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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 

FOR THE 

NOVEMBER 2, 2011 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 

DE MINIMIS WAIVERS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-11-004-W 
Hopkins Marine Station-Stanford 
University & Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute  

Install and maintain for ten years an observational 
and research node within the nearshore waters of 
the Lovers Point State Marine Reserve and 
Hopkins Marine Station. 

Hopkins Marine Station 
Monterey County 

E-11-006-W 
Orange County Coastkeeper 
City of Long Beach Dept. of Parks 
Recreation & Marine 
CSU – Fullerton  

Create a suitable habitat for native oysters (Ostrea 
lurida) at Alamitos Bay by building a 650-sq.ft. 
oyster bed and attaching a small floating cage for 
the cultivation of native mussels and oysters to a 
floating dock on the Dunster Marine Reserve. 

Jack Dunster Marine Reserve 
Los Angeles County 

E-11-008-W 
Orange County Coastkeeper 
City of Newport Beach 

Carry out an experimental native eelgrass (Zostera 
marina) planting effort at up to two sites within the 
Upper Newport Bay Ecological Reserve 

Upper Newport Bay 
Orange County 

E-11-024-W 
Southern California Edison Co. 

Build two temporary buildings at two sites inside 
the Protected Area of the San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station (SONGS) facility for the project 
team working to replace the reactor vessel head. 

San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station Protected 
Area, San Diego County 
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DE MINIMIS WAIVERS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-11-025-W 
Poseidon Resources Corporation  

Test and compare the effectiveness of various 
seawater desalination techniques and equipment 
under different seasonal source water conditions at 
the Encina Power Station. 

Encina Power Station 
San Diego County 

E-11-026-W 
El Segundo Power, LLC  
 

Install a new, pre-fabricated 8700-gallon capacity 
lube oil transfer tank within the El Segundo 
Generating Station complex. 

El Segundo Generating 
Station 
Los Angeles County 

 
NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-035-11 
NOAA Southwest Fisheries 
Science Center 

Demolition, restoration, and public access 
improvements 
Action: Concur, 10/5/11 

Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center 
San Diego County 

 
ND-037-11 
Corps of Engineers 
Los Angeles District 

 

Six-year maintenance dredging program 
Action: Concur, 9/26/11 
 

 

Ventura Harbor 
Ventura County 

 

ND-041-11 
Department of the Navy 

 
Modify existing security fencing along Pacific Coast 
Highway 
Action: Concur, 9/21/11 

 
Naval Weapons Station Seal 
Beach 
Orange County 

 

ND-043-11 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
Action: Concur, 9/22/11 

 
Seal Beach National Wildlife 
Refuge 
Orange County 

 

ND-044-11 
Department of the Navy 

 

Attach plastic interlocking boat dock systems 
Action: Concur, 9/21/11 

 
Naval Base Point Loma 
San Diego 

 

ND-046-11 
Federal Aviation Administration 

 

Geotechnical field investigation to support runway 
approach lighting upgrade 
Action: Concur, 9/26/11 

Naval Training Center boat 
channel adjacent to San Diego 
International Airport 
San Diego 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  
DE MINIMIS WAIVER  

 
 
 
DATE: October 19, 2011 PERMIT NO. E-11-004-W 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission (Commission) hereby waives the 
requirements for a coastal development permit, pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California 
Coastal Act. 
 
Applicants: Hopkins Marine Station  Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Inst. 
 Stanford University   7700 Sandholdt Road 

Pacific Grove, CA 93950  Moss Landing, CA 95039 
      

 
Project Description:  The Hopkins Marine Station and Monterey Bay Aquarium Research 
Institute (applicants) propose to install and maintain for ten years an observational and 
research node within the nearshore waters of the Lovers Point State Marine Reserve.  The 
research node would be connected to Hopkins Marine Station onshore facilities with power 
and data cables and would include (1) oceanographic data monitoring devices; (2) a high 
definition underwater video camera system; and (3) linkages to up to eight sub-nodes that 
could be used as platforms to provide power and data support for temporary underwater 
research projects and experiments.    
 
