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Addendum

 
 
August 9, 2010 
 
To: Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
From: California Coastal Commission 
 San Diego Staff 
 
Subject: Addendum to Item 20b, Coastal Commission Permit Application  
 #6-09-79-A1 (County of San Diego Public Parking Facility), for the 

Commission Meeting of August 13, 2010. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff recommends the following changes be made to the above-referenced staff report: 
 
1. The attached Coastal Development Permit containing the special conditions 
required for the original Commission approval of the revetment shall be added as Exhibit 
#3 to the staff report. 
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AMENDMENT REQUEST 
STAFF REPORT AND PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION

 

Application No.: 6-09-79-A 
 
Applicant: County of San Diego Department of Parks & Recreation 
 
Agent:  Chuck Tucker 
 
Original  Construction of a 1,500-foot long, 8-foot wide trail segment connecting 
Description: the Otay Valley River Park trail system to the Bayshore Bikeway. 
  
Proposed  Repave a portion of an existing private parking lot at the Swiss Club and 
Amendment: resurface existing decomposed granite parking lot to create 18-space 

public parking/bicycle staging area for the adjacent trail.  
 
Site: 2001 Main Street, San Diego, San Diego County 
 
Substantive File Documents: City of San Diego certified Local Coastal Program (LCP); 

Certified Otay Mesa-Nestor Community Plan 
             
 
STAFF NOTES: 
 
Summary of Staff’s Preliminary Recommendation:  Staff is recommending approval of 
the proposed parking lot improvements.  The project would provide a valuable public 
access and recreational amenity for the Bayshore Bikeway and the greater Otay Valley 
Regional Park trail system.  The site has been previously used for private parking and no 
adverse biological impacts would occur.   
             
 
I. PRELIMINARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The staff recommends the Commission adopt the following resolution: 
 
 MOTION: I move that the Commission approve the proposed amendment to 

Coastal Development Permit No. 6-09-79-A1 pursuant to the 
staff recommendation. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL: 
 
Staff recommends a YES vote.  Passage of this motion will result in approval of the 
amendment as conditioned and adoption of the following resolution and findings.  The 
motion passes only by affirmative vote of a majority of the Commissioners present. 
 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A PERMIT AMENDMENT: 
 
The Commission hereby approves the coastal development permit amendment on the 
ground that the development as amended and subject to conditions, will be in conformity 
with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act and will not prejudice the ability of the 
local government having jurisdiction over the area to prepare a Local Coastal Program 
conforming to the provisions of Chapter 3.  Approval of the permit amendment complies 
with the California Environmental Quality Act because either 1) feasible mitigation 
measures and/or alternatives have been incorporated to substantially lessen any 
significant adverse effects of the amended development on the environment, or 2) there 
are no feasible mitigation measures or alternatives that would substantially lessen any 
significant adverse impacts of the amended development on the environment. 
 
II. Special Conditions. 
 
 The permit is subject to the following conditions: 
 
 1. Prior Conditions of Approval.  All special conditions adopted by the Coastal 
Commission as part of the original permit action or any subsequent amendments, except 
as specifically modified or replaced herein, remain in full force and effect. 
 
 2. Final Plans.  PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF THE COASTAL DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT, the applicant shall submit for review and written approval by the Executive 
Director, final plans in substantial conformance with the preliminary plans by the County 
Department of Parks and Recreation, submitted on June 17, 2010.  
 
The permittee shall undertake development in accordance with the approved plans.  Any 
proposed changes to the approved plans shall be reported to the Executive Director.  No 
changes to the plans shall occur without a Coastal Commission approved amendment to 
this coastal development permit unless the Executive Director determines that no 
amendment is legally required. 
 
III. Findings and Declarations. 
 
 The Commission finds and declares as follows: 
 
 1. Project History/Amendment Description.  The proposed project consists of 
improvements to an existing private parking lot that is currently partially paved and 
partially decomposed gravel, to create two separate parking areas, one for the continued 
private use of the San Diego County Swiss Club, the other a public staging/parking area 
with 18 vehicle spaces to allow bicyclists and pedestrians access to the adjacent  
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Bayshore Bikeway and the Otay Valley River Park (OVRP) trail system. 
 
In February 2010, the Commission approved construction of a 1,500-foot long, 8-foot 
wide trail segment connecting the OVRP trail system to the Bayshore Bikeway.  The 
northern terminus of this trail will be located at the intersection of the Bayshore Bikeway 
and Main Street, approximately 500 feet west of Interstate 5.  The trail will extend south 
over vacant land alongside of the existing parking lot of the Swiss Club, then south until 
it connects to Segment 1A of the OVRP trail, west of Interstate 5, at the extension of 
Louret Avenue.  Construction of this trail segment is expected to begin in September 
2010. 
 
