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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 

FOR THE 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2011 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 

DE MINIMIS WAIVERS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-11-013-W 
San Diego County Water 
Authority.  

Conduct geotechnical and hydrogeologic tests and 
marine environment studies to determine whether 
the project area might be a suitable location for a 
desalination facility. 

Camp Pendleton Marine Base 
San Diego County 

E-11-014-W 
Southern California Edison Co. 

Take four soil borings at three sites within the San 
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) 
facility to gather information on the area’s soil and 
rock structure as part of SONGS ongoing seismic 
program. 

San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station (SONGS) 
Orange County 

E-11-020-W 
El Segundo Energy Center, LLC 

Replace the existing fish and diver protection 
barriers on the El Segundo Generating Station 
Units 3 & 4 water intake with new narrower barriers 
about nine inches apart. 

Santa Monica Bay 
Offshore El Segundo 
Los Angeles County 

E-11-021-W 
Hopkins Marine Station - Stanford 
University 

For a two-week period install a variety of data 
collection equipment to study a kelp forest 
ecosystem in nearshore waters adjacent to 
Hopkins Marine Station. 

Hopkins Marine Station  
Monterey County 

F 4 
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D 
NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-019-11 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection 

San Diego Surf Fence replacement and 
maintenance 
Action: Concur, 6/30/11 

U.S. Mexican Border 
San Diego 

 

ND-021-11 
Bureau of Land Management 

 

Fish habitat improvements 
Action: Concur, 6/6/11 
 

 

Lower Mattole River 
King Range, Humboldt County 

 

ND-024-11 
Air Force 

 

Electric distribution line repairs 
Action: Concur, 7/12/11 

 

Vandenberg Air Force Base 
Santa Barbara County 

 

ND-025-11 
Bureau of Land Management 

 

Demolition of buildings at Lighthouse Ranch 
Action: Concur, 6/29/11 

 

Table Bluff 
Humboldt County 

 

ND-027-11 
ConocoPhillips 

 

Disposal of 7,500 cu. yds. of sand at SF-8 
Action: Concur, 6/21/11 

 

Offshore Ocean Beach 
San Francisco 

 

ND-028-11 
Army Corps of Engineers 

 

Maintenance dredging 
Action: Concur, 8/21/11 

 

Lower Newport Bay 
Orange County 

 

ND-033-11 
U.S. Navy 

 

Pipeline replacement 
Action: Concur, 7/7/11 

East side of Point Loma 
Peninsula 
San Diego 

 

E AIVERS 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  
DE MINIMIS WAIVER  

 
 
 
DATE: September 1, 2011 PERMIT NO. E-11-021-W 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirements for 
a coastal development permit, pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California Coastal Act. 
 
Applicant: Hopkins Marine Station of Stanford University 

Oceanview Blvd. 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

 
Background and Project Description: Researchers with the Hopkins Marine Station, a 
Stanford University marine science facility located in Pacific Grove, propose to install a 
variety of data collection equipment and associated infrastructure in the nearshore waters 
adjacent to the facility.  The equipment would be installed in waters with a depth of 
approximately 33-feet and would be in place for roughly two weeks to carry out a series of 
experiments directed at understanding the movement and behavior of plankton within a kelp 
forest ecosystem.  Equipment includes: 
 

 Five vertical taught-line moorings, each of which would extend from a 100-pound 
anchor on the seafloor to a 50-pound float located near the surface.  Each mooring 
line would be approximately 30-feet in length and would support five to ten plankton 
sampling pumps or three chlorophyll monitors.  The lines would be installed at each 
of the four corners and center of a 33-foot wide by 66-foot long rectangular area 
surrounding a kelp forest.  All anchors would be placed on soft, sandy bottom.   

 A sonar-enabled monitoring device to connect two of the mooring lines.  This device 
and the monitoring equipment installed on the mooring lines would be connected 
with a series of data and power cables and bundled together and routed 
approximately 1000-feet to shore where they would be directed to one of the Hopkins 
Marine Station buildings located near the shoreline.   