The main research node would be an approximately four foot diameter PVC housing attached 
to a 500-pound mooring anchor.  The node would be placed approximately 800-feet from 
shore in an area of sandy substrate approximately 60-feet deep and would be connected to 
shore with an approximately three inch diameter combined water supply hose, fiber optic data 
cable and 300-volt power line.  Before reaching shore, the hose would be directed into an 
existing offshore drainage pipe connected to one of the Hopkins Marine Station onshore 
facilities.  The main node would be installed with the use of a boat-mounted winch and 
directed to the seafloor by divers.  Divers would also be used to bring the power/data cable 
from shore to the node.  The cable is intended to be self-burying and would be installed in an 
existing soft-substrate channel from shore to the node site.      



Notice of Coastal Development Permit De Minimus Waiver 
E-11-004-W Page 2 of 3 

 

 
Each sub-node would be two and a half feet long and six inches in diameter and would be 
made from PVC.  The sub-nodes would be connected to the main node with one half inch 
power/Ethernet cables that would be weighted to prevent buoyancy and movement.  All sub-
nodes and associated cables would be placed in areas of soft substrate.   
 
The applicants also proposed to use one of the sub-nodes to facilitate a three year research 
project on the effects of carbon dioxide rich seawater on marine organisms.  The research 
project would involve the installation of a series of eight clear plastic chambers, each roughly 
six feet long, two feet high, and two feet wide.  The chambers would be fitted with monitoring 
devices and connected to the main research node to receive power, Ethernet, and carbon 
dioxide enriched seawater.  Carbon dioxide enriched seawater would be pumped from shore 
and used to fill the experimental chambers to evaluate its effects on invertebrate marine life 
placed within the chambers.  All equipment would be installed by trained divers. 
 
The applicants would inform the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission (Executive 
Director) prior to any addition or removal of monitoring devices, experimental equipment, or 
support materials.  The Executive Director would determine the coastal development permit 
requirements for the placement of additional equipment or removal of equipment and 
associated infrastructure. 
 
The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and California Department of Fish and Game 
have reviewed and approved the proposed installation, operation, and maintenance of the 
research node and ocean acidification experiment.   
 
Waiver Rationale: For the following reasons, the proposed project will not have a significant 
adverse effect, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, nor will it conflict 
with Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act: 
 
o The research node, sub-nodes, experimental chambers, and all associated cables and 

infrastructure will be placed exclusively within sand bottom sites and will avoid all kelp 
forest and reef habitat areas.   

o All installation activities will be carried out with the use of trained divers to ensure that 
sensitive marine habitat areas are avoided.   

o The proposed cable/hose landing would occur through existing drain pipes and conduits to 
minimize placement of materials on sandy beach areas and onshore ground disturbance. 

o All project equipment will be regularly monitored by divers and live-feed underwater 
video for movement.  Movement of the equipment or devices due to wave or current 
action or other unintentional causes will be reported to the Executive Director within 10 
days.  If the Executive Director determines that modifications to the projects 
anchoring/stability system are necessary to prevent further movement of the research 
nodes and equipment, the applicants will within 30 days of the Executive Director’s 
determination submit an anchoring plan to provide additional stability or remove the 
equipment.  The Executive Director will review the plan for adequacy and determine if a 
coastal development permit is required to implement the plan.      
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  
DE MINIMIS WAIVER  

 
 
 
DATE: October 19, 2011 PERMIT NO. E-11-006-W 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission (Commission) hereby waives the 
requirements for a coastal development permit, pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California 
Coastal Act. 
 
Applicants: Orange County Coastkeeper  City of Long Beach 
 3151 Airway Ave., Suite F-110 Dept. of Parks, Recreation, and Marine 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626  2760 Studebaker Rd.  
     Long Beach, CA 90814 
Dr. Danielle Zacherl 
California State University Fullerton 
Dept. of Biological Science, Box 6850 
Fullerton, CA 92834 

 
Project Description:  Dr. Danielle Zacherl of California State University, Fullerton’s Biology 
Department, in partnership with Orange County Coastkeeper and the City of Long Beach 
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Marine (the applicants), propose to (a) create a 650 
square foot experimental bed of native oysters (Ostrea lurida) on an area of intertidal mudflat 
within the Jack Dunster Marine Biological Reserve (Reserve) in Alamitos Bay; (b) attach a 
small floating cage for the cultivation of native mussels and oysters to a floating dock on the 
southwest perimeter of the Reserve (to be used as an educational aid during workshops and 
school field trips); and (c) install onshore within the Reserve an interpretive sign.  Native 
oysters are currently present in Alamitos Bay and oyster reefs have historically been present 
in the project area.      
 
