has been found consistent with the land use plan.  Therefore, as the proposed zoning code 
changes meet the criteria of a “minor amendment to an LCP” as defined under Section 13554(a) 
of the Commission’s administrative regulations (14 CCR §§13001 et seq.), the Executive 
Director finds the proposed rezoning to be consistent with the Coastal Act and minor in nature. 
 
2. Public Participation and Commission Review. 
 
The proposed LCP amendment was the subject of local public hearings before the County 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.  All of these public hearings were properly 
noticed to provide for adequate public participation.  The LCP amendment submittal was filed as 
complete on October 28, 2010 and is consistent with Section 30514 of the Coastal Act and 
Section 13553 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. Copies of the Board of 
Supervisors’ Resolution and Ordinance are attached as Exhibits 3 and 4. 
 
The Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is “minor” in nature 
under Sections 13554 and 13555 of the Commission’s regulations, since the amendment would 
not result in a change to the kind, density, or intensity of use of the land on the subject parcel.  
The Executive Director informed all interested parties by mail of his determination on November 
24, 2010.  The Commission will consider the Executive Director’s determination at the 
December 16, 2010 meeting in San Francisco.  At that time, the Executive Director will report to 
the Commission any objection to the determination that is received within ten days of the posting 
of this notice.  Anyone wishing to register an objection to the Executive Director’s determination 
that the proposed LCP amendment is “minor” should contact James R. Baskin at (707) 445-7833 
at the Commission’s North Coast District Office in Eureka by December 10, 2010. 
 
If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission so requests, the Executive Director’s 
determination that the proposed amendment is minor shall not become effective and the 
amendment shall be processed as a “major” LCP amendment consistent with Section 13555(b) of 
the Commission’s regulations. In that event, staff recommends that the Commission extend the 
time period for Commission action on the proposed LCPA pursuant to Section 30517 of the 
Coastal Act as Commission action must otherwise occur by December 27, 2010 (within 60 days 
of filing).  If the Commission concurs with the Executive Director’s determination that the LCP 
amendment is minor in nature, then the amendment shall take effect ten working days after the 
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Commission meeting and notice to Del Norte County consistent with Section 30514(c) of the 
Coastal Act. 
 
3. Staff Recommendation. 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director’s determination that 
the LCP amendment is minor. 
 
 
4. Additional Information. 
 
For further information, please contact James R. Baskin at the North Coast District Office (707) 
445-7833.  Correspondence should be sent to the District Office at the above address. 
 
 
EXHIBITS: 
 
1. Excerpt, Title 21, Del Norte County Code – Chapter 21.00 Second Residential Units 

(showing amended text) 
2. County Resolution No. 2010-055 – Submittal of LCP Amendment Application  
3. County Ordinance No. 2010-010 – Second Residential Units and Definitions Text 

Amendment 
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