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FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
  John Ainsworth, Deputy Director 
  Gary Timm, Coastal Program Manager 
  Charles Posner, Coastal Program Analyst 
 

SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director's determination that the action of the City 
of Long Beach accepting certification with suggested modifications of Major LCP 
Amendment No. LOB-MAJ-2-10 (2-10) is legally adequate.  For Commission 
review at its March 8, 2012 meeting in Chula Vista. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director's determination that 
the City's action is legally adequate. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

On October 21, 2010, the City of Long Beach submitted Local Coastal Program (LCP) 
Amendment Request No. 2-10 for Commission certification.  The LCP amendment request 
was submitted to the Commission’s South Coast District office with City Council Resolution No. 
RES-10-0086 and Council Ordinance No. ORD-10-0024.  The LCP amendment amends the 
Downtown Shoreline Planned Development District (PD-6) to remove the 150,000 gross 
square foot limit on the size of the aquarium allowed in Shoreline Park (Subarea 6).  The LCP 
amendment affects both the Implementing Ordinances (LIP) and Land Use Plan (LUP) 
portions of the certified LCP. 
 

On April 13, 2011, the Commission approved LCP Amendment No. 2-10 with suggested 
modifications.  The suggested modifications directed the City Council to correct a map and to 
adopt a policy that would protect an open space area for public recreation on the northern 
portion of the aquarium lease area, between the main aquarium building and Aquarium Way. 
 

On August 16, 2011, the Long Beach City Council unanimously adopted Resolution No. RES-
11-0085 and City Council Ordinance No. ORD-11-0017, respectively, incorporating into the 
LCP the modifications suggested by the Commission pursuant to its approval of LCP 
Amendment No. 2-10, and submitted the modifications to the Executive Director for a 
determination that they are consistent with the Commission’s action on April 13, 2011. 
 

Pursuant to Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 5.5, the 
Executive Director must determine that the action taken by the City of Long Beach 
acknowledging receipt and acceptance of and agreement with the Commission’s certification 
of the above-referenced LCP amendment with suggested modifications is legally adequate and 
report that determination to the Commission.  In this case, the Executive Director has 
determined that the City’s action is legally adequate.  Unless a majority of the Commissioners 
present object to the Executive Director's determination, the certification of City of Long Beach 
LCP Amendment No. 2-10 shall become effective upon the filing of the required Notice of 
Certification with the Secretary of Resources as provided in Public Resources Code Section 
21080.5(d)(2)(E).
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