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TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 
 

IMMATERIAL AMENDMENT 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-05-001-A1 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 

Remove from the Independent Spent Fuel Storage 
Installation (ISFSI) site at Humboldt Bay Power 
Plant eight utility poles – 3 for security lights and 5 
for cameras – and replaced them with up to 12 
poles for both lights and cameras on each pole.   

Humboldt Bay Power Plant 
Humboldt County 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED IMMATERIAL PERMIT AMENDMENT 

 

E-05-001-A1 
 
 
 
TO:  All Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
 
DATE: January 28, 2010  
 
SUBJECT: Application to amend coastal development permit No. E-05-001 granted to 

Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) allowing construction and operation of an 
Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI) at the Humboldt Bay Power 
Plant, near King Salmon, Humboldt County. 

 
The Executive Director has determined that the requested project change described herein may 
be approved as an immaterial amendment to the above-referenced coastal development permit 
(CDP). 
 
Background and Project Description: On September 15, 2005, the Commission approved CDP 
No. E-05-001 allowing PG&E to construct and operate a spent fuel storage installation at the 
Humboldt Bay Power Plant.  The approved project included construction of related fencing and 
security measures required by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). 
 
Requested Amendment: PG&E has requested its permit be amended to allow it to remove from 
the ISFSI site eight utility poles – three used for security lights and five used for security 
cameras – and replace them with up to twelve poles that would accommodate both lights and 
cameras on each pole.  PG&E would also install approximately 1000 feet of underground 
conduit around the fenced perimeter of the ISFSI site to provide electrical service to the lights 
and cameras.  The existing poles are about 20 feet high and the proposed new poles would be 
about 32 feet high.  The proposed change to the project is in response to an NRC requirement. 
 
Findings: The proposed amendment has been deemed “immaterial” for the following reasons:  
 
• Visual Resources: As part of the Commission’s original approval, the project was subject to 

CDP Special Condition #3, which states: 
 

Visual Resources: All structures and fixtures at the ISFSI’s blufftop storage site visible 
from public areas shall be painted or otherwise finished in neutral tones that minimize 
their visibility from those public areas.  Lighting at the storage area shall be directed 
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downward and inward to the extent allowed by Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
requirements. 

 
The proposed change to the project would continue to be subject to this condition and would 
result in only a minimal visual change to the project as originally approved. 

 
• Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas: Portions of the power plant site include wetlands 

or environmentally sensitive habitat areas.  However, neither the proposed poles nor the 
underground conduits would be placed in, or affect, those areas. 

 

Immaterial Permit Amendment 
 
Pursuant to the California Code of Regulations—Title 14, Division 5.5, Volume 19, section 
13166(b)—the Executive Director has determined this amendment to be IMMATERIAL. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(1), if no written objection to this notice of immaterial amendment 
is received at the Commission office within ten (10) working days of mailing said notice, the 
determination of immateriality shall be conclusive and the amendment shall be approved. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(2), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does not raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment shall not be effective until the 
amendment and objection are reported to the Commission at its next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  If any three (3) Commissioners object to the executive director’s designation of 
immateriality, the amendment application shall be referred to the Commission for action as set 
forth in section 13166(c).  Otherwise, the immaterial amendment shall become effective. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(3), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or a certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment application shall be referred to the 
Commission for action as set forth in section 13166(c). 
 
If you wish to register an objection to this notice, please send the objection in writing to Tom 
Luster at the above address.  If you have any questions, you may contact him at (415) 904-5248 
or via email at tluster@coastal.ca.gov. 
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DATE: January 26, 2010 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
 Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director  
 Mark Delaplaine, Manager, Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal  
 Consistency Division 
 
RE: Administrative Items Under Consideration by the Executive Director  
 [A Draft Executive Director decision letter is attached] 
 

 
[Note:  A draft Executive Director letter is attached for Commission consideration at the 
February 10, 2010, Commission meeting.  The letter will only be sent if the Commission 
does not object to the Executive Director sending the letter of authorization.] 
 
 

 

PROJECT #: CD-010-07 and CD-011-07 
APPLICANT: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
LOCATION: Monterey Bay and Gulf of the Farallones National Marine 

Sanctuaries  
PROJECT: Modifications to previously-reviewed consistency 

determinations 
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: No action taken yet 
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February  __, 2010 
 
 
 
 

DRAFT  
 
 
 
John Armor, Regional Director 
Conservation Policy and Planning Division Chief 
1305 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring MD 20910 
 
Re:   CD-011-07 and CD-010-07, NOAA, Modification to previously-reviewed Consistency 

Determinations for Monterey Bay and Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuaries  
 
Dear Mr. Armor: 
 
On August 10, 2007, the Commission conditionally concurred with NOAA’s two above-
referenced consistency determinations for revised management plans for the Monterey Bay and 
Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuaries (MBMNS and GFNMS, respectively).  The 
Commission’s conditions addressed release of invasive species within the two sanctuaries; the 
first condition below was for the Monterey NMS and the second for the Gulf of the Farallones 
NMS:  

 
1. Release of Invasive Species.  NOAA will revise MBNMS regulations to include 

proposed language advanced in the project EIS to prohibit releasing or otherwise 
introducing from within or into the Sanctuary: (1) a species (including but not limited 
to, any of its biological matter capable of propagation) that is non-native to the 
ecosystem(s) protected by the Sanctuary; or (2) any organism into which genetic 
matter from another species has been transferred in order that the host organism 
acquires the genetic traits of the transferred genes; other than striped bass released 
during catch and release fishing activity. 

 
2. Release of Introduced Species.  NOAA will revise GFNMS regulations to include 

proposed language advanced in the project EIS to prohibit releasing or otherwise 
introducing from within or into the Sanctuary an introduced species, except: (1) 
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