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Prepared March 24, 2011 (for April 14, 2011 Hearing) 

To: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Dan Carl, Central Coast District Manager 
 Madeline Cavalieri, Coastal Planner 

Subject: Certification Review for San Luis Obispo County Local Coastal Program Amendment 
Number 3-09 (Framework for Planning) 

On August 11, 2010 the Coastal Commission approved, with suggested modifications, San Luis Obispo 
County Local Coastal Program (LCP) Major Amendment Number 3-09. This amendment incorporated 
elements of the County’s “Guiding Principles for Smart Growth” into the LCP, including making a 
number of changes to the LCP’s Framework document, including: (1) revising the general goals from 
Chapter 1 into a series of smart growth principles and policies that would be used to evaluate new 
development proposals; (2) adding new criteria for evaluating when an Urban Services Line (USL) 
could be expanded; (3) amending the circulation element to shift the focus of transit planning towards 
alternative transportation, and; (4) updating the existing guidelines for evaluating land use category 
amendments. 

By action taken January 25, 2011, San Luis Obispo County adopted the amending LCP text as directed 
by the Commission’s suggested modifications (see Exhibit 1). This action was taken within the required 
six-month timeframe.  

The Executive Director has determined that the actions taken by the County are legally adequate and 
that the amended LCP should be certified. The Executive Director recommends that the Commission 
concur with this determination and that the LCP, as amended, be certified. If the Commission concurs, 
the amended LCP will be certified as of today’s date (i.e., April 14, 2011), and notification of this 
certification and Commission concurrence will be forwarded to the City. 

Motion. I move that the Commission concur with the Executive Director’s determination that 
the actions taken by San Luis Obispo County to accept the Commission’s suggested 
modifications for LCP Amendment 3-09 are legally adequate. I recommend a yes vote. 

Executive Director’s Recommendation. The Executive Director recommends a YES vote on 
the motion. Passage of this motion will result in certification of the San Luis Obispo County LCP 
as directed by the Commission’s approval with suggested modifications of LCP Amendment 3-
09; the amended LCP will be certified as of today’s date (i.e., April 14, 2011). The motion 
passes only by affirmative vote of a majority of the Commissioners present. 

 
Exhibits 
Exhibit 1: County’s Acceptance of the Coastal Commission’s Suggested LCP Modifications 
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