The subject site consists of two roughly triangle-shaped lots owned by the private San 
Diego County Swiss Club.  Approximately half of the site (one lot) is currently paved and 
used for parking for the Swiss Club.  The other half (the second lot) consists of 
decomposed granite and is used as overflow parking for the Club.  The entire site is 
fenced and gated and has not historically been available to the public.  The proposed 
project would create two distinct parking areas, separated by fencing, by adding a small 
amount of new paving and resurfacing the existing paved lot to create a lot just for 
private Swiss Club parking, and removing a small amount of existing paving and 
recompacting an 11,538 sq.ft. portion of the existing dirt/gravel lot with stabilized 
decomposed granite to create an 18-space public parking/staging area.  A portion of the 
existing fencing at the parking entry gate will be converted into a new entrance gate for 
the public staging area.  The project also includes replacement of the existing flag poles 
with new flag poles, replacement of exterior lighting, and placement of a portable toilet 
for trail users.  Because only preliminary plans are available at this time, Special 
Condition #2 requires submittal of final plans.   
 
The County is providing the parking lot improvements on the Swiss Club site in exchange 
for an easement granting the public use of the proposed improvements.  When the sun 
sets, or as needed, the public staging area will be available for use by the Swiss Club. 
 
The subject site is located within the City of San Diego Otay-Mesa Nestor Community 
Plan area.  The City has a certified LCP, but the subject site is an area of deferred 
certification where the Commission retains permit authority. 
 
 2. Consistency with Chapter 3 Policies of the Coastal Act.  Many sections of the 
Coastal Act emphasize the need to protect and provide for public access to and along the 
coast, and to provide low cost recreational facilities, including Sections 30210, 30212, 
30252.  Section 30604(c) requires that a specific access finding be made in conjunction 
with the approval of any development to be located between the first public roadway and 
the sea, indicating that the development is in conformity with the public access and 
public recreation policies of Chapter 3.  In this case, such a finding can be made. 
 
The proposed free public parking lot will be a valuable public access and recreational 
facility improving public access to the Bayshore Bikeway and the OVRP trail system.  
There are no sensitive resources on the site and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
expressed support for the project.  No direct or indirect impacts to biological resources  
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are anticipated, consistent with the resource protection policies of the Coastal Act.  The 
Commission water quality staff has reviewed the project and determined the project will 
not adversely impact water quality. 
 
Therefore, as conditioned, the proposed project does not raise any significant concerns 
and is consistent with the Coastal Act policies addressing public access, recreation, and 
environmentally sensitive resources. 
 
 3. Local Coastal Planning.  Section 30604(a) also requires that a coastal 
development permit shall be issued only if the Commission finds that the permitted 
development will not prejudice the ability of the local government to prepare a Local 
Coastal Program (LCP) in conformity with the provisions of Chapter 3 of the Coastal 
Act.  In this case, such a finding can be made. 
 
The site is located with the Otay Mesa-Nestor Land Use Plan segment of the City of San 
Diego’s certified LCP, designated as a Special Study Area.  The City of San Diego has 
assumed permit authority for some areas in the Otay Mesa-Nestor planning community; 
however, this project site is located in the Otay Mesa-Nestor River Valley area, which is 
an area of deferred certification.  At this time, permit authority remains with the 
Commission for the Special Study Area. 
 
Based on the preceding discussion in this report, the Commission finds that the proposed 
development, as conditioned, is consistent with all applicable Chapter 3 policies of the 
Coastal Act and the certified City of San Diego Local Coastal Program.  The 
Commission also finds, that based on the above, the proposed development would not 
prejudice the ability of the City of San Diego to obtain a fully certified local coastal 
program.   
 
 4.  Consistency with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Section 13096 of the Commission's Code of Regulations requires Commission approval 
of Coastal Development Permits to be supported by a finding showing the permit, as 
conditioned, to be consistent with any applicable requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Section 21080.5(d)(2)(A) of CEQA prohibits a 
proposed development from being approved if there are feasible alternatives or feasible 
mitigation measures available which would substantially lessen any significant adverse 
effect which the activity may have on the environment. 
 
As discussed herein and as conditioned, the proposed project will not cause significant 
adverse impacts to the environment.  Specifically, the project, as conditioned, has been 
found consistent with the biological and public access protection policies of the Coastal 
Act.  As conditioned, there are no other feasible alternatives or mitigation measures 
available which would substantially lessen any significant adverse impact which the 
activity might have on the environment.  Therefore, the Commission finds that the 
proposed project is the least environmentally damaging feasible alternative and is 
consistent with the requirements of the Coastal Act to conform to CEQA. 
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