The oyster reef and an unaffected control area would be monitored every six months for two 
years following initial installation of the reef to evaluate the success of the reef as native 
oyster habitat and its effects on water quality, biodiversity, and adjacent habitat.  The control 
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site was selected to establish a reference against which changes at the reef could be measured 
and to allow the effects of natural variability to be considered.        
 
The goal of the project is to establish a functional native oyster reef that has: (1) greater than 
70% cover of oyster shell within the 650 square foot project site; (2) an increase in native 
oyster density on the constructed oyster bed relative to the control plot and relative to remnant 
oyster population densities on non-bed habitat; (3) an increase in native epifaunal diversity in 
the oyster bed versus the control plot; (4) no adverse effects on downstream water quality; (5) 
no augmentation of non-native oyster density relative to native oyster density; (6) no loss of 
eelgrass biomass adjacent to the oyster bed relative to baseline and control sites.  At the end of 
the two year monitoring period, if these project goals have been met the oyster reef would 
remain in place indefinitely.  If the oyster bed has suffered a reduction of greater than 30% in 
size or depth due to burial or sinking after two years, additional oyster shell may be added to 
maintain the target bed depth and dimensions.    
 
The applicants have received authorization for the project from the California Department of 
Fish and Game, State Water Quality Control Board, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
would adhere to all specific requirements of these agencies.   
 
Waiver Rationale: For the following reasons, the proposed project will not have a significant 
adverse effect, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, nor will it conflict 
with Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act: 
 
o The applicants will carry out biannual monitoring of the water quality, biodiversity, and 

habitat at and around the reef for two years after initial reef placement and annual reports 
will be submitted to the Executive Director within 60 days of completion of each year’s 
final monitoring and data processing activities.  The final monitoring report will include a 
comprehensive evaluation of the project and its performance relative to the six project 
goals listed above.  If the Executive Director determines that the project fails to meet any 
of these six goals at the end of two years, the applicants will within 90 days of that 
determination apply for a coastal development permit to remove the oyster reef.  

o The applicants will carry out all reef installation activities at low tide with the use of 
snowshoes to limit affects on water quality and the disturbance of soft sediment mudflats 
in the project area.   

o The proposed reef site does not support eelgrass and is entirely located within an intertidal 
mudflat area that is above the typical growth range and elevation of eelgrass in the project 
area.   

o Eelgrass beds adjacent to the oyster reef site will be monitored as part of the applicants’ 
two year post-project monitoring effort.  Surveys will be prepared and carried out in full 
compliance with the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Southern California Eelgrass 
Mitigation Policy Revision 11 and in consultation with DFG.  Annual survey reports will 
be submitted to the Executive Director no more than 60 days after the completion of 
survey and data processing activities. Although adjacent beds are not expected to be 
affected by the reef, if the Executive Director determines that eelgrass beds adjacent to the 
oyster reef site have been adversely impacted by the new oyster reef, the applicant will 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  
DE MINIMIS WAIVER  

 
 
DATE: October 19, 2011 PERMIT NO. E-11-008-W 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission (Commission) hereby waives the 
requirements for a coastal development permit, pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California 
Coastal Act. 
 
Applicants: Orange County Coastkeeper  City of Newport Beach 

3151 Airway Ave., Suite F-110  3300 Newport Blvd. 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626  Newport Beach, CA 92663 

 
Background and Project Description:  The Orange County Coastkeeper and the City of 
Newport Beach, propose to carry out an experimental native eelgrass (Zostera marina) 
planting effort at up to two sites within the Upper Newport Bay Ecological Reserve.  The 
outplanting work would be carried out over two years, testing three different eelgrass 
planting/seeding techniques - temporary wire planting frames, seed filled mesh bags attached 
to buoys, and direct diver transplantation.  The applicants would conduct four years of follow-
up monitoring to gauge the success of each technique.  The goals of the project are (1) to 
create new eelgrass beds within areas of upper Newport Bay that currently support very 
limited eelgrass habitat; (2) determine which of the three tested restoration techniques is most 
successful at creating eelgrass habitat; and (3) use the best technique to create up to 2.5 acres 
of additional eelgrass habitat in upper Newport Bay.   
 
