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ADDENDUM 

 Th15a 
 
 
DATE: March 5, 2012 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: South Central Coast District Staff 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item Th15a, County of Santa Barbara Minor LCP Amendment for 

Economic Hardship Time Extensions (STB-MIN-4-11), Thursday, March 8, 2012 
 
 
The purpose of this addendum is to attach documentation of an ex-parte communication 
received from Commissioner Zimmer (1 page). 



FORM FOR DISCLOSURE OF 
EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Name or description of project County of Santa Barbara LCPA MIN-4-11 on Time 
Extensions for CDP  
Date and time of receipt of communication:  Feb. 27, 2012 
Location of communication:   Santa Barbara 
 
Type of communication (letter, facsimile, etc.): telecon 
 
Person(s) initiating communication:  Zimmer/Dianne Black, County P&D 
 
Detailed substantive description of content of communication: 
(Attach a copy of the complete text of any written material received.) 
 
In the course of an unrelated communication I asked for clarification of several issues on 
the County’s understanding of the scope and effect of this amendment.  
 
Ms. Black indicated that the  total number of years that a CDP can be extended under the 
County’s current LCP is five, including post issuance extensions. Under the proposed 
amendment there would be a total of four more years possible ( 2, 2 year additional extensions), 
for a potential total of 9 years.  Any CDP extended for economic hardship just prior to January 
2015 could be theoretically be extended up to 2019.  The Director can approve such extensions 
without a noticed public hearing even when the original permit is/was approved by the Zoning 
Administrator or the Planning Commission, which is different from  other time extensions. The 
Notice on the Director decision is posted at the property and mailed to properties within 300 feet. 
There is a NOFA to the Commission if the project is in the appeals jurisdiction. 
 
There is nothing to prevent an applicant from obtaining an economic hardship extension and then 
selling the entitlement to another who may or may not have the same difficulty. 
 
In order to determine whether the findings of approval can still be made, on a project which has 
had environmental review there would be information gathered equivalent to a 15162 letter. 
 
 
Dated: Feb. 29, 2012                     (s)  Jana Zimmer         
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DATE:  February 23, 2012 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM:  Jack Ainsworth, Senior Deputy Director 
  Steve Hudson, District Manager 
  Amber Tysor, Coastal Program Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: County of Santa Barbara LCP Minor Amendment for Economic 

Hardship Time Extensions (STB-MIN-4-11) for Public Hearing and 
Commission Action at the California Coastal Commission hearing of 
March 8, 2012, in Chula Vista. 

 
 
I. AMENDMENT DESCRIPTION  
 
On December 22, 2011, the County of Santa Barbara submitted an amendment to its 
certified Local Coastal Program to amend the Implementation Program/Zoning 
Ordinance (IP) to: (1) extend the period of time in which the Director of the Planning and 
Development Department may grant a two-year time extension to the period of permit 
effectiveness for approved permits due to economic hardship considerations until 
January 12, 2015, and (2) provide that the Director may grant more than one such time 
extension until January 12, 2015. Pursuant to the existing IP, the Director may grant the 
time extension(s) provided that the application is filed with the Planning and 
Development Department in compliance with Section 35-57A (Application Preparation 
and Filing) and that the application is filed prior to the expiration of the permit that is the 
subject of the time extension request; however, an application may only be filed within 
the six month period immediately preceding the date the planning permit would 
otherwise expire. The action of the Director of the Planning and Development 
Department is final subject to appeal in compliance with Section 35-182 (Appeals). 
(Exhibit 1: Resolution 11-412 and Exhibit 2: Ord. 4815) 
 
II.  DETERMINATION 
 
Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554 (a) of the 
Commission’s regulations, the Executive Director has determined the proposed 
amendment is “minor” in nature. Sections 13554 and 13554 (a) of the Regulations 
provide that a minor amendment includes, but is not limited to, changes which: 1) make 
the use as designated in implementing actions more specific; 2) do not change the kind, 
intensity, or density of use; and 3) are consistent with the certified Land Use Plan (LUP).  
 
The County’s proposed modifications include minor changes to existing language and 
procedures contained in the Santa Barbara County Code, previously certified by the 
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Commission. The proposed amendment will not make any changes to any current land 
use or zoning designations. Further, the County is not changing the kind, intensity, or 
density of use. The proposed text modifications are based on administrative updates to 
language to allow a two-year time extension for approved permits due to economic 
hardship. Therefore, the proposed amendment is consistent with the certified LUP, and 
considered “minor” as defined under Section 13554(a). 
 
III. PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pursuant to Section 13551(b) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, a local 
government’s resolution for submittal of a proposed LUP amendment must indicate 
whether the local coastal program amendment will require formal local government 
adoption after Commission approval, or is an amendment that will take effect 
automatically upon the Commission’s approval pursuant to Public Resources Code 
Sections 30512, 30513 and 30519.  In this case, the County has submitted the 
amendment as one that will take effect automatically upon approval by the Commission.  
 
IV.  PUBLIC NOTICE 

Section 13555 of the Commission’s Regulations requires the Executive Director to 
prepare a report describing the proposed amendment and providing notice of the 
Executive Director’s determination the amendment is of a “minor” nature. Section 13555 
also requires the Executive Director to report to the Commission at the next meeting, his 
or her determination and objections to the determination, if any, that have been received 
within 10 working days. If one third of the appointed members of the Commission 
requests, the determination of minor amendment shall not become effective and the 
amendment shall be processed in accordance with Section 13555(b). 

Notification of the proposed amendment will be mailed on February 24, 2012. The ten-
day objection period will therefore terminate on March 5, 2012. The Commission will be 
notified at the March 8, 2012 meeting of any objections. 

Also, Section 30503 of the Coastal Act requires that maximum opportunities for public 
input be provided in preparation, approval, certification and amendment of any LCP.  
The County held public hearings on the proposed ordinance changes on October 26, 
2011, November 2, 2011, and December 6, 2011. The hearings were noticed to the 
public consistent with Section 13515 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations 
and the County provided evidence of the measures taken to provide notice of their 
hearings, consistent with Section 13552 of Title 14 of the California Code of 
Regulations. Notice of the subject amendment has been distributed to all known 
interested parties. 
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