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The Coastal Act was amended January 1, 1995 to provide for a more streamlined method 
to review amendments to local coastal programs.  Section 30514(d) allows the Executive 
Director to make a determination that a proposed LCP amendment is de minimis in 
nature.  The Executive Director must determine that the proposed amendment: 1) has no 
impact, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources; 2) is consistent with the 
policies of Chapter 3; and 3) does not propose any change in land use or water use or any 
change in the allowable use of property.  Section 30514(d) requires the local government 
to notice the proposed de minimis LCP amendment 21 days prior to submitting it to the 
Executive Director either through: 1) publication in a newspaper of general circulation; 2) 
posting onsite and offsite the area affected by the amendment; or 3) direct mailing to 
owners of contiguous property.  If the Executive Director makes the determination that 
the proposed amendment qualifies as a “de minimis” amendment and finds the public 
notice measures have been satisfied, such determination is then reported to the 
Commission for its concurrence. 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
 
The City of Encinitas has submitted an LCP amendment request which consists of 
revisions to the design review and zoning provisions of the certified Implementation Plan 
(IP) for the City of Encinitas.  The proposed LCP amendment includes a number of 
changes to the IP which are minor in nature and serve only to correct or clarify references 
and exhibits or update and correct terminology.  There are a total of 60 issues included in 
the amendment package.  Following is a discussion of the proposed changes including a 
brief explanation of the purpose for or intent of the change and a reason why it is de 
minimis pursuant to Section 30514 of the Coastal Act. 
 
DETERMINATION 
 
The Executive Director determines that the City of Encinitas LCP amendment is de 
minimis.  Based on the information submitted by the City, the proposed LCP amendment 
will have no impact, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources.  It is 
consistent with the policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act.  The amendment does not 
propose any change in land use or any change in the allowable use of property.  The City 
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has properly noticed the proposed amendment.  As such, the amendment is de minimis 
pursuant to Section 30514(d).  
 
MOTION: I move that the Commission concur with the Executive 

Director’s determination that the LCP amendment, as 
submitted, is de minimis. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Executive Director recommends that the Commission concur in this determination.  
Unless three or more members of the Commission object to this determination, the 
amendment shall become effective and part of the certified LCP ten (10) days after the 
date of the Commission meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Building Code Update 
 
In multiple places within the IP, the applicant proposes to change language from 
“Uniform Building Code” to “City’s Adopted Building Code.”  This change is necessary 
because the City is required to adopt the codes currently mandated by the state.  Prior to 
2007, the mandated code was the “Uniform Building Code” which the current IP 
language reflects.  In 2007, the state mandated that the City adopt the “International 
Building Code,” although no change to the IP was made to reflect this change.  On 
January 1, 2011, the City was required by the state to adopt the “California Building 
Code.”  Due to the fluid nature of state mandated building codes, it is more effective to 
use the general language (“City’s Adopted Building Code”), than to use the specific name 
of the current building code, which would require relatively frequent LCP amendments.  
Additionally, the Commission does not typically regulate issues related to the building 
code, such as plumbing, electrical and mechanical building standards. 
 
Removal of Obsolete Reference Regarding Satellite Antennas 
 
Section 23.08.090E1 Satellite Antenna Height Limitations: 
 
The proposed LCP amendment removes language that requires an administrative process 
by property owners in order to erect satellite antenna to a maximum height of up to 30 ft.  
In 2004, the Commission approved LCPA #3-03 which increased the height standard in 
rural residential zones and eliminated this administrative process.  The language proposed 
to be removed as part of this LCP amendment should have also been removed at that time 
in order to be consistent with the changes to the zoning code approved through LCPA #3-
03. 
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General Correction of Terms 
 
Section 30.09 Zoning Use Matrix: 
 
The definition for “LC” is being changed from the incorrect “Limited Local Commercial” 
to the correct “Local Commercial.” The IP does have a “Limited Local Commercial 
Zone”, which is more restrictive than the “Local Commercial Zone,” however; the 
“Limited Local Commercial Zone” is shown as “L-LC”.  This change does not alter the 
content of the zoning matrix. 
 
Zoning Code Index: 
 
The heading “Accessory Apartment” is being changed to “Accessory Unit.” This change 
does not alter the content of the Zoning Code, as accessory apartments and accessory 
units have the same definition. The change is made to be consistent with the use of 
“Accessory Unit” throughout the rest of the IP and the related Specific Plans. 
 
Minor Corrections 
 
The remainder of the changes to the IP consist of corrections to numerical references, 
formatting improvements and incorrect references to Sections or Tables in the Code.   
 
The City Council resolution that approves and conveys the proposed de minimis LCP 
amendment is attached.  The LCP amendment was approved by the City Council on April 
28, 2010.  The amendment was properly noticed through newspaper publication and 
direct mail.  The amendment request was filed on October 25, 2010 and an extension of 
time of up to one year was approved December 15, 2010 meeting and the Commission 
must therefore take action at this hearing. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
ACT (CEQA) 
 
Section 21080.5 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exempts local 
government from the requirement of preparing an environmental impact report (EIR) in 
connection with its local coastal program.  The Commission's LCP review and approval 
program has been found by the Resources Agency to be functionally equivalent to the 
EIR process.  Thus, under CEQA Section 21080.5, the Commission is relieved of the 
responsibility to prepare an EIR for each LCP. 
 
Nevertheless, the Commission is required in an LCP submittal or, as in this case, an LCP 
amendment submittal, to find that the LCP, or LCP, as amended, does conform with 
CEQA provisions.  In the case of the subject LCP amendment request, the Commission 
finds that approval of the de minimis LCP amendment, as submitted, would not result in 
significant environmental impacts under the meaning of the California Environmental 
Quality Act.  Therefore, the Commission finds that there are no feasible alternatives 
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under the meaning of CEQA which would reduce the potential for such impacts which 
have not been explored and the de minimis LCP amendment, as submitted, can be 
supported. 
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