The diver transplant and frame transplant techniques require mature eelgrass plants to be 
collected from within existing eelgrass beds.  The applicants propose to harvest eelgrass from 
several persistent eelgrass beds in lower Newport Harbor at the inner Linda Isle Inlet and west 
Harbor Island.  If these two sites are not able to provide a sufficient supply of eelgrass, the 
applicants would also harvest eelgrass from beds in the outer channels of Linda Isle, the west 
end of Balboa Island, and Mariner’s Mile.  Collection of materials for the buoy-deployed 
seeding technique would also be carried out within the donor beds described above but would 
involve selective harvest of only the flowering shoot/seed stalk portion of the eelgrass plant 
without disturbing the remaining blades or roots.  The applicants have received authorization 
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from the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) to collect eelgrass from these sites. 
   
Also, the applicants have coordinated with the staff of the County of Orange, Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, and California State Lands Commission during the development of the 
proposed project and incorporated those agencies’ recommendations into the design of the 
project.  
 
Waiver Rationale: For the following reasons, the proposed project will not have a significant 
adverse effect, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, nor will it conflict 
with Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act: 
 
o Within 30 days of the initiation of project activities, the applicants will carry out an 

underwater survey of the project planting and donor sites to determine if sensitive or 
invasive species are present.  Survey results will be submitted to the Executive Director 
for review prior to the initiation of planting or harvest activities.  If sensitive species or 
habitats, or species of invasive aquatic vegetation, are observed within a proposed planting 
or donor site during these surveys, no planting or harvest shall occur at that site.  If the 
applicants propose an alternative planting site(s), they shall submit an application for a 
coastal development permit to authorize any alternative site(s).  

o The applicants will implement specific measures to limit the harvest of eelgrass 
restoration stock from proposed donor beds to the maximum extent feasible.  For example, 
no more than ten percent of an existing bed will be harvested for transplanting purposes, 
plants harvested will be taken in a manner to thin an existing bed without leaving any 
noticeable bare areas, and whenever possible, flowering shoots would be collected from 
plants harvested for transplantation.   

o All harvest activities will be carried out by hand through the use of trained 
divers/snorkelers. 

o The applicants will implement sensitive species avoidance and protection measures that 
were developed in collaboration with DFG.   

o All eelgrass donor sites will be surveyed on an annual basis for no less than four 
consecutive years after harvest occurs to determine if any eelgrass was adversely impacted 
and to document any recovery that occurs.  Surveys will be prepared and carried out in full 
compliance with the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Southern California Eelgrass 
Mitigation Policy Revision 11 and in consultation with DFG.  Annual survey reports will 
be submitted to the Executive Director no more than 60 days after the completion of 
survey and data processing activities.   

o If the Executive Director determines that any harvested eelgrass donor bed has not fully 
recovered after a maximum of two growing seasons after the completion of harvest 
activities, the applicants will within 90 days of the Executive Director’s determination 
submit an eelgrass restoration plan to replace the impacted eelgrass at a minimum 1.2:1 
ratio (mitigation:impact) on-site and in accordance with the Southern California Eelgrass 
Mitigation Policy Revision 11.  The Executive Director will review the plan for adequacy 
and determine if a coastal development permit is required to implement the plan. If a 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  
DE MINIMIS WAIVER  

 
 
DATE: October 19, 2011 PERMIT NO. E-11-024-W 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission (Commission) hereby waives the 
requirements for a coastal development permit, pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California 
Coastal Act. 
 
Applicant: Southern California Edison Company 

Corporate Environment Health & Safety  
1218 South 5th Ave.  
Monrovia, CA 91016 

 
Background and Project Description:  Southern California Edison Company (SCE) 
proposes to build two temporary buildings at two sites within the San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station (SONGS) facility to house their project team working to replace the 
original reactor vessel closure heads.  The two buildings are to be onsite from October 2011 to 
early spring 2013.  The two temporary buildings will include offices, the command center, 
and briefing and conference rooms.  Additional characteristics of the proposed buildings 
include the following: 
 
 They will be placed within the existing plant footprint in an area that was previously 

used for temporary trailers and storage.  Specifically, the buildings will be located 
inside the Protected Area (high security, limited access) of the SONGS facility and not 
subjected to direct road traffic.  Personnel and equipment traffic patterns should be 
consistent with normal refueling outage conditions and are not expected to be 
impacted by the construction, use, and demobilization of the buildings.  

