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The Coastal Act was amended January 1, 1995 to provide for a more streamlined method 
to review amendments to local coastal programs.  Section 30514(d) allows the Executive 
Director to make a determination that a proposed LCP amendment is de minimis in 
nature.  The Executive Director must determine that the proposed amendment: 1) has no 
impact, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources; 2) is consistent with the 
policies of Chapter 3; and 3) does not propose any change in land use or water use or any 
change in the allowable use of property.  Section 30514(d) requires the local government 
to notice the proposed de minimis LCP amendment 21 days prior to submitting it to the 
Executive Director either through: 1) publication in a newspaper of general circulation; 2) 
posting onsite and offsite the area affected by the amendment; or 3) direct mailing to 
owners of contiguous property.  If the Executive Director makes the determination that 
the proposed amendment qualifies as a “de minimis” amendment and finds the public 
notice measures have been satisfied, such determination is then reported to the 
Commission for its concurrence. 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT  
 
The City of Carlsbad has submitted an LCP amendment request which includes revisions 
to the certified zoning ordinance and reference maps to allow for corrections, minor 
heading changes, title revisions and map legend corrections, primarily reflecting the 
expiration of the City’s Village Area Redevelopment Plan.  The Village Area is one of 
the City’s six geographic segments and is generally comprised of its historic downtown 
area.  The Carlsbad Village Area contains about 90 acres of which approximately half is 
within the coastal zone.  In general, the Village Area is geographically bounded by 
Carlsbad Boulevard (Highway 101) and Garfield Street to the west, Buena Vista Lagoon 
to the north, I-5 to the east, and Walnut Avenue to the south.  The western boundary of 
the plan area is only approximately one block inland of the ocean and the first public 
roadway, Ocean Street.  One block southwest of Carlsbad Village Drive is Carlsbad State 
Beach. 
 
The proposal is a city-initiated amendment and consists of revisions to the text of the 
General Plan Land Use Element, Local Coastal Program and Zoning Ordinance to correct 
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terminology related to the Village Area and revisions to the certified LCP Land Use Plan 
and LCP Zoning Maps to remove the term “redevelopment” from references to the 
Village Area and to update map legends and zoning designation titles.  Specifically, 
related to the LCP Zoning Map, the amendment changes the zoning designation title of 
the “Village Redevelopment Zone” to “Village Review Zone”.  Within the certified 
Zoning Ordinance, the proposed amendment changes references from the “Village 
Redevelopment Zone” to “Village Review Zone”, updates references from the “Village 
Redevelopment Master Plan” to the “Carlsbad Village Master Plan and Design Manual” 
and deletes references to the “Design Review Board”.  Finally, with regard to the General 
Plan Land Use Element, the amendment revises outdated wording to reflect current 
coastal zone permitting authorities.  Of the City’s six geographic segments, the only 
remaining uncertified segment is the Agua Hedionda Lagoon segment where the Coastal 
Commission retains coastal development permit authority. 
    
The City Council and Planning Commission resolutions that approve and convey the 
proposed de minimis LCP amendment are attached.  Following is a summary of the 
proposed changes along with a brief explanation of the purpose for or intent of the 
change and a reason why it is de minimis pursuant to Section 30514 of the Coastal Act.  
 
The amendment was properly noticed through newspaper publication and direct mail and 
there are no known interested parties.  The amendment request (LCPA #1-10B) was 
received in the Commission office on September 22, 2010 and a one year time extension 
was granted by the Commission on December 15, 2010.  As such, the final date for 
Commission review is the December 2011 hearing.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In July, 1981, the City of Carlsbad adopted the Village Redevelopment Plan to create a 
Village Redevelopment Project Area for the then-blighted downtown area (Village Area) 
of Carlsbad.  The City Council adopted the Village Area as a redevelopment project 
under California State Law which used resources for redevelopment purposes.   
 
On July 21, 2010, the effective date for the redevelopment plan expired.  In June 2009, to 
address the expiration of the Village Redevelopment Plan, the City Council approved a 
previous package of amendments to the Village Master Plan and Design Manual, Zoning 
Ordinance, LCP and General Plan; the bulk of the proposed changes were to remove the 
term “redevelopment” from references to the Village Area.  The June 2009 amendments 
were reviewed and approved as a previous de minimis LCP amendment (LCPA #3-09) 
on November 5, 2009 by the Commission.  However, a few references were inadvertently 
not amended and these final clarifications comprise the bulk of this amendment request. 
 
The current proposed amendment package consists of correcting title references and map 
legends that were not amended by the earlier action.  An unrelated amendment to the 
General Plan is also included to revise outdated wording which describes the coastal 
development permit authority in the various LCP segments.  In addition, when the 
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redevelopment plan expired, the authority and responsibilities of the Design Review 
Board was transferred to the Planning Commission and references to the “Design Review 
Board” should be deleted.  The bulk of these corrections were also made in the previous 
LCP amendment; however, a few references to the “redevelopment area”, 
“redevelopment plan” and the “design review board” remained and need to be corrected 
or clarified.  No changes to land use policy, programs or processes are proposed in this 
amendment.  The proposed map changes do not alter existing regulations or land 
use/zoning designations affecting any property within the coastal zone or City.    
 
Development proposals within the Coastal Zone will continue to require a coastal 
development permit and be required to comply with all the applicable provisions of the 
certified LCP for the Village Area; no changes to the coastal development review process 
or appeals procedures are proposed.  Inasmuch as the proposed de minimis changes do 
not change land uses or have any potential for impacts to coastal resources, the 
amendment is adequate to carry out the certified land use plan.  All of the proposed de 
minimis modifications are consistent with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act.   
 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
ACT (CEQA) 
 
Section 21080.5 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exempts local 
government from the requirement of preparing an environmental impact report (EIR) in 
connection with its local coastal program.  The Commission's LCP review and approval 
program has been found by the Resources Agency to be functionally equivalent to the 
EIR process.  Thus, under CEQA Section 21080.5, the Commission is relieved of the 
responsibility to prepare an EIR for each LCP. 
 
Nevertheless, the Commission is required in an LCP submittal or, as in this case, an LCP 
amendment submittal, to find that the LCP, or LCP, as amended, does conform with  
CEQA provisions.  In the case of the subject LCP amendment request, the Commission 
finds that approval of the de minimis LCP amendment, as submitted, would not result in 
any significant adverse environmental impacts under the meaning of the California 
Environmental Quality Act.  
 
 
DETERMINATION 
 
The Executive Director determines that the City of Carlsbad LCP amendment is de 
minimis.  Based on the information submitted by the City, the proposed LCP amendment 
will have no impact, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources.  It is 
consistent with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act.  The amendment does not 
propose any change in land use or any change in the allowable use of property.  The City 
has properly noticed the proposed amendment.  As such, the amendment is de minimis 
pursuant to Section 30514(d).  
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MOTION: I move that the Commission concur with the Executive 

Director’s determination that the LCP amendment, as 
submitted, is de minimis. 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Executive Director recommends that the Commission concur in this determination.  
Unless three or more members of the Commission object to this determination, the 
amendment shall become effective and part of the certified LCP ten (10) days after the 
date of the Commission meeting. 
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