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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 

FOR THE 

OCTOBER 10, 2012 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 
 

DE MINIMIS WAIVER 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-12-014-W 
Poseidon Water LLC 

Extend the operation of the existing desalination 
test facility at the Encina Power Station up to 
October 31, 2013. 

Encina Power Station 
San Diego County 

 
NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-036-12 
Department of the Navy 

Fuel Facility Relocation 
Action: Concur, 9/13/2012 

Naval Auxiliary Landing 
Field, San Clemente Island 
Los Angeles County 

ND-043-12 
Department of the Navy 

Obtain California sea lions for service in the 
Navy marine mammal program 
Action: Concur, 9/25/2012 

San Nicolas Island 
Naval Base, Ventura 
County 
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NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-044-12 
National Park Service 

Emergency repairs to Coast Camp Road 
Action: Concur, 9/14/2012 

Point Reyes National 
Seashore, Marin County 

ND-045-12 
Corps of Engineers 
Los Angeles District 

Six-year maintenance dredging and beach 
nourishment program 
Action: Concur, 9/19/2012 

Channel Islands and Port 
Hueneme Harbors 
Ventura County 

ND-047-12 
U.S. Marine Corps 

Construction of helipad adjacent to military 
hospital  
Action: Concur, 9/17/2012 

Vandegrift Blvd., near I-5 
Camp Pendleton Marine 
Corps Base, San Diego Co. 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAIVER – DE MINIMIS 
 
DATE: September 27, 2012    PERMIT NO: E-12-014-W 
 
TO:  Coastal Commission and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirements for a 
coastal development permit (CDP), pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California Coastal Act. 
 
Applicant: Poseidon Resources Corporation 
 
Background: This waiver would allow continued operation of an existing desalination test 
facility at the Encina Power Station in Carlsbad, San Diego County.  The facility has operated 
since January 2003 under several one-year temporary waivers previously authorized by the 
Coastal Commission.  This new waiver would allow the facility to operate until October 31, 
2013, when the facility is to be removed and the site restored.  The waiver would allow 
placement and operation of test equipment, connection to and use of the power plant cooling 
water system, and discharge of treated water to the cooling water system.  It would also allow a 
small amount of the processed water (less than 1%) to be sent to laboratories for testing. 
 
Project Location: Encina Power Station, 4600 Carlsbad Blvd., Carlsbad, San Diego County. 
 
Project Description: The project purpose is to test and compare the effectiveness of various 
seawater desalination techniques and equipment under different seasonal source water 
conditions.  The applicant has operated the facility since January 2003 in conjunction with the 
power plant owner, Cabrillo Power I LLC.  The facility uses seawater from the Agua Hedionda 
lagoon after it passes through the power plant’s once-through cooling system.  The desalination 
test facility diverts up to 200 gallons per minute from the power plant’s cooling system, which 
uses up to several hundred million gallons per day of seawater from the Agua Hedionda Lagoon.  
After processing and testing, the facility would return about 99% of the water to the existing 
power plant discharge, which is then discharged through a nearshore structure to the Pacific 
Ocean.  Water not returned to the discharge is sent to laboratories for testing. 
 
The facility includes sled-mounted desalination test equipment, a 500-gallon raw water tank, 
500-gallon filter tank, pump/instrumentation skid, reverse osmosis equipment, operations office, 
and storage.  The equipment covers less than 1500 square feet, and the tallest equipment is about 
20 feet high.  The facility is located on a parking lot west of the power plant, and covers about 30 
of the plant’s 184 parking spaces. 
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DATE: October 5, 2012 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
 Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director  
 Mark Delaplaine, Manager, Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal  
 Consistency Division 
 
RE: Negative Determinations Issued by the Executive Director  
 [Executive Director decision letters are attached] 
 
 

 

 

PROJECT #: ND-036-12 
APPLICANT: Department of the Navy 
LOCATION: Naval Auxiliary Landing Field, San Clemente Island, Los 

Angeles Co.  
PROJECT: Fuel Facility Relocation  
ACTION: concur 
ACTION DATE: 9/13/2012 

 

PROJECT #: ND-043-12 
APPLICANT: Department of the Navy 
LOCATION: San Nicolas Island, Naval Base Ventura Co. 
PROJECT: Obtain California sea lions for service in the Navy marine 

mammal program 
ACTION: concur 
ACTION DATE: 9/25/2012 

 

PROJECT #: ND-044-12 
APPLICANT: National Park Service 
LOCATION: Point Reyes National Seashore, Marin Co. 
PROJECT: Emergency repairs to Coast Camp Road 
ACTION: concur 
ACTION DATE: 9/14/2012 
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PROJECT #: ND-045-12 
APPLICANT: Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District 
LOCATION: Channel Islands and Port Hueneme Harbors, Ventura Co. 
PROJECT: Six-year maintenance dredging and beach nourishment 

program 
ACTION: concur 
ACTION DATE: 9/19/2012 

 

PROJECT #: ND-047-12 
APPLICANT: U.S. Marine Corps 
LOCATION: Vandegrift Blvd., near I-5, Camp Pendleton Marine Corps 

Base, San Diego Co.  
PROJECT: Construction of helipad adjacent to military hospital  
ACTION: concur 
ACTION DATE: 9/17/2012 
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