 The two buildings will cover approximately 9,600 square feet. They will not be more 
than two stories each and their maximum height will not exceed 24 feet.  

 They will be disassembled in early 2013. 
 They will be serviced with fire water, electricity, and telecommunications but no 

potable water or sanitary hook-ups will be constructed. 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAIVER – DE MINIMIS 
 
DATE: October 20, 2011    PERMIT NO: E-11-025-W 
 
TO:  Coastal Commission and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirements for a 
coastal development permit (CDP), pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California Coastal Act. 
 
Applicant: Poseidon Resources Corporation 
 
Background: This waiver would allow continued operation of an existing desalination test 
facility at the Encina Power Station in Carlsbad, San Diego County.  The facility has operated 
since January 2003 under several one-year temporary waivers previously authorized by the 
Coastal Commission.  This new waiver would allow the facility to operate until October 31, 
2012, when the facility is to be removed and the site restored.  The waiver would allow 
placement and operation of test equipment, connection to and use of the power plant cooling 
water system, and discharge of treated water to the cooling water system.  It would also allow a 
small amount of the processed water (less than 1%) to be sent to laboratories for testing. 
 
Project Location: Encina Power Station, 4600 Carlsbad Blvd., Carlsbad, San Diego County. 
 
Project Description: The project purpose is to test and compare the effectiveness of various 
seawater desalination techniques and equipment under different seasonal source water 
conditions.  The applicant has operated the facility since January 2003 in conjunction with the 
power plant owner, Cabrillo Power I LLC.  The facility uses seawater from the Agua Hedionda 
lagoon after it passes through the power plant’s once-through cooling system.  The desalination 
test facility diverts up to 200 gallons per minute from the power plant’s cooling system, which 
uses up to several hundred million gallons per day of seawater from the Agua Hedionda Lagoon.  
After processing and testing, the facility would return about 99% of the water to the existing 
power plant discharge, which is then discharged through a nearshore structure to the Pacific 
Ocean.  Water not returned to the discharge is sent to laboratories for testing. 
 
The facility includes sled-mounted desalination test equipment, a 500-gallon raw water tank, 
500-gallon filter tank, pump/instrumentation skid, reverse osmosis equipment, operations office, 
and storage.  The equipment covers less than 1500 square feet, and the tallest equipment is about 
20 feet high.  The facility is located on a parking lot west of the power plant, and covers about 30 
of the plant’s 184 parking spaces. 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAIVER – DE MINIMIS 
 
 
DATE: October 20, 2011    PERMIT NO: E-11-026-W 
 
TO:  Coastal Commission and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirements for a 
coastal development permit (CDP), pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California Coastal Act. 
 
Applicant: El Segundo Power, LLC 
 
Project Location: El Segundo Generating Station, 301 Vista del Mar, El Segundo, Los Angeles 
County. 
 
Background: El Segundo Power, LLC operates the El Segundo Generating Station (ESGS) 
located near the shoreline at Dockweiler State Beach.  Pursuant to a 2010 approval by the Energy 
Commission (#00-AFC-14C), ESGS was recently modified by replacing its former “once-
through cooled” generating units with new units that do not require the use of seawater for 
cooling. 
 
Project Description: The applicant proposes to install a new, pre-fabricated lube oil transfer 
tank within the ESGS complex.  The 8700-gallon capacity tank would be used for temporary oil 
storage during cleaning of the power plant’s main lube oil tank, which is estimated to occur over 
a period of about two to 12 weeks per year.  To reduce the risk of spills, the tank would be 
double-walled and would be surrounded by concrete berms sufficient to contain any spills.   
 
Project activities include removal of existing asphalt and bollards, construction of a new 
foundation, concrete containment structure and bollards, and installation of the tank.  The 
material removed and constructed or installed would cover an area of about 15 by 30 feet.  The 
tank would be located at an interior location within the power plant site and would not be visible 
from the property boundaries. 
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