 Two physical oceanographic data collection arrays to include battery powered 
acoustic current profilers, tide/wave height recorders, and water pressure and 
temperature sensors.  One array would be installed on a one square foot anchor plate 
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within the area of the mooring lines and the other would be installed on a similar 
anchor plate approximately 600 feet farther offshore.   

 
All installation activities would be carried out with the use of a small support boat and 
divers.  All equipment, cables, anchors, and floats would be removed at the completion of 
the approximately two-week experimental period. 

 
The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Department of Fish and Game have issued 
permits for the proposed activity. 
 
Waiver Rationale: For the following reasons, the proposed project will not have a significant 
adverse effect, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, nor will it conflict 
with Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act: 
 
o All equipment would be installed in areas of soft, sandy substrate and all sensitive kelp 

forest and rocky reef areas would be avoided.   
o Equipment would be in place for a limited duration of approximately two weeks and 

would be completely removed at the completion of the experiment. 
o No fish or other large marine life would be removed or taken during the proposed activity.  
o The proposed mooring lines, data cables and power lines would be maintained in a taught 

condition and would be evaluated and monitored on a daily basis throughout the 
experimental period to minimize the potential risk of entanglement for marine life. 

o Care would be taken during all installation, data collection, and retrieval activities to limit 
and avoid the disturbance and disruption of intact intertidal and subtidal habitats. 

o The proposed cable route from the experimental site to the Hopkins Marine Station 
onshore facility would be selected to remain within areas of soft, sandy substrate. 

 
Important:  This waiver is not effective unless the project site has been posted and until the 
waiver has been reported to the Coastal Commission.  This waiver is proposed to be reported 
to the Commission at the meeting of September 7-9, 2011 in Crescent City, CA.  If four or 
more Commissioners object to this waiver, a coastal development permit will be required. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CHARLES LESTER 
Acting Executive Director 
 
 
By:   
ALISON DETTMER 
Deputy Director 
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DATE: August 23, 2011 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Acting Executive Director 
 Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director, Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal  
 Consistency Division 
 Mark Delaplaine, Manager, Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal  
 Consistency Division 
 
RE: Negative Determinations Issued by the Executive Director  
 [Executive Director decision letters are attached] 
 
 

 

 

PROJECT #: ND-019-11 
APPLICANT: U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
LOCATION: U.S./Mexican Border, San Diego  
PROJECT: San Diego Surf Fence replacement and maintenance  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/30/11 

 

PROJECT #: ND-021-11 
APPLICANT: Bureau of Land Management 
LOCATION: Lower Mattole River, King Range, Humboldt Co.  
PROJECT: Fish habitat improvements  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/6/11 

 

PROJECT #: ND-024-11 
APPLICANT: Air Force 
LOCATION: Vandenberg Air Force Base, Santa Barbara Co.  
PROJECT: Electric distribution line repairs  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 7/12/11 
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PROJECT #: ND-025-11 
APPLICANT: Bureau of Land Management 
LOCATION: Table Bluff, Humboldt Co.  
PROJECT: Demolition of buildings at Lighthouse Ranch   
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/29/11 

 

PROJECT #: NE-027-11 
APPLICANT: ConocoPhillips 
LOCATION: Offshore Ocean Beach, San Francisco  
PROJECT: Disposal of 7,500 cu. yds. of sand at SF-8 
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/21/11 

 

PROJECT #: ND-028-11 
APPLICANT: Army Corps  
LOCATION: Lower Newport Bay, Orange Co. 
PROJECT: Maintenance dredging  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 8/21/11 

 

PROJECT #: ND-033-11 
APPLICANT: Navy  
LOCATION: East side of Point Loma peninsula, San Diego 
PROJECT: Pipeline replacement  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 7/7/11 
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