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CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
South Coast Area Office 
200 Oceangate, Suite 1000 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
(562) 590-5071 

December 22, 2011 

 

W22a 
TO: Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 

FROM: John Ainsworth, Deputy Director 
 Gary Timm, Coastal Program Manager 
 Charles Posner, Coastal Program Analyst 
 

RE: Minor Amendment Request No. 1-11 (MNB-MIN-1-11) to the City of Manhattan Beach 
LCP, for Commission Action at its January 11, 2012 meeting in Santa Monica. 

 

Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 1-11 (Minor) 
 
The City of Manhattan Beach is requesting that the Commission certify an amendment to the 
implementing ordinances (LIP) portion of the Manhattan Beach certified Local Coastal 
Program (LCP).  The LCP amendment will incorporate into the LCP implementing ordinances 
a comprehensive set of Sustainable Building Measures to encourage “green” building 
practices.  The new regulations address site sustainability (green roofs and decks), water use 
efficiency (stormwater retention, and water efficient landscaping, irrigation and plumbing), and 
renewable energy (solar panels and small wind turbines). 
 

Local Coastal Program Amendment Request No. 1-11, submitted with City Council Resolution 
No. 6321, and contained in City Council Ordinance No. 2147, affects only the LIP portion of the 
certified LCP and does not propose any rezoning or land use changes.  The Manhattan Beach 
City Council held public hearings for the LCP amendment on April 19, 2011 and June 21, 
2011.  The City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2147 on July 5, 2011, and on July 14, 2011 
submitted it to the Commission’s South Coastal District office for certification. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 

The Executive Director has determined that City of Manhattan Beach LCP Amendment No. 1-
11 is a minor LCP amendment.  The LCP amendment has been determined to be a “minor” 
LCP amendment because the proposed changes to the City’s building standards are 
consistent with the certified Land Use Plan (LUP), would make the City’s development 
regulations more specific, and would not change the kind, location, intensity or density of any 
uses.  The proposed changes to the certified LIP are attached as Exhibit B (Ordinance No. 
2147).  The City ordinance for the proposed LIP amendment includes the following findings: 
 

WHEREAS, the sustainable “Green” Building Subcommittee and the Environmental 
Task Force recommended sustainable measures in five different areas of 
construction that are typically used in green building rating systems.  Of the 
subcommittee’s five areas of recommendations, three require the amendment of 
Title 7 Public Works and Title 10 Planning and Zoning in the MBMC: Site 
Sustainability (Green Roofs and Decks), Water Efficiency/Water Use Reduction 
(Landscaping and Irrigation), and Energy (Renewable Energy). … 
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WHEREAS, the proposed amendments to the Manhattan Beach Local Coastal 
Program (Title A, Chapter 2) are consistent with and will advance the following 
policies of the City’s certified Local Coastal Program: 
 

POLICY II.B.1: Maintain building scale in coastal zone residential neighborhoods 
consistent with coastal zoning regulations [Chapter 2 of the 
Implementation Plan]. 

 

POLICY II.B.2: Maintain residential building bulk control established by 
development standards contained in the Local Coastal Program 
Implementation Plan. 

 

POLICY III.3: The City should continue to maintain and enforce the City 
ordinances that prohibit unlawful discharges of pollutants into the 
sewer system or into the tidelands and ocean. 

 

POLICY III.4: The City should continue to maintain and enforce the City 
ordinances that prohibit disposal of oils or refuse in the ocean or on 
beaches. 

 

POLICY III.14: City Storm Water Pollution Abatement Program. 
 
The proposed changes will clarify the City’s development regulations and encourage the use of 
sustainable building measures that will reduce water and energy consumption.  The proposed 
regulations clarify the standards applicable to: on-site retention of stormwater and greywater, 
low-water use landscaping, alternative-fuel vehicle charging systems, solar energy systems, 
small wind energy systems (turbines), and green roofs and decks (See Exhibit B).  The 
proposed changes do not change the density of development allowed in the City’s zoning 
districts.  The proposed changes will not result in any change in the kind, location, intensity, or 
density of uses.  The proposed changes are consistent with the City of Manhattan Beach 
certified Land Use Plan (LUP). 
 
Procedures 
 

Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554(a) of the California Code 
of Regulations, the Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is 
"minor" in nature.  Section 13554(a) of the California Code of Regulations defines a minor LCP 
amendment as changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning 
ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not 
change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and are consistent with the certified LUP. 
 
The proposed LCP amendment will become effective after report to the Commission of any 
written objections received within ten working days of the mailing of notice unless one-third of 
the appointed members of the Commission request that the LCP amendment be processed 
and heard as a "major" LCP amendment pursuant to Section 13555 of the California Code of 
Regulations. 
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