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DATE:  December 23, 2010 
 
TO:  Commissioners & Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director 
  Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager 
  Melissa B. Kraemer, North Coast District Planner 
 
SUBJECT: HUMBOLDT COUNTY LCP AMENDMENT NO. HUM-MAJ-2-09  

(New Heart Community Church LUP & IP Amendments) 
Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination that the action of 
Humboldt County accepting the Commission’s certification of LCP Amendment 
No. HUM-MAJ-2-09 is legally adequate (for Commission review at the meeting 
of January 14, 2011 in Long Beach). 

 
 
A. BACKGROUND: 

The Commission acted on Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-2-09 on 
September 9, 2009. As submitted, Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-2-09 
would have amended both the County’s certified Land Use Plan (LUP) and Implementation Plan 
(IP) to change the local plan and zoning designations of an approximately 4.5-acre parcel at 899 
Murray Road in the McKinleyville area from commercial recreation (CR) to public facilities-
urban (PF-urban).   
 
The subject site is located at 899 Murray Road (Assessor Parcel Number 511-401-39) at the 
intersection of the Highway 101 South off-ramp and West Murray Road in the McKinleyville 
area of Humboldt County. The 4.5-acre property is bordered by Highway 101 to the east, Murray 
Road to the south, and residential development of the Pacific Sunset Subdivision to the west and 
north. The property is approximately one half mile inland from the ocean shoreline and is 
between the first public road and the sea. 
 
The Commission certified the IP amendment as submitted. However, the Commission rejected 
the LUP amendment as submitted but certified it if modified with two suggested modifications. 
Suggested Modification No. 1 added “PF – Public Facility” to the list of urban land use 
designations listed in Chapter 4, Page 20 of the McKinleyville Area Plan. Suggested 
Modification No. 2 deleted the CR designation (CR) for the subject property from the land use 
plan map shown in Chapter 4, Page 24 of the McKinleyville Area Plan and replaced it with “PF” 
to reflect the amended land use designation. The Commission found that with these suggested 
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modifications, the LUP would be internally consistent and would ensure that the changes to the 
LUP are consistent with Coastal Act policies and that the IP would conform with and carry out 
the LUP. 
 
On June 9, 2010 the Commission extended the expiration date of its approval with suggested 
modifications and the six-month time limit for Humboldt County to accept and agree to the 
Commission’s certification of Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-2-09 with 
suggested modifications for a period not to exceed one year, to March 9, 2011. 
 
B. EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION: 

On July 27, 2010, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing and adopted 
Resolution No. 10-50 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution of certification, 
accepting and agreeing to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreeing to issue permits in 
conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approving the necessary changes to the 
County’s Local Coastal Program (see Attachment B).  
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment to 
become effective, the Executive Director must determine that Humboldt County’s actions are 
legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  Unless the Commission 
objects to the determination, the certification of Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-
MAJ-2-09 shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCP 
amendment with the Secretary of Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 
2180.5(2)(V). 
 
C. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director 
that the actions of the County of Humboldt to accept the Commission’s certification of Humboldt 
County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-2-09 to adopt the necessary changes to the County’s 
Local Coastal Program are legally adequate, as noted in the attached letter, Attachment A (to be 
sent after Commission concurrence). 
 
Attachments: 
1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter 
2. Board Resolution No. 10-50 


















	FROM: Peter M. Douglas, Executive Director

