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DATE:  December 23, 2011 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
  Robert S. Merrill, District Manager – North Coast District 
  James R. Baskin AICP, Coastal Program Analyst – North Coast District 
 
SUBJECT: COUNTY OF DEL NORTE LCP AMENDMENT NO. DNC-MAJ-1-10 

(URBAN SERVICES EXTENSION EXCEPTIONS): Concurrence with the 
Executive Director’s determination that the action of the County of Del Norte 
accepting the Commission’s certification of LCP Amendment No. DNC-MAJ-1-
10 is legally adequate.  (For Commission review at the meeting of January 12, 
2012 in Santa Monica) 

 
 
A. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Commission acted on County of Del Norte LCP Amendment No. DNC-MAJ-1-10 on June 
17, 2011.  The proposed amendment as submitted amended the County’s Land Use Plan (LUP) 
text to allow for limited extension of community water supply and sewer collection and 
conveyance infrastructure along Humboldt Road beyond the Urban Services Boundary to serve 
the relocation site for the Elk Valley Rancheria’s casino and hotel development project. 
 
The Commission rejected the amendment as submitted, but certified the proposed amendment to 
the LCP if modified to extend the scope of the services extension prohibition exceptions.  The 
suggested modification entailed expanding the exception to include the site of the adjoining 
former Ocean Way Motel, also owned by the Rancheria, to allow the motel to be connected to 
community water supply and wastewater treatment systems and eliminate dependence on 
antiquated onsite water supply and wastewater treatment systems that could fail at some future 
time and cause significant adverse impacts to water quality and environmentally sensitive habitat 
areas within the neighboring Crescent City Marsh Wildlife Area. 
 
B. EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION: 
 
On November 22, 2011, the County of Del Norte Board of Supervisors held a public hearing and 
adopted Resolution No. 2011-068 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution of 
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certification, accepted and agreed to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreed to issue 
permits in conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approved the necessary changes to 
the City’s  Local Coastal Program (see Attachment No. B). 
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment to 
become effective, the Executive Director must determine that the County of Del Norte’s actions 
are legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  Unless the Commission 
objects to the determination, the certification of County of Del Norte LCP Amendment No. 
DNC-MAJ-1-10 shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCP 
amendment with the Secretary of Natural Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code 
Section 21080.5. 
 
C. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director 
that the actions of the County of Del Norte to accept the Commission’s certification of County 
Del Norte LCP Amendment No. DNC-MAJ-1-10 to adopt the necessary changes to the County’s 
Land Use Plan are legally adequate, as noted in the attached letter, Attachment A (to be sent after 
Commission concurrence). 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter 
2. Resolution No. 2011-68 
 












	FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director

